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CHAPTER VI
(1)

n previous chapters we have examined several elements which, from the
I esoteric point of view, provide data about the problem of the advent of
the Era of the Holy Spirit on our planet. We have emphasized the fact that
the beginning of the twentieth century coincided with the beginning of the
Time of Transition between the Cycle of the Son, which is now coming to an
end, and that of the Holy Spirit, which is just beginning. We drew the
reader’s attention to the grave responsibility which falls on contemporary
man for the outcome of this period. In case of failure, we cannot hope that
the world will return to the status guo ante. The Era of the Holy Spirit has
two faces — one of Paradise regained and the othet a Deluge of Fire. We
must not forget that God is also a Devouring Fire;' in case of failure, the
situation will rapidly lead to an eschatological cataclysm.

The advent of the Era of the Holy Spirit is imminent, and it would be an
illusion to think that once the hour has struck we can go on living in the
same way as before. One cannot settle down as a bourgeois in the King-
dom of God.

The way this alternative described by St Peter” will be resolved will
depend on the attitude taken by contemporary man. The preparations
that will decide the outcome should have been made by now by the elite
of human society, especially the ruling elite. Today, just as two thousand
yearsago, it is not enough to repeat, ‘Lord! Lord!’ to enter the Kingdom of
Heaven,” which is once mote near, but this time in the new conditions that
corrcspond to the Era of the Holy Spirit.

Everything will therefore depend on man’s work; on conscious efforts
during the remainder of the Time of Transition. However, we will easily
understand that this is not a question of efforts applied in just any direction,
but only of action that is aimed directly at a positive solution of the
problems of the Transition seen in all its fullness and complexity.

(2)

I n fact, this has to do with the creation of what Jesus called the /eaven: a
llvmg leaven like that represented by the numerically small, even
infinitesimal group of the Apostles and their disciples, lost to s.lght in a

1. Hebrews xii: 29.
2. 2 Peter iii: 10.
3. Matthew vii: 21.











































































(2)

ere are the other two great cosmic symbols: the Hexagram and the
Octogram:
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(7)

n esoteric science, what are the meaning and practical usefulness of the

three cosmic Symbols? The reply to this question may be contained in 2
few words: these symbols are the three great keys of the universal Gnosis,
ot absolute Knowledge.

100

This calls for a commentary.

The problem of absolute Knowledge is raised from time to time in
writings dealing with esoteric questions or concerned with man’s possi-
bilities of attaining it. Apart from the Gospel, which attributes this
Knowledge to Jesus and through Him to His Disciples, we may find a
few careful allusions here and there in the Philokalia and in certain other
early writings. Yet the specialized literature does not tackle the problem
directly, but only gives vague hints about a few people belonging to the
ancient world who are supposed to have possessed this kind of Knowl-
edge. Hermes Trismegistus, Pythagoras, Plato and certain others are named in
this context, but the student is not offered any practical means that could
lead him to a solution of the problem.” Hardly any mention is made of
King David or his 118th Psalm, which contains a concise yet precisc
exposé of the question; to our knowledge, only one authorized commen-
tary exists on this Psalm: it is bz Theophan the Recluse, whose writings we
have quoted more than once.

Let us now try to explain how the problem of Gnosis, in its integral
expression, appears in the esoteric teaching of the Eastern Tradition.

(2)

I t would be too naive to think that the term absolute Gnosis refers to a
simultaneous knowledge of the whole Macrocosmos on all its planes and
in all its aspects, from the summit of the Holy Trinity right down to the last
grain of sand on a dead planet, or to the faculty of keeping this Knowledge
ever-present in one’s mind. There is a very old formula describing absolute
Gnosis that sometimes appears even in contemporary literature, with attri-
butions to varying sources. It is as follows: ‘Try to grasp what, when you learn
something, will teach you all”” How should we interpret this maxim?

Let us make an analogy: a navigator knows how to steer his ship toward
any point on the seas or oceans without having been there before. To learn
how to do this, he studied the science of navigation, which combines
several subjects, such as nautical astronomy; in addition, he learned the
use of certain instruments, such as the compass, the sextant, the chron-
ometer, the log, the lead, etc., which enable him to find his position. What
is more, he has marine charts at his disposal, and a whole library where he

5.The reader who is familiar with the classical sources of Hinduism may remember Patanijali’s
treatise concerning the third great system of an orthodox nature, that of Yoga. In his Sufras,
Patanjali tackles the problem directly and indicates the method, based on discipline of the
psyche, for acquiring this absolute Knowledge. Cf. the Sutras, IV, 7, 8.

