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I 

THE CRISIS OF LIBERALISM AND DEMOCRACY AS SEEN FROM 

THE CONTINENTAL AND ANGLo~SAXON POINTS OF VIEW 

The German edition of this book was dedicated to " My 
Masters and Pupils in Germany ". Thus it was originally 
dedicated to those who had experienced in their own lives 
the tremendous changes oj an age of transformation. If 
this book appears in English, its function alters auto
matically. It is no longer an attempt at self-enlightenment, 
made for the benefit of those who have actually lived through 
these experiences ; it attempts to explain the standpoint 
of these people to a world which has only hearsay knowledge 
of such changes and is still wrapped in an illusion of 
traditional stability. 

We should not try to belittle or conceal the difference 
between these points of view. It is most clearly expressed 
in the fact that to the Western countries the collapse of 
liberalism and democracy and the adoption of a totalitarian 
system seem to be the passing symptoms of a crisis which 
is confined to a few nations, while those who live . within 
the danger zone experience . this transition as a change in 
the very structure of modern society. 

For those who are spared these convulsions it is consoling 
to think that the world is still suffering from the effects of 
the War. They are glad to soothe themselves with the 
reflection that dictatorships have often been established in 
the course of history as temporary solutions in an emergency. 
On the other hand those who have hadfirst-hand knowledge 
of the crisis, even if fuey are keen opponents of dictatorship, 
are united in the belief that both the social order and the 
psychology. of human beings are changing through and 
through, and that if this is an evil it is an evil which sooner 
or later is bound to spread. They are convinced moreover 
thatwe should not let ourselves be duped by this momentaiy 
lull, but should use it to acquire the new techniques, without 
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4 AGE OF SOCIAL RECONSTRUCTION 

which it is impossible· to face the new situation. The 
difference in experience is irreconcilable ; it colours both 
the interpretation of isolated facts and the diagnosis of 
the position as a whole. Where human and social problems 
are concerned there ought to be a continuous exchange of 
ideas between different countries and groups. It is only 
too easy for a nation to drug itself with :false assumptions 
or to distort the meaning of events to fit a frame of reference 
which is justified, not so much by the facts themselves as 
by the mood prevailing in the country. Here exaggerated 
pessimism can be just as dangerous as exaggerated optimism. 
The task of those to whom destiny has given the opportunity 
of living in many different countries and of identifying 
themselves with various points of view has always been to 
consider this conflict of attitudes and to work it out for 
themselves, in a form where differences of opinion can 
either. be diametrically opposed or blended in a new 
synthesis. 

The author has derived the greatest profit from learning 
to think about this very matter both from the German 
and the English points of view. This book in its present 
form has been influenced first by his experiences in 
Germany and later . by the English way of thinking, and 
is an attempt at reconciling the two. 

To this book the old saying, "Habent sua fata Zibelli" 
can be truly applied. When the different chapters of 
this book were written its .author was completely under 
the influence of experiences bred by the disintegrating 
tendencies of liberal democratic society. His attention was 
primarily directed to the failure of the liberal democratic 
machinery in the Weimar Republic.;• he had witnessed its 
impotence .to solve the problems of modern mass society. 
He saw how, under certain social conditions, the planlessness 
of the liberal order turned into anarchy, how the principle 
of laissezf aire, which once maintained the balance of the 
social process, at .this stage of· development resulted in 
chaos, both in poli,tical and in cultural life. 

Owing to these experiences he realized that laissez-faire 
in the old sense would no longer work ; but that at the 
present stage of. industrial society planning in some form 
o~ other was inevitable, He was not at all clear what 
foroi thi$ planning ought to take, if it were not to do 
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CRISIS AND DEMOCRACY 5 
violence to the spontaneous forces of society. He had not 
at that time much hope of learning· anything from a study 
of the liberal and democratic countries, for he involuntarily 
shared the feeling prevalent in Central Europe that the 
democratic system had already run its course. 

This sceptical outlook was not in keeping with· his 
private inclinations. This book was written, even then, 
from the point of view of a man for whom freedom and 
personal responsibility were the highest of all values. But 
he, and those like him, were anxious to guard .. against 
self-deception. · A realistic description and a theoretical 
analysis of what was happening in the crisis of liberal 
democracy seemed to him more important than a mere 
ideological assertion of . the merits of freedom and self
determination • 

. The concrete analysis of this failure would-he thought
at least draw attention to the cause of the evil. The social 
organism cannot. be cured by pure enthusiasm, but only by 
a sober investigation of the causes of the disease. 

The German edition of this book is in this sense complete 
in itself, and represents a stage in the writer's attempt to 
explain the working of modern society. The English edition, 
compared with the German, is almost a new work ; partly 
because it contains new chapters, but also because the 
original sections have been redocumented and further 
elaborated. The most important · difference in outlook
as already indicated-is that recently the writer has been 
living .in. a country where liberal democracy functions 
almost undisturbed .. This gave him the opportunity of 
studying the effects of its principles at close range. Although 
it helped him to enlarge the framework of his experience 
and to free himself from his deep-rooted scepticism as .. 
to the. vitality of democracy in our · age, in lhe new 
surroundings he encountered certain . facts which h.e 
did not wish to face in the spirit of a mere inqtdrer. 
He was.constantly tempted, owing to the temporary security 
of this country, to: give way' to an optimism whi:ch CO'f¥d 
make him forget that we all are sitting on a: volcano; 

. and that those who have actually experienced the eruption . 
have a greater knowledge of the nature and depths • 
of the crater which is . yawning beIJ;eath our •. VV~ern 
society~ 
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6 AGE OF SOCIAL RECONSTRUCTION 

II 

THE CLASH OF THE PRINCIPLES OF LAISSEZ-FAIRE AND 

PLANLESS REGULATION AS THE MAIN CAUSE OF 

MALADJUST},l:ENT IN .MODERN SOCIETY 

He feels it is important to remember that our society is 
faced, not with brief unrest, but with a radical change 
of structure ; for this realization is the only guarantee of 
preventive measures. Only· if we know why Western society 
in the crisis zone is passing through a phase of disintegration, 
is there any hope that the countries which still enjoy com
parative peace will learn to control the future trend of 
events by democratic planning, and so avoid the negative 
aspects of the process: dictatorship, conformity, and 
barbarism. It seems to the writer that after studying 
the matter from many angles and weighing the different 
interpretations of the changes of the last decade, we are 
bound to come to the conclusion that in the period before 
us, planning will be inevitable. We naturally hope it 
will take a very different form from that conceived by the 
dictatorships. · Neither the nature nor the function of a 
planned social system demands the sacrifice of our real 
liberties or of the idea of democratic self-determination. 

Naturally one is enough of a realist to see that planning 
can easily be corrupted into dictatorship and the suppression 
ofall freedom. But it is just this realistic attitude that 
prevents the writer from rejecting the thought of planning 
out of hand. An accurate analysis of· the. changes in the 
structure of society and in the modem technique of govern
me11t leaves us-as this book attempts to show-,with no 
other alternative. . Thus agreement with the diagnosis ofthis 
book depends on whether the reader will concede that the 
technical and structural foundations of modern society 
ha'l?'e been completely transformed. Given this assumption 
tli!re is. no longer any choice between planning and laisser
fai'T'e, but only between good planning and bad. The author 
himself would rather live in a periodin which the social 
t>tder an4 the techniques of control did not allow one group 
of ~le to force its conception of " the good life " upon 
~other. Butwe b'aV'e no power fo choose the social order 

•··~•its techniques ofcontrol. . They are already in existence, 
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THE CLASH OF PRINCIPLES 7 
and the most we can do is to combine and mould them to the 
best advantage. 

In these circumstances every theoretical contribution 
which throws some light upon the question whether there 
is any form of planning which is in itself a guarantee 
against despotic abuse, every investigation which dis
tinguishes between the valuable modem elements in planning 
and the retrograde conception of dictatorship, is of more than 
theoretical importance. We must not forget that up to the 
present history has not produced genuine attempts at 
planning, since the experiments of which we know are 
blended with the spirit either of oriental despotism or m.ilitary 
dictatorial traditions. Thus a naive study and description 
of the existing totalitarian states is quite inadequate ; 
only a theoretical analysis of the facts in the light . of the 
concrete experiences of the last decade can separate the 
grain from the chaff. 

Realism prevents one from prophesying a Utopian future. 
It must be said in all seriousness that there is only a chance 
that the Western states with their deep-rooted democratic 
traditions will grasp the position in time, and will be 
enthusiastic enough to revitalize their ancient heritage to 
meet the new situation. But to-day this regeneration 
cannot . be simply a question of mood. The new policy 
must also be accompanied by a process of · theoretical 
interpretation, so that a fonn of planning can be found 
which will allow a maximum of freedom and self.:.determina• 
tion. At the present stage of development the successful 
organization of society cannot be left to chance. Prevailing 
trends cannot be successfully influenced or even deflected 
in the spirit of " muddling through ". There is no reason 
why, as the pressure of . circumstances increases and the 
menace to democratic civilization becomes more and more 
evident; . our habits of thought should not be transformed. 

If we are to direct the social forces effectively we m.ust :not 
Iemain absorbed in the continued pursuit of short-nm 
interests. The new form of policy can only succeed at a 
much higher level of.· consciousness, a consciousness with 
a taste for experiment. . . · 

If we . want to control the situation which confronts us 
in this phase of history instead of letting it control us, ~e 
must tum all our available scientitic · energies to stud~ 
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8 AGE OF SOCIAL RECONSTRUCTION 

the causes of the crisis and the wreckage of the. democratic 
system. At the same time we must try to understand without 
prejudice that the pyschological changes and the develop
ment of institutional organization in the dictatorial states 
arc different ways of reacting to the same basic situation
a situation which has become universal in the late industrial 
age. 

In these circumstances our investigations must be per
vaded by the feeling that tua res agitur ; though not in the 
sense that we ought to imitate dictatorial solutions. On 
the contrary, we must devote ourselves to studying them, 
so that when similar crises occur in our midst we can face 
them in our own way, in the spirit of the Western democratic 
tradition. We must never forget that the totalitarian 
solutions were oftel'.l only bewildered attempts to deal with 
the concrete difficulties in which these countries were 
suddenly involved; Even in private life the individual 
reacts aggressively, and tries to place dictatorial restrictions 
on other people's freedom, when he is not in theoretical and 
practical control of a situation. Spiritual cramp is often due 
to the helplessness of ignorance and to fear of the unknown . 

. Thus it is .important both to understand the difficulties of 
liberal, democratic society and its failure in times of crisis 
and to study the forced solutions called dictatorship. 

This is the only way in which there is any hope that the 
clictatorial elements will be divorced from planning. Perhaps 
in· the next phase of political history social mechanisms 
· can be found which will unite the principles of freedom and 

·· · planhing; so as on · the one hand to avoid the chaos which 
· must arise in unplanned social processes, and on the other to . 
. ensure that ·power. and totalitarian expansion shall not be 
.treat.ed as ends.in themselves. This can only be achieved by 
thought, e:x~ment, and political action. The more one gets 
int~ the tiabit of regarding political problems as questions 
~y of power and partly of successful or unsuccessful social. 
<>rgani~tion, the less utopian it seems that one should not 

· . .~:llly sb:ess the former aspect but also the latter. This makes 
· it important to .use . all our . intellectual energy towards 

· · ~ding . a . combinatfon of social. controls which. would 
det~ne . how far individual liberties should be· left 
~prtl$tri(:tEid, . in. order to preserve both the freedom· of the 
~ual and tbe efficienty of the cpmmunity. · · 
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THE CLASH OF PRINCIPLES 9 

The method of vindicating democracy and liberalism 
adopted in this book differs from the usual method in that 
it does not' regard the problem merely as ideological 
but tries to explain by means of a concrete sociological 
analysis what sort of freedom, democracy, and culture 
would be possible under an altered social system. The usual 
vindication of freedom, democracy, and culture can be 
described as ideological because the discussion generally 
terminates in showing that freedom in itself is better than 
regimentation, self-determination better than dictatorship, 
and spontaneous culture better than censorship of self
expression. No reasonable man will deny this as long as the 
question arises in an abstract form. But it seems to the 
writer that this is too cheap a victory. We are not concerned 
to-day whether any abstract form of freedom is better 
than any abstract form of regimentation. The problem 
is rather to discover what structural changes · in the 
different countries led to the downfall of the type of 
freedom, culture, and democracy which prevailed in the 
nineteenth century. The disastrous situation in which we 
find ourselves cannot be diagnosed, let alone remedied, 
merely by repeating the classic liberal arguments, with 
their relatively undeveloped sociology, and applying 
analyses which were only valid at a former stage of social 
development and for a completely different structure. 

It is clear that these urgent problems .:..annot be solved 
as long as freedom and democracy are regarded merely as 
ideological postulates, . or abstract principles of universal 
application. We really begin to grapple with them only when 
we are in a position to analyse them sociologically, just as a 
natural scientist investigates a zoological species, studying 
it inrelation to the sole surroundingsin which it can survive. 
In the same way the relevance of principles of political 
organization can only · be discovered by empirical means, 
that is by recognizing the social processes which either allow 
a mechanism to function ina society or else annihilate it. 

But it is not enough to rely upon the empirical analysis 
of society alone. Empiricism only answers theoretical 
questions if the theory is framed to fit new problems and 
enlarged experience. The hypothetical question, whether 
the once irreconcilable conceptions of freedom and planning 
are not . really· incongruous, cannot be a.nsweraj unless 
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10 . AGE Of SOCIAL RECONSTRUCTION 

we are willing to revise the traditional interpretations of 
democracy and freedom and to reach a new level of thinking. 
Those who do not draw a clear distinction between blind 
regulation and well considered planning, just because both 
interfere with a. hypothetical natural order of things, will 
never be able to understand the difference between a 
judiciously planned society · and the selfish rnanceuvres of 
a monopolistic group. The people who still use terms 
which were useful as a defence against an absolutist 
bureaucracy will never understand why planning to-day 
should mean something different from what bureau
cratic interference meant in the age when liberalism was 
fighting against state interference. The word planning, 
if it includes every kind of regulation, without making a 
distinction between haphazard interference and co-ordinated 
control, is too vague to provide any clue why it: should 
be precisely in this generation that planning begins to be of 
real significance. 

One can demonstrate by this example that all political 
thinking automatically formulates its fundamental terms 
ad hoe according to. the special circumstances of the time. 
A more thoroughgoing analysis of· these basic concepts will 
always reveal an unconscious tendency to take. the peculiar 
characteristics of social and spiritual experiences of one's age 
as absolute and so to include them in the general definition 
of an idea. 

Thus, for instance, the nineteenth century inevitably 
rneant. by freedom those forms of freedom which were 
possible and customary in its own social order. When this 
· order changed new situations a.rose, and it gradually became 

· ~ident · that th.e old definition wa.s based on examples 
that.•. were too limited in . scope, and these .fundamental 
terms: had to:. be revised to embrace the new empirical 
mateyial and the. wider asi,ects of the problem.1 This seems 
. !O be .the reason wliy e".'ery new epO<:h begins by. redefining 
.1tsterrns. State, Sl)vere1g11ty, authonty, property, law, and 
.so: ~ i3l'e consfantlY. ~de~ed . in the course of history. 
But it 1s not only pobt1calideas m the narrow sense that are 
liable to take on a wider meaning; All the ideas that must be 
~bed as. liistorical, since they are essentially embedded in 
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THE· CLASH OF PRINCIPLES II 

t.ne cultural setting of the age, change with the changing 
conception of human nature, and with the ethics and 

· psychology which go with it. It would be wrong 
to suppose that these historical· terms change because 
political, moral, and psychological thought is less scientific 
than i:hat of the natural sciences. Every age defines these 
terms afresh, for in the historical sciences the new empirical 
material· can only be obtained during the changing. course 
of history. The natural sciences are always redefining their 
terms in order to keep pace with the growth of knowledge. 
They enlarge their definitions as soon as new · facts compel . 
them to revise the current labelling of phenomena. But 
while the natural scientist can increase that range of new 
empirical facts at any time to cover more an<i more data, 
the sociologist very often has to wait for the appearance of 
a new social order in which facts appear in a new setting. 
In the historical. sciences the variability of· the social order 
only reveals itself in the course of history, and only the 
changing social situation shows how wide the .range of 
variability is. 

Countries in which social disorganization and recon
struction are not yet far advanced will .be the first to reject 
this reinterpretation of familiar terms, such as freedom and 
planning. They are not yet in a position to realize that the 
former state of affairs was only one possible form of existence, . 
and that the old habits of thought were limited in their 
conceptions, i.e. could only serve to interpret the funda:. 
mental relationships of their own epoch. But in spite of such· 
opposition we must emphasize the fact that .the fundamental 
problems of our age cannot be grasped until we realize that 
the process of transformation embraces thought itself. . . ·· 

For this reasori parallel with the empirical analysis of the 
essential changes in our society, an attempt is being made 
tp think about thought itself, · and fo. interpret meth'ods of • 
thought which are now :in c<>nflict as a part of the social 
process. We hope that this sociological interpretation may 
help to show why· the problems. of. the present time ~nnot 
be solved within the framework of former problems or •with 
the old equipment ofideas; . · · . · . ·.. · ... ··•· · 

If one looks at the changes in the Westeni world from the. 
p<)intof view of an obse.rver haunted by a sel).Se of crlsia, 
it is clear that. these changes do not consist <>f a series i;,f 
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12 AGE OF SOCIAL RECONSTRUCTION 

disagreeable incidents and isolated disturbances, but of a 
slow or sometimes a swift dissolution of the old social 
order, a dissolution in which the first traces of reconstruction 
are already visible. We know to-day that the tendency 
to conceive the course of history as a dramatic change from 
one kind of social order to another and to speak of a radical 
reconstruction, reflects the mood of revolutionary groups, 
and unconsciously lays all the stress upon a few spectacular 
events. This is to overlook the fact that even in so-called 
revolutionary periods the old and the new are blended. 
In these periods, too, the crucial changes are to be found 
in the too often unheeded processes of social adjustment. 
The blaze of revolution lights up only a few of the more 
conspicuous phases in this continuous change in human 
conduct and social organization. Revolutionary fervour 
could not spread its reforms far and wide without quiet 
preparation, and for this reason, if the revolutionary goes too 
far and decrees too many changes, in the course of time 
reaction follows, or the new institutions are fused with the 
old through the continuous adjustment of the various factors 
at work in the process as a whole. Figuratively speaking, 
reconstructing a changing society is like replacing the- wheels 
of a train while it is in motion, rather than rebuilding a 
house on new foundations. 

This study of the social process, which lays but little 
emphasis on glamour and incident and thinks in terms of 
transition rather than of absolute·· antithesis, must not 
overlook thefftctthat entirely new principles of construction 
can often be found even in trivial microscopic processes, 
provided they are integrated in a certain manner. Thus major 
principles are not infrequently concealed behind the mask 
of petty details. If the attention is concentrated not on 
the contrast behveen evolution and revolution but on the 
content of · the changes themselves, it is obvious that all 
highly industrialized states to-day are in course of trans
formation. They all aresuffering from the same dislocation 
of their normal existence, and the fact that some show 
opvJous symptoms .of the crisis and others are experiencing 
~imilarchanges at slower speed under cover of social peace, 
1s due merely to an uneven distribution of pressure on the 
ciifferent states, and to the existence of greater mental and 
material resources in certain coµntries. Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



THE CLASH OF PRINCIPLES r3 

None of us can clearly prophesy to-day what form the 
society of the future will take. But we know from history that 
even what is radically new in . the contemporary situation 
is usually only one factor in the later reality, for history always 
has more forces at work than reformers who look for a single 
panacea are willing to admit. Recent years especially have 
taught us that even revolutionary systems have abandoned 
much of their original framework, while the apparently 
peaceful states have been reluctantly compelled to adjust 
themselves more and more to the opposing system. Under 
the veneer of social peace they have become at least semi
totalitarian, while on the other hand the totalitarian states 
have had to give up many of their former plans. Owing to 
regulation and state interventitm in the democracies, the 
alterations made in Russian communism, the silent exclusion 
of capitalist influence in several vital economic spheres in 
Germany, a great many tendencies in these states, with their 
widely different outlooks, are beginning to converge. All 
this leads us to suspect that the deeper forces, which were 
present in the late industrial age, but which only the trans
formation of modern society has brought to light, sooner 
or later are bound to break through. In all these states there 
are tensions and difficulties which inevitably arise when the 
old laissez-jaire and the new principle of regulation are allowed 
to exist side by side without control. In the international 
sphere the effect of this antagonism is to be seen in the fact 
that production in every country is logically moving towards 
international economic exchange. Instead of accepting this we 
c::reate national economic self-sufficiency through the subtle 
medium of protection. Technical progress, together with 
modem currency and credit economy shows every promise 
of increasing the common good, but nevertheless the 
masses are being steadily pauperized by the crises, and 
increased production is faced with dwindling markets. 
We are centralizing the powers and resources of state 
sovereignty and destroying· the . last.· .. remnants . of .. self
government, the last chances of resistance within the 
national boundaries. But .this process of social integration 
into ever larger units is counteracted by the. autarchic · 
claims of despotic states, great and small, which, fortified by 
the. latest devices of military technique, are working not for 
world order, but for world destruction. 
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I4 AGE OF SOCIAL RECONSTRUCTION 

Even as far as the internal order of these states is 
concerned, we find antagonistic social forces at work not 
only in the dictatorships but also in the democracies. 
In the latter the tendencies which regulate internal organiza
tion are at loggerheads without the public realizing the fact 
-0r seeing any theoretical necessity for it. Statesmen and 
theorists still think in terms of liberalism, while the number 
of institutions and decrees which pave the way for a planned 
state increases day by day. Owing to a rift in consciousness 
which sets a gulf between men's principles and their real 
actions, these decrees and regulations are working under
ground. But this in no way lessens their significance; on 
the contrary they do all the more harm since no one has 
stopped to consider the consequences. Thus they clash with 
the freer system at every turn and paralyse its working. 

On the other hand, in the totalitarian states the factors 
which make for greater flexibility are struggling for 
expression. Dictatorship, which in its mania for regulation 
regards planning as a kind of strait-waistcoat for the body 
politic, is not in a position to suppress criticism and the urge 
for self-reform. Its social system is like a steam-kettle on 
the verge of explosion. As no institution is provided to act 
as a safety-valve, there is always the danger that it may 
burst. Purges are a very inadequate substitute for intelligent 
reconstruction. All these symptoms go to prove that every 
country. alike is groping for a new way of organizing 
industrial society. The democracies have not yet found a 
formula to determine which aspects of the social process 
can be controlled by regulation, and the dictatorships 
cannot see that interfering with everything is not planning. 
F()r planning_ can ()nlyhave a positive value if it is b.ased 
on the creative tendencies in society; i.e. if it controls 
living forces without suppressing them. · 
.. Processes are at work both in national and internationJ.1 

affairs, which can only find fulfilment in a new form of 
planning. As long as the social forces are left to themselves, 
conflict breaks out just when they are on the point of 
reaching a. solution. But it is due to human inadequacy, 
.and not merely to the social forces themselves, that men fail 
at. the eleventh hour to build these. latent tendencies into 
, ~oxkable system. At a certain stage of social development 
~t .is not. enough to leave external trends to themselves ; 
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we need a new type of man who can see the right thing to 
do, and new political groups which will do it. 

While hitherto the major changes of history have very often 
been incomprehensible both to individuals and. to sectional 
groups, the evolution of society has now reached a point at 
which these processes cannot be adjusted without adequate 
insight on the part of the actors. Moreover, while hitherto 
no particular group has had the responsibility of creating 
social integration-for anything. that happened was 
the result of haphazard compromise between conflicting 
tendencies-to-day there are indications that if the groups 
engaged in politics still refuse to look beyond their · own 
immediat.e interests, society will be doomed. At the present 
stage of events we need. a new kind of foresight, a new 
technique for managing conflicts, together with a psychology, 
morality. and plan of action in many ways completely 
different from those which have obtained in the past. 
It is only by remaking man himself that the reconstructio11 
of society is possible. The reinterpretation of human aims, 
.the transformation of human capacities, the. reconstruction 
of our moral code are not a subject for edifying sermons or 
visionary utopias. They are vital to us all, and .the only 
question is what can reasonably be done in this direction. 

III 

THE NEED. FOR A PSYCHOLOGY WHICH wouin BE SOCIALLY 
AND HISTORICALLY RELEVANT' . . 

Faced with this demand, we come .to the problems which 
form the central theme of. this book; the problem of how 
psychological, intellectual, and moral developments are·. 
related to the .social process~ a.nd the. problem of discovering 
the various sociological factors which . could explain w:hy • 
civilization is collapsing before our eyes. ·· 

•· Economic theory, though . beset. with ,controversies,· .. is.· 
able to explain many symptoms of thC:l present crisis by 
maladj:ustment in the system of production and distrib11tio:n, 
But if we ask why <>ur psytjlological, moral, and cultural 
life is s~owing the same traces of breakdown, we.are·har&, 

. . . Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



16 AGE OF SOCIAL RECONSTRUCTION 

in a position to offer a connected scientific explanation. 
Here and there we :find attempts to give a descriptive 
summary of the symptoms. From the point of view of a 
genuine explanation they are no more than a lament.1 It is 
impossible to indicate a single work which shows the con
nection between the rapid change in human beings-the 
abrupt alteration in their behaviour-and the great con
temporary changes in the social system. 

The main reason for· our failure in this branch of human 
studies is that up till now we have had no historical or 
sociological psychology. We have a laboratory psychology 
for an · experimental study of the general laws of human 
conduct, and an older psychology, based on introspection, 
for working out the general characteristics of the human 
mind by means of self-observation. But this type of 
psychology deals with man in the abstract, while the under
standing of history and contemporary action would imply 
a different psychology, which could explain how particular 
historical types were derived from the general faculties of 
man. Why did the Middle Ages and the Renaissance produce 
entirely different types of men? Why · do certain definite 
changes take place in human behaviour when war and 
revolution succeed times of peace ? 

From another point of view, it is high time that a link 
were forged between psychology and the social sciences. 
Economics and social science are based· on certain psycho
logical premises, which aretaken on trustby the sciences con
cerned, without asking whether the data have been checked, 
or whether highly problematical assumptions as to the 
uniformity of human behaviour may not unconsciously 
have crept into studies of. economic and political events. 
There . is no economic study, and no .economic history 
in :particular, that does not imply some conception of the 
constancy or variability of the profit motive ll.nd its relation 
to.·. other human incen.tives, no .. political ·science. that does 
not involve unconscious theories about the nature of power 
and. the desire for prestige. 

In allthesefields it is always an unsolved problem whether 

1• J. Huizjnga's ltt the Shad/JW o/To-mol'l'QW, tra.nsl. by J. H. Huizinga 
London,,Toronto, l~. and J. Ort~a. y Gasset's The Revolt ojthe Masses: 
~• 1932, are.valuable collections. of symptoms, but .do not analyse 
tl:!e causes and stn\cture of events from .the sociological point of view. Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com
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human nature is eternal as far as that particular branch of 
science is concerned, or whether its basic attitudes change 
with the changing social system. In times of slow trans
formation there is a tendency to regard human nature as 
constant in its essentials, for every one involuntarily regards 
the historical form of human nature which is current in 
his own epoch as eternal. In revolutionary times, therefore, 
the problem of the variability of human nature always 
appears in a new light. To-day both the rapid movement 
of events and the accumulated knowledge as to the range 
of this variability make it essential to study the question 
once more, both from the theoretical and the empirical 
point of view, with special reference · to historical changes. 
We still have no contemporary thinker who could summarize 
the many new discoveries about human psychology which 
are to b::: found in experiments. and monographs, and who 
could iry to interpret the great changes· of our time upon 
this basis. Instead the most important politicians and 
historians are content with a kind of vulgarized psychology, 
long since out of date, and cannot even understand the 
superficial, let alone the deeper causes of events. 

Of course it is not easy to bring scientific psychology to 
bear in analysing historical experiences and in diagnosing 
the symptoms of the present time. The main difficulty is 
that we are not yet accustomed to studying the human 
mind in relation to the changes in the social situation. 
For reasons which it is.difficult to gauge, there is.already a 
tendency in everyday life to concentrate almost exclusively 
either on the individual and his character or on· the outside 
world, which by a typical simplification, is interpreted as a 
combination of. a few vaguely. apprehended factors. ·. What 
we really need is a stubborn observation which never fails 
to perceive the social . aspect of every psychological 
phenomenon, and to interpret it in terms of a continual 
interaction· between ·the individual and society. 

The very same method of approach; which in our everyday 
experiences isolates psychology from the social situation, 
pervades our thinking when we turn to the scientific study 
of events .. Thus it will only be possible to.look at history 
from a new angle when. we can study the changes of the 
humm-i mind in a historical setting, in close connection virith 
the changes in the social structure. 
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Marxism took an important step in this direction when, 
unlike the idealistic philosophy of evolution, which studied 
each phase of the human mind individually, it regarded the 
development of consciousness, not as an autonomous 
process, but as bound up with the whole course of social 
history. It thus created a valuable pattern of thought for 
investigating the larger context of social events. The natural 
sciences-physics especially-work with such patterns of 
thought when they have to reduce a complicated process to 
its essential elements, and are anxious not to lose their way 
in a tangle of causes of minor importance. A hypothetical 
scheme, which allows us to see the intermediate links between 
economic, political, and psychological processes, leads to a 
great economy in thought. When this advantage has been 
pointed out it must at once be added that as soon as a 
pattern of thought is used, not as a tool with which to study 
reality, nor as a working hypothesis, but as a dogma, there 
is a danger that it may lead the observer to become too 
set in his ideas, and may prevent him in a given instance 
from using other models either as a substitute or as a 
supplement. Each system of thought can only be applied 
to a certain kind of process. A hypothetical interpretation 
only serves its proper purpose as long as it is able to order 
facts in a certain limited field of experience without dis
torting their inner nature. That is the reason why this sort 
of system cannot be immediately generalized. It may work 
in one sphere and not in another, or only with modifications. 
This is equally true, mutatis mutandis, of the systems used 
by physicists and sociologists. It applies, for instance, to 
the Marxian system for the economic interpretation of 
history. In certain epochs the onward course of events, 
the sequence of cause and effect, may fit in with the scheme, 
because .. the mainsprings of the age are technical and 
economic. But there can be other epochs in which vital 
changes. with powerful repercussions arise in spheres .other 
than that of economic technique, or spring from violent 
shocks to human consciousness. 

To . trace all the effects of economic influences, direct 
o~ indirect, upon our mental life would be a very important 
piece of research. Thus it is, of course, important to realize 
that under capitalism, which . is centred on exchange 
and marketing, everything tends to be regarded as a 
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commodity. Moreover, it is undoubtedly true that 
certain men who have grown up under this system will 
tend to look at every relationship through a tradesman's 
eyes. They will tend more and more to picture natural 
objects as commodities and look at personal relationships 
from a mercenary point of view. In this process those 
much-discussed psychological phenomena, self-estrangement 
and dehumanization, will develop and a type of man is born 
for whom a tree is not a tree, but timber. Moreover, it is 
possible to show, as Simmel 1 has done, that the institution 
of a money economy has developed our capacity for abstract 
thought and experience, not only in economic matters 
but in every sphere of life ; so that money forms not 
only our economic thought but our whole consciousness 
as well. 

But this method of contemplating our inner life in the light 
of economic processes does not exhaust all the possibilities 
of interpreting the mind in its relation to contemporary 
history. In our opinion there are many relationships 
which have nothing to do with economics and yet are 
social. These have quite as much effect on the content and 
development of psychological and cultural processes as the 
economic elements we have just discussed. In order to realize 
the existence of these non-economic, but sociological 
relationships, we have only to consider the simple fact that a 
small child behaves quite differently in the nursery and in the 
drawing-room and that an adult leads one kind of life in his 
family circle and another at .the club. In the nursery and its 
sociological surroundings hundreds of things are allowed 
that are· forbidden in another sociological setting. In 
psychological . terms this means that inhibition and the 
lack of it are atwo:rk in different groups, to different degrees, 
and in different forms. The forms of self-expression and 
ultimately the cultural conditions are thus co:nstantly 
related. to the different types· of social groups and to ·the 
processes which take place in them. No one will assert that 
the nursery or drawing-room, the family or club,are economic 
groups, governed·. by economic· relationships,. even if some 
economic fattors enter in. Thus there are an infinite nUII1ber 
of relationships and processes, like authority and subordina~ 
tion, distancing and isolation, prestige and leadership, and 

1 Simmel, G., Phuosopbie des Geldes. Leipzig, 1900; 
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their effect on psychological expression and culture may be 
sensed in different social settings. 

In this book we shall concentrate mainly on studying 
the effect of these genuine sociological relations and pro
cesses on the inner life and on civilization, on many aspects 
of the sociological conditioning of mental life which are 
usually disregarded. Apart from this we believe that it is 
only possible to understand the real extent of sociological 
influence on civilization as a whole if we call attention also 
to the psychological effects of the elementary social processes. 
It is not only the economic framework of society which 
is reflected in the vicissitudes of the human mind, but 
changes in the other surroundings, wide and narrow, in 
which men struggle or co-operate. How and where and why 
people meet, how power and influence, risk and responsibility 
are distributed, whether men act spontaneously or under 
orders, what social controls are possible; all these things, 
taken individually. and collectively, decide what is said, 
how it is said, what is consciously suppressed, or repressed 
into the unconscious, and within what limits the dictates of 
public morality are regarded as binding for all or as valid 
only within certain groups. Anyone who has noticed how 
a.tete-a-tite conversation changes both in subject and tone 
when an onl.ooker arrives, will realize how every change in 

.. the structure of society, in the function of social groups, 
an9- • in the znajor social processes has a c<>rresponding. effect 
on the forms of self-expression and ultimately on the state 

. of civilization. . . . . . . 
. ':the, study of these influences, which are not economic but · are nevertheless sociological~ must be· very . ~igni:ficant even 

toa Marxist if he has a genuine understandmg of his problem 
and comes to it with an open mind. He cannot by empirical 
means, establish his. contention that psychological changes 

· are ·ultimately · due .to changes .. in the techJilical . processes 
of production, until he has reconstructed all the links 
in social history . through which the original technical 
impulse was · 1::ransmitted. Thus, if in analysing · the 
tra.D$f~tions .ot an epoch he would like to take the 
changes in the division of labour and clas.s s~tification as 
~, first interm!:ldiate links in the chain. of. cause and effect~ 

. .f~~'by the ~ jil. ~e.conception of property and ~ 
k'.'.~~ ~tion of Justice, .and. then by the ch~e m 
'>'.;jt>~';t,_.', ,:·'·''' ,', , - ,, . ' ' ' . ' 
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government organization and the class hierarchy, at about 
this point he would have to discuss those intermediate social 
links of which we have just spoken. But Marxist research 
bars the way, for by regarding the economic and political 
factors as absolute, it makes it impossible to proceed to 
the sociological factors proper. Thus these relationships, 
which are neither economic nor political but social, form 
the real centre of the drama, in which social changes are 
directly transformed into psychological changes. Rightly 
understood, these non-economic yet social factors are the 
answer to the much-discussed problem of " mediation " 
(V ermittlung), for they represent transmission belts which 
act as a vehicle by which the basic principles underlying 
our society (among which the economic are undoubtedly 
very important) are transformed jnto psychological processes. 

In our opinion the number of sociological relationships 
and processes which effect the psychology of man is much 
greater than is usually supposed. We a.re even inclined to 
think that on principle the smallest change in the social 
configuration cannot take place without being immediately 
converted into a change in psychological and cultural 
expression. Owing to a faulty technique of observation 
we do not always realize this. Most of us are still 
sociologically blind and so not in a position to notice what 
is happening in our society, to say nothing of studying it 
systematically. Now all these social but non-economic 
relationships are not of equal importance. Anyone who 
wants. to approach a systematic study of the whole course 
of social history in its psychological aspects roust naturally 
begin with the most important points. 