6. Psalm One Hundred and Eighteen, commented by Theophan the Recluse (in Russian) Moscow,
University Press, 1880, 458 pp.

7. The Golden Book, cf. Vol. 1, p. 253.
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teaching is not concerned with the detailed description or commentary on
these aspects or symbols, but with showing disciples how to use the
universal instrument, provided in the Enneagram, as a way of solving
problems they are considering, whether these concern being or action.

(2)

W e will now give the reader of ‘Gnosis’ an idea of that aspect of this
symbol which is most necessary for the kind of esoteric work
described in the present volume.”® This aspect is the one which deter-
mines the transmutation of Hydrogens in the organism of adamic man,
whether perfect or corrupt.

In both cases the symbol is the same. The only difference in the second
case is with the application —following its loss by forgetting or by mental
laziness — of the capacity to bring into play at a chosen moment zbe fwo
conscions and voluntary shocks that ensure the complete functioning of the
symbol, and consequently of the whole body, psyche, and pneumatic
organism of the adamic man 1, 2 or 3. This allows him to free himself
of his corrupt condition. For man 4, other aspects of Enneagram ‘B’
become immediate and necessary: they will be revealed to him directly
parallel to his evolutionary progress through the VIIIth, IXth and Xth
stages of the Way, represented by the notes MI, RE and DO which
correspond to his progressive initiation to the levels of Man 5, 6 and 773

(3)

Lct us now study Enneagram ‘B’ in that aspect which governs the
transmutation of the hydrogens in the organism of adamic man —
1, 2 or 3 — according to the three scales of nutrition that the reader of
‘Gnosis’ already knows.?

20. The readers of ‘Gnosis’ may consult the Stromata for other aspects of the two Enneagrams.
(This refers to planned additional publications which were never completed before Mouravieff’s
death. Ed.)

21. Vol. 1, p. 216, Vol II, p. 249.
22. Vol. II, Chapter XI.
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mi12 do 768
sol12
si12 re 384
re24
fa24
la24 mi 192
do48 do 192
sol48 fa 96
mi48 re 96
Fic. 17

In the Tradition, the lighter line 1-4-2-8-5-7 ... etc. is called the Line of
Periodicity. BEvery organic cyclic movement evolves following the law
expressed by the succession of these Major Numbers, and at the end of
each stage in turn, the following stage is assigned to these same Numbers.
Everything in this cosmic Symbol is full of significance: the circumference as
a whole, the three great arcs and the 3 x 3 = 9 subordinate arcs; the
inscribed figures and their sides as chords; all the points of intersection
of the lines inside the circle; all the geometrical connections between
the whole lines and their subdivisions, and this in every direction. The
whole should be visualized starting from the 9 points of the circumference
and the 7 + 7 + 1inner points of intersection, which makes9 + 7 + 7 +
1 = 24, a number which signifies DESIRE and is derived from RENEWAL (2
+ 4 being equal to VI).

After what we have just said, the reader will understand that a complete
description of this symbol, with the necessary commentaries, would be of
practically no use. This is why the traditional esoteric teaching confines
itself to ad hoc commentaries that are introduced according to need. For the
rest, disciples are taught how to make use of this symbol as a tool enabling
them to make certain analyses or syntheses methodically, in strict con-
formity with cosmic laws.

We will continue our study of Enneagram ‘B’ from the point of view of
the transmutation of Hydrogens in the process of adamic man’s nutrition
on the three planes: hylic, psychic and pneumatic.

If we divide the series 1-4-2-8-5-7 into two parts, one part 1-4-2 and the
other 8-5-7, we will obtain two groups of numbers which determine two
large complexes of organs whose totality constitutes the complete
organism of organic man viewed in terms of his hylic, psychic and pneu-
matic functions.
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Adam who was already living, but asleep, so that she also appeared on
Earth as a Jiving sou/. This is an essential difference. For the moment, we will
only note Adam’s reaction when, coming out of the sleep into which God
had plun ged him, he saw the woman who had been drawn from his side:
“This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh.’ > By these words, the Bible
underlines the fact that the man and woman of the VIth Day (the pre-
adamics) were of a different race from Adam and Eve.