Among this variety of social relationships one pair of 
opposites is of outstanding importance in the present age 
of transformation : the conflicting principles of competition 
and regulation. One of the most urgent tasks in this 
book is to trace a large proportion of the changes in the 
mental outlook and culture of our society to the effects 
of these principles, and to show that not only in economics, 
but in every sphere of life the. principle of regulation is 
replacing the principle of competition. 

The objection might be raised that we have just contra~ 
dieted the statement that important psychological changes 
always arise in the economic sphere, and yet competition and 
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regulation are economic principles. But this objection would 
be ill-founded. For these are universal sociological principles, 
which are equally operative in any province of society. 
There is competition for success in love, in art, in religion, in 
politics and so on, and in all these spheres the social aspect 
of the problem is reflected in the intellectual achievement. 
It was only because of the particular trend of thought 
prevailing in those social sciences which reflected the rise of 
industry, that the principle of competition was first dis
covered in the economic field, and that its economic effects 
were described in greater detail. That is why the universal 
validity. of the principle was only . gradually recognized, 
for no one looked beyond this particular instance of it, and 
its psychological and cultural effects were never explicitly 
stated. The change from competition to regulation in any 
sphere-as in politics, science, or art-may in certain cases 
be due to. economic causes, but it cannot be denied that it 
has a significance of its own, for its influence is felt in every 
kind of social activity. 

If these problems are dealt with in this way, the next task 
in a sociological study of culture will be to work out, if 
possible, the . social changes underlying the psychological 
and cultural changes to the last detail. This kind of empiri
cism is not as simple as the observation of society is popularly 
supposed to be. To-day there are even some scientists who 
think that if they devote themselves to a branch of social 
researclrand catalogue, enumerate, and describe everything 
they find, establishing a few correlations, they have made 
a scientific contribution to our knowledge of society and of 
civilization. Yet even a_ slightly deeper study of social 
phenQmena would prove that naive ·observations of facts 
do not suffice because sociological conditions mostly appear 
in a distorted form, and it requires theoretical knowledge 
and trained observation to unmask them, and :interpret 
their vicissitudes asa function of. the underlying processes. 
Perhaps it will not be considered an unnecessary digression 
if we give a few examples in a simpler setting to prove that 
the _ sociological meaning of psychological and _ cultural 
processes is almost always obscure tothe untrained observer, 
and that. ~ology consists in analysing the social factors 
,vorlciP;g _ l7eneath the surface, 
; W:~ ,roay l?egin with an example in which the process of 
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social selection is at work behind the psychological changes. 
To the layman every opinion seems to originate with a 
definite person and is then adopted by others. On the 
contrary, in everyday life we very rarely think out a 
situation logically from the beginning. We usually deal 
with fragmentary sections of it and only the most popular 
and conventional aspects of those. If this is true every 
individual opinion is the result of a long process of social 
selection. Hundreds and thousands of people in similar 
circumstances have made individual attempts to formulate 
the problem with which we are concerned. We have 
unconsciously absorbed fragmentary definitions of the 
various situations which are likely to occur. From these 
similar but varying individual interpretations we compile 
the opinions which seem to express our own view of the case. 
If the situation changes, we consider the modifications which 
we had previously rejected and another version of the same 
opinion will again become current. The speaker, of course, 
knows nothing of this process of selection and honestly 
thinks he has formed his own opinion, although he has only 
adapted a popular variation to meet his own needs. This 
is the only way in which the gradual changes in political 
ideology (Conservatism, Liberalism, or Socialism) can be 
explained. People repeat the same argument with infinite 
variations, and in spite of the apparent imitation, a change 
in the trend of opinion, closely correspo:.1ding to the changing 
situation, makes itself felt. These facts, together with the 
tremendous part played by the revival of former habits. of 
thought, if recurrent situations re-vitalize them prove that 
selection takes place in the realm of mind as well as in the 
realm of nature. 

To take another example, the layman again misinterprets 
psychological trends when he speaks of a sudden change in 
national character. How often in the last few years has 
one heard the remark that it is quite inexplicable how the 
Germans could have changed so completely in so short a 
time. The most serious mistake which the layman, and even 
the psychologist who has had no sociological training, is 
apt to make is to select a single man as his criterion, and 
then to regard him as the incarnation of all the changes that 
have taken place. If the different phases of the psychological 
changes which have been diffused throughout a: large Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com
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community are projected on to a single individual, one has 
only to multiply this fi:gure a millio?fold in or~er to ~ri~e 
oneself on being a social psychologist. In this case 1t 1s 
clear that the cardinal mistake was in creating the fiction 
of. a uniform change passing steadily over an entire nation, 
instead of making a concrete analysis of social mechanisms. 
If we are to avoid mistakes of this kind we · must divide 
this complex transformation into its successive phases, with 
a different social mechanism at work in each. 

First we must correct the phrase " the Germans ", which 
implies · that " the German " in the abstract has evolved 
a new form of thought and experience. This abstract talk 
about the genus "man" displays the layman's ignorance 
of sociology in its most primitive form. Everyone who has 
studied the origins of the National Socialist movement 
knows that not all Germans have changed, and that even 
at the time of the Weimar Republic the first signs of this 
new outlook, this storm trooper's philosophy, were already 
visible in · unrepresentative fringes and groups. By the 
process of social ascendancy in a revolutionary society the 
once despised ideals of the classes then rising to power 
came to represent the standards of the whole community. 
But this in its tum could not have happened had not two 
other sociological laws come into play. 

First there was the rule, usually justified by experience, 
that people tend to imitate the actions and opinions of . the 
ruling classes. National character in this. sense is really the 
behaviour which is characteristic of the ruling classes and is 
gradually adopted by their subordinates. To-day this is 
reinforced by another mechanism. At the present stage of 
centralized propaganda new patterns of thought and 
behaviour can be popularized in a much shorter time and 
on a, much larger scale than was formerly possible. Once 
centuries passed before the customs and conventions of the 
ruling classes became general ; now they can be taken over 
in a few years. Thus we ought to study the r6le of three 
sociological mechanisms in order to see how these psycho• 
logical changes fit in with one another. These mechanisms are 
the rise of lower groups, the spontaneous imitation of the 
ruling classes, and the modem devices for propagating new 
standards of thought and behaviour. 

We will give a further instance of the foreshortened 
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perspective which inevitably misleads the naive observer. 
It is well known that the lives and writings of eighteenth
century thinkers and politicians show a remarkable optimism 
and belief in progress. This attitude can either be explained 
by tracing the causes of this optimism to events in their 
private lives, or by making a historical study of the psycho
logical tendencies of the age, groping in the past for the first 
traces of this confident belief in progress. But neither 
method is really convincing as a final explanation of the 
universal mood which can only be explained by interpreting 
the optimism of individuals in terms of the common social 
situation. 

In the second half of the eighteenth century, France, as 
far as the intellectuals and the bourgeoisie were concerned, 
was in a very favourable position, owing to the development 
in economic processes and in the political sphere. Whole 
groups within these classes were given opportunities of rising 
in the social scale. The universal delight in progress, the belief 
in action and reform, sprang from the common experience. 
This was the origin of the general inclination to take an 
optimistic view of history itself or to believe in such 
interpretations. The pessimistic tendency, so widespread in 
Germany after losing the War, has the same sociological 
significance, although confidence has been replaced by 
despair. This tendency is reflected in the popularity of 
Spengler's book Tke Decline of the West. The specialized 
research which concentrates on the lives of individual 
authors, ignoring the sociological conditions which formed 
the common background of experience and gave rise to this 
progressive spirit, is necessarily incapable of understanding 
what really happened to these individual men. The student 
who confines himself to one section of reality becomes the 
victim of a kind of foreshortened perspective, in which he 
involuntarily treats these isolated :individual careers as 
though they were complete in themselves. 

If we look at material production we all know that every 
process is only one element in a division of labour covering 
the whole of society. But when we study the life of the 
mind and trace the development of moods, attitudes, and 
outlook, we are apt to forget that here too we only see a 
section of its collective history, and the individual's point 
of view, e.g. his private optimistic philosophy is very often 
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only a single reaction in a uniform . social and psychological 
development. . . . . . . 

Genuine soc1olog1cal empmc1sm can never consist of 
piecemeal observation but must always include theoretical 
reconstruction of the nature of the whole process as well 
as a.n emphasis on petty details. This can be done in 
two ways: very often a single wisely chosen representative 
incident tells more about the very structure of society than 
a mass of unanalysed material. But in other cases, it might 
also be very useful to start with the principle and find the 
facts through which it expressed itself. But whatever 
procedure we might choose, facts and structure are con
tinuously related to each other and facts only become more 
than data if · their function in the whole mechanism is 
adequately realized, for it is the total structure of society 
alone which reveals the real function and meaning of the 
parts. 

We must always. begin by assembling the pieces, taking 
account of all their different aspects, so that they can be 
seen as phases of the underlying social processes. If the facts 
are to be studied scientifically they must be grasped in all 
their sociological bearings. Newton's achievement in seeing 
the falling apple not as an apple but as an expression of the 
laws of gravity, has only exceptionally been rivalled in the 
sociological or cultural spheres. These phenomena have 
not as yet been properly analysed or relateq. to other events, 
so that the sociological principles governing their changes 
and developments have too seldom been treated as a coherent 
theme. We are still at a stage in which we talk about the 
apple and rarely mention the laws of gravity. Just as no 
theory of money could be formulated as long as money was 
regarded as the concrete commonplace thing it appeared to 
be, and it only became really intelligible when its changes and 
the processes they involved were translated into terms of its 
economic and social fuuctions, so we must translate the 
other phenomena of human and· social history into terms of 
functioJ1al and structural .. analysis. It is high time that 
everything which· the classical economists have done for 
economic behaviour should also be done for social behaviour. 

This. does not. mean that we refuse to admit the validity 
9f psychology, resthetics, jurisprudence, or any science . of 
tp?-ll or civilization other than sociology. We only mean that 
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as long as all these separate sciences are unable to translate 
their individual conclusions into sociological terms, they 
are ignoring one of the most important aspects of their 
subject. To-day it is impossible to make a systematic 
and historical study of religion, art, or law, without con
sidering their social implications, or to investigate the history 
of psychology and of the inner life without relating the 
reactions of the individual psyche in its dealings with its 
fellows to the social situation as a whole. 

IV 

LIMITATIONS AND SHORTCOMINGS OF THE PRESENT BOOK 

It is perhaps too ambitious to provide so many justifica
tions for a few sociological essays. Had not the writer learnt 
by experience that every new science has similar difficulties 
in gaining acceptance, he would have preferred to let his 
researches speak for themselves. But as these very diffi
culties teach us so much about the processes which govern 
the dissemination of ideas, we must dwell a little longer on 
this theme. 

Directly a new science appears questions of method are 
bound to arise, for the established sciences unconsciously 
try to belittle the newcomer, or when that is impossible, 
to translate its discoveries in terms of their own habits of 
thought and their own frame of reference. 

Of course in theory the only aim of research is to establish 
the facts of the case and. get at the truth, and the forum 
in which the merits of every achievement must be judged 
is scientific publicity, In fact, from the sociological point 
of view, . there is no scientific publicity as such, There 
are only· the scientific publics .of historians, psychologists, 
anthropologists, economists, and so on, which inherit many 
ofthe characteristics of.human groups, and very often betray 
all the symptoms of sectarian thinking. But a careful 
analysis of this collective attitude shows that every branch 
of science is expert, not merely a,t devising methods of 
studying certain provinces of life, but also at creating 
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inhibitions and defence mechanisms which bar the way to a 
complete and adequate knowledge of society. 

The historian is all too often inclined to impress upon his 
pupils that nothing that is excluded from documents and 
archives deserves to rank as a fact, and that the whole of 
contemporary history is, therefore, unworthy of scientific 
treatment, for it has no access to the arcanum reserved for 
documents. Everyone knows how superior an archivist feels 
and it is difficult not to ascribe this hauteur and the methods 
that go with it to an exaggerated estimate of the importance 
of his work and a kind of compensation for the sacrifice 
involved in collecting facts for archives. 

The same extravagant emphasis on a particular approach 
to the facts can often be observed in the anthropological and 
sociological field-worker, though it appears in a different 
form. He only describes an analysis as " realistic " when 
it is obtained by the method of direct observation, if 
possible without the aid of theoretical reasoning. The 
same also frequently applies to the statistician except 
that he makes a fetish of measuring and tends to regard 
only measurable elements as the genuine substance of 
knowledge. 

Turning to the psychologist or psychiatrist who has the 
opportunity while at work in his consulting room of probing 
into hidden motives by sympathetic intuition, or sounding 
the depths of the unconscious, one senses a new kind 
of self-satisfaction, which regards the proud methods of 
the archivists and field-workers as superficial dabbling. 
In his opinion these men touch only the institutional 
surface of human history, a mere fai_;ade which hides the 
living spirit. For psychologists and psychiatrists only the 
personal aspect of experience matters ; the hidden 
motives of individuals are the mainspring of events. 

But aH these students of social history have to face the 
opposition of the theorists, who sometimes as economists, 
sometimes as sociologists, raise the methodological objection 
that all these forms of approach give us nothing but frag
ments, unnaturally torn dut of their context, and that their 
real i:p,eaning can only be revealed by imagining a kind of 
working model of society, designed to include every aspect 
of its functions. 

The theorist considers that from the standpoint of genuine 
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empiricism, the greater accuracy obtained by a meticulous 
attention to detail is outweighed by the loss of perspective, 
the failure to see the wood for the trees. Once a single 
branch of knowledge is studied in isolation it becomes 
unreal, and paradoxical as it may sound, the only person 
who is acting realistically is the theorist, who pieces these 
fragmentary observations together to form a coherent 
scheme. The stronger his theoretical powers are, the clearer 
his realization that the only perceptions worthy of the na,me 
of reality are those which have passed the stage of survey 
and statistical researches and are able to interpret events 
in all their different aspects as fragments of a complete 
social order, the outlines of which can be drawn through 
carefully stated inference. Economic theorists are used to 
working with hypothetical models of thought in which 
deductive reasoning plays a great role. This very often 
makes them think that a higher scientific dignity is attached 
to such thought processes, whereas everyone knows that 
these deductions are no better implements for grasping 
reality than any other tool which does justice to the special 
sphere of reality with which it has to deal. 

So this unprofitable wrangle between the so-called con
ceptualists and the empiricists continues, although the 
conflict of opinions is really only imaginary, for there 
can be no empiricism without carefully defined concepts, 
and no realistic concepts without empiricism. 

The contempt the sciences so often feel for one another, 
the defence mechanisms they devise to shield themselves 
against each other's methods, are a kind of pro!essional 
ideology, current among specialists, which has a double 
origin. Every specialist is acting in good faith when he 
believes that his own method is the right one, for he 
unconsciously confuses the section of reality on which he is 
working with reality itself, and if a method is the best 
means of dealing with his own subject, he urges its adoption 
in every :field. Apart from this more or less. comprehensible 
illusion as to the value of familiar methods, this mutual 
aversion has a purely sociological o;.igin, even more primitive 
in form. It is impossible to deny that there is a battle for 
prestige between the different faculties in the universities, 
and the bitterness with which this conflict of methods is 
waged is very often due to the fact that a faculty which 
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is supported by an older academic tra~itior_i or is ab~e 
to claim a greater accuracy of method ra1ses its academic 
prestige. 

There are, however, no methods which are more accurate 
in themselves ; mathematics are no more to be revered than 
a knowledge of hidden motives, concrete description is no 
nearer to reality than constructive inference ; their value is 
determined by the nature of the province they have to 
explore. Measurement can only b~ applied to ~omething 
that is adequately measurable ; it becomes maccurate 
when it is used to investigate motives. Description is only 
more realistic than constructive inference when it is dealing 
with subjects and relationships which by their immediate 
appearance· convey what they really are, whereas if we were 
to deal with sociological facts, the meaning of which can 
only be disi;;.overed by reconstmcting the whole social context 
of which they· form a part, theoretical inference will be 
more accurate in its results than an insistence upon tangible 
detail. 

To-day we see more and more clearly that defence 
mechanisms are at work in every province of thought; and 
just as international co-operation is only possible when the 
disastrous effects of the defence mechanisms which the 
nations employ against each other have been traced to their 
true source, so the necessary co-operation between the 
different social sciences is equally impossible until these 
methodological defence mechanisms have oeen revealed. 

It would be a tremendous step forward if social scientists 
realized that not only the collection and description of 
facts but the theoretical .. formulation of new problems 
must keep pace with the changing social process, In· the 
social <Sciences the questions involved do not reveal them
selves in bare facts but in a series of conflicts and crises 
which can only be illuminated by adequate analysis. 

Owing to the contemporary mania for what are called 
facts, we are apt to forget that an age can only learn to 
kno\V itself if the different methods of approach, the power 
of formulation!. and. the analysis of complex phenomena, 
do not lag behmd the collection· of data. It is not enough 
that. our age should be rich in a knowledge of fundamental 
!acts, which gives ~t ample scope for new experiences ; 
1t must also .. frame its. questions adequately. This it can 
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only do if the tradition of theoretical formulation is held in 
the same esteem as the technique of sheer fact finding. 

Now it cannot be denied that owing to the defence 
mechanisms created by this period of specialized fact 
finding, even our best sociologists have avoided the greatest 
themes. But as some interest in the nature and trend of the 
social process is indispensable in every society, the construc
tive themes of sociology are left to laymen. Without belittling 
their services as guardians of a vital interest, it must be 
admitted that the situation is serious, for these amateur 
theorists ignore the valuable results obtained by the 
scientific testing of facts and empirical· analysis. Con
sequently at a further stage their work of synthesis is not 
based on a discriminating analytical knowledge, but consists 
mainly of a speculative elaboration of a few elementary 
assumptions, which, even if they once had a meaning are 
now out of date. In these circumstances it is clear thatthis 
period of mere fact finding has lasted long enough. We must 
try to create a period of theoretical integration, an integra
tion that must be carried out with the same sense of 
responsibility which the specialists always feel in approaching 
their particular problems. Synthetic hypotheses are only 
valuable as long as they formulate the changes they set out 
to interpret with the aid of a comprehensive knowledge 
of detail. 

I am convinced that the meagreness of our sociological 
knowledge in regard to essential issues can be traced to the 
fact that the specialized social sciences have been absorbed in 
details and have shut themselves off from the essential 
problems, which were involuntarily thrust upon the other 
professions.The solution of thesevitalquestions fell into the 
hands of political dogmatists and literary essayists, who, of 
course, are not unimportant as a kind of socialeHte, but rarely 
have had the benefit of the. tradition and training that is 
needed for the responsible elaboration of scientific facts. The 
political dogmatist is concerned with sociological questions, 
not from disinterested love of knowledge but in order to 
justify .. his party. .. The literary essayist tdes to achieve a 
kind of private synthesis; the key to which lies in the 
chance biographies of individual writers, rather than in the 
evidence of scientifically studied material. The philosopher, 
who often tries to interpret political Jue on a speculative 
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basis has no access to social empiricism owing to his aloof
ness from actual fact, and is usually content to justify a few 
metaphysical dogmas held by his own school of thought. 
It is this unprofitable division of labour and not the scarcity 
of material which makes it difficult to raise our knowledge 
of society to the level of a sci.ence. 

Sociology will continue to ignore the essential questions 
as long as specialists refuse to see their problenlS as a whole 
and leave the synthesis to phraseologists. As long as 
scientific knowledge is scattered among the different 
specialists no one is responsible for considering the problem 
as a whole, and it passes into the hands of those who have a 
speculative. axe to grind. If the social scientists wish to 
acquire a genuine knowledge they must think out the 
problem of scientific integration just as thoroughly as the 
problems of scientific specialization. If this problem is 
taken seriously ·the inhibitions caused .by obsolete defence 
mechanisms will be overcome and the synthesis of results 
will be entrusted, not to· the irresponsible layman, but to 
the scientist· himself. 

The following inquiries represent an attempt to explain 
in terms .Qf sociological processes a great number of isolated 
events which have occurred in our age. A time will 
probably come when it will be easy to describe the events 

. in our own lives or in the life of the community, not in 
• ~tive fori:n, but as a series of sociological problems and 
• conflicts. To. try. to translate them into these terms to-day 
, is Uke. exploring a new country, so that the writer· feels it 
is better to conf~ that he is only groping his way rather 
than to create an illusion. of finality or absolute proof. This 
inc()Jllpleteness-:--fa. every sense of. the. word-'--has influenced 
the form of this book. It is a series of essays which were 
written at different times around the same theme ; . an 
attempt to. diagnose the · changes in the · social • structure 
from the _syinptoms. of this critical period. Since this boQk 
grew, as it were, out of the events themselves it had· from 
the ()tttset no uniform plan, 1;,ut tried to reach the SllXIle 
~tre from different points at the periphery. Thus a 
certain a.mount of repetition is inevitable ; here and there 

· CQn~ctory .statements have. not been reconciled where 
.~~to. express the genuine predicament of our thought, 
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as in general I feel that we should not aim at absolute 
consistency at too early · a stage, when our main task is 
rather to break the old habits of thought and to find the 
new keys to the understanding of the changing world. The 
writer, when looking at the fragmentary nature of his 
contributions, sometimes consoles himself with the reflection 
that perhaps no one is to-day in a position to form a complete 
picture at a moment's notice, unless he satisfies himself 
with the repetition of older teachings in a dogmatic form. 
Textbooks, closed systems1 philosophies of history mostly 
marshal the fragments of a knowledge which is already 
achieved and even this is usually done in a conventional 
way, while our immediate problem is not only to record the 
new kinds of facts emerging from the rapid changes of our 
time, but wherever possible to look below the surface of our 
cherished ideas. This disregard of the traditional methods of 
approach, now sociologically necessary, is of course only 
possible by fits and starts and is in itself unfamiliar, because, 
as we have seen, we must form a clear idea, not only of the 
things themselves, but of the way in which we think about 
them. Every system of thought tends only too quickly to 
become habitual in a certain group, whereas. anyone who 
wants to understand the new element in events must be 
able to show why the former principles of investigation 
conceal the very facts he is anxious to discover and must also 
be able to explain what the new method of approach is really 
like. Yet every author who is trying to do this to-day will 
have felt the pressure of particular groups all wanting to 
influence by their special hypotheses . the frame of reference 
for which he is groping. Very often it is only. natural· that 
these pressure groups in the sphere of the mind should exert 
all the power at their disposal to gain their own ends,since 
their professional task is not to seek for truth but to put 
through certain schemes. The politician, if he is to gain a 
following is forced to draw up a clear and . definite · pro
gramme. He must behave as though he had an answer to 
everything. But if there is to be a science of politics and of 
society there must be no obligation to find a definite 
solution before the time is ripe. The sociologist must beable 
to say: " Thus far have I come and no further : the rest 
I leave to my successors.» 

These studies are not intended to· lead to the conception 
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of the world encouraged by political propaganda, but to 
offer a contribution, however small, to a synthetic study of 
the social sciences. It is becoming more and more obvious 
that this synthesis can never be achieved simply by pooling 
the results obtained by the special sciences, but only by 
learning to think without keeping one's thoughts in water
tight compartments. Later on we shall have more to say 
about the nature of this interdependent thought.1 The 
technique of synthesis can only be worked out by starting 
with individual concrete problems and pursuing all the 
further questions which arise out of them at every turn 
without an undue respect for the boundaries of the specialized 
sciences. In this way it is possible to obtain a multi
dimensional view of social conditions, a view which is 
certainly not equivalent to a comprehensive conception of 
the social structure but· only a :first step towards this end. 
Every chapter in this book accordingly begins with a 
definite problem which is complete in itself, and gradually 
tries to proceed to the central. problem of our time and to 
contribute something to the creation of a coherent picture 
of contemporary society. 

In the :first two studies we are concerned with the negative 
phenomena of disintegration and the psychological crises 
of mass society ; that is with problems that are bound up 
with the most recent changes in our civilization. In the 
third · we investigate the more radical consequences of 
spiritual decay and the drift towards war. Only in the 
fourth is there a deliberate discussion whether, side by side 
with the destructive forces which are breaking up the 
present system, other processes are at work which give us 
cause to hope that they may bring about a transformation 
of man. and of. soqiety. It is clear in this connection that 

. a radical change is taking place, not only in our thought 2 but 
in. our very nature, In taking stock of modern times one 
· <::annot fail. to notice that 4ew sociological all.d psychological 
ni<:thods of in:B.uencing human behaviour are being discovered 

·. au:d. play an increasingly important role. Considered in. this 
cont.ext the .social significance of the different .schools of 

J. Cf. Part IV of.thia book. 
. .• ~ea.iiets . who are· not pamcu~ly ·· interested in epistemological 

• C:. • . ~. '· should perhaps pass over those· pages which might seem too 
·. . . £Qr them. 
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psychology becomes clear. In the final study we shall 
suggest how the'problem of the new social order may possibly 
be solved. Although the most we can do is to sketch the 
broad outlines of a solution, this is worth attempting, for 
we ought at least to have a clear idea of the essentials. 
Only the future can supply the details of such a diagnosis. 

We hope that this book may be of use to those who are 
trying to gain a scientific knowledge of the present time. 
Thus both the educated layman and the expert may welcome 
the bibliographical notes which have been added at critical 
stages in the argument, and may appreciate the even more 
comprehensive systematic bibliography at the end of the 
book. The aim of these bibliographies is to encourage 
further research in various directions, and enable the 
student to follow up on his own account the inter~dependence 
of the factors operating in various fields. In this we are 
mainly hampered by the fact that bibliographies are usually 
compiled from the point of view of specialized branches of 
knowledge, and only very seldom bring together those 
investigations which would help us to understand the real, 
that is to say, the multi-dimensional nature of social events. 
The mere fact that books and characteristic articles which 
otherwise could only be found in widely scattered sources, 
are here mentioned in the same bibliography, might in 
itself facilitate the new type of exploitation of existing 
knowledge. It is needless to say that such a ·bibliography. 
does not even suggest the idea of completeness, and will 
very often disclose the limitations of the author's knowledge. 
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I 

THE PROBLEMS OF ENLIGHTENMENT 

The crisis has its lessons and we must learn them. For 
many of us the problem of human nature and the possibility 
of changing it has only been raised through the events of 
the last few years. Two prejudices seem to have collapsed 
simultaneously : first, the belief in a permanent " national 
character ", secondly, the belief in the " gradual progress of 
Reason in history ". 

It has suddenly become evident that our everyday, and 
often our scientific psychology as well, was unconsciously 
based on assumptions which implied a well integrated and 
stable society. It has become clear that even the most 
careful study of individuals and masses produces a false 
picture when it neglects the total situation of the society in 
which they exist. An enduring national character and slowly 
changing customs are only to be found in stationary or slowly 
changing societies. Reason progresses, and chaotic forces are 
suppressed only as long as the social structure fulfils certain 
conditions of harmonious growth as, for instance, when the 
psychological development of society keeps pace with its 
technical development. 

Of these two widely held theories the latter seems to us to 
be the more relevant. We are much more interested in the 
share rational and irrational elements have in the formation 
of our personalities and of society than in the maintenance of 
the doctrine concerning .the unchangeability of national 
character. In any case the doctrine of natiqnal character was 
always cherished by those who desired to maintain the status 
quo. Belief in progress, on the other hand, has chiefly been 
associated with a positive attitude towards the changeability 
of man and society. . 

Certain groups in society we always knew to be animated 
by latent irrational impulses. The most di$astrous effect of 
events in recent years is by no means merely that these 
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groups have abandoned themselves to irrationalism. Far 
worse ls the way in which events have nonplussed those 
other groups from whom we had expected some resistance· 
to an exaggerated irrationa:lity and which now, overnight, 
have lost their belief in the powers of reason in society. 

This sudden impotence of groups which have hitherto 
ruled society and which, at least since the Age of Reason 
have given our culture its special tQne, has once again shown 
how important it is to have faith in one's mission.1 It has 
demonstrated that it is by no means. unimportant how 
social groups conceive the general course of history and 
their function in it. We must on that account revise our 
view of the main f eatutes of the historical process. 

To begin with we must include in our picture of historical 
development our recent experience of the power of the 
irrational, which has really brought about the present 
confusion. It may well be ttue that belief in the progress of 
reason in history was merely a delusion. It may also be, 
however, that when people prophesied a continuous growth 
of rea.Sbn in history, they took account only of one element 
in the whole process, and only recently have we been able 
to feel the full force of other factors which were latent. 

Obviously such questions lead .us back to problems 
raised by the Age of Reason-more comprehensive problems 
which we tended to lose sight of in our attempts at specializa-

.• tio:t1, but which alone have given meaning to the partial 
observations of the specialist. But we must not be afraid 
to go back to the sources of our Weltanschauung and to 
.revive certain fundaniental questions. The questions raised 
in. the Age of. Reason-as to how far history is directed by 
rational· reflection ~d how far. by irrational forces, how far 
moral cond17:ct ~ be realized in society, or how: far blind . 
impulsive r~ctions are decisive at the turning points of 
history-all .these are. now. alled in question again under 
the impact of present day events. To-day it is possible for 

> . 1 The best _treatmc.t of ~ qu~ is. still Sorel's Rlftexions ffW 14 
~. Paris, 1912 (English. translation, "Rdei:tiOIIS on Violence," 
N- Yorlc, 1$12). More teeelltly Harold D, Lasswell has undertaken to 
•~~ ·the ~· function of .:ui.yths in WC!"hl Pol#i(;S ana Personal 

• I~, New York, 1935, and Pol#w: W/IO Gm What, When, and How, 
New .Y<>l;k, 1936; Cf,. also K. Manubelm, Iikology ana Utopirl. An ~.:U.,~bi=:f. KnowJedt,, London, New York, 1936 
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us to formulate these questions much more precisely than 
before. For us they are no longer mere speculative themes 
in the philosophy of history. Since the Age of Reason we 
have gained a great deal of psychological and sociological 
insight, and what we really :need now is a comprehensive 
framework in which the new knowledge in the various fields 
of learning can be :fitted into place. 

II 

THE THREE POINTS OF DEPARTURE OF THIS STUDY 

Let us begin the following inquiry with an illustration 
which will make clear the three main theses of this study. 
Let us imagine ourselves standing at a busy street corner 
in a large city. Everything about us is in motion. On the 
left a man is laboriously pushing a barrow, on the right 
a horse and cart passes at a steady trot. From different 
directions cars and buses roll by. Somewhere in the air the 
hum of an aeroplane can be heard. There is nothing unusual 
in all this, nothing that to-day woula call forth surprise or 
astonishment. It is only when detailed analysis has revealed 
the unexpected implications of the most obvious things 
in life that we discover sociological problems underlying 
these everyday phenomena. Barrows, drays, motor cars, and 
aeroplanes all represent typical means of transporta
tion in different historical epochs and accordingly in a different 
historical phase of technological development. In spite of 
their different historical derivation, in spite of the fact that 
they arose in different periods, they all fit in with one 
another as in the scene above. Their simultaneous operation 
does not lead to serious friction. This " contemporaneity of 
the non-contemporaneous " was first noticed by the art 
historian W. Pinder, in the course of his studies in his own 
field.1 And, indeed, in art the co-existence of forms and 
influences which are very different in their origins does not 
necessarily lead to serious tensions or crises. Thus in an 
old cathedral, for instance, Romanesque walls, Gothic 

1 Pinder, W., Das Pt-oblem der Gmwalirm in <le, Kunstges~hkMe Europas( 
Berlin, 1926. 
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pillars, and Baroque decorations can exist side by side in 
unbroken peace. 

But although the inventions of various epochs may exist 
alongside one another in many spheres of social and 
intellectual life with very little friction, there are situations 
in which this non-contemporaneity may lead to a catastrophe. 
We need only imagine certain modifications in the scene 
portrayed above in order to see at once the tensions which 
would arise and the disastrous consequences they would 
have. Let us suppose that the aviator who was just flying 
above us so peacefully and harmlessly suddenly drops a 
load of bombs. In a single moment everything below 
him is demolished, everything living killed. All of us must 
admit that in our present situation this development is by 
no means a fantastic hallucination, but is rather to be 
classed with those terrors which may at any time be realized. 

In face of this horrible sight our unlimited enthusiasm 
for human progress, which was the basic dogma of earlier 
generations, involuntarily decreases. To be sure, as regards 
technological scientific knowledge, men have accomplished 
great things since the invention of the barrow. But-we 
ask ourselves-is the 4uman mind in other fields actually 
very different to-day from what it was in the days when 
the barrow was the chief means of transport ? Do our 
motives and impulses really operate on another or indeed 
on a higher plane than those of our forefathers ? 

What is the significance of the aviator dropping the 
bombs ? It is that human beings are able to make use of 
the most modern products of inventive genius to satisfy 
primitive impulses and motives. Thus, when a city is 
destroyed by means of the technique of modem military 
science, it must be attributed to the fact that the develop
ment of the modern technical mastery over nature is miles 
ahead of the development of the moral powers of man and 
of his knowledge of the social order and social control. The 
phenomenon su~gested by this whole analogy can now be 
described in socrological terms : it is the phenomenon of a 
disproportionate development of human faculties. Individuals 

· a~ well as historical and social groups may, under certain 
circumstances, suffer from the danger of disintegration 
because their capacities fail to develop equally and 
harmoniously. We know very well in the field of child 
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psychology that a child may develop intellectually with 
extreme rapidity while his moral judgment and his tempera
ment remain on an infantile level, and the same is equally 
possible in the life of social groups. If such an unevenness 
in total development is dangerous for the individual, in 
society it must sooner or later lead to a catastrophe. 

Hence, our first thesis 1s as follows : the contemporary 
social order must collapse if rational social control and the 
individual's mastery over his own impulses do not keep 
step with technological development. 

This disproportion in thedevelopment of human capacities 
has a twofold meaning. In so . far as it refers to the fact 
that in a given society technological and natural scientific 
knowledge has advanced beyond moral powers and insight 
into the working of social forces, we will speak of a {I general 
disproportion in tke development of human capacities ". 
Likewise in none of the more complex societies is the gqod 
judgment and morality necessary for mastering s~ial and 
economic problems equally distributed amoug all groups 
and classes. This second type of disproportion we will call 
" social disproportion " in the distribution of. rational and 
moral capaciti'es in human society. 

Our second thesis is that the unfolding of reason, the 
ordering of impulses and' the form taken by morality, are 
by no means an accident, nor do they involve primarily only 
single individuals and the characteristics they happen to 
have. On the contrary, it depends on the problems set by 
the existing order of society. 

If we turn our attention to this order, we shall discover 
that it is primarily the existing division of functions in 
society which determines a man's social position and creates 
different kinds of opportunities for. forming intellectual and 
emotional elites. It is the social structure which in this sense 
favours certain groups and condemns others to. passivity 
since to one it assigns tasks which require certain acts of 
thinking and deciding, while the others can adjust themselvl35 
to their position only by renouncing all insight or initiative. 
In. India, for example, . this functional distribution of 
intellectual and emotional qualities took on a caste-like · 
form, with the priestly caste concentrating in itself all 
intellectual and psychological culture .... and· achiev(}ment, 
while the warrior caste practicall.y monopolized the 
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psychological capacity for the exercise of _pow~r. _Sim~lar to 
this, though not so crude, was the social · d1stnbution of 
psychological and intellectual functions between the nobility 
and clergy in the Middle Ages. 