Moteover, the pre-adamic man and woman were not gwcn names, but
Adam, which signifies the red man, or man of the red earth,® was named by
God.” Obeying the Lord’s orders, he gave a name to the Woman, his wife,
as he had to all creatures.® He called her Eve, which means Life, Living or
L:ﬁgwmg.

This symbolic and esoterically significant story finds a certain echo in
modern physiology. Studying the two races mixed together, scientific
knowledge today shows us that man has female hormones as well as male
ones, and woman has male hormones as well as female. In contemporary
man, the proportion of female hormones is only 1 percent; while in woman
the percentage of male hormones is about 5 percent: we sce therefore, that
woman is more man than man is woman. It is probable that, after the
thousands of years during which the two races have mixed, this propor-
tion is now balanced between pre-adamics and adamics. It would be
worthwhile to verify this in all the different races of contemporary human-
ity. It is possible that, originally, the proportion of the hormones of the
other sex in both men and women of the VIth day was equal, while in the
adamics the disproportion must have been even greater than it is today.

“The sons of God,’ says the Bible, “saw the daﬁgbteﬁ of men, that they were fair;
and they took them wives of all which they chose.”® The mingling of the two races
which resulted was contrary to the Plan of Creation, and God decided to
partially exterminate thc humamty that had become corrupted in this way
by means of the Flood.'! But the mixing of chromosomes was already an
accomplished fact, so that the hormonal asymmetry of the adamics has
naturally diminished through the generations until it has become stabi-
lized at the point it has now reached. Since certain indications in the Gospel
lead us to believe that the two human races that coexist on the earth are
numerically equal,'? it may be supposed that in early adamics the hormonal

5. Genesis ii: 23.

6. Concordance, op. cit., p. 618.

7. Genesis ii: 15.

8. Ibid., ii: 23.

9. Ibid., iii: 20; Concordance, p. 645.

10. Genesis vi: 2.

11. Ibid., vi: 7 and following.

12, Matthew xxiv: 40; Luke xvii: 36 and others.
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asymmetry was about 1 to 10. Probably the adamics should regain this
proportion during the Era of the Holy Spirit, so that, their physiology
being restored in this way, they may once again be, like Adam and Eve
before the fall, liberated from the servitude to reproduction which was
originally imposed only on pre-adamics. It was to the pre-adamics that
God said: ‘Be frxzfﬁd and maltiply.”"> Adam and Eve were not given this
mission; their union was purely androgynous, and it was only after the fall
that Eve conceived and gave birth to her sons. The first indication that
God imposed the obligation fo multiply on the adamics appears much later,
notably in these words addressed to Jacob: ‘Be fruitful and multiply; a nation
and a company of nations shall be born from thee, and kings shall come out of thy
loins.”** One may place this around 1760 years before Jesus Christ,'® and it
is probably from that moment, when God had accepted the ‘fait accompli’
and resolved to make a new start with Jacob, that the hormonal proportion
1 to 5 began to become general.

We have already said that this new beginning was to the advantage of the
pre-adamics, for whom it opened up the perspective, (distant but real), of
an evolution that would operate during the cycle of the Holy Spirit, when,
if all goes well, they will be allowed to take the place of the corrupted
adamics, when the latter obtain their Redemption —the integrated harmo-
nious state in which they were before the fall — which they must now
regain by conscious efforts.

Faced with the ‘fait accompli’ of Adam s fall, God, whose will is that
nothing should ever be entirely lost,'® was obllged to modify His Plan to
make the best of the situation: first, after Abel’s death, which threatened
the continuity of His Tradition, He made Eve conceive Seth, and then,
after the Flood, He undertook to reconstitute a new humanity with Noah
and his sons. But the latter were mixed from the beginning, which is how
the pre-adamics were too often able to dominate the adamics in the yeats
that followed.