As a third thesis let us take the following : societies 
which existed in earlier epochs could afford a certain 
disproportion in the distribution of rationality and moral 
power, because they were themselves based on precisely this 
social disproportion between rational and moral elements. 
A society ruled by a despot-citing an extreme case so 
that we can observe the phenomenon in a pure form
exists by virtue of the fact that the insight and initiative 
necessary for ruling over a society is found at its maximum 
in the despot himself, while the others, slaves and 
subjects, cannot see things asa whole and have no initiative. 
In contrast with this, the-novel element in modem society 
is the. ultimate incompatibility of these two forms of 
disproportion with the continued existence of this society. 
Neither the general lack of rationality and morality in the 
control of the total process, nor their unequal social 
distribution will allow it to go on. 

The reason why this double. lack of proportion is in the 
long run incompatible with our type of society becomes 
clear when we consider two groups of facts which are 
essential to its working. On the one hand modern industrial 
society stirs into action those classes which formerly only 
played a· passive part in political life. Let us call this new 
and far-reaching activity of the masses the fundamental 
democratization of society. On the other hand, another factor 
is at work in our society which we will call the process of 
growing interdependence. This is the ever-increasing degree 
in which individual activities are being linked up with one 
another . into larger wholes. 

We will now concern ourselves with a more exact analysis 
~f these. two processes. 

III 
TlIE PRINCIPLE OF FUNDAMENTAL DEMOCRATIZATION 

T0::-day a growing number of social groups strive for a 
share·in social and·political control and demand that their 
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own interests be represented. The fact that these social 
groups come from the intellectually backward masses is a 
threat to those elites which formerly sought to keep the 
masses at a low intellectual level. It was worth while for 
these ruling classes to keep down the masses intellectually, 
as long as they could assume that the ignorance of the 
masses would keep them away from politics .. Even to-day 
dictators, after they have come to power, try to deaden the 

. will to action of those very masses by whose newly mobilized 
energies they have risen to their present position. This 
may, of course, succeed for a time, but in the long run the 
industrial system leads to a way of life which constantly 
puts new vigour into the masses, and as soon as they enter 
in one way or another into po!itics, their intellectual short
comings and more especially their political shortcomings are 
of general concern and even threaten the elites themselves. 
If to-day we often have the impression that in times of 
crisis mass-psychoses rule the world, it is not because 
in the past there was less irrationality, but rather 
because hitherto it has found an outlet in · narrower social 
circles and in private life; only to-day, as a result of the 
general momentum brought about by industrial society, is 
it forcing its way into the arena of public life and even at 
times dominating that arena. 

As long as democracy was only a pseudo-democracy, in 
the sense that it granted political power at first only to a 
small propertied and educated group . and only gradually 
to the proletariat, it led to the growth of rationality even 
when· in fact .. this amounted to no more than the rational 
representation of its own interests. But since democracy 
became effective, i.e. since all classes played an active part 
in it, it. has been increasingly transformed into what Max 
Scheler called a "democracy · of emotions " (Stimmungs
demokratie) . . As such, it leads less to the expression of the 
interests of the various social groups and more to sudden 
emotional eruptions· among the masses ... • It once. looked as 
if the intensifying conflict of interestsin the world to-day 
might culminate. in an . integration of . interests . which, 
although originally antagonisHc, .. could be led. to .• a rational 
compromise or fittedinto a rational .form• of organization. 
But now it seems as though the irrational is to pre'1ail 
after all. • In the tumultuous periods. of recent revolutions, 
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such mass energies have forced their way to the top with 
increasing vigour. Any dominant group which has been 
naive enough to believe that it will make use of these 
energies will soon find itself in the awkward position of 
being pushed instead of doing the pushing. . . . 

Here we see one of the reasons why a society m which 
rational habits of thought are unevenly distributed is bound 
to be unstable. As the democratizing process becomes 
general it is increasingly difficult to let the masses remain 
in their former state of ignorance. Either one desires 
democracy, in which case one must attempt to bring everyone 
to more or less similar levels of understanding, or one must 
reverse the democratizing . process, which indeed the 
dictatorial parties are, of necessity, attempting to do. 

The only way in which dictatorial solutions to social 
crises can be permanently successful is by centralizing the 
.control of individual wills.. The real problem, however, is 
to know how far these attempts are counteracted by the 
conditions oflife in modern industrial society. It is difficult 
to--day to draw up a balance of the forces working for and 
against the progress of this democratizing process. Every 
step in the concentration of the control of the material 
apparatus of society, as described by Karl Marx and 
Max Weber._.;.the concentration of the means of produc
tion, as well as that of political and military weapons-is a 
growing thteat to the dynamic principles of democratiza
tion and. brings about the dominance of small minorities 
under capitalism as well as under communism. In the 
former, it is apt to lead. to political, economic, and cultural 
feudalism; in the .latter the jntellectual and executive 
.functions tend to become bureaucraticto the last degree.1 

1 · Oii the• puiisibilitjes of· forming a new aristocracy under· capitalism, 
cf •. Carl .Brinkmann, " Die Aristokratie .im kapita.listischen Zeitalter " im 
Gl"Unllriss.tkr Soiialiikonomih, section ix, vol, i, pp. 22 seqq. (Tubingen, 
1931); .. :· · .· ·• · · . . . 

l'he. material eo11.cerning the situation in the U.S.S.R. is by no means 
~ ·or always trustworthy, Among recent writers, Eugene Lyon, 
.A~ .in Ulopi,a (New York, 1937), . ~d Albert Rhys · Williams, 
n.ii. ~ (New York, 1937), contairi .collSlderable data.. Cf. also the 

' W~.S, · ·~ · B., Stmd. Co,nmunism, 2 vols., new. edition (London, 
,:~•''..AU~ worlal .must be consulted with much caution. Max 

.: · ~1ressay, "Der Sozlalismiis," in Gssamnulle Aujsam 8U1' So&iologi, 
-,J ~tih (Ti.lbingen, 192,4); is still very much worth reading with 
~t ~ .~ l'~ of bul-eaucncy under ~ . . 
i ~.&~ m ~dition ~ the excellent older.work of <,.ustavus Myers. 
',,~ }'*Y t ., . ,, ' ' 

-~;.;•}'. 
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Apart from the concentration and centralization of 
capital, there are, above all, three ways in which positions 
of social power are monopolized, and all of them are in 
conflict with the process of fundamental democratization. 

(a) 'Whereas the controlling elite formerly based their 
decisions on a general conception of life which was accessible 
to broad and inclusive groups, the process of rationalization 
heightens (as we shall later have occasion to show in more 
detail) the significance of the specialized expert who is 
highly trained within a limited sphere. Therewith, social 
knowledge and the power of making decisions become more 
and more concentrated for purely practical reasons in a 
limited number of politicians, economic leaders, adminis
trators, and jurists. 

(b) Hand in hand with this monopolization of knowledge 
goes· concentration of administrative activity in a 
bureaucracy which is becoming increasingly separated from 
the other social strata.1 

The great difference between the individualistic organiza
tion of the liberal epoch and the organization of the present 
and immediate future is not primarily to be found in the 
greater efficiency of the modem division of labour and in 
the formation of new interest groups. These factors are 
undoubtedly very important, but in its consequen,:ies the 
creation of an almost caste-like bureaucratic order will in 
the long run be more important and more penetrating than 
any of these factors. As a mediator between conflicting 
social groups or as the ally of certain classes the bureaucracy 
as an indispensable new functional unit will know bow · to 

The llistcry of the Great Amevican Fortunes (new ed., New York, 1936), 
there ·have· recently appeared several· works containing much valuable 
material on the formation• and functions of the American plµtocracy. 
These are Anna Rochester, Rulers of America (New York, 1935); Dixon 
Wector, The Saga of AmericanSociety (New York, 1936) ; E. C. Lindeman, 
Wealth and Culture: and Ferdinan4 Lundberg, Ameri,;a's Si:rly Famitus 
(New York, 1937) ; Hany Laidler, Concentration of Control in American 
Industry (New York, 1931); and A. Berle and Gardner Means, Tks 
Modern Corpora#on and private Propmy (New York, ... 1932). Cf. also 
the bibliography on " Social Control '' at the end of this book. 

1 Cf. concerning the following; the chapter on bureaucracy in Max 
Weber's "Wirtschaft und Gesellschaft" in Orundriss der Sowdoekoncmik. 
section iii, vol. ::?, part 3, chap. 6, pp. 650--678 (TO.bingen, 1925). Cf. also 
Gablentz, O. H. von der, "Industrieburea.ukratie," in Sdmollers JaJw
bfk;her, vol. 50, 1926, pp. 539-572. Cf. also in the Bibliography III, 4 a 
and b. 
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establish its :monopoly of control. In the course of time 
it will also try to close its ranks to outsiders even to the 
point of making its offices hereditary. 

(c) In the decisive political conflicts of the near future, 
however, the greatest significanc;e roust be attached to the 
concentration of the instruments of military power. Even in 
earlier social orders, this sphere offered a special opportunity 
for a monopoly of power to those minorities which succeeded 
in gaining control of it. The concentration of the instruments 
of warfare now in progress renders it probable that new 
dictators of the right and of the left will organize a sort of 
janissary troop of. military technicians and specialists.1 

Like the army which upheld the Turkish power, a military 
force may be so isolated socially from the general population 
that it can always be used against it. The concentration of 
military instruments lessens the chances of every type 
of insurrection and revolution, as well as of the execution of 
the democratic mass will. 

The secret of the democratization which took place in the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries lay in the simple fact 
that one man meant one gun, the resistance of one thousand 
individuals one thousand guns. To-day the relative strength 
of the opposed forces is not to be measured by counting 
heads but by the number of people who can be killed or 
held in terror by a single bomb. The guarantee of the 
general democratization of the preceding century lay not 
only in industrialization but also in the fact of universal 
conscription which, especially after a lost war, could become 
the means of a general insurrection. For the future every
thing will depend on the extent to which the military 
technique will require the support of the general population 
as well as of a relatively small professional army. 

In spite of these powerful counter tendencies, the outlook 
for the advancement of fundamental democratization is not 
entirely hopeless. The forces which have created it and 
which maintain it are among the indispensable elements of 
an industrial society and can be destroyed only if it, too, is 
destroyed. The fact that in forming public opinion and in 

1 Cf. Sila.s Bent McKinley, Democracy and Military Power, New York, 
1934,.and Alfred Vagt's H_istory of Militarism, New York, 1937, which 
con~ a vast amount of information on this and cognate subjects and 
copious references to the literature. 

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



INCREASING INTERDEPENDENCE 49 

various spheres of conduct increasingly violent methods 
must be used against itis the best proof that the fundamental 
democratic trend is still at work and is continuously being 
created anew out of the intricately spun texture of the 
modern soda! fabric. This society is in its very nature based 
on an increasing internal differentiation, so that its lesser 
units cannot all be controlled by the central body. There
fore in these lesser units there is always the possibility of 
escape fo:r the individual who wants to resist, and 
a constant drive towards the creation of new forms of 
activity.1 Suppressed elements learn to adapt their tactics 
to all manner of threats, including even military ones, ll Thus, 
the political as well as the economic bureaucracy will only 
be able to cope with the complicated machinery of society 
as long as it can be sure to a certain degree at least, of 
the acquiescence of small personal groups and those 
which collect around industrial plants or are voluntarily 
organized for the pursuit of some common interest. 

IV 
THE PRINCIPLE OF INCREASING INTERDEPENDENCE 

The second danger in the disproportionate development 
of intellectual and moral capacities is to be found in the 

1 Cf. the chapter on " situation$ ", pp. 299-306. .· 
• It is predictable that the concentration of milita_:ry technique and the 

creation of special guards will be followed by .a new kind of revolutionary 
strategy aiming at the disorganization of the military forces. It has 
already been observed that quite ludicrously armed revolutionary troops 
cau triumph• with the aid of ptopag.\Ulda. For example, Lasswell, in this 
connection, mentions that :in the Canton uprising 2,000 storm troops 
had no more than 200 · bombs .and 27 revolvers, In. Shanghai 6,000 men 
had only 150 weapons. The Petrograd garrison had been worked on by 
propaganda before it allied itseli.with. the Bolsheviks in 1917, cf. H •. D. 
Lasswell," The Strategy c,f Revolutic,nary and War Propaganda/' Publi& 
Opinion and W<Yrld Politics, ed. by Quincy Wright (Chicago, 1935), p, 215. 
Regarding the technique of the modem coup d'etat,. cf. C. Mala.perte, 
The Technique of the Coup d'Etat (New York, 1933), a.n4• more recently 
R. Postgate, How to Make a Revolution (London, 1934). · Leon Tro~•s 
Histo,y of the Russian Revolution (new one vol. edition, New York, 1936), 
contains many brilliant remarks on r;oup d'etats in. general.as well as a 
shrewd a.Ralysis of the Bolshevik insun-ection of l'.l'ovember, 1917. 
A .. Neuberg, . De, bewaffnete A ufstand : Venuch einer theQretischen. D4Y• 
ste'tlung, Zurich, 1928. Cf, also in the Bibliography, V, .. 4 "Forms of 
Social Change.•~ 
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fact that modern society, as a result of the great inter
dependence of its parts, can absorb these irrational, emotional 
shocks much less easily than earlier social orders. In many 
respects, it is true, modern society is much more flexible 
than earlier societies since, owing to technological advances, 
it has greater reserves at its disposal. Thus, for example, 
certain critics of capitalism never thought that it could 
possibly support such gigantic armies of unemployed for so 
many years. On the other hand, the interdependence of all 
its parts makes the modem order much more sensitive than 
a simpler form of economic organization. Indee,d, the more 
minutely the individual part.s of a large mechanism fit 
into one another, and the more closely the single elements 
are bound up together, the more serious are the repercussions 
of even the slightest disturbance. In a well-organized railway, 
for instance, the effects of an accident are more far-reaching 
than they were in the stage coach system of transport, 
where accidents and dislocation were taken for granted 
from the very beginning. In the more or less simple economy 
of pre-War Russia hundreds of thousands and even millions 
could die of starvation without causing maladjustments in 
the rest of the world. In contrast with this, in the world 
economy of the present day over-production in one market 
becomes the misfortune of other· markets. The political 
insanity of one. country determines . the fate of others, and 
the brutal, impulsive, emotional outbursts of the masses in 
action · signify a catastrophe for a whole society and even 
for the entire world, since the interdependence of the modem 
social organism transmits the effects of every maladjustment 
with increased intensity.1 

If in a short time we cannot reach the same stage of 
reason and morality in the control of society and of our 
own natures that we have reached in technology, the social 
order· will_ collapse. We should. be . neither sociologists nor 
even scientists if we were willing to let the matter 
rest with •such._ a .general diagnosis and vague prophecy. 
The problems which we have raised here concerning the 
growth ofrational elements in our society and their relation 
te> ,the)rrational eleme_nt~ can only be cleared up by 
sociological research, as.it .is apparent that definite relation-

1 On the principle of interdependence, cf. R. Muir, T/le Interdependent 
World am. Its Problems (London, 1932). 
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ships exist between the development of these forces and 
certain social situations. Philosophers and sociologists once 
thought that there was a tendency towards rational and 
moral progress inherent in the human mind. That this is 
untrue is clear to everyone who knows what is happening 
in the contemporary world, for it can be asserted with 
confidence that in the last decades we have receded rather 
than advanced as far as moral and rational progress is 
concerned. We see ever more dearly that the human 
mind, when suddenly brought into unfavourable circum• 
stances, can relapse quite directly into earlier stages 
of its development. When, however, we state the problem 
sociologically and not in· terms of a philosophical theory of 
social progress-which can be no more than a philosophical 
faith in a mind independent of circumstances-we must ask 
ourselves above all which situations favour certain forms 
of egoism and recklessness, and which have the opposite 
effect of creating a capacity for responsibility. If we 
state our problems in this way, we break up the 
general philosophical problem into specific . relationships 
which can be concretely observed. In this way, perhaps, it 
becomes possible to make significant statements about the 
broad and many-sided problems which concern us. There 
is, of course, one question which we can never answer 
scientifically, namely: What are the unique and individual 
paths which a given person must follow to attain a rational 
and moral way of life? We can, however, easily diagnose 
the typical situations which lead. to rational . and·. irrational 
conduct. 

V 

CLARIFICATION OF THE VARIOUS MEANINGS OF THE WORD 

" RATIONALITY '' 

Before turning to the central question concerning the 
typical. situations in industrial society from which certain 
forms of rationality or irrationality arise, we must first 
make certain observations . about the general nature and. 
species of rationality. and irrationality ... Few word!! are us~<f:i ·· ;,:, 1 
in so ma?y _contradictory way~ .. For th1S veryreas?n we w:iU~ ''!A 
havetolimitourselvestoexplainingtwo9ftp.emost 1.mpmiailt , ·. ·· 

·,1 .. 11) 
l ~t lJ Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



52 RATIONAL AND IRRATIONAL ELEMENTS 

uses of the words " rational " and " irrational ", which, 
in our opinion, are indispensable in sociological analysis. 

Sociologists use the words " rational " and " irrational " 
in two senses, which we will call " substantial " and 
" functional " rationality or irrationality.1 

It is not very difficult to explain the nature of 

1 It would take us too far afield if we were even to cite only the most 
important literature on" rationality" and" irr~tion_ality ", t<;1 say p.othing 
of attempting to work out the various standpomts involved m this state
ment of the problem. We will therefore limit ourselves to references to 
those theories which are most useful to the sociologist. · German sociology 
has placed the conc~ts ".rational", "irrational" at the very centre 
of. its interests. 

In this connection Georg Simmel and Max Weber are most important, 
The former's Philosopbie des Geldes (Leipzig, 1900), attempts to deter
mine the sociological consequences of the rationalization of life brought 
a.bout by the use of money. Max Weber's whole woi;k j.s in the last analysis 
directed towards the problem: "Which social factors have brought 
a.bout the rationalization .characteristic of Western civilization ? " In 
his works he uses the concept " rational " in many senses of which the 
type "purposeful rational behaviour" (Zweckrationales Handeln) is 
the best known. Although we have H. J. Grab's little book: Der Begriff 
des Rationalen in Iler Soziologie Max Webers (Karlsruhe, 1927), we still 
need further exploration and illumination of this theme. 'Cf. also A. von 
Schelting, Max Webers Wissenschaftslehre (Tiibingen, 1934, sections i and ii). 

In .addition to Max Weber's use of "rational", we should refer to 
Pareto's distinction between " logical " and " non-logical " conduct, as 
well as to his distinction between " derivations " and " residues ", all 
of which are important guides to the sociological analysis of political 
thinking. Cf, his Traite de Sociology enerale (Paris and Lausanne, 1917) 
(English trallslation Mind .and Soc New York, 1935, by Andrew 
Bongiorno and Arthur Livingstone), Les systemes socialistes (Paris, 
1926), and the brief resume of .his work by Bousquet, G. H., Precis de 
sociokigie d'apres Vil/redo Pareto (Paris, 1925). Also Borkenau, Franz, 
Pareto. (London-New York, 1936). 

In Anglo-Saxon literature, John Dewey's various writings, which seek 
to defip.e the concept of thinking, seem to be the most fruitful for the 
IIOCiologist, Here we will mention only his How we Think (Boston, 1933) 
(new edition) and Human Nature and Conduct (New York, 1922). George 
H. Mead's posthumously published Mind,. Self,. a1id Society (Chicago, 
1934}, is of. the greatest importance for our understanding of this problem. 
Attention should .also be given to G. Santayana's Reason in Society 
(London, 1937, 3rd edition). These theories deal with relationships between 
knowledge and conduct, a problem which, incidentally. is exhaustively 
treated in the Gennan literature, though in a somewhat different manner, 
within. the :framework of the " theory ·of ideology " and the " sociology 
of knowledge". Talcott Parsons's The Structure of Social Action (New 
Y ork-,,London, 1937), also deals with .this problem. Fot further references 
see I>P· 82 and 206. 

In addition to these, the theories of L. T. Hobhouse should be taken 
iilto_ ll.CCOUnt •. Cf. among others his The Ratiotfal Good : A Study in the 
Lcg1,() c>f Pra&Uce (London, 1921). Among English students of the subject 
~orris Ginsberg has dealt :with the problem in his Psychology. of Societ.y 
(London, 1928, 3rd ed.), chapter iii," The Role of.Rea.son." 
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ttsubstantial" rationality. We understand as substantially 
rational an act of thought which reveals intelligent insight 
into the inter-relations of events in a given situation. Thus 
the intelligent act of thought itself will be described as 
" substantially rational ", whereas everything else which 
either is false or not an act of thought at all (as for example 
drives, impulses, wishes, and feelings, both conscious and 
unconscious) will be called "substantially irrational". 

But in sociology as well as in everyday language, we also 
use the word " rational " in still another sense when we 
say, for instance, that this or that industry or administration 
staff has been " rationalized ". In such cases we do 
not at all understand by the term " rational " the fact 
that a person carries out acts of thinking and knowing, 
but rather that a series of actions is organized in such 
a way that it leads to a previously defined goal, every 
element in this series of actions receiving a functional 
position and r6le. Such a functional organization of a series 
of actions will. moreover, be at its best when, in order to 
attain the given goal, it co-ordinates the means most 
efficiently.1 It is by no means characteristic, however, 
of functional organization in our sense that this optimum 
be attained or even that the goal itself be considered rational 
as measured by a certain standard. One may strive to attain 
an irrational eschatological goal, such as salvation, by so 
· organizing one's ascetic behaviour that it will lead to this 
goal or, at any rate, to a state of :irrational ecstasy. · 
Nevertheless, we should call this behaviour rational becallSe it 
is organized, since every action has a functional r6leto play 
in achieving the ultimate aim. Whether a series ofactions 
is functionally rational or notis determined by two criteria: 
(a) Functional organization with reference to a definite goal ; 
and (b).a consequent calculability when viewed from the 
standpoint of an observer or a. third. person seeking to adjust 
himself to it. 

At. :first.· sight the distinction between substantial.·. and 
functional. rationality does not .. seem to. be so .·im!)Qrta;nt. 
One may object that a functionally rational series of actions 
must in imagination be planned out by .. somebody 

1 . In t;he following we 
ality .because it is not 
this investigation. 
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during its execution it must be also thought out by the 
person executing it, consequently both ~orms_ are on!y 
different aspects of the same type of rat1onal1ty. This, 
however, is by no means, or at least not always, true. And 
in order to recognize this one need only think of an army. 
The common soldier, for example, carries out an entire 
series of functionally rational actions accurately without 
having any idea as to the ultimate end of his actions or 
the functional r6le of each individual act within the frame
work of the whole. Nevertheless each act is functionally 
rational since both criteria apply to it, (a) it is organized 
with reference to a definite goal, and (b) one can adjust 
oneself to it in calculating one's own actions. We shall, 
however, speak of the functional rationality of conduct not 
only when the organization, as in an army, depends in the 
last analysis on the plans of certain authorities far removed 
from the actors, but also when this organization and 
calculability can be traced back to traditionally inherited 
regulations. Even societies which are held together by 
tradition are rational in the functional sense since their 
activities are definitely calculable and individual actions 
derive their meaning from the part they play in achieving 
the goal of the whole course of actions. The most that one 
can say about them is that very often they are as yet not 
perfectly organized. 

If, therefore, in the definition of functional rationality, 
emphasis is laid on the co-ordination of action with reference 
to a definite goal, everything which breaks through and 
disrupts this functional ordering is functionally irrational. 
Such disruption can be brought about not only through 
substantial irrationalities such as daydreams and the violent 
outbursts of unruly individuals, to mention the most extreme 
cases, but also through completely intellectual actions which 
do not harmonize with the series of actions on which attention 
is focused. An illuminating example of the disturbance 
which can arise from substantial. irrationality may be seen, 
where, for example, the diplomatic staff of a state has 
carefully thought out a series of actions and has agreed on 
certain steps, when suddenly one of its members falls prey 
to a nervous collaJ>$B and then acts contrary to the plan, 
thereby destroying it. The functional rationality of the 
conduct of the diplomatic corps can also be disturbed, 
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however, when it is opposed and rendered impotent by 
certain actions of the war ministry which have also been 
organized with the same amount of care and thoroughness. 
In this case the rationalization of the war ministry can be 
described as functionally irrational from the standpoint of 
the diplomatic staff.1 It therefore becomes clear that the 
term "functional irrationality" never characterizes an act 
in itself but only with reference to its position in the 
entire complex of conduct of which it is a part. 

Now that we have made these distinctions, we can safely 
make the following statement. The more industrialized a 
society is and the more advanced its division of labour and 
organization, the greater will be the number of spheres of 
human activity which will be functionally rational and 
hence also calculable in advance. Whereas the individual 
in earlier societies acted only occasionally and in limited 
spheres in a functionally rational manner, in contemporary 
society he is compelled to act in this way in more and more 
spheres of life. This leads us directly to the description of a 
particular type of rationalization which is most intimately 
connected with the functional rationalization of conduct, 
namely the phenomenon of self-rationalization. 

By self-rationalization we understand the individual's 
systematic control of his impulses-a control which is always 
the first step to be taken, if an individual wants to plan his 
life so that every action is guided by principle and is directed 
towards the goal he has in mind. My mode of conduct, my 
control over and my regulation of my impulses will obviously 
be quite different when I am a member of a far-reaching 
organization, in which every action must. be carefully 
adjusted to all the others, from what it is when I am more 
or less isolated and independent and can do whatever I 
think right. 2 As a factory worker, I should have to control 

1 One of the most striking examples is offered by. the conflict between 
political . leaders and the. general staff represented by Ludendorff and 
Hindenburg during the last years of the Great War, a continuous conflict 
which always resulted in the thwarting of plans the politicians had made 
by the grumbling and disapproving genera.ls, a conflict which in its most 
striking• phases has been analysed by BeI:nhard Schwertfeger, Das Welt
kriegs1nde. Gedanke11 uber die deutsche Kriegsfuhrung, 1918. (Potsdain, 
1937), pp. 35--41, 119-142 .. 

• .The subordination of aUacti,ons to a single goal is excellently treated 
by Max. Weber, op. cit. Another notable treatment of this pr~ in 
history .i$ • Schi.ic:king, L,, · Die Fami#e. im Puritanism.us {Leipzig and 
Berlin, 1929). 
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my impulses and wishes far more complet~ly than .a~ ~n 
independent craftsman, where my professional activities 
would be so loosely organized that I could from time to time 
satisfy wishes which were not always immediately connected 
with the work in hand. Modem society attains perhaps. its 
highest stage of functional rationalization in its administra
tive staff, in which the individuals who take part not only have 
their specific actions prescribed-this sort of rationalization 
of tasks may possibly be more advanced in the Taylorization 
of workers in an industrial plant-but in addition have 
their lif~plan to a large extent imposed in the form of a 
" career ", in which the individual stages are specified in 
advance.1 Concern with a career requires a maximum of 
self-mastery since it involves not only the · actual processes 
of work but also the prescriptive regulation both· of the 
ideas and feelings that one is permitted to have and of 
one's leisure time. · 

Thus we see that the different forms of functional 
rationalization are closely linked up with each other : the 
functional rationalization. of objective activities ultimately 
evokes self-rationalization. 131it self-rationalization as we 
have met it so far does not represent the most radical form 
of the rationalization of the acting subject. Reflection and 
self-observation, as distinguished from sheer self-rationaliza
tion, are an even more radical form of it. 

It is an example of self-rationalization if I adjust my 
spontaneous wishes or sudden impulses so as to attain a 
given end : thus if I obey the laws of a technique of thought 
or keep to .. the motions prescribed by the technique of a 
particular type of manual work, I am, by a process of mental 
training, subordinating my inner motives to an external aim. 
Self-observation,· on . the other hand, is more than such a 
. i Cf. K. Man:ab.eun, " Wesen und Bedeutung des Erfolgsstrebens '· 
iil..Arehi11 ftw ~u,uehaft und. So;ialpolmk, vol. 68 (1980); · The 
COUllGl)t of " career" whieb. is OD.e of the .most important in social 

ology and; sociology bas not been treated to any considerable extent 
odern SOClo!,ogy. There. are numerous worth-while. remarks in Max 

·· · •• eber's Protestant Elhi,c ad . Wirlsc'/laft .und (;esellsMaft (esp. under 
" Bliromtie 'j, Cf. also Charles. H. Coo~ey, ''. Pel'$0nal Competition " in 
~ T~ Mid Social Rue_cwi;'/1 v•cew Y~k, 1930), pp. 1~3-228 • 
. M. ~-Ya.bQda. and . H •. Zeisl, D-, A,beUslosm . "® Maf't,fflt'/lal, 
~~; 1.. Harold D: Lasswell, World l'olmes <ffl4 Personal Inse1:'1wi.t3!, 
,f~•~orJ; 1985. ~ of the more -P.¥cit analyses of this phenom~ is 
of-~~ and. the Person·, by E •. C,,Hughes, Amer.·Joum. 
. ,_a'Joiy, voL :diii ()i~. 1&37), pp. 404-418. · 
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form of mental training. Self-observation aims primarily 
at an inner self-transformation. Man reflects about himself 
and his actions mostly. for the sake of remoulding or trans
forming himself more· radically. Normally man's attention 
is directed not towards himself but towards things which 
he wishes to manipulate, to change, and to form. He 
usually does not observe how he himself functions. He 
lives • in immediate acts of experience ; he is absorbed 
in them without ordinarily comprehending them. He 
reflects, and sees himself for the first time when he fails 
to carry through some projected action and, as a result 
of this failure, is thrown, so to speak, back upon himself. 
" Reflection," " self-observation," " taking account 
of one's own situation" assume, in such moments, the 
functions of self-reorganization. It is clear that persons 
who are confronted more · frequently · with situations in 
which they cannot act habitually and without thinking and 
in which they must always organize themselves anew will 
have more occasion to reflect on themselves and on situations 
than persons who have adapted themselves once and for all. 
The impulses and drives of the latter have been. organized 
as far as a few situations which are important for them are 
concerned, they function, so to speak, without friction. 1 On 
that account mobile types of persons-among them the 
Jews-tend more frequently to be abstract and reflective 
than the so-called " stable " and deeply rooted types. At 
the same time it becomes apparent that a society which 
must carry out more complicated processes based upon 
thinking and acting with a purpose in view, will, in certain 
situations, necessarily tend to produce the reflective type 
of person. From this point of viewit is clearly fallacious to 
regard reflectiveness-as many romantic thinkers do-,..as 
being under aU circumstances a life-extinguishing. force. 
On the contrary, in most cases, reflectiveness preserves life 
by helping us to adjust ourselves to new situations so 
complex that inthem the naive and unreflective man would 
be utterly at. a loss. 

1 W. L Thom.as's cµstinction between the Creative Philistine .and 
Bohemian fyj;>es represents a recognition of this. phenomenon frc,m a 
different point of view: Thomas studies the differential reactions to 
change of three . personality- types, while we a.re interested in the. types 
of personalities created. ~Y .. changing or relatively static conditions. Cf. 
Thomas, W, I., and Znaniecki, F., The Po#sls Psasant in Europe and 
Am#'ica, New York, 1927, vol. ii, pp. 1853 seqq. 
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VI 
FUNCTIONAL RATIONALIZATION BY NO MEANS INCREASES 

SUBSTANTIAL RATIONALITY 

Thus here, too, we see that the social source of rationaliza
tion can. be clearly determined and that indeed the force 
which creates in our society the various forms of rationality 
springs from industrialization as a specific form of social 
organization. Increasing industrialization, to be sure, 
implies functional rationality, i.e. the organization of the 
activity of the members of society with reference to objective 
ends. It does not to the same extent promote " substantial 
rationality ", i.e. the capacity to act intelligently in a given 
situation on the basis of one's own insight into the inter
relations of events. Whoever predicted· that the further 
industrialization of society would raise the average capacity 
for independent judgment must have learned his mistake 
from the events of the past few years. The violent shocks 
of crises and revolutions have uncovered a tendency which 
has hitherto been working under the surface, namely the 
paralysing effect of functional rationalization on the capacity 
for rational judgment.1 

If, in analysing the changes of recent years, people had 
kept in mind the distinction between various types of 
rationality, they would have seen clearly that industrial 
rationalization served to increase functional rationality but 
that it ... offered far less scope for the development of 
substantial rationality in the sense of, the capacity for 
independent judgment. Moreover, if the distinction between 
the two types of . rationality which emerges from this 
explanation had beieri thought out, . people would have 
been forced to the conclusion that functional rationalization· 
is, in its very nature, 1:>ound. to deprive the average individual 
ofthought, insight, arid responsibility and to transfer these 
capacities to the individuals who direct the. process. of 
rationalization. . . . . · . 

· . The fact that in a functionally rationalized. society the 
· · · . ~king out of a complex series. of actions· is confined· to a 

. • 1 Cf. Veblen, Th. B., T/JI Vestlll ,Inlwests and ths Common Man 
~w,~,;;::k; 1920), for .an exposition of a divergent interpretation of the 

. . . . · . . of iDdustrializa.~ · on the possibilitie11 of substantial rationality'. 
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few organizers, assures these men of a key position in society. 
A few people can see things more and more clearly over 
an ever-widening field, while the average man's capacity 
for rational judgment steadily declines once he has turned 
over to the organizer the responsibility for making decisions. 
In modem society not only is the ownership of the means 
of production concentrated in fewer hands, but as we have 
just shown, there are far fewer positions from which the 
major structural connections between different activities 
can be perceived, and fewer men can reach these vantage 
points. 

This is the state of affairs which has led to the growing 
distance between the elite and the masses, and · to the 
" appeal to the leader " which has recently become so 
widespread. The average person surrenders part of hi.s 
own cultural. individuality with every new act of integration 
into a functionally rationalized complex of activities. . He 
becomes increasingly accustomed to being led by others 
and gradually gives up his own interpretation of events for 
those. which others give him.1 When the rationalized 
mechanism of social life collapses in times of crisis, the 
individual cannot repair it by his own insight. Instead his 
own impotence reduces him to a state of terrified helplessness. 
In the social crisis he allows the exertion and the energy 
needed for intelligent decision to run to waste. ·Just as 
nature was unintelligible to primitive man, and his deepest 
feelings of anxiety arose from . the incalculability of the 
forces of nature, so for modern industrialized .· man the 
incalculability of the forces at work in the social system 
under which he lives, .with its economic crises, inflation, 
and so on, has become· a source of equally pervading fears. 

The· liberal social order offered a much better· chance of 
· psychological preparation for the growth of. sub~tan~ 
rationality. Based on relatively SID.all economic Ulllts and 
on . moderate· individual property holdings, this :first stage 
in the epoch of · industrialization produced a relatively 
larger elite whose .. members. were rather independent in 
their judgments and who had to direct and organize economic 
units aqcording to their own more orless rational interpr~ta~ 
tion of the course of events. Side by sW.e mth these 
independent entrepreneurs with their intelligent Self-interest, 

'Cf;inthe~yIV,4,"~". 
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a relatively independent intelligentsia grew up. Together 
they guaranteed the existence of substantial .rationality. 

VII 

CAN THE SOCIAL CAUSES OF IRRATIONALITY IN SOCIAL 

LIFE BE TRACED ? 

The fundamental question now arises whether we can 
discover the origins of the rational as well as the irrational 
elements in modem society. Modern society, which in the 
course of its industrialization rationalizes larger and larger 
numbers of persons and ever more spheres of human life, 
crowds together great masses of people in huge urban 
centres. Now we kn.ow, thanks to a psychology absorbed 
in social problems, that life among the masses of a large 
tovrn tends to make people much more subject to suggestions, 
uncontrolled outbursts of impulses and psychic regressions 
than those who are organically integrated and held firm 
in the smaller type of group. Thus industrialized mass 
society tends to produce. the most self-contradictory 
behaviour not only in society but also in the·personal life 
of the individual, 1 

1 Concerning the problems of mass-irrationality in modern society, cf., in 
addition to the bibliography cited on p. 107 n., Pareto, us systemes socialistes 
~aris, 1904), and notice pa:rticula.rly the following headings in the fu.dex: 
• Raisonnements par associations des idees," "raisonnements et senti

ments comme motif& determinants des actions humaines," "sentiment," 
"sentiments humanitaires," etc. Also Lasswell, H. D., World Politics 
antlPwsonal Insecurity (New York, 1935), and Ghent, W. J., Mass and 
Class: A Survey of Social Division (New York, 1904); R. BalMze, 
La neuYastMnie 1'Urale (Paris, 1911); Clarence Marsh Case, "Instinctive 
and Cultural Factors in Group Conflicts " in Antfflcan Journal of Sociology, 
xxviii (July, 1922) : W. Trotter, Instim;ts .of HMd in Peace and W.w 
(London, 1915); Graham Wallas, Human Nature in Politics (London, 
1915) ; . H'. D. Lasswell, Psyckopathclcgy and Politics (Chicago, 1930) ; 
R. Michels, •• Psychologie der antikapitalistischen Massenbewegungen," 
G1'undriss tlw Sodalokoncmik, ix (Tiibingen, 1926); i, pp. 241--359; 
K •. Baschwitz, Der Massenwahn, (Miinchen, 1913) ; W. Moede, E:rperi
mentelle Massenpsychclogie (Leipzig, 1930); Th. Geiger, Die Masse und 
ihreAktion (Stuttgart, 1926); G. Colm, "Die Masse," heh. fur Sorial~ 
wiss~nschaft, vol. 54 (1924) ; E. Gothein, " Soziologie der Panik " in 
Verkantllungen ies mten deutschen Soziolo;entages (Tiibingen, 1911); 
Robert E. Park and E.W. Bu~gess, Introduction to the Science of Sociology 
(Chicago, 1921), chap. xi,ii, "Collective Behaviour," to which a valuable 
bibliography of concrete works is appended. And more recently, J .. Ortega. 
y Ga.sset; The Revolt of the Masses (London, 1932), and E. Glover, War, 
Sadism~ an4 .Pacifism {London, 1933). 
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As a large scale industrial society, it creates a whole 
series of actions which are rationally calculable to the 
highest degree and which depend on a whole series of 
repressions and renunciations of impulsive satisfactions. 
As a mass society, on the other hand, it produces all 
the irrationalities and emotional outbreaks which are 
chai:acteristic of amorphous human agglomerations. As an 
industrial society, it so refines the social mechanism that 
the slightest irrational disturbance can have the most far
reaching effects, and as a mass society it favours a great 
number of irrational impulses and suggestions and produces an 
accumulation of unsublimated psychic energies which, at every 
moment, threatens to smash the whole subtle machinery of 
social life. Max Weber had already recognized many of 
these antinomies, but obviously he could not foresee the 
most recent crises which have arisen from them. It would 
be false, however, to believe that this process must 
unconditionally and under aU circumstances lead to the 
catastrophes which it so often produces to-day. 

In reply to the simplified mass psychology of a writer 
like Le Bon we must insist that although persons who 
are agglomerated into a mass (i.e. a crowd, or any 
undifferentiated, shapeless aggregate) are subject to 
suggestions and contagions, large numbers in them
selves do not necessarily constitute a mass and that 
further, irrationality need not necessarily disintegrate 
society. To-day we can indicate quite defuritely which 
social conditions tend to produce outbursts of irrationality 
among the masses, and under which conditions these 
outbursts are harmful to society. We can offer only a few 
comments here. 

In the first place, as we have already said, great numbers 
in themselves by no means necessarily produce e~stasy and 
irrationality. As long as society as a. whole persists in its 
old well-integrated form.:...-as for instance in France or 
England-it shows no symptoms of chaotic mass reactions.1 

1 Adolf· Lowe's The Price of Lfberly (London, 1936), presents many 
suggestive ideas a.bout the articulation of the English social structure. 
Cf. on .the sa.me subject also W. Dibelius, England (London, 1930}. C. W'tld
hagen, Di~ poli#uhB Struktur des englischen Menschen, um <kr deutsche 
Geist. Festrede, etc. Bresla.u, 1932, and his Der englische Volks&Atwaktw 
seine natiwlichen und kiswrlschen Grundlagen, Leipzig, 1.925. 
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From the psychological standpoint the key to the under
standing of well integrated organic societies is to be found 
in the fact that in these societies the collective impulses 
and wishes are absorbed by the smaller groups of which 
they are composed. These smaller groups then canalize and 
direct these energies towards their own particular ends. In 
the realm of the impulses, too, the sociological law of divide 
et impera obtains. The secret of taboo and the collective 
formation of symbols in primitive societies is mainly that 
the free expression of impulses is held in check by the various 
mechanisms of social control and directed towards certain 
objects and actions which benefit the group. Only the 
impulsive energies which have been set free by the 
disintegration of society and are seeking integration about 
a new object have those eruptive destructive qualities 
which are customarily and vaguely regarded as characteristic 
of ev~ry type of mass behaviour. What the dictatorships in 
certain contemporary mass-societies are striving to do is 
to co-ordinate through organizations the impulses which 
the revolutionary period unchained and to direct them 
towards prescribed wish-objects. The consciously guided 
fixation of mass impulses upon new objectives takes the 
place of earlier fonns of wish :fixation which found their 
objectives organically, that is to say, through a slow 
selective process. So, for instance, the attempt is made to 
create a new religion, the !unction of which is first to 
destroy the old emotional setting, and then to make these 
disintegrated impulses more subservient to one's own aim 
through the use of new symbols. It is not impossible, 
indeed it is even highly probable, that these processes were 
already at work during the Reformation and that after the 
dissolution of medieval feudal society, the political powers 
which were establishing themselves at that time found it 
necessary, like some of our dictators, to use the new religious 
feeling to regain their power and to curb and control the 
irrational elements which had been set free. 

We must, moreover, realize, that the irrational is not 
always harmful but that, on the contrary, it is among the 
most valuable powers in man's possession when it acts as a 
driving force towards rational and objective ends or when 
it creates cultural values through sublimation, or when, as 
pure elan, it heightens the joy of living without breaking 
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up the social order by lack of planning.1 In fact, even a 
correctly organized mass society takes into account all 
these possibilities for the moulding of impulses. It must, 
indeed, create an outlet for an abreaction of impulses. sinee 
the matter-of-factness of everyday life which is due to 
widespread rationalization means a constant repression of 
impulses. It is in these offices that the function of " sports " 
and " celebrations " in mass society as well as that of the 
more general cultural aims of the society is to be found. 
All the great civilizations in history have hitherto been 
able to use sublimations to canalize and give form . to 
irrational psychic energies. .. 

We are now in a position to clarify what constitutes the 
specific danger of irrationality. In a society in which the 
masses tend to dominate, irrationalities which have not been 
integrated into the social structure may force their way 
into political life. This situation is dangerous because the 
selective apparatus of mass democracy opens the door to 
irrationalities in those places where rational direction is 
indispensable. Thus, democracy itself produces its own 
.antithesis and even provides its enemies with their weapons. 
Here we are confronted once more with the process which 
elsewhere I we describe more precisely as " negative 
democratization". 

The fact that the irrational elements in mass society 
force their way more and more . into the sphere of politics 
is to be. explained not psychologically but sociologi~y. 
It is a problem for psychology.to show which irrationalitiE!S, 
which c;listortions of impulses in the form of neuroses are to 
be found in general in the human mind. It is the task of 
sociology to show at which points in a given society these 

· irrat.ionalities are expressed and whicll social functions and 
forms they assume. A psychology . which ignores the 

1 Under th& .inilitence of Du.rkheim, Halbwa.chs, and others, this pheao
menon has recently been made the object of .a .number of interesting 
investigations. Cf. Elton Mayo, The Hunum Problems of an .Ituiustri.al 
Ciailuation, (New York, 1933); .F. J. Roethlisberger, w. J. Dickson,. 
M~ Qflll the WMker (Cainbtidge, Mass.; 19$4) ; and T. N. Wbi• 
.head, ~ip in q. F~u Scei,l.y (C;lmbtidge, Mass., 1986} •. ·. et. a1se. 
Hemi de Man; .Jo:, in Wo,k, New Ym-k; 1931. tl'nfortu~tely,. the · 
flJJldamentally. important problems of social. stability w;b.ich ·are involved · 

. ill the lltlll of lejsure time and recreation have not received much attentic:m 
fronuocial scientists. · · · · · · · 

• et p. SS of th&. ~ 
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sociological point of view believes that after it has discovered 
certain destructive psychological forces, such as sadism, it 
can describe their effect and significances in purely psycho-
logical terms, whereas the real question is the functi<~n 
these vices have in a given society. It must be recognized 
that · in this sense modern industrial society in its present 
form is itself not entirely rationalized. It admits political 
irrationality in the form of violence. The irrational impulses 
which exist in the human mind could be diverted into other 
spheres in order either to abreact or to create cultural 
values, if the weak spots in the political ordering of society, 
in which violence can :find a footing, did not always 
attract them, so that they can be mobilized for violent 
ends.1 

Behind the huge organization of modem society and the 
comparatively smooth working of the industrial system lies 
the lurking possibility of a resort to violence. It is difficult 
to determine just when and where, in the sphere of foreign 
policy or of the inner struggle for mastery, bloody violence 
will take the place of peaceful compromise. This still 
unharnessed irrationality is always present in the actual 
working of modem society, and, from time to time, 
mobilizes the impulses of the masses. The same persons 
who, in their working life in the sphere of industrial organiza. 
tion are extensively rationalized, can at any moment turn 
into "machine-wreckers '' and ruthless warriors. 

The roots of this unharmonious growth go right back to 
prehistory. Thanks to the investigations of ethnologists 
and sociologists, we know that all highly developed cultures 
in history have arisen from the violent conquest by nomadic 

1 . Contemporary social science has unfortunately not been very much 
concerned With the theoretical or systematical. analysis · of the role of 
violence and the conditions of its emergence. Of course; there are excep
tions, notably with regard to war (cf. Ph. Q. Wright, The Causes of War 
and the Conditions of Peau (New YorkandLondon, 1935), S. R. Steinmetz, 
Sozi.olcgie des Krieges (Leipzig, 1929}, and .certain types of i,ndividual 
crime. The significance of violence in politics has not been dealt with 
to any serious extent except by Harold D, Lasswell, Politics: Who Gets 
What, When, and How (New York,. 1936), chapter iii, "Violence," 
and. World Politics and Personal Inse~uYity · (New York, 1~35, passim). 
H. SJ;)eier's article. •• Social Stratification " in Political and Economic 
Dmwcracy, ed. by F. Lehmann and M. Ascoli (New York, 1937), has some 
inte:restulg remarks on · the .conditions under which violence between 
~ial classes occurs. Cf •. also Part III of the present volume. and. the 
.lJi;bliogtaphy . therein. 
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groups of primitive communities, usually of peaceful 
agricultural peoples.1 This element of force penetrated so 
deeply into the relatively peaceful small agrarian societies, 
that it left a permanent impression on their structure 
and influenced their further development. Even to the 
present day this contradiction has not been solved. 
Industrial society grew up within this political order 
which was regulated by force and was finally amalgamated 
with it. The processes of production and distribution are 
governed by means of calculation and compromise, embodied 
fo the various techniques of exchange, but violence is the 
" ultima ratio ", the last word in wisdom in foreign and 
domestic politics. 

To the extent that they observe the single individual 
and disregard his relations with society psychologists are, 
as we have mentioned, inclined to think that the continued 
existence of this tragic irrationality is due to the " eternally 
evil" elements in human nature-the sadistic impulses. 
They forget, however, that society has always found work 
for these irrational forces since the age of nomadic conquests. 
For this very reason it is one of the main objects of this 
discussion to show that behind every rational and irrational 
force in human society there is a social mechanism which 
determines when it is to appear and what forms it is to 
take. This social mechanism also regulates the growth 
and the repression of the rational and irrational elements 
in the life of the individual. From this it follows that the 
scientific treatment of this problem demands a much closer 
collaboration. between psychologists, historians, . and 
sociologists, 2 but the man in the street must also learn to 

1 Cf. Franz Oppenheimer, Der Staat, vol. iiof System der Soziologie (Jena, 
1926), and W. C. MacLeod, The Origin and History of Politics (New 
York, 1931). 
· • Concerning the problem of the interdependence .between· culture and 
personality there are si.milar and very valuable tren.ds to.be found .in the 
sociological literature of theU.S.A. Among the works of the older genera
tion, cf. above all Cooley, Mead, Thomas, Park, Burgess, Faris,. and others. 
The. views of these authors are summari2~d jn F. B. Karpf, American 
Socia.I Psychology. Cf. K. Young, .(eJ.) Social Allitwles (New York,193)), 
which contains in addition to essays. by Faris, F'ark, et al.,. bibliographies 
referring to research along· these lines. In the past few years a neyr 
tendency with the same t.hesis bµt more influenced by. psychoanalysis 
has emerged in the work of. H'. D. Lasswell, John Dollard, Erich Fromm, 
Karen Homey, and others. For sev.eral years the Social Science Resean::h 
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see the connection between sociological and psychological 
problems. War as well as social revolution hover constantly 
in the shadow of even the most rational and calculating 
types of behaviour ; and it is not because of their unchanging 
human nature but because they are driven1 now in one 
direction, now in another by the dual nature of the social 
structure that certain human beings are now calculating 
creatures who work out their actions to the very last detail, 
and now volcanic ones who think it right that at a given 
time they should reveal the worst depths of human brutality 
and sadism. 

VIII 

CAN THE SOCIAL CAUSES OF THE RATIONAL AND 

IRRATIONAL ELEMENTS IN MORALITY BE TRACED ? 

There is a complete parallel between the factors making 
for the growth and collapse of rationality in the intellectual 
sphere and those making for the growth and collapse of 
morality. Here, too, we find that on the one hand modern 
industrial society is a splendid means of education which 
has brought about a greatly increased capacity for 
responsibility. On the other hand, violence in our own form 
of society stimulates irresponsibility which works like an 
electrical short circuit. Here, too, it cannot be said that 
man in himself has ambivalent impulses and carries with 
him both evil and good in the same measure, as a psychological 
heritage. Here, too, we can show exactly at what point the 
prevailing social apparatus can at one time demand one 
kind of behaviour from its citizens .and another at some 
other time. We should like, therefore, to follow up both 
these clues and to see which social mechanism leads to one 
kind of moral behaviour and which to the breakdown of 
that behaviour. 

Co~. has had 3: s~ial "Committee on Personality and Culture." 
Forsunilar tendencies m England, cf. Human Affairs, ed. by R. B. Cattell, 
R. M. W. Travers, and J. Cohen, London, 1937, and my article, " Mass 
Education and Group Analysis/' in Educating for Democracy, ed. by 
J. Cohen, R. M. W. Travers, London, 1939. Cf. also III, I, f. "The 
Sociological Aspects of Psychology etc.0 in the Bibliography. 

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



l CAN ELEMENTS IN MORALITY BE TRACED? 67 

To describe the history of human morality even in its 
broadest outlines, human conduct at the various stages of 
its development must be dealt with from two points of 
view. These may conveniently be summed up by the 
following questions: How far did man's range of vision, 
conscious understanding and foresight extend into the sphere 
of his social behaviour in any given age? To what extent was 
the representative individual of a particular era able to 
shoulder responsibilities ? Obviously these two questions 
do not exhaust all the issues relevant to a sociological 
understanding of morality, but here we are concerned only 
with that aspect which is important for the present 
discussion. 

In the sphere of moral discipline, too, we can make use 
of the functional and substantial points .of view; with 
certain modifications. The functional aspect of a given 
type of moral discipline consists in those standards which, 
when realized in conduct, guarantee the smooth working of 
society. There are many types of these and they vary with 
the soci~ structure. 

Substantial morality consists of certain concrete values, 
such as dictates of faith and different kinds of feeling, 
standards which may be completely irrational in 
quality. In the entire range of history from the most 
primitive times to the. present day we can distinguish 
two forms of prohibitions or taboos, namely· those whic4 
guarantee the functioning ·of the society in question and 
those which express the particular emotional attitudes, · 
traditions, or even idiosyncrasies of a group.1 . 

The more modem mass-society is functionally rationalized 
the more it tends to neutralize substantial morality e>r to 
sidetrack it into the. " private " sphere. · In public matters · 
it seeks to confine· itself to universal standards which have 
a purely functional sigp.ificance. . The idea of tolerance .is 
nothing more than the philosophical formulation of the 
tendency to exclude all · subjective or . sectarian belief 
from public. discussion, i.e. to do away with substantial 
irrationality, retaining merely those customs.which facilitate 
the smooth w()rking of social relations. · 

It. is only when, through the mechanism of· mass-society 
1 Cf, R, !kiffattlt, .'' Taboos on Huina.n Natufcl •• ln Tiu J!ieu, Ge,mf/lllim, . 

. . ~ by V; P, Calvemm &Dd s. D .. Schmalliausen (London; 1930). .. · · · 
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as we. have described in the first part of this study, 
substantial irrationalities triumph also in the other spheres 
of social life and overthrow reason and rationalization, 
that doctrinal disputes and fights for intrinsic values make 
their appearance in the ethical sphere as well. As previously 
stated there are two main criteria by which we can judge 
changes in morality and their effects on practical affairs
the range of people's foresight and the range of their 
sense of responsibility. 

Three essential historical stages 1 can be distinguished here : 
(I) man at the stage of horde solidarity: (2) man at the 
stage of individual competition ; (3) man at the stage of 
superindividual group solidarity. 

{r) The early history of human morals begins in a certain 
sense at the level of what Durkheim called the mechanical 
solidarity of horde morals. Think for example of the 
Germanic hordes which burst in upon Europe towards the 
end of Antiquity, whose members were all held together by 
inescapable solidarity and submissiveness. The actions 
of the group were the result of a relatively homogeneous 
behaviour ultimately enforced by tradition and fear. 
From the standpoint of morals, range of foresight, con
sciousness, and capacity to shoulder responsibility, this 
stage is characterized by the fact that the individual 
had not yet been roused to a consciousness of his 
existence as a separate being. He was still incapable 
of looking at life from an independent standpoint and of 
assuming individual responsibility. The sociological explana• 
tion of this kind of social behaviour is that the entire group· 
adapts itself to · the conditions and circumstances of 
collective life, the individual,. therefore, can save himself 
only . as part and parcel of this collective process of 
adaptation : he must .stand or fall with his group. 

(2) In contrast with this world of mechanical solidarity, 
the world of individual competition which. arose from it 
represents in part a tremendous advance. In it for the first time 

1 H goes without. ~yiug, of course, that; first, these stages are by 
no me.ins ex:ha~stive, and could ~e ~till further differentiated, and secondly 
that we do not imply that :Jll societies must necessarily pass through every 
s~e._ We use the w~rd simply as a rough means of dassifying historical 
societies from the pouit of view of the problem which concerns us in th.is 
book. 
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an. individual is born-a man who can see the world through 
other eyes than those of group convention and tradition, 
and who is not afraid of personal responsibility. Everyone 
who takes part in individual competition is compelled to 
make an individual adaptation. He must adjust himself to 
events in the way which will best serve· his ow:n interests. 
The chief stimulus to the growth of personal responsibility 
was the system of small property holdings. In this system the 
individual had to decide every step in his course of action 
in advance if he did not wish to go down in the competitive 
struggle. Thus individual competition led to the emergence 
of subjective rationality, i.e. the ability to calculate chances 
from one's own point of view and to foresee the immediate 
results of one's actions (but not necessarily the fundamental 
relationships between cause and effect in society as a whole). 
This subjective rationality was a .kind of competitive 
thinking. Society was not the result of a preconceived 
plan but developed from a chance integration of many 
antagonistic activities. Every man was for himself against 
the others, without caring what sort of society was being 
formed out of the chaos of these conflicting activities and 
limited personal responsibilities. 

Though this system may have made many people acutely 
aware of their own interests and of the immediate con
sequences of their actions, they still remained blind to the 
connections of this network of individual activities with the 
course of events as a whole. 

(3) Our contemporary world is one of the large groups 
in which individuals who until now have been increasingly 
separated from one another are compelled to renounce their 
private interests and . to subordinate themselves to the 
interests of the larger social units. On the one hand the 
technique oflarge,-scale industry compels individual property 
owners to give up their competitive attitudes towards 
one another, . to combine their capital and to form larger 
and larger enterprises and industrial organizations. These 
are · pitted like large armies against other mammoth 
industrial concerns, themselves already in part the product 
of the .. renunciation. of conflict and mutual opposition. . On 
the other hand, the workers, organized in trade union$, 
learn solidarity and co-operative action even if they learn 
it from con:Jlict with the employers' organizations. In other 
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words, the attitude produced by competitive action between 
antagonistic individuals is transformed into a ~e""'. attit:ude 
of group solidarity, though the groups from which 1t denves 
are not all-inclusive. It should be noted, however, that this 
solidarity is no longer the mechanical horde solidarity 
which distinguished mankind at the level which both 
theoretically and historically precedes individualization 
and the growth of individual responsibility. The individual 
who to-day is learning, however painfully, to subordinate 
himself is urged to do so by his slowly awakening insight 
into the nature of social tendencies and bv his own more or 
less considered judgment. He is gradually realizing that by 
resigning partial advantages, he helps to save the social 
ami economic system, and thereby also his own interests. 
This means that the very process which at first brought 
men into competition with one another, so that their range 
of foresight extended only to isolated parts of the social 
process, is now causing them to understand the inter
dependence of events and helping them to gain an insight 
into the whole social mechanism. In short the highest 
level of reason and morality awakens in the members of 
society, even if only dimly, a consciousness of the need for 
planning. The individual is beginning to realize that he 
must plan the whole of his society and not merely parts of 
it; that, further, in the course of this planning, he must 
show a certain concern for the fate of the whole. At present, 
it is true, we are only in that stage of development where 
each of the dominant social groups is intent on capturing 
for itself the chance of planning and controlling society in 
order to tum this power against rival groups. Though 
it may well be that the present generation is destined to 
experience nothing more than such a struggle for a biased
planning, these conflicts are the last remnant of the period 
when every man acted in his own interests and against 
those of his neighbour. To-day the individual thinks not 
in terms of the welfare of the community or mankind as 
a whole, but in terms of that of his own particular group. 
Yet this whole process tends to train the individual to take 
a progressively longer view : it tends at the same time to 
inculcate Jn him the faculty of considered j udgment and to 
fit him for sharing responsibility in plaMing the whole 
course ofe'l{"ents in the society in which he moves. 
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IX 

IRRATIONAL TENDENCIES IN MORALITY 

The tremendous progress in the development of mankind 
from the stage of mechanical group-solidarity to that of 
free competition, and the complete and fundamental 
change in social relationships which was implied in the 
transition from the one stage to the other goes to prove that 
far-reaching changes in the life of the mind and in conduct 
can arise through adaptation, and that, therefore, such 
wholesale transformations of man are not impossible. 
This, then, is one aspect of the development brought about 
by industrialization and democratization, and this aspect, 
despite the difficulties with which it contends, is a promising 
one. Here, too, the modern integration of the masses and 
certain implications of the process of democratization are a 
danger to the slow but continuous growth of the moral 
forces which we have just discussed. Democratization is 
similar, in this regard, to the other achievements of modern 
technique, the radio and the press, in that it can produce 
destructive as well as constructive results, according to 
the direction in which it is guided; Just as science can be 
used to invent more and more cures for illness or to produce 
larger quantities of poison gas, so the modern achievements 
of democracy can also serve to further the power of socially 
destructive elements. Democracy in this sense is a means of 
radiating social influences which can work in a morally 
destructive, as well as in a constructive way. We might cite 
another instance of this. 

Friedrich Meinecke in .· his Die Idee der Staatsriison 1 

has produced ample evidence to show how a terrifying 
moral disquiet arose in the minds. of many . thinkers 
when . they discovered that . Christian and bourgeois 
morality did not obtain in ·. internatfonal politics. What 
we ordinarily. call .. '' Machiavellianism '' has a . long 
historv and consists in the fact that the ruling classes 
gradually had to persuade themselves . that in the attain~ 
ment as well as in the maintenance of power, all means 
were legitimate, even those that might be considered 

1 Cf. Friedrich Meinecke, Die /dee der Staatsrason in der n,un-en 
Geschi~htt, 2nd ed. (Berlin, 1925). 
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immoral in other contexts. There thus arose very early a 
dual morality for the ruling class-the princes and their 
advisers : the slowly emerging Christian-bourgeois morality 
mentioned above, obtained in private life, while in all those 
activities which can be included in the category of raison 
d'etat, the morality of violence was regarded as valid. 
In the course of history the number of authors who discussed 
this contradiction increased but they did not settle the 
problem. Meinecke describes these theories very carefully, 
but since he does not use sociological methods, he fails to 
see that this growth of Machiavellian literature is nothing 
but a theoretical expression of the general political mobiliza
tion which was drawing more and more classes into the 
arena of active political life. As the problem of governing 
grew, the conflict between the two codes of morality grew 
with it. Whereas earlier, so to speak, there was a social and 
moral division of labour through · which the lesser citizen 
could preserve his respectable morality and only the ruling 
classes were subject to these conditions of conflict, as a 
result of this democratic trend, the problem gradually 
became acute even for the least important persons. Whereas 
hitherto robber morality had consciously been regarded 
as valid only in extreme cases and for the ruling groups, 
with the democratization of society this element of violence 
not only did not diminish but (quite contrary to expectations) 
actually became publicly and generally acknowledged. It is 
impossible to foresee the fate that awaits public morality 
if once the mob gets hold of the secret which formerly 
overwhelmed the intellectual powers of even small sophisti
cated leading groups. · If it becomes clear to the broad masses 
that robbery is the historical origin as well as the present 
basis of the state and of. the relations between states, and 
that also·· through robberies and plundering success and 
social status can·· be gained for entire groups, the gradual 
educative influence of industrialization and a rise in the 
socialscale will have been in vain. Once the acceptance 
of violence becomes the general principle of social morality, 
the fruits o{ a Jong moral training in the sphere of labour 
and of competition will be destroyed almost• automatically. 

The principle of democracy, which is that all social 
plasses shall be politically active, thus acquires a peculiar 
dual function. Jn the conflict between functionally rational 

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



IRRATIONAL TENDENCIES IN :MORALITY 73 

behaviour and mass psychosis-to which we alluded before
the democratizing process acted as a kind of social elevator. 
Every now and again it raised the pent-up irrationalities and 
uncontrolled impulses of the crowd to the level of the 
more individualized, reserved, and rational elites of society, 
e.g. in its attitude to war. Now, in the tensions between 
honesty in everyday life and the dual morality of "reason of 
state "-the democratizing process is like a lift which brings 
down from the upper to the lower social layers the cynicism 
with which, in extreme cases, the former defended the 
immorality of war. 

Whereas, however, cynicism and irony were originally 
sublimated forms of embarrassment or the escape mechanisms 
of a complicated psyche, which sought to be responsible 
for acts with which it was in ultimate disagreement, once 
this cynicism penetrates to the mob in a mass-society, it 
becomes a formula which encourages the open expression 
of a natural brutality. This is, indeed, the fate of the older 
theories of race and violence as they. were represented for 
the elite by Houston Stewart Chamberlain and Pareto : 
they have become the everyday morality of the lesser 
citizen who to-day practises a diplomacy of violence such 
as formerly was to be found only in the secret negotiations 
of leading statesmen. Here, too, the democratic principle 
of " publicity " makes public deeds and thoughts which in 
the past were allowed only in secret. 

To sum up: on the one hand we see that human reason 
and moral discipline are able to attain the level of planning 
and self-responsibility ; on the other nand, we see how with 
the· same dynamic drive the will to destruction becomes a 
public force. But this is by no means all. The worst aspect 
of this development is that the human type with the " hand
cart mind " which we portrayed as a symbol of the 
disproportion between .intellectual and spiritual develop
ment, has learned how to use the press, the radio, and 
all the other techniques which democratic society places 
at his disposal fo1:: the manipulation. of the m~ min~. 
As a result, he is able to form human beings .according to his 
own ideas and in this manner multiplies his own human type 
a million-fold.1 

1 Concerning the bibliograpby of the modem technique of propaganda, 
cf. Harold D. Lasswell, R. D. Casey, and B. L Smith, PropagWIIH and 
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With this, a new factor has entered into the moulding 
of human nature. Up till now we could believe that relatively 
free competition between different forms of education and 
propaganda would, by natural selection, allow the rational, 
educated type .of man, best fitted for modem conditions, 
to rise to the top. But when the instruments of propaganda 
are concentrated in a few hands, they may be monopolized 
by the more primitive type, and then the spiritual regression 
which has already appeared, becomes permanent. These 
are, in fact, new problems which arose only when mankind 
began to regulate its affairs for itself, instead of allowing 
history to follow its own unplanned course as before. 

Let us conclude this discussion with a question which 
actually arose in the form of a personal experience. We 
were discussing briefly among friends the immense possi
bilities available to man.for planning his social life. Someone 
said: "We have progressed so far as to be able to plan 
society and even to plan man himself. Who plans those 
who are to do the planning ? " The longer I reflect on this 
question, the more it haunts me. One thing, however, seems 
dear to me: the question has a two-fold meaning-a 
religious and quietistic one, · and a realistic and political 
one. In the first place it seems that we may indeed behave 
as if we were acting according to our own plan, but in reality 
we are acting according to a law which is imposed on us and 
which lies beyond us. We can indeed direct and controlthe 
rational·and irrational forces in certain spheres, but after a 
certain point they are beyond our reach and dominate us. 

But in :its realistic and political sense, the question implies 
that no one has planned the planners. Hence it follows that 
the planners can recruit themselves only from already exist-

·Promotional Activities. . An Annotated Bibliography (Minneapolis, 1935) ; 
Childs, H: L., F'ropaganda and Dictatorship (Princeton, 1936) ; Harold 
D. La.,;i;weU, Propaganda Technique in the World War (London, 1927); 
Stem-Rubarth, E., Die Propagandaalspolitisches Instrument (Berlin, 1921); 
J. Rassak, Psychologie de 1'opinion etde la propaganda politique (Paris, 1927, 
1921}: F. E. Lumley, The Propaganda Menace (New York, London, 1933); 
Aiken-Sneath, F. B.;.<' The Press in Modern Germany," German Life 
andLetters, 1 (October, 1936), 53--68; Nelson, R. B.," Hitler's Propaganda 
M~hine," Current History, 39 (1933), 287; "Propaganda.Techniques of 
Gennan Fascism," Propaganda Analysis, 1 (1938), 37-53. . Cf. also .K. 
Young and .R. D .. Lawrence, Bibliography on Censorship and Propaganda 
(University of Oregon.Journalism Series No.1, Eugene, Oregon, 1928), and 
Doob, L., Propaganda (New York, 1936}; also Riegel, 0. W., Mob#izing 
/01' Cktws (New Haven, 1934). 
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ing groups. Everything will, therefore, depend on which 
of these groups with their existing outlooks will produce the 
energy, the decisiveness, and the capacity to master the 
vast social machinery of modern life. Is it to be those 
human groups in which traces of primitiveness-the " old 

· Adam "-operate without restraint or those which have, 
through gradual education, developed their rational and 
moral capacities so far that they can act not only for a 
limited group, but also for the whole of society, and bear 
the responsibility for it ? It is true that such groups are 
only small minorities to-day. But this conflict, too, like 
all the conflicts of history, will be decided by a small 
minority, for the masses always take the form which the 
creative minorities controlling societies choose to give them. 
We live in a world of unsolved problems, so it will, perhaps, 
be less useful to give an optimistic answer than to conclude 
with an open question. Let each decide for himself whether 
he prefers the question in its religious and quietistic form, 
" Who plans the planner ? " or in its political and realistic 
fonn : " Which of the existing groups shall plan us ? " 
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SOCIAL CAUSES OF THE CONTEMPORARY 
CRISIS IN CULTURE 

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



I 

OBSTACLES TO THE DISCOVERY OF THE R6LE OF SOCIAL 

FACTORS IN INTELLECTUAL LIFE 

So far we have discussed the symptoms of contemporary 
social disintegration and transformation as reflected in the 
psychological crises of our time. Now we must analyse the 
effects of social disintegration upon the development . of 
culture. Until now too little attention has been paid to the 
fact that the production of culture depends upon the working 
of certain well-defined social factors, and that, further, the 
complementary process-the use made of culture, its 
consumption, as it were, and the selection of a public 
-also depends on. certain conditions, and if these remain 
unfulfilled, disturbances and upheavals occur. 

If indeed the scientist is the last to discover the relation
ships between cultural life and· the social structure, it is 
because in peaceful periods, on the advanced level of social 
differentiation at which we find ourselves, the two spheres 
seem to operate independently of one another. In every 
society of a certain degree of complexity, cultural life. not 
only develops its own institutions but even seems to exist 
in a world apart which does, indeed, in many respects have 
a continuity all its own. 

In a stable and highly differentiated society, author and 
public become so rooted in the fixity of their institutions 
and the independence of their traditions that they tend to 
miss the real significance of the earthquake which we are 
an experiencing to.day, When the.whole structuretrembles 
they still pin their faith to the delusion that this is merely 
the temporary effect· of the so--called sooial .. forces. But 
social forces always find expression. in culture, even .when 
they work unseen, and the problem is stated falsely if 
culture and society are torn apart from one another and are 
regarded as fully independent spheres which, as such, 

'19 
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react upon one another. The social process is contained in 
the very structure of cultural life itself, so that it is never 
for one moment free from its infl.uence.1 

It is, therefore, false to think exclusively of economics and 
politics when we speak of society (basic structure) and to 
speak of the sociology of culture only when these spheres 
impinge upon culture. 

In what follows we intend to substantiate the thesis 
which was merely indicated in the Introduction, i.e. that 
the same tensions which are causing such distress in economic 
life are also at work in the cultural sphere. 9 In just the same 
way as the two great mutually antagonistic principles of 
liberal laisser-f aire and regulation do battle in the economic 
sphere, so our cultural life is being threatened from two 
sides : it is exposed to certain definite dangers, as long as 
democratic mass society in the liberal sense is allowed to 
function wi~hout guidance or control ; but it encounters 
still greater dangers when dictatorial supplant liberal 
forms. To these two facts, therefore, a third should be 
added, namely that these same social causes which bring 
about cultural disintegration in a liberal society, themselves 
prepare the way for dictatorship. 

These three points, which we have placed at the forefront 
of our discussions, acquire, however, scientific validity 
(and are of practical value to those who direct our culture) 
when we do not merely speak about threats to culture and the 
decline of culture in general, as Spengler, for instance, did, 
but are able instead to reveal and analyse in detail these 
social forces and ea.uses which bring about the disintegration 
of culture. 

It is, therefore, not our task to make prophecies, but 
rather to seek out a clue which will help us to· observe the 
effect of the most essential social factors influencing culture. 

1 We_ are used to :fo~ulating our problell!-s ~n such a way that we speak 
of.the influence of society on culture. This IS the wrong term to use if 
one conceives of " society" as a self-contained province detached from 
tlle cultul'al province. It is, however, justified if one considers it as the 
sum of · certain factors .and principles (which regulate the social life and 
conduct of men), and in this sense investigates its influence upon culture. 
When we speak of the effect of social life upon culture, we take it in this 
latter sense, i.e. how the various principles of social organization influence 
the foim and content of.culture. 