I
(1)

he adamic man who has even a vague consciousness of his real ‘I’ finds
that this is a source of internal conflict that he cannot solve on a purely
human plane. This conflict becomes more acute from the moment he
actively enters esoteric work. It is then that he becomes weak and falls

13. Genesis i: 28.

14, Genesis xxxv: Il

15. Concordance, op. cit, p. iii.
16. Matthew xviii: 4.
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In outline, this is the plan for the final chapters of this part of the present
volume of ‘Gnosis’, which is dedicated to THE LIFE, and which is finally
followed by an ]-Epil‘:)guv:.2

(2)

T he human species, adamic and pre-adamic, is at present very degen-
erate. The Bible tells us that man was created in the image and likeness
of God, that is, in a perfect physical and psychic form. According to the
Book of Genesis, the physical degeneration of the adamics began with the
Fall, and the degeneration of their psyches with the fratricide committed
by Cain: because of the close interdependence of the psyche with the
physical, this latter phenomenon had an influence on the beauty of their
descendants that was as powerful as it was pernicious, and this is how Cain
went out from the presence of the Lord.

A stranger to the Fall, pre-adamic humanity evidently did not suffer its
cffects. In contrast with the ugliness of the adamics, which grew worse and
worse as time went on, their beauty became more and more striking, and:
.. the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and they took them
wives of all which they chose.* The mixture of the two races which ensued —
and which included Seth’s posterity —dragged the pre-adamics towards a
degeneration which then became general.

The more this degeneration progressed, the more the physical ugliness
and the corruption of the psyche progressed: beauty as it was at the begin-
ning became very rare, and was no longer fully expressed. The print of
ugliness was visible even in the most beautiful girls, but men, whose spirit
had become deformed as they degenerated, ended up by finding beauty
even in the ‘stylized’ ugliness of their companions; then the Eternal said:
My Spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh.’

After having lost contact with the higher centres, the corruption of the
heart having persisted over millennia, being successively tainted by fra-
tricide, genocide, the murder of the prophets and the crucifixion of the
Saviour, despising the possibilities of salvation offered him and mocking

2. For an understanding of the natural evolution of the organization of human socicty, sce: Le
Probléme de I'Autorité super-étatique, Boris Mouravieff, Paris-Neuchitel, La Baconniére, 1950,
133 pp.

3. Genesis iv: 16.
4. Ibid., vi: 2.
5. Genesis vi: 3.
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at God, how can one be surprised that adamic man became no more than a
pitiable caricature of the image of the Most High?®

(3)

e know that the Personality of adamic man was originally the instru-

ment through which the real ‘I’ manifested on the psychic plane. To
manifest itself on the physical plane, the Personality had the use of the
instrument that was the hylic body. But when it lost consciousness of the
real ‘T, on the contrary, it became to a great degtee enslaved by the body.
This reversal of roles led to the anarchistic psychosomatic confusion
which characterizes the human species today.

In spite of everything, in the depths of his heart adamic man still pre-
serves a vague recollection of his origin, which clings to the continuation
of the chromosomes and their genes. Humanity’s chance lies in this fact,
which not only allows us to hope for regeneration, but to depend on it;
without this, contemporary man, who in his present state is a caricature of
God, would certainly never inherit the Kingdom of Heaven.

Let nobody be mistaken, the adornment of the body is neither a luxury
nor a concession to coquetry. It is a condition that is necessary if we are to
obtain a positive outcome of the Time of Transition. Yet we must not seca
reason for despair in this rigorous imperative, nor think that the process of
regeneration would require millennia. If we became clearly conscious of
the necessity for attractiveness, this would be a great help. The indispen-
sable minimum could be achieved in two or three generations. If the
process is effectively begun by the end of the Time of Transition, the
perfecting of both human races during the millennium of the Era of
the Holy Spirit will become the responsibility of the families and couples
of whom we will speak further on.

In the meantime, compulsory education for the new generations con-
tributes more and more every day to the selection of talent in all the races of
the world, while technical progress ensures the necessary improvement of
living conditions.

6. Man does not generally take account of this. In order to see himself as hc _is, he must look at
himself in two mirrors, because the image reflected in a single mirror is inverted. He must
observe himselfin this way for ten minutes, while simultancously practicing presence in bimself. By
repeating this exercise every day, one will progressively eliminate all compromise with oneself.
Of course, this demands strong nerves.
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