1 Cf, pp 13 ff. of this book. 
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II 

Two WAYS OF ANALYSING THE IMPACT OF SocmTY ON 

CULTURE 

The social sphere consists of two completely . different 
parts ,each of which affects the cultural process in . its own 
way. 

(a) First, we have the free, unregulated part of social 
life, which, in its spontaneous forms, moulds intellectual 
and cultural life. 

(b) Secondly, we have those social organizations which, 
in. the cultural sphere, take the shape of institutions. We 
are thinking here of the influence which churches, schools, 
universities, research institutes, press, radio, and all types 
of organized propaganda exert upon intellectual and cultural 
life. · 

Cultural life in modern, liberal mass-society is ruled mainly 
by the laws peculiar to an unregulated social order, whereas 
in a dictatorially governed mass-society ifis the institutions 
which have. the greatest influence on social life. We shall 
try, therefore, in the first part of this chapter to· 
investigate more precisely the unregulated, uncontrolled 
effects of liberal laisser-J afre society upon cult-qre. In the 
second part we shall describe the chief consequences flowing 
from an institutional organization of cultural life, . . 

We will start then with a sociological description ofthe 
type of liberal society in which thf#e is a mini1num offonnal 
regulation, and will atte:mpt to trace the process of cultural 
growth. in it. At first sight such an unorganized type of 
social life appears as. a haphazard, unarticulated whole. 
Upon closer. exainination, however, it .can . be seen that 
similar kinds of processes are at work in the non-economic 
spheres of society of the.liberal social type, as are to be found . 
e.g .. in .the freely coml)tltitive market, except .that, ·where 
we. are· dealing. with culture, we . find that these .?i"oc~ 
workin a different way and are to be studieq, by,.other 
methods. At any rate, a sociologicalin,vestig11tion of culture 

·· in liberlll .society must begin with the. life o~ those who ereatl:! 
culture, Le •. the intelligentsia and their position within. 
soc:iety as a whole. . . . . . . ·. · • · · ... 
. · The problem of a sociol<:>gy ()f the in~~ it, in $Fite 
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of the fact that much energy has been devoted to it, still 
in a preliminary stage.1 

From our standpoint the task of the intellectual elites is to 
inspire the life of culture and to lend it form, create a 
living culture in the different spheres of social life. 
We may distinguish the following main types of elites: 
the political, the organizing, 2 the intellectual, the artistic, 

1 There is an extensive literature in several countries on elites and 
intellectuals. As is to be expected from their varying social status in 
these different countries, the studies have been made from different points 
of view. But since the subject is a very complex one and the literature 
very vast, we shall confine ourselves here to mentioning only a few of 
the most suggestive items. There are, however, no systematic and com
preheasive works on the subject. 

The problem was probably first discussed in Czarist Russia, where the 
term " intelligentsia " was first used. We refer in this connection to 
Lavrov, Historiscile Briefe; Mikhailowsky, Collected Essays (Russian); 
Ovesianko-Kulikovsky, History of the Russian Intelligentsia; Masaryk, 
T. G., The Spirit of Russia, 2 vols., London, 1919 (German original, 1913). 
(I am indebted to Professor W. Postan, of Cambridge, for these references.) 
The writings of Wilfredo Pareto are of great significance for the under
standing of the entire elite problem. I cite here Traite de Sociologie 
genera!e, Paris-Lausanne, 1917 {English Translation: Mind and 
Society, by Bongiorno and Livingstone, New York, 1935, 4 volumes) ; 
where in the "Table analytiques des matieres ", the references to 
"Classes socia!es ou castes ", " Elites et leur circulation" should first be 
consulted; cf. further his Les systemes socialistes (Paris, 1926), especially 
the index references to " Aristocracies ", " Persistance des memes 
phenomenessociaux ",and" Formation d'une aristocratie dans une societe 
egalitaire". Apart from the works of Pareto, the discussion has been 
stimulated in France by Charles Maurras, L'avenir de '!'intelligence and 
in a more comprehensive way by Julien Benda in his books, The Great 
Betrayal {New York, 1927), and Laftn de t'eternel (Paris, ~929); cf. further 
Furlan, L., La ciYculation des elites (Paris, 1911) ; Maurois, Les classes 
dirigeantes: Noblesse, Aristocratie, Elite (Paris, 1910) ; Rousiers, P. de, 
L' elite dans la societi moderne, son r/Jle (Paris, 1914) ; A. M. Carr Saunders 
and P.A. Wilson, Tne Professions (Oxford, 1933); W. Kotschnig, Unemploy
ment in Ike Learned Professions (Oxford, 1937); Wm. MacDonald, The 
Intellectual Worker and his Work (New York, 1924). For the German 
discussion, cf. Mannheim, K., ldeologie 1md Utopie, 2nd ed. (1930), pp. 
121-134 (transl. into English as Ideology and Utopia, by Louis Wirth and 
Edward Shils (New York, 1936), pp. 136-146 and the bibliography. Cf. 
farther Speier, H., "Zur. Soziologie der bilrgerlichen Intelligenz," 
Gesellsckaft, 19'..!9, and .the publication of the " Verein fur Socialpolitik ", 
" tJberdie Lage@r geistigen Arbeiter", also Bruford, W. H., Germany in the 
Eighteenth Cmtury (Cambridge, 1935), and Kohn-Bramstedt, Ernst, 
Aristocr:acy and the Middle Classes in Germany (London, 1937). Apart from 
the publication of the present study~ have treated the whole problem of 
the.intellectuals in detail in a study which is as yet unpublished. 

• Here I will cite only the following of the literature of the organizing 
elites; whose significance is constantly increasing, Marsal, F., Les iiites 
industrielles etjinancie:res, Revue de Paris (19), (5), 19, I, x-29. F. Delaisi, 
La demo&ratie et les financiers (Paris, 1910); and especially Max Weber, 
Wirlschaft 11ml Gesellschaft, part iii, chap. 6, " Bureaukratie " {Tiibingen, 
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the moral, and the religious. Whereas the political and 
org_anizing elites aim at integrating a great number of 
individual wills, it is the function of the intellectual, aesthetic, 
and moral-religious elites to sublimate those psychic energies 
which society, in the daily struggle for existence, does not 
fully exhaust. In this way they stimulate objective 
knowledge·as well as tendencies to introversion, introspection, 
contemplation, and reflection, which, although no society 
could exist without them, nevertheless would not play their 
full part at our present stage of development without more 
or less conscious control and guidance. 

We cannot here concern ourselves in detail with the 
intricate psychological problems of sublimation, introversion, 
contemplation, and so on. We must, however, recognize 
that the different · methods of cultural sublimation are 
determined by various circumstances among which the 
following play a part : first, the customary way in which 
the members of a society normally spend their free time ; 
and secondly, the way in which the intellectuals-who have 
more than the average amount of leisure time, and who 
have their·own kind of life, are .recruited. A society which 
uses up all its energies in organization leaves little 
opportunity for introversion, contemplation, and reflection. 
In such a society, the political and organizing elites would 
predominate, while reflective, scientific, artistic, moral, .and 
religious elites would scarcely exist, and if they did,·. would 
be very ineffective. A society which did not allow a 
sublimating group to develop, could neither direct its culture 
nor further its creative powers. Only where, on the one hand, 
the average person has. enoµgh leisure to. sublimate. his 
1925). Cf. also Taussig, F; · W., and Joslyn, C. s;, A.meric4n BU$i#ess 
Leadws, New York, 1932; K. Demeter, Das Deutschs O/ftMskqrp, in 
seinen him>rischssonologisaken Gncntllagen (Berlin, 1930) ; KurtWiedellfeld, 
Kapitalismus und Be~,n (Berlin and Leipzi~ 1932) ; Beard, Mir.ia.m, 
A History of th8Busin11ss M4n (New Y ork,1938} ; J.P. Palewski, Le RIJle ""'
chef d'.en~pri" rlans'Jagrtmde industrie (Paris, 1924); Tead, Ordway, Ths 
..4rt of LeadeYship (New York, 1985) : Whitehead, .J. N., LeatlM-ship i11 
4 Free SO&iely (Cambridge, Mass., 1936). · . . . 
. It would take us too far a.field to quqte eyen the biographies of leadiJIS . 

· financiem a.nd indu$trlalists, but there still is an Ullll'len&e scope for~ 
~k in studying the autobiographies,. l~n. a.nd docui:nents of the .pa.11t 
a:nd preseat .of men like Hansemarixi a.n4 Ballin, Ftirstenbllrg and BJ.ei<ili. 
r&ier, as well as :Hearst, Northcliffe, Ford, li.Qd others. Tlils is equallf: 
tru. e of the·immease field.of~ bw. • gra.Phy and memoin., which~ 
the mos,; striking and lkldologically important ways in. which tlie .ru1iDr 
clas8elt are se1ectecL . . . . . 
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surplus energies, and where, on the other hand, there is a 
dominant cultural group, do there arise mutually adapted 
classes which create and assimilate culture. Sparta may 
be cited as an example of a civilization in which the political 
and military elites repressed all others, while in the United 
States the elite•have been absorbed in problems of organiza
tion, and this has determined to a very large extent the 
intellectual outlook of the whole nation. Even in a mass
democracv, cultaral sublimation, as for example, in art and 
in fashion~ can take place only if small groµps of connoisseurs, 
who create and mould taste, already exist, and slowly 
diffuse the content and the technique of sublimation over 
the rest of society. In all the spheres of cultural life, the 
function of such elites is to express cultural and psychological 
forces in a primary form and to guide collective extra version 
and introversion ; they are responsible for cultural initiative 
and tradition.1 If these small groups are destroyed or 

.1 We think for instance o:f circles like the aristocratic salons in Vienna 
at the time of Beethoven. Austrian and Hungarian noblemen in those 
days .were devoted to music and Beethoven found great understanding 
an.d generous support. The portrait we have of him as the misunderstood 
lonely genius is more and mar!' revealed to be a romantic legend (Walter 
Riezler, Beethoven, Berlin and Zurich, Atlantis-Verlag, 1936). 

Equally important were aristocratic salons in North,im Germany 
where the Klopstocks, Matthias Claudius, and others met at Emkendor:f, 
or whe:r:e the· Danish 11culptor Thorwaldsen stayed with the Rant.zaus at 
Breitenburg (Schleswig-Holstein) Cf. O. Brand, Geistesle'btm und Politi/, in 
Sckleswig-Holstein um die Wendo. des 18 Jallrkunderls, (Kiel, 1927). 

We need not go into the importance which the Court of Weimar had for 
Goethe, .Schiller, and Wieland,.and Munich had for Wagner. But it is 
essential to note how with the rise of modern capitalism the wealthy 
merchant and banking families play their pa.rt in cultural life. The brothers 
Boisseree who together with their · friend Bertram did so much for the 
appreciation of medieval German art, belonged to a wealthy Cologne 
merchant family, which originally came from Belgium. Their collection 
and study of medieval paintings aroused the interest of the romantic 
school. · . Friedrich Schlegel became • acquainted with them in Paris and 
went with them to Cologne. When Goethe in 1810 saw the collection at 
Heidelberg,. he was deeply impressed. Schinkel, the great architect of 
Berlin, tooka.keeninterest in Gothic architecture, and tlie kings of Prussia 
a.lld of Bavaria were equally influenced by the romantic circle around the 
Boisseree brothers. If this interest in medieval ~:rman painting and art 
superseded the predilection of the German princes. and their courts for 
French and Italian art, it contributed towards patriotism and the 
mvakenmi national pride in " Gei:manic art " as opposed to " Lat.in art' ". 
Similar circles of importance were. to be found in patrician. Hamburg. 
where Ph. 0. Runge found much understanding among patrician merchant 
families. Towards the end of the. l,lllt centucy the progressive spirit of 
this social group clashed with the official academic and sterile atmosphere 
fostered. by the. Kaiser. The "Tierga.rten ", the new living i::entre of 
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thwarted in their selection, the social conditions for the 
emergence and persistence of culture disappear. 

The crisis of culture in liberal~democratic society is · due, 
in the first place, to the fact that the social processes, 
which previously favoured the development of the creative 
elites, now have the opposite effect, i.e. have become obstacles 
to the forming of elites because wider sections of the 
population still under unfavourable social conditions take an 
active part in cultural activities. A similar situation arises 
where the principle of competition obtains. There, too, it 
may be observed that under certain conditions it leads .to 
the best possible achievements by those who are trying to 
excel in quality, whereas the same principle, in a different 
setting, lowers the social level because it leads to unfair 
competition. In exactly the .same way there are situations 
in which the unregulated operation of social forces can lead 
to negative results· in the cultural spheres. In what follows 
we will point out some of the symptoms of the destructive 
effects of. liberalism and of cultural democracy in the period 
of mass society. These we will call cases. of "negative 
liberalism" and "negative democratization '',1 and will 
set them side by side with those processes in which, at an 
earlier · date, liberalism and democratization through· the 

the new Berlin bourgeois society, became . the public setting . for 
" impressionism " and the " secessionists ", .led by Liebermann, hlm$elf 
the son ofa wealthy Berlin Jewish family. What the art dealer Cassieter· 
meant in this field, the self-made publisher S. Fischer meant for modem 
German literature. (Cf. Paul Cohen-Porthe.im, Thf lmdDllery of Euro;,,, 
Loudon, 1932, part iii, 2. Berlin and the Tiergarten. . See · Ennen's 
contribution to AllglJffleintJ D~ Biograp. hie, Leipzig, 1876, . vol. iil., 
p. lfJ, about the brothers Boisseree. Cf. also Dresdner, A., Enlsllbung der 
Kumtkritik, Miinchen, 1915, and Walter. Benjamin, " Der Sa.tlllDler Fuchs," 
ZeiJsclwift far So.rialforschung, vol. ii, 1937,) . · 

1 All example taken. from the competitive situaµon in the book-market 
as it ~revails to-day, will illustrate better than, anything else, the wa.y 
in which competition and the democratizing proceas :may bring about 
negative effects. :ltecently there has been a growing tendency to publish 
books, which had previously. a~ in more. expensive edi. 'tions, in a .. 
very cheap series like the Pen.gum librai:y or. the Reclam • Baendchen, the 
Phaidon edition, .the UllsteiXl novel, .or .the Rowohlt novel.· Certainly 
these cheap editiom reac4 a broader public which otherwise could ~ 
afford to buy these books, but since their publication involves a fat· smal1el1 
risk and less costs, the small publisher whi:> is often the discoveier of new 
authors, does xiot publish them because he is afraid of losing·thtt market. 
The risk of starting new things ~omes too great and .the same tendency 

.. which ma'bs for democratization of cultural Vlllues makes fot concentraµon, 
of business a.ud market ~1:!;02, 1eatliXlg towards mOll.QPOly a.udtotalU:arial!-' 
bureaucratic iniuexi.ce: · · . · · · · · 

i 
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operation of freely self-adjusting social mechanism, led 
to the highest degree of cultural creativeness. In discussing 
the problem of how elites are formed in a liberal society, 
there are four such processes which are of special significance 
to-day. They are :-

(I) The growing number of elite groups, and the con
sequent diminution of their power. 

(z) The destruction of the exclusiveness of the elite 
groups. 

(3) The change in the principle of selection of these 
elites. 

(4) The change in the internal composition of the elites. 

III 

First Process: THE INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF ELITES 

The first effect of a liberal social order on the formation 
of elites is to increase the influx into these groups and so to 
increase the number of these groups. At first this increase led 
to a fruitful variety compared with the rigidity and exclusive
ness of the rather limited number of these groups which had 
formerly controlled the smaller and more manageable 
societies. But beyond a certain point this variety gives way 
to diffuseness. Indeed, the more elites there are in a society 
the more each individual elite tends to lose its function and 
influence as a leader, for they cancel each other out. In 
a democratic mass society, especially one with great social 
mobility, no group can succeed in deeply influencing the 
whole of society. 

IV 

Second Process : THE BREAKDOWN OF THE EXCLUSIVENESS 

OF THE ELITES 

A second change for the worse consists in the fact that the 
open character of democratic mass society, together with 
its growth in size and the tendency towards general public 

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



I 

THE ELITES: THEIR. •BREAKDOWN 87 

participation, not only produces far too many elites but 
also deprives these elites of the exclusiveness which they 
need for the sublimation of the impulse. If this minimum 
of exclusiveness is lost, then the deliberate formation of 
taste, of a guiding principle of style, becomes impossible. 
The new impulses, intuitions and fresh approaches to 
the world, if they have no time to mature in small 
groups, will be apprehended by the masses as mere 
stimuli. As a result of this they fade away with 
the many passing sensations which abound in the life of a 
modern metropolis. Instead of creative ability and achieve;. 
ment we find constantly increasing hunger after ever new 
sensations. In this lies the social cause for a symptom, 
which was pointed out by the eminent art historian Riegl 
at the end of the last century, namely that since the Bieder
meier Germany has produced no individual art style of her 
own, but has drawn her inspiration from the revival, in rapid 
succession, of older styles which belong definitely to the past, 
A corresponding indecisiveness and lack of leadership may 
also be fcmnd, however, in other spheres of cultural life, in the 
field of philosophical interpretation, in politics, and so .on:· 
The student of such changes if he is not used to noticing . 
the social mechanisms at work behind the immediate 
concrete events is inclined to. believe that in such periods 
human nature has changed over-night, and .that human 
beings are to-day less talented and less creative and have .. 
less initiative than. in earlier periods'. The lack of 
leadership in late liberal mass society can, however, be 
much better diagnosed as the result of the change for the 
worse in. selecting the elite. We must recognize further that 
it is this general lack of direction in modem mass society 
that gives the opportunity to ·· groups with dictatorial 
ambitions. If such groups succeed in achiey'ing some sort 
of political.integration, they can carry out their.programme 
without an:y great resistance from the .other groups in society~ 
They meet with no ;real resistance because all the elites from 
whom values, tastes, .and standards of judgment could 
emanate., have cancelled each other out, . . . . ....• 

. The general lack of .. direction in modern ma:ss . society 
could be .observed most clearly in post.,War Ge~allY, ·. 
where primarily 13.S.a result of the infiatioll,.the,oldet.middl~ 
~~. ;-Vel'.e ecorio~y and .psychologically .wived oti~. .. 
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The groups which have in this manner been jolted out 
of their social niches are like an unorganized crowd, which 
only very rarely becomes integrated. 

In this situation these people became acutely sensitive 
to new experience, but the chances of an enduring pattern 
of response emerging are very slight. In contrast with 
Germany, England is among those countries in which the 
recent tendencies in mass society have been stayed by the 
persistence of the older organic ties and their accompanying 
effects. France, too, has the smaller cities and the provinces 
as counter-forces to protect it against the mechanisms 
of mass society. 

V 

Third Process : THE CHANGE IN THE PRINCIPLE Gov.ERNING 
THE SELECTION OF ELITES 

Recent changes in the ways in which elites are selected 
have also stimulated negative democratization. If, on the 
one hand, the elites, in order to create culture, must be 
fairly exclusive, it is equally important, on the other 
hand, that they should be recruited from society in 
certain definite ways. One cannot deny that intellectual 
groups of a caste-like exclusiveness can create cultural life, 
indeed, even an over-refinement of culture-one need only 
think of the esoteric priestly cultures of Babylon and Egypt 
-but precisely because of this social in-breeding these 
types of culture tend to lose their life and vigour.1 On 
that account these groups should be reasonably accessible 
as well as exclusive if culture is to flourish. Every person 
who comes into an elite from some other section of society 
brings with him new interests· and new points of view and 
enriches the atmosphere in which this elite lives. At the 

1 Concerning the r(lle of the intellectuals in the older, non-European 
cul!ur~, cf. th~ works of Max Web_er, G~sammelte Aufsdtze zu, Religions
$oztaiogii (Tiibmgen, 1920), vol. 1 (China), pp, 276-536, particularly 
cha:eter v, "Der Literatenstand," pp. 395 seqq. Vol. ii, chapter ii, 
<' Die orthodoxen und hetero&xen Heilslehren der indischen Intellek
tuellen," pp. 184-250. VoL iii, "Da.s antike Judentum," seqq. 

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



I 

THE ELITES : THEIR SELECTION 89 

same time, he is a mediator between the elite and those 
other groups to which the elite must tum for its audience. 

But even in this' sphere of selection, mass democracy 
betrays negative symptoms. If one calls to mind the essential 
methods of selecting elites, which up to the present have 
appeared on the historical scene, three principles can be 
distinguished: selection on the basis of blood, property, and 
achievement. Aristocratic society, especially after it had 
entrenched itself, chose its elites primarily on the blood 
principle. Bourgeois society gradually introduced, as a 
supplement, the principle of wealth, a principle which also 
obtained for the intellectual elite, inasmuch as education was 
more or less available only to the offspring of the well-to-do. 
It is, of course, true that the principle of achievement was 
combined with the two other principles in earlier periods, but 
it is the important contribution of modern democracy (as 
long as it is vigorous), that the achievement principle in
creasingly tends to become the criterion of social success.1 

Seen as a whole, modem democracy is a selective 
1 In Germany during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries it was easier 

for the poor but gifted boy to rise in the social scale through education than 
during the nineteenth century. The surviving medieval schools of the towns 
gave lessons in Latin and there was no special examination before entering 
the university. The divisions between elementary and secondary schools 
did not yet exist. When the wealthy classes and the nobility withdrew 
from all the schools and had private tutors to educate their children, 
the tutorship offered a good opportunity for the poor student to make 
a living not too far a.way from his work. Only with Humboldt's introduction 
of the Abitur and the prolongatioI). of studies was that link between pro
perty and education, so characteristic of the nineteenth century, :first 
forged (Bruford, W. H., Germany in the Eighteenth Century, London, 1935). 

The tendency for a stricter selection among students and applicants for the 
civil service after 1800 brought about a division into two different types 
of intellectuals : the refined (and often highbrow) urbanized intellectual of 
the Berlin and Weimar Salons and the plebeian type found in the Teutonic 
movement under the leadership of men like Jahn and Arndt. 

It is not without interest to note that there is a far-reaching resemblance 
between the mental attitudes, gestures, and symbols of this early plebeian 
intelligentsia and the intelligentsia of National Socialism. It is also to 
be noted that the ambivalent tendencies towards freedom and revolution 
on the one hand and nationalism and even antisemitism on the other 
is already present. It is mainly the general trend of evolution which makes 
them fit into one or the other mould. 

The " organizing " elites, especially the economic and financial upper 
classes, form a new aristocracy which is almost closed.. Friedrich Zahn, 
when he was president of the " Bavarian Statistical Landesamt " included 
in the economic upper classes:-

(!) The owners of estates of more than 100 hectares (about 250 acres) 
under plough. 

(2) The independent persons in trade, commerce, and transport, 
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machinery combining all three principles. Its elites 
are a medley of successful men and women who have 
attained their positions by means of one or more of the 
excepting all home industries and all those who, judging by their occupa
tion, which was that of a skilled artisan, seemed to belong to the middle 
classes. (" Wirtschaftsaufbau Deutschlands " in Handworterbuch der 
Staatswissenschaften, 4th edition, supplement (Jena, 1929), p. 986. With 
those assumptions Zahn estimated the upper class as being l per cent of 
the whole employed population according to the census of 1925. He 
tried to estimate the chances of social advancement into various positions 
by counting the biographies of eminent men which had appeared in 
Unsere Zeitgenossen. We?' Ist's? Leipzig, 1925. (Vei:l>:ffent1ichung des 
Bayerischen Statistischen Landesam.ts, So:ialer Auf• imd Abstieg im 
Deutschen Volll, p. 61.) 

Fathers belonging to 

Pro,fession of Contempora.i:y Middle and 
Upper Classes Lower 

Intellectual Economic Classes 

% % 1t2 Big Industrialist • 13·9 70•9 

Wealthy Merchant, Publishe1·, 
Banker 17·8 67·2 15•0 

Landlord. Wealthy Tenant 14·8 85·2 -
" Privatbeamter,'' Employee in . 38•8 36•9 24·3 

Leadi.ng Position of these with 
Univei:sity Education 40•5 37·2 22•3 

Engineers, Technical Staff, Archi• 
tect, Builder and Contractor, 
Independent Expert . 31·7 34·1 34·2 

Representative of Economic and 
Diplomatic Interests • 42·6 35•0 22·4 

Altogether 28•9 51•4 19.7 

These figures show that out of 100 leading industrialists 70 are the 
sons of leading industrialists, out of 100 wealthy merchants, publishers, 
and bankers 67•2 a.re the sons of wealthy merchants, publishers, and 
bankers, and. out of 100 people holding landed property 85 a.re the sons 
of men in the same position. There are some newcomers. Fifteen per cent 
of those whose fathers belonged to the middle or lower classes, and 13•9 
per cent, 17•8 per cent, and 14·8 per cent.of those whose fathers belonged 
to the intellectual upper class have become leading industrials, publishers, 
merchants, or bankers, and landowners respectively. How often this 
social change was due to. intermarriage with the upper classes is unknown, 
but it. is a. factor which must be taken into account in · considering the 
ilnportance of achievement as a. means of entering this elite. 
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three principles. Whatever may be one's attitude towards 
this combination from the point of view of social justice, 
it does at any rate combine in a rather happy way the 
restraining conservative and the dynamic progressive 
principles of selection.1 Selection by achievement is the 
dynamic element here. We have no clear idea how the 
selection of elites would work in an open mass society in 
which only the principle of achievement mattered. It is 
possible that in such a society, the succession of the elites 
would take place much too rapidly and social continuity, 
which is essentially due to the slow and gradual broadening 
of the influence of the dominant groups, would be lacking 
in it. The real threat of contemporary mass society does 
not, however, seem to consist in the sudden predominance 
of the achievement principle but rather in that it has 
recently shown a tendency to renounce the principle of 
achievement as a factor in the struggle of certain groups 
for power, and has suddenly established blood and other 
criteria as the major factors to the far-reaching exclusion 
of the achievement principle. 

We need not elaborate the fact that the recently pro
claimed racial principle is, interestingly enough, not a genuine 
blood principle at all. It is no longer a matter, as in an 
earlier age, of the purity of an aristocratic minority stock 

. and its traditions; here, on the contrary, it has become 
democratic and quite suddenly offers to the great masses 
of the population the privilege of social ascendancy without 
any. achievement. Hitherto it has been the often envied 
privilege of the nobility to Iay claim to certain functions 
and positions primarily on the grounds of biological in
heritance, and to base its success only secondarily on achieve
ment. Now; however, in many countries even the least 
important members of a given group wish to be regarded 
as superior not out of recognition of any achievements but 
simply by virtue of their biological descent. Here, again, 

1 On lea.ding groups cf. Marshall, T. H., article in Annales d'histoire kon. 
et sociale, 1937, on" British Aristocracy"; Ponsonby, Arthur, The.Decline 
of Aristocracy (London-Leipzig, 1912) ; Weeter, Dixon, The Saga of 
American Society (New York, Ml37); Taussig, F. W,. and Joselyn, C., 
American Business Leaders {New York, 1932); Lundberg, F., A~ca's 
Sixty Families (New York, 1937}; Myers, G., The History of Great 
American Fortunes (new edition, New York, 1937); Nickerson, Hoffman, 
The American Rich (New York, 1930). 
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we have a characteristic illustration of the process, which 
we have called negative democratization. Whereas the 
unrestricted principle of freedom and free competition in 
the :first phase of modern democratic society served to 
proclaim general equality, and therefore the same duties and 
rights for everyone, in this instance the principle has the 
opposite effect. The populace as a whole now becomes a 
privileged group in this sense and the man in the street is 
entitled to the privilege of being a member of a pure race, 
relieving him at the same time of the responsibility for 
individual achievement. In the prevailing conflict between 
political principles which are rapidly changing their meaning, 
expediency rather than truth is the decisive factor. It 
is therefore irrelevant in this ideological struggle to put 
forward the objection that in the long run it is logically 
impossible to give everyone the same "privileges". We 
will not go into the problematic nature of a mass society in 
which the achievement principle has been dispensed with, 
but will only point out that it was precisely this new principle 
of selection which justified the rise of democracy itself, 
It was only on the basis of this principle that it could find 
the courage to oppose the principle of tradition which had 
formerly prevailed. One can already see that unless the 
principle of equalizing opportunities is linked up with 
objective criteria of achievement and just principles of social 
selection, mass society is bound to degenerate into Fascism. 

VI 

Fourth Process : THE CHANGE IN THE COMPOSITION oF 

THE ELITE 

In recent years further disturbances in the creation of 
culture have arisen from the artificial changes in the com
position of the elites, and the relations between the 
autochthonous and the mobile elements within the 
intelligentsia have undergone profound changes.1 In order 

1 In German scholarship, a worthy a.ttempt hall been made to clarify 
the r6le of the a.utochthonous social elements in the history of literature. 
Cf. Na.dler, J., Lmratw-geschichta /Ur asutschen Stamme und LamJ&chaftlJn, 
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to understand what these changes mean, it must be 
remembered that the cultural elite of Western civilization 
have from their very origin been a fusion of the represen
tatives of local cultures, of fixed social position, coming from 
the country, and of intellectuals who were not bound to any 
definite locality. Inasmuch as modern cultural life had its 
origins in clerical education, it absorbed a considerable 
element of internationalism from the very beginning. 
Clerical culture was primarily the expression of an inter
national order, and only secondarily was it the reflection 
of special local and national circumstances. Secular 
humanism succeeded the Christian humanism and it took 
the form of an international cultural movement based on 
worldly foundations. But with the democratization of 
culture. there also began in the ranks of the humanists and 
patricians a tendency towards regionalism. It was a 
bourgeoisie which had already attained power, that first 
created in the late urban art style a genuine local colour, 
creating and thinking in terms of regions and provinces. 
Thus, contrary to a widespread opinion, the history of 
Western civilization cannot be described as evolving from 
regional and provincial to national and international culture. 
There was rather, following a magnificent surge of inter
national cultural integration (even though it was limited 
to narrow circles of elites), a gradual growth of local, then 
regional, and later national, patterns of culture. Cultural 
life, in our sense, was first brought to Northern Europe by 
colonizing monks who imposed upon the barbarian peoples 
a super-local and super-tribal outlook and way of life. 
For a long time it was the migrants-those individuals 
not bound to any particular place-who furthered this 

Regensburg, 1912-1928, 4 vols. Cf. also Klaine, H., Der VerfaU der 
Adelsgeschlechter, Leipzig, 18$2. Toennies, F., 'Ober den Adel Deutsch
lands im XIX Jhrdt. Neue Rundschau, 1912. Fahlbeck, P., Der Adel 
Schwedens (und Finlands) Eine demographische Studie, Jena, 1903. 
Savorgnan, Das Aussterben der adligen Geschlechter. Jahrbuch fur 
Soziologie, ed. by G. Salomon, vol. i, pp. 320 :ff. Uspensky, G. J ., Terpigotiew, 
A. N., Verlumpung der Bauwn und. des Adels in Russland, Leipzig, 1892. It 
would, in my opinion, be at least as important to reverse the question and to 
show the significance of the mobile elements in social and cultural life. Cf. 
also Stonequist, Everett, The Marginal Man (New York, 1937); Park, 
R. E. "The Mentality of Racial Hybrids," AmeYican Jou,naJ of Sociology, 
vol. 36, pp. 534--551, January, .1931 ; and "Migration and the Marginal 
Man", ibid., vol. 33, pp. 881-$93, May, 1928; and esp. Toynbee, Arnold J., 
A Study of Hist<>ry, 2nd edition, London, 1935. 
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tradition in our society. Only very slowly did the 
autochthonous elements come to have their own culture. 
From that time onward in every country, two cultural 
groups have been in conflict with one another. One of them, 
in fact as well as in outlook, has been bound to its local 
arena and has regarded as strange and foreign whatever 
has come even from the neighbouring provinces. Side by 
side with it there has been the influence of certain mobile 
individuals who have not become merged into the indigenous 
population, and who have preferred to live in places and 
among people where the cultural community of Europe was 
becoming more and more united in a single fellowship. 
The French Revolution on its intellectual side was the 
expression of the mobile, urban intelligentsia; the counter
revolution and the romantic movement which followed 
represented, on the contrary, the rise of those groups whicl1 
were more deeply influenced by the unique, individual 
developments of their native regions and provinces. As 
long as organic evolution lasts, these two types of human 
beings and currents of thought mutually enrich one another. 
The influence of the mobile type saves from intellectual 
provincialism those indigenous types whom property, 
sentimental attachment to the native soil, and the 
consciousness of a secure future have rendered not only 
more stable, but also more comfortable and satisfied. At 
the same time, the latter type forces the more abstract and 
over~mobile elements to take account of the concrete facts, 
locality and slowly growing traditions of their immediate 
surroundings and to assimilate them psychologically.1 

1 The argument that many of the ruling group in German National 
Socialism do not represent a local but rather a mobile element does not 
hold good in this coll!lection. It is well known that many of the leaderi; 
came .from relatively outside positions in the German nation, that 
Hitler as an Austrian and a provincial one had au inferiority complex 
towards the " Reichsdeutsche ". Rosenberg ea.me from the Ba.ltics, 
Hess came from Egypt, Klaus Heim, the prominent leader of a :rebel 
peasantry in Schleswig Holstein, came from South America, Count 
Reventlow had been for several years in the States before the War, and 
von Ribbentrop worked in Canada. (These :facts are sta.ted in• John 
Gunther's Inside. Eu-,ope, and in Konrad Heiden's History of National 
~oci~ism.) But w1=,en we are considering social mobility we have to take 
mto account that it does not always mean the same thing. There is a 
cultuxal lag between develo:f>ments inside Germany and their effect on 
Germans outside the Reich, 1n the former colonies, or in old settlements 
of ·Ger.man peasants as in Rumanla or Hungary, a. fact which has been 
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Just as we may observe in the contemporary economic 
situation, that autarchic tendencies and movements arise 
in the midst of the highest development of technique · and 
international commerce, so obstacles are now arising in the 
cultural sphere. The representatives of local culture are 
t~g to exclude from their midst those who are linked 
with international culture, and thereby threaten to destroy 
everything that has gone to make up our civilization since 
the beginning of humanism. The process of counter
colonization which Professor Bonn has descried in economic 
life, is also taking place in a certain sense even within the 
boundaries of some of the great states of the modern world.1 

To be more precise, the indigenous groups are isolating 
themselves from the mobile elements and thereby alienating 
themselves from everything which our culture has derived 
from Christian and secular international tendencies. 

Indeed, many of the psychological and intellectual 
phenomena that accompany this process of de-colonization 
can be explained only in terms of such a regression. Whereas, 
in the past, the normal mechanism of selection had tended 
to bring the bearers of cultural values to the top, or else 
educated the ascending groups as they rose, at present 
negative selection gives a position of pre..eminence to 
those who were unable to live up to the standards of mo.dern 
culture and were deficient in the mastery of their impulses 

well described in Wilhebn Schnei.qer's book, Dia auslan4sdeuts&1)8 Di&htung 
'U#SIYIW Zm (Berlin, 1936), pp. 9 seqq. . . . . 

For the most part these settlers formed lliioorities who had to defend their 
cultural heritage against the pressure of the people who received . tlrem. .. 
Because of this \ii,fensive position they very often became stau~ con
servatives, chanipng:. only with utmost dislike. and since the stimulus for 
national unification ~thin a· Reich was la.eking their cultural development 
moved at a slower pace. It was this backwardness whieh made • the 
National Socialist .A.uslandsdeutsehe so popular as professional .politicians 
in Germany aftet the War. Their personal backwardness correspo)lded 
to the general backwa.rdness of the German lower middle 'class or what 
was left of it during the w01:ld crisis. So the extremely mobile groups 
of National Socialist professional politicians-Dl". Goebbel$ :from .. Hei 
delbei:$ University . was the most sophisticated type they could produce-
could advocate the very opposite of their personal experience, blood and 
!!Oil and " Bodenstandigkeit ". The backward classes of .A.uslandsdeutseh• 
tum reflected the needs. and. opinions of the backward lower. middle. class. 
in Germany, which reads few books. and the lowest type of newspapm 
and which, in its . work behind the counters of small shops, and at 
office desks, does not acquire any other intellectual t:raiD,ing instead.. . • · · 

l . Bonn, N[. J .• Tha AgtJ 1;;:;,n1er-coumuation. Public lecture .delivered 
at the London School. of mica and Politics, 1933. .·· · 
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and in self-control. As a result of their triumph, their 
values become the dominant ones, and an inner conflict 
of motives develops in the psychological life of the individual 
too. Finally, in this sphere, too, negative selection occurs 
in the sense that the earlier bearers of culture begin to be 
ashamed of their slowly acquired cultural and moral values 
and come to regard them as the expression of weakness and 
as a form of cowardice. The sublimation of impulses which 
required so many generations for its realization is gradually 
disintegrated and the chaotic and undisciplined elements 
of the psyche come more dearly into the open. Thus 
the negative selection of the elites is ultimately transformed 
into a negative selection of the prevailing experiences and 
characteristics of the human mind. In the sphere of culture, 
positive selection, the effective force of repression, which 
exists in every society, masters the anti-social, primitive 
impulses, but in the negative selection it only annihilates 
those sublimations which took so long to acquire.1 

VII 

THE FORMATION OF THE PUBLIC IN LIBERAT. MASS SOCIET'Y 

The task of a sociology of culture is not limited, however, 
to describing how elites arise. It also concerns itself with 
the role of the elites in society as a whole. The next question 
to be considered here is the relationship of the elites to the 
" public ". In order to clear up this point it is first necessary 
to say a few words about the processes by which the public 
is formed. 

The elites are not in direct contact with the masses. 
Between elites and the masses stand certain social structures, 
which, although they are purely temporary, have, neverthe
less, a certain inner articulation and constancy. Their 
function is to mediate between the elites and the masses. 
Here, too, it can be shown that the transition from the 

1 The phenomenon of regression was noted as early as Herbert Spencer 
who called it " rebarbarization ". He ttaced the symptoms primarily 
to the pressure of militarism. Such symptoms appear, not merely when 
a nation has an army, but rather when the military outlook replaces the 
civil one. Cf. the l!eetion in question in his Fa&ts and Comments. 
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liberal democraqy of the few to real mass-democracy 
destroys this intemiediate structure and heightens the 
significance of the completely fluid mass. In the realm of 
literature and of the theatre, this could be demonstrated by 
the fact that in earlier periods, when once an author had a 
public for himself, he could count upon its interest for at 
least a generation. In the disintegrated mass society, a 
public becomes integrated only momentarily, it comes 
together only to see a given play, and then disperses. Before 
such a public it is not a permanent theatrical troupe which 
presents the play but one which comes together only to 
present this particular play. It is in a society in a stage of 
dissolution that such a public supplants the permanent 
public which was formerly selected out of well-established 
and stable groups. Such an inconstant, :fluctuating public 
can be reassembled only through new sensations. For 
authors the consequence of this situation is that only their 
first publications tend to be successful, and when the 
authors have produced a second and a third book the same 
public which greeted their first work may no longer exist. 
Wherever the organic publics are disintegrated, authors and 
elites tum directly to the broad masses. Consequently they 
become more subject to the laws of mass psychology than 
when they act through the medium of the social unit called 
" the public ". In response to this need an attempt has been 
made in the most recent stage of liberal mass society to 
reach a novel and somewhat forced solution in the form 
of the organized public. Thus the workers' theatre plays 
before trade unions or other similarly organized groups. 
At this point in extreme cases in liben1.l mass society there 
emerges the solution which has its future in a regulated and 
planned society. Thus we see a transition in the development 
of the public from the organic throt.6h the disintegrated to 
the artificially organized public of the future. 

The phenomenon of the formation of the public, as we 
have shown with reference to the theatre, can be pointed 
out just as well in other spheres of social life, e.g. in the 
political sphere. Here, too, there was at the stage of the 
democracy of the few an intermediate body between the 
broad masses and the elites, as represented, for example, by 
the more or less constant electoral following and the different 
parties as defined by the press. In the stage where democracy 
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broadens into mass democracy the r6le of those who have 
hitherto been non-voters, and of the younger generation which 
has not yet made up its mind, beco1:1es mu~~ mo~e decisiv~ as 
a fulcrum in those more or less definite, pohtical, mtermed1ate 
groups described above.1 The parties which in liberal 
mass democracy strive to attain some importance, turn, 
for these very reasons, towards these as yet unorganized 
masses and seek by appealing to emotional, irrational 
symbols, as these are understood by social psychology, to 
influence them in the desired direction. But here, too, as 
with the theatre public, as soon as it attains power the 
dictatorship transforms its once voluntary following, which 
was an intense and momentary form of group integration, 
into an organized party. 

VIII 

THE PLACE OF THE INTELLIGENTSIA IN SOCIETY 

We are confronted with the further problem of the 
position of the elites in the social order and their relation
ship to the various other social classes. 

The question whether the bearers of intellectual culture 

1 Cf. Tingsten, Herbert, Political Behavior (London, 1937), on degrees 
in which social classes become politically minded. Cf. also Dix, A., Die 
deulsclien Reichstagswahlen 1871-1930 und die WandJungcn der Volks
glie!U1'ung (Tue bingen, l 930). 

The fact that the National Socialist Party attracted the younger 
generation much more than the pre-War type of party like the Social 
Democrats is not only· shown in the election results but even more 
unmistakably in the various generations of party membership. 

According to " Die Nationalsozialistische Parteikorrespondenz " in 
1931 the composition of the National Socialist Party was as follows:-

Members 18-30 years,old making 37•6 per cent of the total 
;, 31-40 ., ., 27·6 ,. .. 
,. 41-50 ., ,. 19•6 ,. ,, 
,. above 50 " 0 14·9 ,, 0 

That is to say 65•2 per cent of the party members were not more than 
forty years of age and only about 15 per cent were over fifty. The significance 
of these fi~res will become clear if one looks at the same figures for the 
Social Democrat party. 

Members 18-30 years old making 19·3 per cent of the total 
., 31-40 ,. ,. 27•4 ,. .. 
., 41-50 ., 26•5 
,, above 50 ., ,. 26·8 ., ,. 

(Berli1181' Tageblatt, Nr. 27, 16.1.1927• 
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are members of more or less aristocratic "society" 
or whether they depend on individual patronage, on a 
freely and automatically self-integrating public, or on 
organized groups, is by no means irrelevant to the destiny 
of these elites, and to the type of outlook which prevails 
in a society. The first negative consequence of the modern 
widening of opportunities for social advancement through 
education is the proletarianization of the intelligentsia.1 

1 The sinking of the intelligentsia in the social scale could best be 
studied in Central and Eastern Europe during the post-War period. First 
of all, savings and dividends disappeared through inflation. The sections of 
the middle strata who were dependent on salary and other forms of money 
income lost their social security and only by an extreme effort could a 
middle class family afford to send one of its members to the university. 
In this connection it is interesting to note that the size of the family 
mattered a great deal. Parents who had many children to care for could not 
spend so much on the education of any one of them, and those who wanted 
their sons to go to the university restricted births. Nearly 50 per cent of 
the German students come from small families with one or two children, 
about 25 per cent have two or more brothers or sisters, and only the 
remaining 25 per cent have four or more brothers or sisters. (Dentsche 
Hochschulstatislik, vol. 12, 1933-4, Berlin, 1934, p. 21.) 

If economic conditions affecting the professional chances of the middle 
classes make for overcrowded universities, post-War political changes, 
the rise of the new national states after the .breakdown and splitting-up 
of the Austrian-Hungarian state have made life difficult for the professional 
classes. The University of Vienna before the War had trained lawyers, 
barristers, and civil servants for the whole of the Habsburg territory. 
After the War Rumania., Hungary, Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia, and others 
built up new bureaucracies out of their own stock, and offered the indigenous 
middle classes, the peasautry, and urban bourgeoisie new chances of social 
advancement, and of assimilation with the educated class. They encouraged 
them to speak their native language, to foster a. literature of their own, to 
build up a national press, and so on. This meant an enormous shrinkage 
of the market for German graduates from Vienna University. But the 
adjustment in the market of professions is particularly slow and proba.);)ly 
only by the introduction of quotas, legal and other political measures is it 
_possible to restore the equilibrium between supply and demand. (Kot• 
schnig, Walter M., Unemployment in the Learned Professions. An 
International Study of Occupational and Educational Planning, Oxford 
University Press, 1937, p. 33 passim.) Kotschnig's study gives some 
striking :figures revealing the lamentable state of the overcrowded pro
fessions in all countries of Eastern and Central Europe. To mention 
only a few works on the proletarianization of the intellectuals, Becker, 
W. M., " Aus dem Gelehrtenproletariat der nachreformatori.sf:hen Zeit," 
Af'chiv fiir Kulturgeschichte, vol. 8, 191 l; Michels, R., "Zur Soziologie 
der Boheme und ihre Zusammenhange mit dem geistigen Proletariat," 
Jahrbucher fur Nationalokonomie und Statistik, 3rd series, 81, 6, June, 
1932; Kassel, R., Soziale hobleme der Intellektuellen, Wien, 19.20; 
Rauecker, B., Die Prolelarisierung der geistigen Arbeitw {M!inchen, 1920); 
Eulenberg, H., Die Frequenz der deutschen Universitaten von ihrer Grundnug 
bis zur Gegenwart (Leipzig, 1907) ; Kotschnig, op. cit., chap. ii ; R 
Schairer, Df,e akademische Berufsnot (Jena, 1933). 
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There aTe more persons on the intellectual labour market 
than society as it is to-day requires for carrying out its 
intellectual work.1 

The real significance of this over-supply is not only that the 
intellectual professions lose their social value, but also that 
cultural and intellectual activity itself is belittled by public 
opinion. The layman believes that intellectual culture is 
always highly valued for its own sake. It seems, however, to 
be a sociological principle that the social value of intellectual 
culture is a function of the social status of those who produce 
it. It not only took a long time for intellectual culture as 
such to attain general recognition, but in the course of this 
development the rank in society of those who produced it 
was time and again decisive for the value which was placed 
upon it. · The intellectual aristocracy only very gradually 
took its place beside the warrior class of noble blood. 
We can point to many curious cases, such as the determina
tion of the status of a university professor by the number of 
aristocratic youths who sat at his feet. We know from Greek 
history that the plastic arts were looked down upon for a 
very long time because those engaging in these arts were 
originally slaves. · On the other hand, it was very important 
for the social advancement of intellectual culture in modern 
times that the absolutist state . suddenly required educated 
officials ; this decreased the market value of court theology 
and certain other forms of intellectual activity, while it 
caused a rise in the value of legal education. 

To-day we are witnessing a movement in the opposite 
direction. The glut of intellectuals decreases the value of 
the intellectuals and of intellectual culture itself. The fact 
that this overcrowding did not appear in the preceding 
phase of democratic society is closely connected with the 

1 An example . ilh;1strating thls situation in . Republican Germany 
may help · t? show what we mean. The· annual e:x:cess of supply over 
demand during the past few years was approximately : Physicians 100-
200 per cent;. physicists 100-200 per cent; chemists 100 per cent • 
. These figures ~efer only to the ~ual increases in persons who had 
3ustbecome qualified for these professions, and do not include the reserve 
army of those unemployed who.were alreadyintheprofession. C£. Unur• 
suc,Sungen _zur Lag_e der akade_misc/len Beruj1J · (Berlin, t932-3). 

K?tschntg, op. et!,, sum=~ all the available data.for a large number 
of. different· coUiltries and provides a clear-cut factual corroboration of 
thls statement. 
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fact that it was an era of minority-democracy. Apart from 
the families of the aristocracy, the cultured class was 
recruited so predominantly from the property-owning class 
that wealth came to be an inseparable prerequisite for 
education. The intelligentsia therefore took its place in 
" high society ". Although it is true to state that in the 
eighteenth century many men of learning were recruited 
from the lower classes, the path they trod was an extremely 
difficult one,1 and their adaptability to the desires of the 
ruling classes was guaranteed by the fact that in many ways 
they were dependent on these classes. The modern transition 
from a bourgeois democracy of welUo-do classes to a mass
democracy, in which culture was no longer the property of 
the few, had beneficial results at first. Their excessively 
close connection with " high society " led the intellectuals 
to form their cultural outlook according to class conventions. 
In consequence intellectual culture to a very considerable 
extent acquired a class character. The freedom of the 
intellectuals from " high society " and their development 
into a section more or less detached from other sections, and 
recruited from all social classes,. brought about a wonderful 
:flowering of a free intellectual and cultural life. The great 
plasticity of mind and the deep sense of moral responsibility 
as represented by the intelligentsia of Czarist Russia,. or 
the really valuable and representative intellectuals of the 
last hundred years in Europe as a whole, was a human 
achievement in the very best sense, free to a very great 
extentfrom the class prejudices which previously had always 
entered into intellectual life, This selection, made on an 
increasingly broader basis, had an adverse effect, however, 
when 'With the increase in the supply of intellectuals, the 
classes from which they were selected became more and 
more barren for purposes of cultural creation. 

1 Cf. Winckelmann, for instance, who was the son of a poor cobbler. 
lt is said that he spent his day in the following way:. "He did not go to 
bed all. the winter. but sat in his reading chair in a comer, before a table, 
with a bookcase on each side .. After :6.ni.shing with his classes :µid his 
private pupils for the day he studied until midnight. · Then he put out 
his lamp and slept in his chiur until four o'clock. At four he relit his 
lamp and read until six, when he had again to busy himself with his pupils." 
Reicke, E., Der Gelehtte, Jena, 1910,. p. 142. See. also Bruford, W. H., 
Germany .in the Bighteenth Century (London, 1936); .. one could equally 
well refer to Fichte, Heyne, and <>thers. Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com
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It is not the economically poorest classes which are 
unquestionably the least fitted for intellectual activity but 
rather those which have the least promising future in the 

· modern process of production. For this reason the funda
mental impulses which develop in these sections of the 
population tend to produc~ . types which. are 9.uite ~imited 
in their more human qualities. If a society m which the 
various classes have very unequal standards of life, very 
unequal opportunities for leisure, and vastly dissimilar 
opportunities for psychological and cultural development, 
offers the chances of cultural leadership to larger and 
larger sections of the population, the inevitable consequence 
is that the average outlook of those groups which have been 
doomed to a more unfortunate position in life, tends more 
and more to become the prevalent outlook of the whole 
society. Whereas in an aristocratic society in which a very 
small minority was culturally active, the low average level 
of culture ofthe less fortunate classes was confined to their 
own sphere of life; now as a result of large-scale ascent, 
the limited intelligence and outlook of the average person 
gains general esteem and importance and even suddenly 
becomes a model to which people seek to conform. A gradual 
influx from the lower classes can be assimilated by the upper 
classes, as is still very largely the case in England to-day; 
when, however, the influx . assumes mass proportions, 
the older intellectual classes lose their assimilative power 
and ate themselves. submerged. 

Recognizing this fact, we may now ask the question : 
"Why . <lid culture not take on a mass character at the 
time when the proletariat came forth for the first time 
with its own. cultural ambitions, and began to exert a 
cultural influen<;e? Why did the negative symptoms 
of cultural decay become visible for the first time only when 
the democratization of culture began to affect classes other 
than the proletariat? " To explain this we must ask first 
of all which social classes have really been taking political 
as well as cultural leadership into their own hands of late. 
The answe~ is,the ~owet middle class; The minor employees, 
petty• oftlc1als,. artisans, small business men, small peasants 
<1.nd impoverished rentiers. 1 ' 

aoo,ve,:mer1tio:a,ed (p. 90 n.) analysis of biographies of eminent men 
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Intrinsically, there is no reason why these classes should 
not supply cultural elites as well as any other, nor why a 
selection from these groups, should not have positive values. 
---· ·--

Their Fathers Belong to 

Contemporaries Belong to 
Middle and 

Upper Class Lower 
Intellectual Economic Classes 

Intellectuals and Civil Servants. 
~~ % % 

Male 56· l 22·7 21 :2 
Female 69· l 30·8 9.5 

Artistic Professions : 
Male 41 ·5 27·3 31 •2 
Female 53·7 34·0 12·3 

Economic Upper Class : 
Male 28·9 51 ·4 19•7 
Female - 100·0 -

Otherwise (Politicians, Social Work, 
Sports, etc.) : 

Male ll·O 17·9 71 • l 
Female 32·9 13·7 53.4 

Total: 
Male 46·2 26·9 26·9 
Female 53·0 30·8 16·2 

I 

(So.tialcr Auf- und Abslieg im deulschen Volke, Arbeiten des Bayerischen 
Statistischen Landesamtes, ed. by Zahn, Fr. No. 116, p. 56.) 

Here, too, some characteristic figures relating to Germany may be 
instructive. In 1830 about half of the universitv students came from 
families. of the higher officialdom, and the liberal professions, while only 
about a fifth belonged to the classes commonly called " intermediate 
officials,., which then comprised primarily clergymen and teachers. In 
1930, the percentage of these students whose parents belonged either 
to the higher officialdom or to· the liberal· professions fell to one-fifth, 
while the percentage of students from the intermediate officialdom increased 
from 20 to over 30 per cent. The unusually large influx into the universities 
of the children of the lower. middle class can be demonstrated by the 
following approximate figures: in 1914, 30,000, and in 1930, 60,000 of 
the students came from the lower middle .class. 

Cf. on this subject the book of Robert Michels, Umschiohtungen tier 
henschenden Klassen nach dem Kriege (Stuttgart and Berlin, 1934), esp. 
pp. 162 passim for the bibliography on the "Akademikerfrage ". Kotschnig, 
op. cit., pp .. 162 seqq. Cf. also Hartshorne, E. Y., The G(lmtan UntversitieJ 
and National Socialism, London, 1937. By the same. author, "The 
German.Universities and the Government," Annals .. Am. Acad., November, 
1938.; and "Numerical Changes in the. German Student Body», Natur6, 
23rd July, 1938. Lowe, A. «The Task of Education.in Democracr '' in 
Social Rese(J,rch, 1932. For the United States cf. 0. E. R.eynolds; The Social 
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In principle this is true. A more precise analysis shows, 
however, the reasons why, when these ?lasses help to form the 
elites, the quality of culture changes. SmceMar~MaxWeber,1 

and others, we have been aware that the different social 
classes have quite different outlooks, and that the mental 
qualities of a class can to a very large extent be derived 
from its position in the economic process of production. 
Accordingly the interest which a group has in the progress 
of further industrialization and in technical rationalization 
is vital in the present situation. Certain classes and groups 
depend for their existence on the growth of industrialization 
and the creation of large-scale productive units. Their 
economic position nourishes in them a sympathy for technical 
rationality and for the further development of man's 
rational capacities and humanistic spirit. It is clear that 
the proletariat which owes its existence to industrialization, 
the technical invention of the large factory, and the ration
aiization of certain social relations, will be unconsciously 
inclined to push social development in this direction. 2 Thus, 

and Economic Status of College Students, New York, 1927; and for Italy 
the excellent article of V. Castrilli in Archives de Sociologie, Series B. 5,-6. 
(Institut internationale de sociologie), published by the Comitato Ita!iana 
per lo Studio dei Problemi della Popolazione (Rome, 1935.) 

1 The best summary of Max Weber's investigations in this field is to 
be. found in the <;hapter entitled "Stl!.nde, Klassen, 11nd Religion", in 
his Wirtscltaft und Gesellscltaft, Grundriss der Sozialoekonomik, part iil, 
Much empirical investigation has been done on this subject. Representa
tions are such articles as Kornhouse, Arthµr W., " Attitudes of Economic 
Groups," Public Opinion Quarterly, vol. 2, 1938, p; 260. Cf. also Droba, 
D. D., "Topical Summaries of Current Literature: Social Attitudes," 
Amer. Journ. of Sociology, voL 39, 1934, pp, 513-534. 

2 However, an important qualifying. factor. must be recognized. The 
worker who has become unemployed, has, sociologically speaking, a 
different outlook from one who is regularly employed. , The destructive 
effects on culture of lasting unemployment can scarcely be. overestimated, 
since. the change in the attitude of the. unemployed naturally exercises 
an influence beyond the limits of the particular class. The most important 
negative effect of unemployment eonsists in the destruction of what may 
be called the " life plan " of the individual. The " life plan " is a. very vital 
fonn of personal . rationalization, inasmuch as it restrains the individual 
from ·responding· immediately . to every passing stim.ul.us.. Its disruption 
heightens the individual's susceptibility to suggestions to an extraordinary 
degree and strengthens the belief in miraculous'' cure0alls ", The prospect 
of. continuous work and rational .self-support has the same effect in the 
sphere of mental life that saving has in the economic sphere. This attitude 
lead$ gradually. to the creation .. of a·" life plan " and the repression, to 
a <;ertain degree, of ilnmediate satisfaction . of impulses and wishes, for 
the !lll,ke of the ~ter social use .of one's spiritual energies (cf. conc!lming 
w:,Ji:at ~ been siud al;out " ~eer ••, PI>· 56 seqq.). Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com
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in Russia, for instance, where it possesses exclusive political 
power, the proletariat carries this principle so far, that even 
if for no other reason it continues to accumulate and to 
invest in order to expand itself as a social class, as against 
the peasantry. 

The petty entrepreneurs, who direct their own tiny 
individual economic units, the small shopkeeper and the 
artisan, whose enemies are technical invention and large
scale production, have a quite different attitude towards 
further industrialization and rationalization.1 To maintain 
their independence they must destroy the big concerns, 
the great factories, and the department stores. If they were 
to have things their own way, technical :rationalization would 
be brought to a standstill. Anyone who is at all capable of 
thinking in sociological terms knows that rationality cannot 
be suppressed in one sphere without causing a corresponding 
regression in the whole of man's cultural and spiritual life. 
Anyone who wants to return to the social and economic life 
of the pre.capitalist era must also remould our whole outlook 
along pre-capitalist lines. In order to save himself he must 
artificially arrest the whole process of social development 
which, impelled by technical rationality, is moving more and 
more rapidly towards further industrialization and large
scale organization. Just as the industrial proletariat strives 
to alter the form of the class system by turning everybody 
into a proletarian, so the " new middle class " attempts 
to. rescue itself by using all the political techniques at 
its command in order to reverse the process of industrial 
development, to restrict the extension of rationalized 
industry, and to prevent the development of the modern 
rational type of man with all his humane ideals. From 
what we have said hitherto, it is clear that a change in 
social order according to the wishes of these groups or 
classes will not talc~ place of itself, but must be brought 
about by force. Though one may be in favour only of the 
proletariat, only of industrialization, only of reason and 
enlightenment, such a social order has at the present . stage 
no more chance of developing spontaneously than has the 

1 Cf. Pesl, .L. D., "Mittelstandsfragen (Der gewerbliche und kauf, 
ml1nnische Mittelstand)," Grundriss der. SozialiikonOfflik, ix, l, ''.Die 
Gesellschaftliche Schichtung im Kapitalismus,,. Tiibingen, 1926, p,. 70 
and Brauer, Theodor, " Mittelstandspolltik," in vol. ix, 2: Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com
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pre-capitalistic person we described.. It seem~ to require the 
use of force or, at any rate, planned intervention. It must be 
systematically cultivated by various social and intellec~ual 
techniques of control. Thus here, too, the unorgamzed 
growth of democratic society culminates in dictatorship. 
And that brings with it in the cultural sphere all those 
dangers which come from replacin~ t}le . process of 
spontaneous development by enforced mstltuhons. 

IX 

THE PROBLEM OF INTELLECTUAL LIFE IN .MASS Socrnn 

So far we have criticized some of the distorted develop
ments in the functioning of liberal and democratic society
with no fear of being misunderstood as its opponent. We 
could do so because the great strength of the liberal system 
and of democracy consists in the fact that they can bear 
criticism, and as long as they are vigorous, they are elastic 
enough to find ways and means of bringing about reform. 
The source of our criticism consists neither in the snobbish 
condemnation of the masses which is so widespread 
nowadays, nor in cheap grumbling about the principles of 
liberalism and democracy. The ultimate drive is rather 
the wish to make an appeal to those to whom freedom 
and justice are still ultimate values, to think about the 
proper means to secure them under the changed technical 
and. social conditions of the present world ; and this in 
the first instance means keeping a watchful eye on the 
deteriorative tendencies in liberalism and democracy which 
are emerging in this era of mass societies and the growth of 
monopolies. Weare firmly convinced that modem society 
will sooner or later be able to form its various elements into 
stable and creative cultural patterns, like those more or less 
attained by the various societies in earlier stages of social 
development. The chief difficulty of modem society lies not 
so much in its vastness as in the fact that the liberal method 
of organization has not yet reached the stage where it can 
produce the organic articulation (Gliederung) which a vast and 
compl~. society needs.1 :Modern . psychology and sociology 

1 .Cf, ce:>11ee~g this the discussion on pp. 61 ff. Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com
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have shown-as we have already pointed out-that the same 
persons react differently when they form an uncoordinated 
mass.1 The contemptible behaviour about which we hear so 
much is actually due to an uncoordinated mass, and the flaws 
in the working of liberal society are probably the symptoms 
of transition. The process of selection and its corresponding 
institutions, which were appropriate to a society with only a 
limited choice of intellectuals are cracking under the impact 
of the mass influx with which they were not designed · to 
deal. 

But even if the flaws we .have mentioned in· the working 
of liberal society are merely the effects of transition, that 
does not mean that they cannot wreck civilization. We 
must, however, insist at this point that a dictatorship is 
by no means a form of social organization necessarily 
opposed to the excrescences and negative trends of liberalism, 
i.e. it is not the alternative to the liberal-democratic social 
order and hence is not in and for itself. a panacea for every
thing that has gone awry in that society. Dictatorship 
itself grows out of the negative working of the forces of 
mass democracy and is nothing more than a violent attempt 
to stabilize a stage in the development of liberal society, 
which was by nature transitory, to reinforce and to extend 
that stage with all its defects, in favour of the. one-sided 
interests of a certain group. 

1 Of the literature on c:i-owds and masses which began with .the wi,11 
known works of Sighele and Le Bon, a.nd which since then.has been raised 

· to a much broader level of discussion in various countries; I will cite only 
a few general works in which the reader can find .further bibliographical 
references. In the Ge:nna:n literature on the subject; cf. Vleugels; 0Die 
Masse," Kolnu VimeliaArshef.te fur S<1ziologle, ·1930, Erga.nmngsheft 
No. 3 ; Colm's article " Masse • in Handworterbw;h de, Soziologie (ed. by 
A. Vierkandt), Stuttgart, 1931 ; Freud, S., Group Psy,Jiology and tke .. 
Analysis of the Ego, New York and London, 1922 ;. Wie$e, L., System der 
Allgernei.nen Som/ogie, 2nd.ed., 1983, the chapter on " Masse ". In English 
above all c_f. the _articles on "Crowd." and "Mass" in· theEneycloP4!tlia . 
of the So"41 Scienus (Lon. don, 19$0-5); Walla.s, .G .. The Grea# S'ociety, 
f914; Christensen,. Poliji(;s and Crowd Morality (New York, 1916); 
Thomas, · Indu$iry, Emotion, at1tl Unrest (New York, 1920) ; . Taylor. · 

. J .. L., Social Life and the c,owtl (~ndon, l 028). Cf. also.. thti afoi:eme.ttti®. ed 
book by Ortega y Gaaet, The Revolt of the Masses {1983): . TheodOl'. 
GeiFS Die .Ma$SS und. ih,s A-Wion (Stuttgart, 19~} ; and R. Fu~ 
Miller's L,atltirs; Dreamer,, and !Ubels (New York, 1935) ; · Dni.bovich, W,, 
Fra_piU tls. la liberll BI. sMuc#<m . dBs . diotatw,s ; Essai. de psychologie · 
sociale;. Pn!facei de Pierre Janet, Paris (ed,.Mercnre de F~ce)~ 1~ •. Cf:. 
also the bibliography. c:m .p. 60 :a, of the present bc;)ok.; > · ·• · · · · · Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com
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X 

SOME PROBLEMS ARISING OUT OF REGULATION OF CULTURAL 

LIFE, PARTICULARLY IN A DICTATORSHIP 

We cannot describe in detail here the whole mechanism 
of a dictatorially governed society as it affect~ c_ul_ture. 
In order to do this we should have to trace the md1v1dual 
effects of dictatorship on culture at least as carefully as we 
have done in our analysis of the effects of a laisser-faire 
society. We must refrain from this analysis, since on the one 
hand the effects of dictatorship are quite obvious, while on 
the other there are at present too few carefully observed 
instances of creative planning in the cultural sphere. All 
comments along these lines must be based on a few quite 
simple facts. 

First : Dictatorship as such is not planning. It is possible 
that full dictatorial power is necessary for a certain measure 

. of planning:---and this certai1i measure should be made more 
explicit in· future research and in the laboratory of actual 
life.1 But to wish to cure a society in a state of crisis merely 

1 We must try to point out here at least the decisive causes which have 
given niodem dictatorships a totalitarian form. None of the older forms 
of dictatorship and cultural planning were marked by the totalitarian 
control which distinguish those existing to-day. It is known of the older 
forms of despotism that those people who were not · at the very centre of 
political or intellectual opposition to the reigning group 'were never so com
pletely dominated by .a centralized power as to-day. Thus, Czarist Russia 
was.never as " totalitarian " as. present day dictatorships are. Even t.he 
cultura.1 planning of the medieval . church~in spite of its grip on the 
conscience:-was not as powedul or rigorous as the supervision of cultural 
activity which prevails in. the dictatorships of to-dar. The cause seems 
to ·lie· in . two essential factors. First, the nature· o the modern means 
Qf communicatio~-the railroad, telephone; and radio-render centralized 
control more possible to-day than at any earlier period. Second, and more 
important, is the " fundamental democratization " of the masses, A11 
a•result of the far-reaching'mobilization of the members of modem society, 
.the resistance which dictatorships must overcome is so great that they 
must penetrate . into the smallest cell& and associations (even into the 
~ma.11 groups w~ich meet for discu~sfon in restaurants and coffee-houses) 
!n cirder. to attam and preserve the1r power, The intellectual class which 

· 1s. capable of criticism and 91>positiou is too varied in its origins to be 
brought fu)ly undei: control witho!Jt the use of some element .of compulsion. 
The. ecclesi:astical cultural planning of the middle ages did not have to 

.. ~· so ra.c}ical since the ~asses.were .s~ill culturally dependent and had been 
mJ1,de plla~t and o.bed1ent by tradition and ritual, wµile the intellectuals 

: ~e in. the .(lir«:t l!ervicei of. the· church, Absolutism, too, could depend 
~.f.~ latge. ~t upon the cultural an4 political passivity of the Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



SOME PROBLEMS 109 

by establishing a dictatorship over it is like the physician 
who believes he is curing a sick child by forbidding it to 
cry. 

A single example will make it clear that dictatorship is 
not the same as planning. A correct scheme for the planning 
of culture, which would plan everything in the sense of the 
totalitarian state, would also have to plan the place of 
criticism. It would have to provide forums where the 
results of fruitful self-criticism, namely the experiences of 
those who ate affected by planning could be brought together 
and publicly expressed. Arbitrary criticism and irresponsible 
public chatter may indeed have a destructive influence, but 
a complete suppression of criticism can have only negative 
results. Even the most convinced liberal must recognize the 
destructive effects of irresponsible criticism of the activities 
of the groups in power made with the sole purpose of 
gaining attention for the critics, who do not feel themselves 
bound· to offer a single positive suggestion for improving 
conditions. Here again we have a negatively developing 
liberalism-which in an age of the domination of the masses 
allows the liberties which it provides to be used against itself 
without hindrance and permits the social mechanism which 
it has itself created to be misused by its opponents. 

The further we advance in th~ history of liberal, democratic 
society, the more frequently do its opponents promulgate 
ambiguous '' carry~all " programmes, giving something to 
everyone, or refuse to utter even the slightest word about 
their own proposed solutions for the future. . Both these 
courses, which are a. remarkable illustration of the 
psychological laws of mass suggestion, make iLextremely 
general populace. In contrast with this, the widespread participation 
in political life in modern society explains why contemporary dictator
ships, in spite of all . the great physical power and. organization which 
they have concentrated in their hands, still have to. use a gigantic propa
ganda machine, aud why it is advisable for industrial .and military dictator
ships to give certain sections of the population a measure of control over 
the. rest. We have presented here only those. factors which cause the 
fondamental tensions in modern society. We have not, however, described 
the inner antagonisms and the concrete sequence .of events which wou.ld 
be the result of these. tensions. We can see at the same time, however. 
the general outline of a possible• so.lution. to the present . tension, namely 
a sort of authoritarian democracy making use of planning,. and creating 
a stable system from the present conflict of principles. Regarding the 
administrative obstacles. to centraiized control in the Age of Absoluds;m, 
cf. Heckscher, Eli, Mercanliiism, l'ransl. from the German edition by 
M. Shapiro, 2 vols. (London, l9;jS). 
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difficult to deal with the social crisis in that they throw us 
abruptly back from a rational solution to faith healing. 

These "carry-all" programmes of opposition depend for 
their support upon the mental passivity of the average 
person and on the limited outlook of the intellectual specialist 
who lacks judgment in social affairs. In the advanced stages 
of a demagogic movement it is regarded as a higher sort of 
wisdom to say nothing specific, to despise the use of reason 
in attempting to mould the future, and to require no more 
than blind faith. One enjoys then the double advantage of 
having to use reason only in criticizing one's opponents 
and at the same time, of being able to mobilize without 
restraint and to one's own profit all the negative emotions 
of hatred and resentment which-according to Simmel's 
principle of the " negative character of collective 
behaviour " 1-can unify a large number of people more 
easily than any positive programme. By not asserting 
anything positive about one's goals, the danger of erecting 
schisms in one's own following is avoided. While the older 
forms of social opposition at least constructed so0 called 
utopias, which were really uncritical in the sense that they 
confused day dreams with practical possibilities, at a later 
stage not even the intellectual effort of creating a day 
dream is required ; one need only work up feelings of 
frustration and dissatisfaction in the citizen's mind and need 
not c:onsider intellectual consistency in one's programme at all. 

As regards the impossibility of the older form of criticism, 
· i:e. the liberal, uncontrolled type which is not integrated 
according to plan into the social order, even the most radical 
democrat wiH admit to-day that in a world in which the 
work of . government requires increasingly specialized 
technical knowledge and in which the most important 
matters are settled by commissions and not by the delibera
tions of general parliamentary assemblies, adequate control 
cann?~ depend on. general approval and thorough-going 
publicity. Exactly the same holds for the. various spheres 
of cultural life, which in the main require such. a refined 
special knowledgeJhat irresponsible chatter has neither con
tro~ing no_r guidin~ value. _It is very probable that a planned 
society will provide certain forms of closed social groups 

1 ... Cf. Simmel, G.," Exkurs iiber die Negativi~t kollektiver Verhaltungs
weisen '' in his Soziologie (Leipzig, 1908), pp. 4?3-8. 
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similar to our clubs, advisory councils or even sects, in which 
absolutely free discussion may take place without being 
exposed to premature and unsatisfactory criticism by the 
broader public. The discussion in these groups wouldbequite 
free because no one would need to fear a premature broad
casting of views expressed. On the other hand, it must 
be constitutionally provided that any advice or suggestion& 
coming from these exclusive closed groups would really 
reach and have an appropriate influence on the government 
of the day. On the other hand, admission to these "secret 
societies" or "orders" would have to be on a democratic 
basis and they would have to remain in close and living 

· contact with the masses and their situations and needs. 
Liberal democratic society which first worked out the 
principle of public opinion, immediately lost sight of the 
real meaning of secrecy in society. It gradually disturbed 
a device which in previous societies was of ten very cleverly 
worked out-the system of gradual initiation into different 
stages of secrecy through, for example, age or rise in .. th,e 
social scale. We need not deny that public opinion in the 
early stages of its development did much good in that it 
made corruption much more difficult. But the more. we 
develop into a mass society, .the more the principle of 
inarticulated publicity (that is to say the COI1$lomeration 
of the many in masses without orgapic sub-divisions) 
becomes incongruous, in so far as it tends to disturb the 
ultimate prerequisites of social creativeness and its trans
formation into concrete action. One of these·• elementary 
prerequisites is that the masses should. not be. able to 
criticize a social idea before it has been elaborated into 
workable form. The cietrimental consequences of. publicity 
in an increasing number of spheres can be best observed in . 
the fatal fact that since the World War, external politics · · 
in a certain sense have become increasingly public, and in 
these spheres waves of mass sentiment have had to be 
reckoned with where previously. internal ·. discussions . in 

. diplomatic c::irc.les would have sufficed. 'This . is naturally 
no justification at all for the earlier secrecy and h1trigue of. 
international diplomacy'. We must see, howl:lver,. tllat we 

. only fall from the frying pan of secret diplomacy into t~e 
·. fire of a foreign pol~cy increasin$'1Y .a.t the me~cy ·of ptiljlic. 

whim and fancy. We can .. at least learn. t.he elementacy 
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principles of a reasonable solution from the distortions of 
these two extremes. In a well articulated society public 
opinion is not an incalculable, occasional integration of 
moods, but · the principle of public control creates · for itself 
organs of criticism. These organs are so incorporated into 
the society that they can, if necessary, count on complete 
secrecy. At the same time, however, they possess 
complementary institutions and regulations through which 
misuse of this secrecy-nepotism, graft, etc.--can be 
checked through the exercise of moral sanctions. Naturally 
the. exact details of this planning for criticism cannot be 
worked out here. Social institutions, like medicines, can 
be . compounded of different ingredients in different 
proportions, and the future will furnish us with the concrete 
details, provided that we are willing to observe · society in 
the same analytical way as that in which we are accustomed 
to observing natural phenomena. 

In the· existing dictatorships we have an important 
laboratory for the study of this phenomenon. As long as 
they continue to exist the persons in the central positions 
of control must, in view of the vastness of contemporary 
society have at their disposal certain channels of information 

. and criticism. Under a dictatorship, too, there must be 
ways in which the reactions of those governed can be 
observed.1 Whether a secret system of espionage. or the 

1 . Authoritarian dictatorships certainly have far less elasticity than 
dell\ocra.tic forms of government where a necessary: chango of politics 
can alwa.ysbeachieved by a change in the cabinet broughtabou.t by a.rousing 
public opinion. This was seen· during .the Abyssinian war at the time of 
the Hoare-La.val agreement and the abdication of Sir Samuel Hoare. (Since 
then the power of public opinion is definitely. decreasing in England.) In 
fascist countries " public opinion " does not so much express the opmion 
of the public as imprel!S. on it the opinion of the ruling strata ; whether 
they, .take the form .of some cultural bureaucracy like the chamber of 
music, .writing, etc., or of the party officialdoi:Q or of the labour front 
administrative body. Yet ullless the .leaders want to lose touch with the 
~ there mu111t be some aort of organization provid~ for a stream of 
.illsida information ~i: the benefit of the ruling classes m which all the 
~w .. the shortcomings, the occasional inadequacies of comma:a.d are 
circula.ted.. And, in fact, such· means of .. communication dc:i exist. The • 
Getman .propa~da ministry with its " Ga.upropagandastellen "--some 
.t:'Wjlnty bureaux al!, over the ~ountry-have the means of quick contaet 
~use they are lmked up With one another through telewriters. The 
~ b~u in .Berlin can communicate at .the same time with all the· 

. ~- braru.lies al!d .~· receive 1:llessages :tp,m all .of them. So, actually 
~ does JM?~ exist. and one ca.n orpn.u:e some sort of conference by 
~~; · ~p. these. i:ha.nnels the local party organiiation. 
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uncontrolled power of local authorities is in the long run 
the best solution has not yet been decided. As long as a 
dictatorship does not substitute new forms of canalizing 
opinion for the older ones-among which are parliament, 
press, etc.-the final result can only be disintegration. 
Thus here, too, dictatorship without planning causes 
regressions, since it has set up a number of unco-ordinated 
small despotisms in those subordinate positions which were 
formerly organized within a Merarchy of competence. 

If in the course of time planned criticism is not integrated 
into the structure of the dictatorship, it must for this very 
reason fail. Either dissatisfaction breaks out in such a form 
that it can no longer be reassimilated into the · social 
organism, namely in insurrections and counter-revolutions, 
or the dominant groups lose contact with the vital tissue 
of social life and become so bureaucratic that the insight 
born of day-to-day activity becomes impossible. An 
unrealistic sort of regimentation disrupts and in the end 
by means of " planning " prevents the orderly functioning 
of economic and cultural life. 

After all this discussion the question may well be raised 
whether everything is not hopeless in this stage of· mass 
society and whether we are not . moving towards an 
inescapable social and cultural decline. This is by no 
means our own view. Our opinion is that liberal mass 
society has reached a point in its . development where 
continued drifting leads to disaster. We shall not be able 
to get along without planning even in the cultural sphere 

can hand on news which does not appear in the press, can criticize. un
workable measures and so on .. A similar means of control behind the screen 
of .the regulated press-'-though in a different sphere'-is shown in the 
publication of official book reviews, drawn up by a staff of several hundred 
ri;viewers under the direction of the Reichsschrifttumskammer. The newly 
published books are reviewed and the reviews appear in a periodical 
which is not on sale but is distributed to all newspapers and publications 
which review oooks. If a book is sharply criticized in this. offici;l.l. organ 
no writer for a daily newspaper dare disagree . and what is more, no 
journalist dare let such a book review go to press. Even if he succeeds 
m being quicker than the official organ he has every reason to fear that 
later on he will have to face an inquiry as to why he allowed such a criticism 
to appear .. The " lack of instinct " is a reproach h~ I.earns to dread .. So 
beside. the privacy of political dinneraparties .in pnva,te houses, casmo~, 
hunting parties, select conferences, behin~ the. ?rganized _fai;:ade of_" pu~hc 
opinion° in the press stands the quasi-public of offic.1aldom ~'hscussmg 
and influencing current affairs by using all the m?dern techn~ques and 
equipment. 
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and we must finally recognize that a system of education 
which was suited for the individualized type of elite which 
prevails in a minority d~moc~acy canno~ be s1:1cces~fuliy 
carried over to mass education without certain mod1ficahons.1 

We should, in c1 word, not wait until bad management 
brings to power these groups which understand by planning 
a one-sided reign of force, functioning in their own interest. 
Planning does not mean rule by arbitrary forces over the 
living body of society, nor the dictatorial attempt to supplant 
creative activity. Planning means a conscious attack on 
the sources of maladjustment in the social order on the 
basis of a thorough knowledge of the whole mechanism of 
society and the way in which it works. It is not the treatment 
of symptoms but an attack on the strategic points, fully 
realizing the results. 

At this point we should not forget that in the cultural 
sphere (properly also in the economic) there has never been an 
absolute liberalism, that alongside of the undirected working 
of the social forces there has always existed, for instance, 
regulation in education. The liberal state, too, regulated 
whole institutions in which it decided not only the kind of 
knowledge to be supplied to the various classes but actually 
cultivated these model patterns ot conduct which were 
needed for the continued existence of this society and helped 
the elites to acquire them. It is not, therefore, contrary to 
the nature of free democratic society if we maintain that 
the most satisfactory arrangement would be to fit a sphere 
of free creative initiative into a planned institutional frame
work. In the future this sphere of free creative activity 
must always be guided so as to guard against the possibility 
of distortion and breakdown. However, if in the future events 
are to be controlled we must have a knowledge of the laws 
of the social processes of cultural production and disintegra
tion. And further, it must constan~ly be kept in mind that 
the transition from a minority democracy to an organized 
mass democracy does not take place spontaneously but must 
itself be planned. 

1 Concerning the pedagogic.al problem; et Part IV. Thought at the Level 
cf Planning, pp. 219 ff; 225 ff : and 359. 
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CORRELATION BETWEEN THE DISORGANIZATION OF SOCIETY 

AND THE DISORGANIZATION OF PERSONALITY 

In the first part we observed the factors which create 
crowd behaviour and irrationality in our society. ln 
the second we watched the less eruptive, more slowly 
working social mechanisms which have a detrimental effect 
upon culture. The enumeration of these negative effects 
upon social life would not be complete were we not to 
study the causes of disorganization in their most disastrous 
forms as they make for crisis, dictatorship, and war. This 
rhythm of events is in everybody's mind ; but in spite of 
it the interconnection and necessity of this sequence have 
not yet been sufficiently thought out. The tangle of 
economic, social, and psychological factors which brings 
about the general drift into war in our age has not yet 
been clearly enough analysed. 

Recent experiences have shown us the starting point for 
our investigations by teaching us that there must definitely 
be a deeper correlation between the disorganization of 
society and the disorganization of individual behaviour, 
and even of certain levels of the human mind, and vice 
versa that the more strongly a society is organized,. the 
more strongly forms of behaviour and the corresponding 
attitudes of the mind seem to be integrated. One has only 
to look at pictures like those of Bosch and Grunewald in 
order to see that the disorganization of the Medieval order 
expressad itself in a general fear and anxiety, the symbolic 
expression of which was the attention given to the under
world with its demons, .and the widespread fear of the devil. 
In the Medieval order the luciferic element was present but 
had its place in the plan· of the universe. When the social 
order goes. wrong. psychosis spreads, the diabolic forces ·. are 
no longer integrated into the Cosmos. In an adequately 
functioning society the neurotic is only . the borderline case. 
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In a state of general disorganization it is he who sets 
the pattern. But this correlation between social disorganiza
tion and mental disorganization seems to be much stricter 
than this general statement would lead one to believe. 
A careful observer, even on the basis of a preliminary contact 
with the relevant phenomena, would see that the predominant 
associations, for instance, of a man brought up in a well
integrated traditional society are more conventionalized 
than those of the average man in a society in the making, 
or in course of transformation. What we frequently call 
imagination is perhaps essentially characterized by un
expected mental associations and connections which do 
not form part of the usual chain of ideas. Also the 
increased awareness of the new and the sensational which 
is widespread in America seems to correspond to a society 
in the making where it was very difficult to stabilize social 
groups, develop folkways, and thus to determine the flow 
of mental associations. The lesser premium put on 
imagination in England, both in science and in life, in spite 
of its poets and social outsiders, perhaps also falls under 
that heading. As imagination and free association are 
mainly dissociated elements springing from the unconscious, 
their overflow or repression in the individual somewhere 
corresponds to the general pressure existing in society. 
The individual organism, according to its hereditary equip
ment and to its early life history, may put up with these 
pressures in different ways, but in the long run and in 
dealing with great numbers of people general causes will 
serve to create a single dominant pattern. But there are 
other indications, too. The study of disorganized behaviour 
as it prevails among delinquents, hobos, and primitives 
displaced from their community and brought into con
tact with industrial and urban civilization, shows that it is 
the disorganized part of a social structure in which dis
organized behaviour and personality most frequently occurs.1 

1 Sarne bibliographical items : Park, E. R., " The Mentality of Racial 
Hybrids," Amer. Joiir11;al ~f Social., vol. 36, pp. 334-551, Jan .. 1931 ; 
Thom:15, W. I., Znanieck1, F:, Th_e Polish Peasant in Ei{rope and 
America, .New York, 1927; . Schrieke, B. J. 0. Alien Americans 
A Study of_ Race Re~aiions. A Report on a Study of Negro Life and 
Education m the Umted States of America, undertaken for the Julius 
Rosenwald l<und, New York, 1936; Stonequist, Everett, The Marginal 
Man, New York, 1937.; Park, R. E., "Migration and the Marginal 
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Another instance pointing in the same direction is that 
the individual by means of self-observation rnay realize 
that his psychological adjustment relaxes continuously 
according to the repressive power of the different social 
groups in which he lives. Thus the most conventional and 
most orderly people when they travel in foreign countries 
very easily drop out of their fixed mental associations and 
habits. All these are merely different forms of social and 
mental disintegration which naturally ought to be studied 
more carefully, but which reveal the meaning of general 
social tendencies only if they are watched from the point· 
of view of a comprehensive theory. The corresponding 
phenomenon on a larger scale is presented to us if we watch 
the suddenly changing behaviour of people living in the 
socially disintegrated parts of the European continent, 
History is producing. a sad experiment before our eyes, and 
shows what happens to the individual when the basic 
integrating factors are put out of action. This is the best 
place to study the continuous interrelatedness of sociological 
and psychological mechanisms. These transformations in 
the characters of individuals should be investigated in 
concrete field work by trained observers in connection with 
the transformation of social mechanisms. But such studies 
would not furnish us with the necessary answers unless two 
pre-conditions were fulfilled : first, we must have a wider 
hypothesis concerning the major trends of development in 
order to be able to allocate carefully the more • detailed 

Man," A.nurican Journal of Sociology, vol. 36, p •. 5l34; Anderson; .N •• 
The Hobo, the Sociology of the Homeless Man; Chicago; 1923; Vl7ilmanns, 
K., Zur Psyr;hopathologie · des Landstreichers, Leipzig, 1906; Elliott, 
M. A., and Merrill •. F: E., Social Di,organiza#on, New York, London, 
1934; O'Malley, Mary, "Psychoses ill the Colored Race," Anurican 
JO'IW'n4l of ln$anity, vol. 71, 1914; Dollard, J., Caste and Class in aSoutlsm, 
Town, published fO"t the Institute of Human Relations by Yale Ullive~ty 
Press, New Haven, 1937 ; Alexander, F., '.' P$J1Dho-anal:ysis and Social 
Disorganization," American Journal of Sor;iology, vol. 42, no. 6, 1937, 
pp. 781:...su; Adler, Alfr., "Psychiatric As~ts Regarding Individual 
and Social Disorganization," Am~ican fo"!';"al of Socjology, May, 19~7, 
110; 6, vol. 42, pp. 87e,..887 ; Schilder, P., The .Relation between Socild 
and Personal Disorg.aaniza..tion," Amer. ican Journ'1J of Sociology, vol.. .42, 
110. 6, May, 1937; Blumer, H., "Social Disorganization and Individual 
Disorganization," Am4ric;r.m. Journal of ~ociology, May; 193!, vol. f2, 
n,o. 6, pp: 871-8; Mayo, Elton, •• Psychiatry and Soc10Iogy Ul Rekr.tion .. 
to .Social Disorganization," American Journal oj Sociolq,1y; vol. 42, no .. 6, . 
Ma.y, 1937 ; cf, .ill tl,.e .sawe . issue ". Further . selected Referenc:es OD · 
Social Psychiatry"; . . 
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observations in the different parts of the social field, and 
secondly some widespread misrepresentations concerning 
human psychology and its relatedness to the social texture 
must be set right. As to the main trends in the events of 
the last decades, the facts are sufficiently well known to be 
able to reconstruct their inner sequence. It is possible 
to describe the great phases in the fundamental, social, and 
psychological transformation through which the Fascist 
states are passing. As to the latter, namely the false psycho-
logical presumptions with which we used to work, recent 
developments in psychology and sociology have done their 
best to revise some of our obsolete hypotheses so that we 
may be able to characterize these changes. The trouble is 
that in thinking about these· great issues, we have never 
brought these two different pieces of knowledge together. 
This is the reason why in the present chapter I shall take 
at random some of the fundamental questions which 
invariably occur in discussions on these issues. Let us start 
with the more general question which is often put first in 
this context: "What is the contribution psychology can 
make to the solution of the problem of war or peaceful 
change ? Is there anything in human nature which necessarily 
makes for war ? If not, what is the process whereby a highly 
industrialized society becomes a martial state with a wholly 
different psychology ? 

In this connection there is another question which 
presents itself : " Under what circumstances do people 
who were formerly striving for economic gains, for the 
raising of their standard of life, invert their scale of values 

· ina relatively short time, and now seem to rank the honour, 
prestige, and glory of their country far higher than before ? 
In short, why do people sometimes prefer guns and sometimes 
butter? And, finally, if such fundamental psychological 
changes do occur are they the ultimate causes· of war or are 
they rather the effect of institutional maladjustments in 
.society ? " l 

, . ·1 There exists a considerable amount. of literature, very miscellaneous 
m nature, both on the psychological and sociological aspects of war and 
peace. A preli)llinary_survey can be obtained tbrough·L. L. Bernard and 
I.. B.. Bemard,. So~iology a?Zd . the Study . of International Relations, 
W'.15hington Um.vers1ty _Stud1eii, New Series, Social .and Philosophical 
Sciences, no, 4, Si;, Louis, 1934. (In this I mostly refer to studies which 
have not been mentioned in the .above survey,) 
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II 

SOME OF THE AxIOMATIC BELIEFS CONCERNING HUMAN' 
NATURE 

Let me start with the ideas of the man in the street, 
which very often are also the ideas of the specialist in other 
fields untrained in sociology or psychology. If he is asked 
to what war is due his answer will be that human nature, 
with its instinctive inheritance and unchanging aggressive
ness, is responsible for it. 

There are few ideologies more dangerous in their 
consequences than this one, because it creates an 
acquiescence in the aggressiveness which leads to war. But 
if there is one view which has been revised during recent 
discussions in psychology it is this, namely the view that 
there are, in fact, any such definitely shaped instincts as 
aggressiveness or acquisitiveness. Rather, we can only say 
that there are instinctive tendencies, originally vague, which 
adapt . themselves to varying circumstances, arid ca.n. be. 
shaped by society. 

Discussions between instinctivists, endocrinologists, 
psycho-analysts and behaviourists (not to mention other 
schools) have led to the conclusion that, although inherited 
chromosomes, certain established nerve connections, and 
the gland system set limits to the changeability of the 
individual, there is nevertheless a great plasticity in man. 
Although both believe in the changeability · of man, the 
behaviourists go further than the psycho-analysts. To the 
behaviourist, children start with only vague instinctive 
tendencies and as the child grows up these vague tendencies 
are gradually conditioned by behaviour-forming situations~ 
In the course of time these moulded tendencies become 
habits which have the appearance of being as spontaneous 
as innate reflexes. . Thus it is the situations peculiar to 
different · societies which mould .the actual form of. these 
tendencies~ The behaviourists therefore · believe that• if we 
could reorganize.society so .as to present man.with differep.t 
.situations we could recreate his fundamental behaviour and .. 
attitudes. · . · ·. .. .•· · ·· · . > .· . 

. The . psycho.;analysts are, as I · said, altogether .less 

F 
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optimistic as to the range of plasticity of certain fundamental 
drives. According to their theory such impulses as sex and 
aggressiveness are the ultimate and unchangeable sources 
of human action. Plasticity for them can only be observed 
as far as there is a certain transroutability of these 
fundamental drives. Whereas most of them are perhaps 
too inclined to stress the fixation which occurs during early 
childhood, there are others, with whom I agree, who are 
willing to devote at least as much attention to the capacity 
of institutions for influencing the psychic life of adults. 
These institutions determine not only the impulses which 
it is necessary to repress, but also the kinds of channels 
which will be at the disposal of the repressed drives. 

Let us take for example the so-called aggressive 
propensity.1 Even if one agrees that it is a primary drive, 
breaking through under all circumstances, there is so much 
scope in it for metamorphosis that there is no need to build 
up a social order on the basis of aggression and combat. 

Bovet, in his book 2 The Fighting Instinct, formulates 
some of the different ways in which one and the same 
instinct may be expressed. There are : canalization, 
complication, deflection, substitution, platonization, sublima
tion, etc. Deflection of the so-called fighting instinct occurs, 
e.g. when, as in the Greek legend, the angry Ajax massacres 
sheep instead of men, or when the lust for fighting is 
converted into competitive impulses. Examples of such 
sublimation are to be seen in such organizations as the 
militant order of the Jesuits, the Salvation Army, and the 
Boy Scouts, which subordinate this instinct to socially 
useful goals. Thus they sublimate it without renouncing 

1 On aggressiveness and anxiety cf. amongst others : Freud, S., 
Hemmung, Symptom und Angst, Vienna, 1926; Jones, E., " Fear, Guilt 
and_ Hate," Intern . .Journ. of Psr_cko-Analysis, vol. x, 1929; Isaacs, s.: 
Social Development in Young ,Children, A ~tudy of Beginnings, London, 
1935; Gl_over, E., War, Sadmn, an~, Pacifism, Three Essays, London, 
1933; Ginsberg, M .• and Glover, E., A Symp0$ium on the Psychology 
of _P~ce and War," f!ritish J.ouffl;al of Medical Psychology, vol. xiv, 1934 ; 
~ill~, F. E., Soviet Russsa_Fights Neuro~s. London, 1934, chapter vi, 

Hate. Cf. also on the Physiology of Emotions: Cannon, W. B., Bodily 
Effects of Hunger, Fear, ~age, 1915; Crile,. G. W., The Origin and Nature 
of Emotions, 1915, ~ his ,!\Ian, an Adaptr.ve Mechanism, 1916; Kempt, 
E. J., The Autonomic Functwns and the Personality; Nervous and Mental 
Disease Monograph ~t:S, No. ~8. New ~ork and Washington, 1921. 

• &vet, P., The Fights .. ,, Instinct. Tr. mto Enulish by G~e1·g L· Y I 
London, 1923, 82 ff. ..., · "' • • · • ·• 
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thereby the satisfactions to be found in strife and the 
sociological stimuli prevailing in the methods of military 
systems. 1 

Indeed there is nothing in the so-called :fighting instinct 
which makes inevitably for war; Its existence only explains 
why, when the social structure presents us with certain 
situations, our psychic equipment enables us to fight. or in 
some circumstances even forces us to indulge in aggression. 
Once the very structure of a social order is so built as to 
avoid war it can, by the control of education, prevent the 
forming of warlike attitudes, or if these are already 
established, it can break them up into their constituent 
elements and reintegrate them or give them new functions. 

One must bear in mind that anger, hatred and sadistic 
urges as they manifest themselves in the life of the 
individual, are by no means identical with warlike attitudes. 
This is a fact which the individual psychologist is apt 
to overlook. There is a big gap between simple and 
spontaneous hatred and what has been called trained 
h~tred, 2 and there is a big gap between occasional outbursts 
of anger and the formation of a bellicose character. I would 
venture to say tha.t. it costs a social organization at least as 
much energy deliberately to build up warlike attitudes as 
peaceful ones. Moreover, peaceful attitudes being rnore in 
accordance with the ways of an industrialized society, it 
is more unnatural for us to behave like soldiers than like 
citizens. 

It is obvious that here we reach the point where individlial 
psychology calls for the help of sociology. Since the. innate 
psychological equipment of men leaves equally open the 
possibility of their becoming either. warlike or peaceful, it 
depends on the nature of social institutions and of social 
regimes, whether man in the mass has a character of one 
kind. or the other. 

1 Bovet, op. cit., pp. Ill ff. Cf. also Joly,aS.,Ignac,a,.Loyok,., Paris, 
1899 ; Bovet, P., u Geni11 de Paden-Powell, Neuchatel, 1921.; Baden
Powell, General, S&DUling Jo,, Boys, London, 1908 ; Gi,l Guiding, Ulndon, 
1921 ; Classeli, P. A., Du Salu#smw, Jena, 1913; Begbie, Harold, Th, 
Life of William Booth, the Fo.u114eJ' of the Salvation Amiy; 2 vols., Londou, 
1920 ; • Booth-Tucker, F. de L., The Life o/Catluwine Booth, 2 vols.1 Lonilon, 
1~2. . .. · . . · . 

I Royce, J ., Race Questions, Pf'lnnneial4m and otlur A~ P,oblems, 
New Y<>rli., 1908 p. 48. · .·• . . . ,, ' Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com
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A sociology of war and peace aiming at completeness 
should therefore answer the following two questions : 
(a) Have there been any societies in history which, on the 
whole, have made for peaceful attitudes? (b) For what 
reasons and by what mechanism do peaceful modern societies 
turn into bellicose ones ? 

The first question I shall not discuss in detail. It is 
sufficient to state that nations once bellicose have lived for 
hundreds of years without war, and this in itself is answer 
enough to those who assert that war is the necessary 
consequence of the instinctive equipment of man. First of 
all we find among the so-called primitive tribes some who 
do without war, or at least show only mildly bellicose 
attitudes.1 These attitudes, however, are less a moral 
achievement than the outcome of narrow conditions of 
life. Mostly, as with the Eskimos, it is the hardness 
of the immediate struggle with nature and the absence 
of crowding that account for their freedom from aggressive
ness. Generally it is the food-gatherers and the agri
culturists who are known to be peaceful. Furthermore, 
trade and commerce very often make for peace ; . it is 
dangerous to generalize, however, for under certain conditions 
the same factors might foster war. 

Of the fact that, in our modern civilization, peoples can 
live for many hundreds of years without war, the Dutch 
are an example. Although the bellicose peoples by far out~ 
number the peaceful ones, the mere existence of the latter, 
as I mentioned, is a sufficient indication that human nature 
can very well do without war. The main problem, therefore, 
is to identify those. mechanisms, those social processes, 
which tend to tum peaceful attitudes into pugnacity. 

Once peaceful attitudes have been established in a given 
society the spontaneous growth of warlike attitudes en 
masse . will represent a case of collective regression. Our. 
next . problem, therefore, is : What brings about such a 
social regression, such a dissolution of all those smoothly 

~ J?avie, M. R., Tile Evolution of'!'Var, A Study of its Role in Early 
Societies, New~ven, 1929, cf. chap. 1v, " Where War Exists and Where 
it does not,,. chap. xv, u The Stress towa.r<l Peace," Appendix C; .Hobc 
house,L. T., Wheeler, G: C., Ginsberg, M., The Material Culture and Social 
Institutions of the _S~»:Ple! Peoples, London, 1930, pp. 228 ff; Perry, W. J ., 
Tile ~rowth of C1vilizal1on,. chap. x, •• The Origin and Development of 
War , :t.ondon, 193.7. · 
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working tendencies which are needed by a society based 
upon work as opposed to conflict ? 

I think that one of the main causes of a sudden disintegra
tion of socially established attitudes is any kind of collective 
insecurity such as leads to a partial or total dissolution of 
society. The present crisis especially has been making us 
realize that collective insecurity has been throughout history 
the great factor in the rapid dissolution of old attitudes 
and the creation of new ones. 

III 

DIFFER.ENT FORMS OF INSECURITY AND THEIR IMPACT 

UPON BEHAVIOUR.. DISINTEGRATION IN ANIMAL AND 

HUMAN SOCIETIES 

But it is not enough to make the general statement that 
collective insecurity may suddenly change human nature : 
one must define the historically specific forms of insecurity, 
and. the ways in which they react upon the psychology of 
the individual. 

The insecurity of nomadic peoples forced by drought, or 
animal epidemics, to migrate or to plunder their neighbours, 
differs in many ways from the insecurity from which 
nations suffer in the modern world. But even in modem 
societies we have to distinguish between several different 
causes to which a general feeling of insecurity may be due. 
In the first stage of capitalism, the maladjustment between 
absolutism and a growing industrialism led to dissatisfaction 
and to acute tension between· the rising bourgeoisie, on the 
one hand, and the landed aristocracy and the anny on the 
other, It was this tension which sought an outlet in war. 
In the monopolistic stage of capitalism, the underlying 
tension between capital and labour grows acute when 
structural unemployment of large masses transforms their 
latent hostility into despair. This leads to disturbances 
and even to that state of partial social dissolution in which 
war appears to be the simplest means of diverting attention 
from internal difficulties. Thus we must begin by clearly 
understanding the meaning of this partial dissolution of 
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society and its reaction upon the attitudes and mentality 
of its members. 

Although I am constantly stressing hiS'torical dis
tinctions in the phenomena in question, I would not wish, 
at the very beginning of my analysis, to neglect the 
general biological foundations of human society as they are 
represented in animal communities. 

No doubt much harm has been done by indiscriminately 
transferring analogies from animal life to the interpretation 
of human sodety.1 Yet I am convinced that, if one is 
careful to make a clear distinction between the still-persisting 
framework of common features and those differences which 
are due to the special nature of man, it may be possible to 
throw new light on events which have hitherto been 
inadequately described. In this connection it may be helpful 
to observe for a moment how social animals react to a 
disturbance of their social organization. 

Among the bees sudden changes of behaviour can be 
observed when the · queen . suddenly dies and the social 
order of the hive is disturbed. These changes in behaviour 
are so radical that they have been legitimately called 
regression, or even atavism. Such a regression can 
be observed most clearly among the workers, which are 
females whose sexual energies have been turned into working 
energies. Once the social fabric is disturbed these working 
bees fall back into an earlier biological stage of their 
instinctive behaviour; all of a sudden they begin behaving 
like females and lay parthenogenetic eggs (i.e. eggs that 
have not been fertilized). They revive that former stage in 
their. phylogenetic development in which their ancestors, 
although living in hives, were not yet compelled by a caste
like division pf labour to turn their sexual energies into 

1 The suspicion against biological analogies rightly arises when one 
wmpa.res society as such with a.n organism. · Such an analogy is usually 
misleading, .bees.use although there are similarities between the organism 
a.n,d society the dilierences a.re so great that the analogy a.s a whole becomes 
futile.· l<'or example, in· human society one man can abandon his place 
and. fulfil the functions of another man,. whereas the cells which fulfil 
the functioDS of the .heart cannot fulfil those of the lung. But it is not 
this kind of . search for l!Xtemal similarities which stands behln.d the 
statements mentioned in the text. What is aimtd at there is to elicit 
the still relevant. biological foundations o:f human nature, . and also the 
biological framework . oi human . societies against which the differences 
char~c of human nature and society can then more easily be 

.·.mwh.ed. 
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working activities. Moreover, many of these workers regress 
still further, to a stage when bees did not yet live in hives 
and, instead of collecting honey and caring for the larvre, 
they become individual plunderers and robbers.1 

Thus it would seem that already among the social animals 
there is a strict correlation between instincts and the social 
organization, Once this social organization is· disturbed 
and partly or wholly disappears, the socially achieved 
reactions disappear along with it and there is, or may be, 
an atavistic reaction to the instinct patterns of an earlier 
stage.2 To the individual bee, ignorant of the total social 
process, this patastrophe probably appears as one in which 
his instinctive drives are suddenly deprived of their normal 
objects and substitute activities, like the laying of eggs, 
consequently occur. 

The analogy between the . societies of bees and of men 
holds good in so far as in human society also a dissolution 
or partial dissolution of the social order brings about a 
regression to an earlier stage of behaviour ; but this 
regression is not a biological but a social one. Man, unlike 
the bees, does not revert at once to earlier biological stages 

1 The above case is mentioned by Brun, R,, B. iologis&he Parallelen 
zu Fm,ds Trieblehre, E:xperimentelle Beitrllge zur Dynamik und 
Okonomie des Triebkonfilll;tes, Inte1J1ationa.ler Psychqanalytischer Verlag, 
Leipzig, Vienna, Zurich, 1926, p. 24. Brun's main concern is to collect 
instances in animal life which could be considerl,ld. as forms . pre
llmina.ry to the main psychic mechanisms, as e.g. repression, regression, 
subatitution, transference, as described. by ~'reud. The premises of the 
theory a.re to be found· in Freud, and Hatting berg, H. von ; Obettragung 
und Objektwah!, ihre Bedeutung fur die Trieblehre, In,ernationah Zeit
sclr:rift f/Jr Psychoanalyse, vol.. vii, 1921, pp. 401"-'.421. A. brief report in 
English on the latter is to be found in the International Journal of Psycho
analysis, vol. i, 1920, p. 346 f. 

' Although the case described by Brun leaves open the question whether 
the regression of the working bees is dµe to individual causes or is strictly 
.correlated with .the dissolution of the social order in the !:live, experiments 
carried oµt by von Buttel-Reepen, H., seem to favour my hypothesis, 
namely that . the changes in the social order are ma.inly responsible for 
these regressions. Von Buttel-Reepen removes the queen from the hive, 
!!Ind as soon as the bees become aware of this they manifest great excite
ment and peculiar sounds of despair may be heard, p, 19, cf. von Buttel
Ree~. H., Sind. die Bienen Refte#maschinen ? Leipzig, • 1920. For further 
references to .the peculiar behaviour of bees in abnormal siJ;ua.tions .et 
Rath, O •. v.. " 'Ober abnorme Zustltnde im Bienenstock,"· Beruhte Iler 
NatUl'forschenden GesbllS&haft zu Freiburg i. Br., vol. xviii, Freiburg i. 
Br. und Leipsic, 1894 ; Biem,m#ung, vol. .xiii, n .. 20; pp. 229 ff., article 
by Dr. rn)nhofl ; Cowan, Th., British Bee-Keep"' s Guide Book, 25thedition, 
London, 1924, chap. xxili, ".Loss of Queens." 
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in the history of his instincts. Owing to the plasticity of 
his nature, he reverts from one historical-social elaboration 
of his attitudes to an earlier one, still based on the same 
instinct.. A peaceful society, becoming insecure as a result 
of a partial dissolution, breaks up the peaceful attitudes so 
painfully established and ~:nd: ~o replace them _by t~e 
social remnants of such m1htanstic patterns as still exist 
within it. 

Even in the details of the transformation of attitudes 
connected with this dissolution of society, there is an analogy 
with animal life. In the case of the bee, for example, anxiety 
and regression begin with a dissolution of the social order 
which deprives the instinct of the objects towards which 
it has normally been directed. When the normal co-ordina
tion of tasks characteristic of life in the hive is disturbed, 
the working drives of the bees are left with no means of 
gratification.1 

Is not such a partial dissolution of the social order the 
outstanding feature of that social insecurity of which 
unemployment has become a general symptom ? For man, 
however, the catastrophe lies not merely in the disappearance 
of external opportunities for work but also in the fact that 
his elaborate emotional system, intricately connected as it 
is with the smooth working of social institutions, now loses 
its object-fixation. The petty aims towards which almost 
all his strivings are directed suddenly disappear, and, not 
merely does he nowfack a place of work, a daily task, and 
an opportunity for using the integrated labour attitudes 
formed through long training, but his habitual desires and 
impulses remain ungratified. Even if the immediate needs 
of life are satisfied, by means of unemployment relief, the 
whole life--0rganization and the family hopes and expectations 
are annihilated. One has only to remember how much 
libidinous energy is normally invested, in a capitalistic 
society, in social ambitions. to realize what this means. 

1 Probably in . these cases we . are presented with frustrated feeding 
instincts. The nu!Sing bees whose task it is to feed the quee11; seem to 
pe the first.to realize her absence. As they cannot get rid of their amply
pr':P~ed food an<>th~ instinct becomes discharged, namely that of 
buildmg .c11Us and laymg·· eggs. Von Buttei-Reepen, who gives this 
explanation, adds : " On.e can well believe this procedure to be based 
exi;lusively upoµ retiexes. Nothinkfag of any kind is needed." Vo11 Buttel
Reeptlll, op. cit., p. 24. 
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The frustration of the desire to rise in the social scale 
means not only that hopes of raising the standard of life 
must be abandoned, but also that social esteem is shattere.d 
and with it self-respect. The symptoms of such general 
insecurity may differ in different strata: the petty rentier, 
the black-coated worker, the skilled artisan and the unskilled 
labourer, the intelligentsia and the student. But, despite 
their social differences, shattered self-respect is at work in 
all of them. Lasswell has shown that, when the former 
ideal of the " successful self " is once disturbed and former 
attitudes are left objectless, the old impulses turn inward 
and take the form of self-punishment, which degenerates 
into masochistic or psychologically self-mutilating orgies. 
In this situation the scapegoat, such as the Jew, affords a 
real relief by providing an opportunity for once more 
externalizing the aggressive tendencies, an opportunity that 
is equally welcome to the frustrated in every class.1 

IV 
FROM UNORGANIZED INSECURITY TO ORGANIZED 

INSECURITY 

This is the stage of unorganiied insecurity, which is 
fraught with incalculable possibilities, It is the stage of 
general psychological and emotional experimentation ; and 
of the decay of our belief in institutions, mores, traditions, 
and . historically established prestige. These ate the 
sociological conditions in which ideologies are unmasked 
and the validity of established principles and values comes 
to be doubted. This is the moment of scepticism, hard for 
the individual yet.· productive for science, as it destroys the 
petrified habits of thought of the past. In this general 

1 Cf. Lasswell, H. D., World Politics and Personal Insecurity, 1935, 
London, New York. Cf. also King, J., " Influence of the Form of Social 
Change upon the Emotional Life of People," American Journal of Sociology. 
vol. ix, p. 124. The idea of a catastrophic theory history has been ex;pounded 
by Teggart, F. J., Theory of History, New Haven, 1925, cf. esp. p. 196. 
Tb. Waitz, Introduction to Anthropology, ed. by J. F. Collingwood, Lo0:don, 
1863. Gothein, E., " Soziologie. der Panik," Verhandlungen des ersten , 
deutschen Soziologentages, Tuebingen, lQll. .Waelder, R., "Aetiologie 

.und Verlauf der Massenpsychose," Imago, 1935; vol. 21. 
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experimentation, the individual who cannot reorganize 
himself may perish, but for the social body it _means the 
possibility of a selection of new models of behaviour and of 
new representative dominant types. That is why Fascism 
and Communism, and any other new social fixation, seem 
.at certain moments to have equal chances as far as 
psychology is concerned. And, indeed, Michels 1 does 
observe that, in the rise of Italian Fascism, men who had 
once been Socialists often joined the Fascists. 

Finally long-term calculation also ceases, at least among 
those social groups most strongly affected by the partial 
dissolution of society. The panic reaches its height when 
the individual comes to realize that his insecurity is not 
simply a personal one, but is common to masses of his 
fellows, and. when it becomes clear to him that there is no 
longer any social authority to set unquestioned standards · 
and determine his behaviour. Herein lies the difference 
between individual unemployment and general insecurity. 
If in normal ti,mes an individual loses his job, he may 
indeed despair, but his reactions are more or less prescribed 
and he follows a general pattern in his distress. Even if he 
rebels against society by stealing, his activities will fall into 
some mould not created by him. 

The distress of man in a situation of insecurity is worse 
than that of social animals, such as Hodgson's " old unhappy 
bull" 

Sick in mind and bpdy both, 
Outcast .from the herd he led, . . 
Bulls and cows a hundred head . . . 

because the bull may still rely on the prompting of instincts 
that are uncorrupted by membership of a society based on 
an all-perva~ing division of· labour. Such a society destroys 
the spontaneity .of responses ; and man, if the usual objects 
of his. strivings are withdrawn, is. lost and. without orienta
tion. His socially moulded instincts are useless when 
~.ondit~orts _alter, his old emotional strivings are homeless 

. 1.n a. s1~uabon of . unor&anized insecurity, and. his common 
~se 1s too narrow. m outlook to understand what is 

.. ha:ppeni;li~•.arotmd him ·in this invisible society with its 
lim.ntellig.ible structure. · · · 

. R., Sc,~alism.us und Fasrismus, .Munchen, 1925, p, 266. 
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Here lies another difference between animals and men, 
for, whereas after the loss of the object the bee falls back on 
an earlier biological stage of instinctive reaction, man, 
deprived of his original goal, finds relief in the creation of 
symbolic goals and symbolic activities. For man is a being 
living in a community whose reaction is not based simply 
on instinct but on symbols of his own creation, such as 
words, images, and ideas, which serve as a fundamental 
means of communication.1 

Some of these symbols, words for instance, stand for 
things that really exist, others are symbols or symbolic 
activities that serve as substitutes for real activities. 
When desired objects are withdrawn from our reach, when 
we find it impossible to get full and immediate gratification 
in real things, then we use these symbols as substitutes. 
Experimental psychology provides us with information 
showing how substitute activities function in simpler 
situations. I refer to experiments and investigations carried 
out by Lewin,2 Ovsiankina, Mahler, Lissner, Hoppe, and 
others. An instructive case is quoted by Lewin. 3 A young 
feeble-minded child wants to throw a ball a long way, and 
although he fails, is happy because he finds a substitute in 
the vigorous movement he has made. Lazar 3 calls this 
type of child a " gesture-child ", because he is satisfied with 
gestures when others are striving for concrete goals. 

1 As to the nature of language in animal life I would like to refer to 
the short but illuminating summary which Hempelmann gives. According 
to him the language of animals is but the immediate expression of a given 
physiological state. It is never founded on the conscious intention to 
communicate a definite meaning. Expression only works as a stimulus 
or signal. for specific reaction. As animals mostly lack insight into the 
connection of events their correct reaction to these signals is merely the 
outcome of an appropriate adjustment. Hempelmann, F., Tierpsychotogir, 
vcm Standpunkte des Biologen, Leipzig, 1926, p. 530. 

• Lewin, K., A Dynamic Theory of Personality, Selected Papers, New 
York, London, 1935, chap. vi, "Substitute Activity and Substitute 
Value." Lewin refers to the following contributions : Mahler, W., 
"Ersatzhandlungen verschiedenen Realitatsgrades," Psychol. FOYsch., 
1933, 18,.27--89; Lissner, K., " Die Entspannung von Bediirfnissen dnrch 
Ersatzhandlungen," Psychol. Forsch., 1933, Bd. 18, 218-250; Ovsiankina, 
M., "Wiederaufnahme unterbrochner Handlungen," Psychol. FOYs&h., 
1928, Bd. 11; Hoppe, F., "Erfolg und Misserfolg," Psyclwl. 
Forsch., 1931, Bd. 14, p. 1-62. Cf. also Koffka, K., Principles of Gesta'# 
Psychology, London, 1935, pp. 670 ff. 

•. Quoted by Lewin, op. cit., chap. vii, " A Dynamic Theory of the 
Feeble Minded," p. 205. Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com
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During a period of unorganized insecurity, the normal 
person, owing to the lack of an immediate and real gratifica
tion for his strivings in the field of work and social 
acknowiedgment, tends to become a " gesture-adult ", 
existing on substitute goals and being satisfied with gestures 
and symbols. 

As Lewin realized, the term substitute goal, or substitute 
activity, has no meaning in itself, but only when measured 
against the original intention, or original tension-system, 
of the individual. Since in capitalist society the normal 
working incentive is acquisition, a desire to raise the income
Ievel, any goal will be regarded as substitute which com
pensates for some failure in this field. The symbolic 
substitute is felt as being unreal only as long as the original 
tension-system, the striving for money, persists. 

As soon as it is possible to change the original level of 
aspiration and to induce people to strive for symbolic goals 
as if they were primary goals, so that instead of butter they 
desire national prestige, they will cease to feel . the latter 
as symbols and consider them rather as real gratifications. 

According to the observations of individual psychology, 
once the individual tension-system is built up it is not 
very easy to alter, except in the case of children. But in 
my view the characteristic feature of any revolutionary 
period is that failure of original expectations occurs to 
hundreds of thousands at the same time, the search for 
substitutes follows the same rhythm, and the meaning of 
what. is real or unreal is established in common. If there are 
many who think it is better to have guns than butter 
it will be easier for the single individual to change over from 
one tension-system to the other than it would be if he had to 
reorganize the system for himself. 

The collective transformation· of the system of symbols 
into new realities occurs in three stages. The symbol may 
i:emain unchanged externally while the real dynamic trans
formation which changes its function and meaning takes 
place behind this fac;ade. The . three· stages of this trans
formation are :-

(a) The symbol is a pure substitute goal ; 
(b) The symbol becomes the new driving force for new 

forms. of spontaneous group-integration (this we 
may· call the utopian stage of the symbol) ; 
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(c) The symbol becomes the rigid emblem of an organized 
group. 

In the first stage men flee to symbols and ding to them 
mainly because they want to avoid that anxiety which, 
according to Freud, overwhelms us whenever the libidinous 
energy remains for long without an object. Hammer and 
sickle, swastika, brown and black shirts, red and black 
flags, outstretched arms, clenched fists, phrases like" freedom 
and glory of the nation "-are fictions providing an outlet 
and goal for displaced energy. 

But as soon as people by these very gestures and substitute 
goals become integrated into spontaneously growing groups, 
they :reach the utopian stage in the development of the 
symbol. The utopian symbol makes people act ; it makes 
them act against the system of established relationships, 
and in acting against it they not only try to wreck this 
network of relationships, but seek to call in question the 
former definition of the situation, devaluating the meaning 
and significance of the original level of aspirations. 

Thus not only does the new symbol gain in significance 
but its reality-prestige is raised ; striving for the honour and 
glory of the nation seems to be every bit as real a business 
a.s striving for economic gain. Another reason why the new 
symbol seems to become more than a substitute, and indeed 
becomes a new social reality, is that it in its turn likewise 
generates its own network of inter-related activities. 
Although these activities may for some time remain sterile 
and mayconsist mainly of endless discussions without rhyme 
or reason, or of loitering in groups and marching about, 
later they will lead to quasi-military exercises and to the 
forming of "pressure-groups" which will from time to 
time press . upon that social system which is still the 
acknowledged order. 

During the utopian phase,1 important changes take 
place in the individuals themselves. Whereas in the :first 
stage the symbol was merely an occasional substitute in 
their lives, it now becomes both a factor in the 
reorganization of their whole personality and· the ferment 

1 On the social function of utopias et Mannheim.. J{., Ideology and 
Utopia. an Introduction to the Sociology of. Knowledge, London,.• New 
York, 1936. Especially part vi, "The Utopian Mentality.'' 
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which brings them to a new kind of group-cohesion. 
In such a situation it is obvious that radical changes in 
the individual only take place where some sudden shock 
has destroyed the· network of his established habits and 
expectations, and that the stabilization of his new hopes 
and values is intimately linked up with the integration of 
new groups. Old traditions fall to bits, new forms of social 
adjustment occur, and we speak of a re-birth of men and 
society. It was perhaps this same psychological mechanism 
which in the ancient world produced the new spirit of 
Christianity, or which in the sects of the later Middle Ages 
gave rise to the modem forms of utopian spirit. 

In the utopian stage of symbolic integration a certain 
social differentiation becomes perceptible. Not all the 
symbols appeal to everyone equally. Their growth is 
intimately connected with that of the particular groups to 
which they belong. Even if different groups have the same 
symbols, they stress different aspects of them, because 
memories of the pre-insecurity phase of society are, 
unconsciously, still active in their mind. Thus to one man 
perhaps the symbol of security and order has an appeal, 
because the group to which he belongs is a petty bourgeois 
one now threatened in its slumber ; or else, since the man is 
a member of a group such as the army or the bureaucracy 
whose prestige is bound up with the growth of the State, 
what he values is glory. There are still others, for whom 
local independence or folkwa ys constitute the lost . paradi$e, 
and those to whom it is equality that represents the supreme 
value, because even in the former stable society they had 
been outcasts. The several symbols correspond immediately 
to the characteristic wishes of the several social strata. 

But this stage of spontaneity in the recreation of man and 
of groups does not last very long, as in mass society it has 
to be succeeded by a stage of strict organization; for, of the 
achievements of modem mass society, only those can endure 
w-hich are sponsored by definite organizations or are con
tinuously reproduced through the very working of the social 
structure. · Thus spontaneous activity on the basis of 
enthusiasm gives place to rigid organization, for which the 
symbol. has · become . nothing more than a lifeless emblem. 
Just as,in an earlier example, hatred, in order fo become 
socially· effective, had to be turned into trained hatred, 

l 
I 
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so the new emotional attitudes and working incentives now 
tend to be inculcated and enforced by the group.1 

Through this petrifying of human relations, which in 
modern nations tend to crystallize into the militarist pattern, 2 

society passes from the stage of unorganized insecurity into 
that of organized insecurity. Society as a whole is still 
insecure, for the causes of the disorder in its functioning are 
not removed and the economic disequilibrium which brought 
about structural unemployment is still present, and is 
perhaps even increased bytendencies towards self-sufficiency. 
But, though the nation be insecure, new social formations 
are being built up which, while providing psychological 
substitutes to some extent for the lost honeycomb of work 
(e.g. unnecessary roads, labour-camps, and rearmament), 
at the same time help to run the national economy at less 
expense. It is now possible gradually to lower the standard 
of living, without resistance, by balancing every dose of 
deprivation with some psychological substitute, by finding 
scapegoats and creating occasions for collectively guided 
enthusiasm. The less bread, the more circuses ! 

The essential feature of this new type of society is that 
it affords channels not only for economic and administra
tive activities, but also for new psychological adjustments. 
Not only government and industry are planned, but the 
psychic disturbances and the general breakdown are 
deliberately guided for the benefit of those who still maintain 
their rational calculation and, because they stand more 
or less outside the focal points of the general collapse, are 

1 This passing from the purely emotional, through the utopian, to the 
organized stage, may have been the typical process of genesis of institutions 
in the past. Only to-day, when we are witnessing the sudden growth of 
new institutions in our midst, do we realize the importance of the symbolic 
element in primitive institutions. . Most of our institutions have long 
since solidified into relations and functions with no symbolic aura (take, 
for instance, our business relations or, say, a post-office). In primitive 
communities the symbolic glorification of the institution still prevails 
and there is an appeal, through magic or mere customary rites, to the 
origin.al emotions. 

• There are special :r::easons for the choice in this case of the in.ilitarist 
model. We have seen how in the first stage of unorga.nized insecurity, 
when the old order of society is vanishing, a regression to earlier social 
patterns is to be expected. In inland .states the old army pattern naturally 
had great strength. The officials dismissed from the old army were busy 
after the war in reorganizing the dissolved cadres of bourgeois society 
into quasi-military formations. The military mind had no othe:r co-n• 
ception o~ organized security but that characteristic of a. state at war. 
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able to remain sober. They may consciously desire even 
war or autarchy, for what is economically irrational for 
a whole nation may still be profitable to particular groups
of industrialists, army leaders, and officials. Their psychology 
.is mainly to be explained in terms of a gamble in which, 
though the nation lose, they should still get rich. Just as 
the military caste re-establishes itself by using in its own 
country the same methods as during the war it used in 
occupied territory, the industrial and commercial bosses 
consider their country, once the stage of organized insecurity 
is reached, as a field for exploitation almost equivalent 
to a colony. And they use the new situation for the preparing 
of an imperialist expansion, because for their enormous 
monopolies the closed territory of their own country is too 
small. 

Within the network of new pseudo-activities a 
psychological readjustment seems to take place. Through 
the instituting of inexpensive new systems of honours and 
distinctions, social ambitions are once more given satisfaction 
and the man who, following the loss of his job, had lost his 
self-respect :finds it again through a position in some 
organization which puts others under his control. In the 
party there is no one at the bottom, for below the lowest 
is the outcast, the Jew. Foresight and calculation are 
restored, too, as tasks have some sort of pattern again, 
and festivities and manoeuvres have to be prepared a 
long way ahead. There. is no . longer reason to resort to 
the . diverse forms of self-mutilation ; the continuous 
exhibition of the. organized power of the state does away 
with that. 

The organization of insecurity has above all the advantage 
thatthere is no longer a feeling of object-loss and as long 
as the system functions and an emotional and symbolic 
atmosphere overlies its rigid military order people will 
willingly obey and subordinate their individual preferences 
to the. dictates of the central machinery. Those who 
formerly lacked direction enjoy the inescapable automatism 
of the machine. To them it does not matter that in certain 
fields freedom has gone ; only social types who, like the 
intelligentsia. and some of the entrepreneurs, have previously 
learned to use and value freedom of thought, lament its 
loss. )lost men have their roots in the older types of 
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traditional society and lack the habit of personal initiative 
and the capacity to enjoy responsibility. They crave rather 
for subjection to a rule and are glad when they can glide 
on from one well-defined situation to another. 

In such a society those who are leaders enjoy the possibility 
of raising hatred on one day and appeasing it on the next. 
Society becomes a structure where one presses a button and 
the expected reaction occurs. One day the detestation of a 
neighbouring country may be preached, on the next you 
decide to live in friendship with it for ten years. In the 
phase of unorganized, as compared with that of organized 
insecurity, quite a different psychology characterizes the 
individual. In the former phase the psychological reaction 
of the people was important, the psychology of the masses 
governed everything. In the latter it seems as if the masses 
have abandoned their individual psychic life, at least a.s 
far as public affairs are concerned, and are ready to turn 
into robots. It is as if the sociologist had only to deal with 
the peculiar psychology of the leaders. 

In the first stage of unorganized insecurity these leaders 
play no very important r6le. So long as everything is fluid 
numerous petty leaders arise-in place of the notabilities 
of the vanishing order-but theirs is only a transitory 
influence. After the first fermentation, however, a. new 
differentiation into guiding, and guided, groups occurs. 
Spontaneous symbol.,.integration can take place only in a 
small community ; in mass societies after the first 
spontaneous reactions a more or less conscious control of 
these symbols and of the emotions connected with them 
is needed. · This manipulation is performed by people whose 
personal psychological constitution and aptitudes especially 
enable them to take the lead.1 

Max Weber observed. that even in primitive com
munities the psycho-pathological types usually become ·the 
prophets, saviours, and reformers, changing the old ways 
of life and breaking down the old magical attitudes. In 
his view this is because in societies whose customs are 
sanctioned mainly by magic it is . the psychopath who is 
unadjusted and who therefore dares to . break these old 
habits, which are no longer fitted to the changed 

1 Lasswell gives in his books .a valuable analysis of this :management 
of. symbols; 
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situations, and is able to discover new and better adjusted 
attitudes. Thus it was the Jewish ecstatic prophets who 
destroyed those established traditional attitudes per
sonified in the official priesthood. 

It is not to be expected that the old bureaucracy of the 
country or the former commercial and industrial leaders 
trained in the ways of rational calculation will find the 
secret of symbol-manipulation. They need an alliance 
with a new kind of leader, and this leader, and the petty 
leaders, must come chiefly from those holes and corners 
of society where even in normal times irrational attitudes 
prevailed and where the catastrophe of unorganized 
insecurity was most severe and prolonged. Thus the leader 
must himself have experienced that emotional rhythm 
which is common to those who have been most exposed to 
the shocks of a partial dissolution of society. But, by itself, 
mere emotional irrationality is not enough, and the leader 
and most of the petty leaders must also have a sense of 
calculation which will grow more acute as unorganized 
gives way to organized insecurity. 

The calculation connected with symbol-manipulation 
is not the same as, for example, commercial calculation, 
and, as a woman may be of little use in business yet skilful 
in judging the moods of her husband, so an individual, 
hopeless as a bureaucrat, may be expert in calculating and 
expressing the changing shifts or emotions in .others. In 
modem mass society these leaders purposefully transform 
the spontaneous symbolic attitudes into manipulated 
patterns of thought, sentiment, and action. 

It is not very easy to distinguish, in the first stage, 
between rational interest and wish-fulfilling dreams and 
gestures. The interconnectedness between interest · and 
irrational symbolic striving is far deeper than some abstract 
thinkers would imagine. Marxism, as the product of a 
highly rational and intellectualized age and group, not 
only over estimates the driving power of explicit economic 
interests, but .puts alternatives in too sharp a contrast, 
as also did the commercial and liberal mentality of 
the eighteenth and nineteenth-century philosophers and 
economists. 

Evenin rational strivings irrational tendencies are latent, 
and Glover is not wrong when he says that, . very often, 
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"conscious preoccupation with reality and mainly self
preservative situations " covers unconscious motivations.1 

It frequently occurs that through unconscious urges, such 
as transformed or displaced sadistic attitudes, or for the 
sake of glory, we indulge in rational calculation, in money 
making, · and in ruthless pursuit of personal advantage. 
On the other hand the American sociologist Wirth hit the 
nail on the head when he wrote that " interests slumber below 
the surface of any kind of activity and it is only. in certain 
spheres of life, in economics, and to a lesser degree in 
politics, that they have been made explicit and articulate" .:a 
Therefore, in my view, the crucial problem is not whether 
irrational motives disguise themselves under rational 
attitudes, or whether behind rational behaviour some 
unconscious interest is at work. Taking it for granted that 
the rational and irrational are interwoven, we must discover 
in what circumstances the various forms of rational interests, 
slumbering under the surface, become explicit. 

It remains, therefore, for us to ask what those social 
factors are which help to bring to consciousness the so-called 
rational interest and thus may possibly lead tothebreakdown 
of the sort of society we have been considering. 

The system has, as we have seen, a relatively great 
elasticity for not only does it manage production and 
consumption, the defence services and administration, 
but by means of regulation it assists in the adjustment 
of .men's wishes to changing situations. It is capable of 
postponing the breakdown in that it controls the subjective 
side of the process, and is able to compensate if not for the 
economic dis-equilibrium at least for the psychological 
maladjustment. 

There is, nevertheless, a fundamental contradiction 
which makes for its possible collapse. And this contradiction 
is to be found in the mutually antagonistic working of 
mechanisms within it which foster the growth of conflicting 
impulses. Everything depends on whether the new 
organizations which have been superimposed upon society 
during the period of organized insecurity are strong enough 

1 . Glover, E., War, Sadism, and Pacifism, London, 19331 p. 183. 
1 Wirth; L., in his Preface .to Mannheim, K., Ideology and Utopia, op, 

cit., p. x:x:iv. 
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to establish the new set of values and symbolic strivings as 
having more reality than the older motivations, the desire 
for economic gain and for a higher standard of life. This 
does not mean that I am assuming that man's wishes in 
themselves are only real when conforming to the concept of 
the homo economiciis. We all know how very difficult 
it was for the absolutist mercantilist system in Prussia 
for instance to train people to strive for profits instead 
of keeping to their former humble standards. But I 
am convinced that any new system which departs from 
capitalism has to reckon with the possibility that the 
masses may rapidly identify themselves once more with 
the older tension-system, the original aim of which is 
economic gain. If this happens, the new standards of honour 
and prestige will be felt once more as mere substitutes. 
Thus the problem of the new elites who control the syn1bols 
is to suppress the older mechanism of capitalist society by 
means of the superimposed institutions of the new social 
technique, If there are factors in the industrial system and 
in the remnants of the property system which keep 
alive the old set of acquisitive wishes, then they may easily 
fail. 

The underlying crisis produced by unemployment, even 
in the stage .of organized insecurity, will make itself felt 
as soon as the new form of psychological adjustment, with 
its motivations ofhonour and prestige, ceases to function. 
The whole propaganda machinery becomes vain and mean
ingless as soon as the capitalistic aspirations break through 
and the new symbols are felt as being mere symbols and 
people cease to have faith in the corresponding activities . 

. Once this happens on a large enough scale and penetrates 
even. to the ranks of the. armed forces, the crisis becomes 
apparent and panic breaks through once mQre. But at this 
stage. the psychological breakdown, the panic, is much 
more dangerous. than it was in the phase of unorganized 
insecurity. 

It is not so nmch an object-withdrawal which brings 
about the general tension, but what I would call a" motive
withdrawal ". The institutions, the .reifi.ed relations, are 
stm present, but dissociated from those motivations which 
originally worked through them. Such an estr:angement 
from the goods of the world, and its powers, occurred among 
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the early Christians. Such an alienation or motive
withdrawal may o,ccur as soon as the more fundamental 
mechanisms of industrial society assert themselves against 
the totalitarian superstructure. As is well known, the 
greatest danger of war lies in the situation just described. 
In capitalist surroundings, in a society which is still based on 
private property, it is very likely that sooner or later the 
symbols of prestige and honour will lose their character 
of reality in the estimation of the masses and loyalty to 
the social machine will thus become problematic. 

In the stage of unorganized insecurity, the object
withdrawal had not led to war because the psychological 
breakdown was not canalized. The confusion was intense 
enough to destroy a part of the former elite, but could not 
he drawn upon for purposes of outward aggression. It may be 
simpler for the elites, now that the emotional channels have 
been established and the war machine is ready, to divert 
the mind of the masses from the growing social tension by 
taking refuge in war and so obviating the alienation of the 
population. 

To sum up, this brief study has not attempted to give a 
complete analysis of the causes of war. My examples are 
not even meant as an exhaustive study of the evolution of 
unemployment, insecurity, and Fascism as factors making 
for war in our age, but merely to show more concretely the 
kind of help psychology can give if it is integrated into the 
economic analysis of capitalistic development in its present 
stage. The meaning of these consideraHons is not that 
psychological processes are independent and therefore 
ultimately responsible for what has happened and what is 
going to happen, but that the economic maladjustment 
cannot be fully understood unless its psyc:hological 
implications and consequences are put into . their proper 
place. It is the concrete sequence, the :real concatenation of 
structural changes, which must be reconstructed in its main 
phases if a real control is to be achieved. 

War itself is the outcome not of some invariable 
instinct like aggressiveness, but partly of . the faulty 
elaboration of psychological tendencies. through institutions, 
and partly of the.desperate flight of people into collective 
aggression when uncoaordinated institutions clash and bring 
about the feeling of general insecurity. 
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Hardly anyone wants war. The new ways of drifting 
into a world catastrophe which neither the leaders nor their 
peoples really desire is the :qrost tragic example of what one 
can call objective dynamics in history. Through the 
accumulation of effects, economic, social, and psychological, 
which are not intended by those who initiate them, 
things happen which are definitely repulsive to the people 
who are acting. It is a veritable nightmare that we 
should arm and drill men for ends which very few, 
if any of them, in their hearts really want. We are liars 
caught in our lies. Public utterances were never less 
believed. Most of our great ideals are being more dis
credited than ever by their wholesale use in the market
place, and still we march whenever the command comes. 
In our solitary hours our most horrible vision is the 
collapse of civilization by the explosion of the bombs we 
store, but we blackmail each other with the fear of 
war until the blackmail catches. up with the blackmailers. 
We anticipate that there will be war. People predict dates 
for its beginning. Only who fights whom and why is still 
unknown. Nationalist slogans call little people who love 
their homes and. gardens to become heroes by killing other 
little people who love their homes and gardens. There has 
seldom been a generation which was less willing for petty 
sacrifice and more. likely to pay the supreme one without 
even understi:mding why. 

Hardly anyone wants war. It is in the main a calamity · 1 

which occurs because men in their activities have not 
learned to take a long range view, to adjust one institution 
to another, and to think in terms of areal psychology. But 
how can they learn to act on the basis of a. broader insight 
.if not even .the social scientists aim at correlating the 
results.of partial observations in order to detect the reason 
for the maladjustment in the structure of society as a whole, • 
if they, too, do not aim at real knowledge, but divide their 
investigations into watertight compartments in order to 
escape respqnsibility, .and w~rk with a fictitious ad hoe 
instinct-philosophy of some kind or other which itself is 

·· part of a mentality that is unconsciously making for war. ? 
.. · .. The dili~ntl;lnglement· of .this network that is strangling us 

.. ~ only come l:lbout throqgh action. But . it is untrue, 
.. <lespite .. the scepticism . so frequently put forward to the 
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contrary, that we can know little or nothing about the 
working of our society and about the forms that action can 
take. We could know enough to understand the main 
direction of. events if we only had the will to control the 
situation which will otherwise enslave us, and the courage 
for the kind of thought necessary in our age. 
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THOUGHT AT THE LEVEL OF PLANNING 
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I 

THE REDIRECTION OF MAN'S TROUGHT AND WILL 

The main problem in the remaking of man is to trans
form his thought and action. Just as obstacles always 
arise in changing from one economic system to another, 
from one political opinion to another, so we meet with the 
same resistances when we have to think or act in a new way. 
We are experiencing a similar problem on a large scale to
day. The best solution for our present difficuities is to 
become fully conscious of these resistances, and to consider 
how far they can be counteracted. 

It was one of the greatest achievements in the evolution 
of man when, with slow but unbroken progress, he learned 
to record his own history. He has taken a new step forward, 
when he can live his own history in the spirit of experiment 
and create out of the emergent forces of the social process 
the knowledge and the will to shape history itself. The 
older epic fonn of historiography placed the individual 
man and individual events in the foreground. The novel 
contribution of the sociological view of the past and 
present is that it sees history as a field for experiment 
and reform. Corresponding to this transition from the 
epic to the sociological view of history, there is now emerging 
a new type of self-analysis on a similar sociological level. 
The analysis of external e"v"ents soon spurs man on to analyse 
himself in the same way. Anyone who would know how the 
world can be changed by changing man must first carefully 
observe how the present world has made us into the men we 
are at present. The history of autobiography is in this con
nection one of the most valuable sources of information, 
because two things can be observed at the .same time : 
firstly, and indi:cectly, we can observe the nature of the 
introspective attitudes of men in the past-in which way 
and for what purpose they observed themselves ; further, 
we can see how different social and historical. situations 
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fostered different forms of personality, and how these 
different forms of introspective attitudes unconsciously 
fulfil certain social functions. Seen from this angle the 
modern form of self-analysis is the expression of a new 
attitude to social events and is not to be confounded with 
older forms of self-observation. 

There have been at least two forms of self-observation in 
history, which must not be confused. The older form was 
derived for the most part from a kind of egotism. The saints, 
for example, observed themselves mainly for the purpose 
of self-redemption and self-perfection. Even though 
altruistic in their philosophy, in the act of self-observation 
they were concerned with themselves and themselves alone. 
The modern observer (for instance Rousseau) is concerned, 
on the other hand, with himself mainly in so far as he can 
use his knowledge of the origins of his psychological defects 
as a universal remedy for society as a whole. In the same 
tradition, the modern sociologically inclined psychologist 
or psycho-analyst, having once traced certain of his own 
psychological troubles such as feelings of guilt and inferiority 
to environmental maladjustments in early childhood, does 
not rest content until he has produced a theory which 
enables him to combat similar psychological difficulties in 
other men. This form of self-analysis has a levelling tendency 
and disregards individual differences because it is concerned 
with the general aspects of the human personality and its 
capacity for transformation, Probably no one formulated 
this sociological view better than Lorenz von Stein who, 
following Louis Reybaud, described the life of Saint Simon 
as an ''experimental" one.1 

In this type of experimental self-observation planned 
thinking is already unconsciously at work. . Man does not 
accept human nature . as represented in himself or his 
fellow-men as the unalterable gift of God, nor does he, as 
on tlie pantheistic level, regard the soul with sympathetic 
resignation as a part of nature which <:annot be intellectually 
understood and which can only be grasped through awe. 
Instead he approaches himself. experimentally, just as he 
approaches the objective facts of this world. 

1 Cf. Stein, Lorenz von, Gesckichte der t;o~alenBewegimgen in F-ankreit;h 
von 1789 .bis auf un$ere Tage, new edition, edited by Gottfried Salomon, 
Miinchen, .• 1921, · vol. ii, p. 141. 
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In order to understand this sort of attitude we must 
be clear that thought is not an independent self-contained 
and abstractly intelligible fact but is intimately bound up 
with action. The form and content of thought vary with 
the situation we are thinking about. Thought does not 
create the world, but rather in a given world with a given 
structure a given form of thought is an instrument· which 
may, at a certain moment either be adequate or inadequate 
or else be in the process of becoming increasingly adequate. 
There is no thought " as such " ; a specific type of living 
creature thinks in a world with a specific type of structure 
in order to fulfil certain specific life-functions. 

In the following paragraphs we want to show in detail how 
changes in the nature of thought are intimately and directly 
bound up with changes in the nature of the conduct and 
action of which it is really a part. As soon as a new type of 
conduct emerges in history a corresponding type of thought 
necessarily follows to accompany it. What even prag
matists do not, however, realize as a rule is that there are 
very different types of action, and that as long as they 
are not carefully distinguished, the basic transformations in 
thought cannot adequately be described. 

We shall distinguish here between radius of action and 
radius of foresight. By radius of action we understand 
the extent of the causal sequences directly brought about 
by our· initial activity and remaining more or less under 
our control. By radius of foresight we understand .the 
length of the causal chain which can be more or less 
accurately forecast in a given situation as regards this 
initial activity. Normally, every action sets up unlimited 
causal sequences and man is usually only al:>le to foresee and 
control. the more immediate consequences of his action. 
Thus, the greater the degree of technical and institu.; 
tional control in a. given society, the greater the radius. 
of both action and foresight. 

If, for instance, I sow seeds in spring, at a certain level of 
technical and social development I can. predict with 
reas011able accuracy that a considerable proportion will later 
come upas corn. · There are, however, a large number of 
incalculable elements, both social and natural. I cannot 
know,. for instance,. whether or not my crops will be spoiled 
by dro"U-ght or flood~ I cannot know, either, that the 
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warriors of some neighbouring tribe will not march across 
my unripe fields. But as soon as I introduce new institutions 
-for instance, irrigation, to counteract drought, or a body 
· of ann.ed guards to watch over my fields-then the radius 
of my action grows in so far as more and more links in the 
causal chain come directly under my control, and corre
spondingly my range of foresight becomes both larger and 
more reliable. 

Before we can attempt to examine how the needs of a 
changed social order create a corresponding new type of 
thought, we must be clear as to the nature of the following 
three fundamental stages in the history of thought, which 
may provide a frame of reference for such an investigation. 

The first traces of thinking, which still betray the relation
ship between animal behaviour and primitive forms of 
human thought are, as far as we can see to-day, characterized 
by the fact of chance discovery preceded by trial .and error. 
Both the animal's adjustment to nature and the behaviour 
of the primitive group which is mled by custom and tradition 
are based on chance discovery (Finden). In a world in which 
man carries on his struggle with nature directly, and in 
which · natur;tl selection regulates every process, some 
individual or group .discovers accidentally, among a very 
large number of · possibilities, the kinds of reaction which 
fit a given situation. The achievement of thought then lies 
in . remembering the correct solution which· has been dis:
covered. Natural selection henceforth works through this 
achievement in the sense that those groups which cannot 
retain and transmit the right way of doing things, inevitably 
die out. In order to preserve this find, there is no need 
for a precise, reflecting knowledge of the environment which 
brought about the successful adaptation. All that is 
necessary is that the positive ·. prescriptions and · taboqs .. 
. which· the · tribal ancestors· had worked out on the basis· 
of such.a discovery; should be faithfully kept. If the sur
roundings or the social order change considerably, so that 
a new kind of collective behaviour is required, the .older 
form of group organization must either be broken or limited 
·h,. scope, so that .better adjustments may again be dis
covered by· the more or . less .conscious • '·' trial and error '' 
experiments of the individual. These in their tum become 
.t,raditional .by. the.· same method of imitation and taboo 
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and are preserved so fong as one can adapt oneself socially 
to these conventions and the social order can be made to 
work. The primitive stage of food gatherers and hunters is 
an example of this type of social life, which is now commonly 
recognized as the original form of social and economic 
organization. Even to-da:y we react to many situations with 
a type of thought and conduct which is still at the· 1evel 
of " chance discovery ". 

Great progress was made beyond this " chance discovery " 
type of reasoning when single tools and institutions were 
consciously modified and then directed towards particular 
goals. This phase in the history of thought may be called 
the stage of inventing (Erfinden). At this level man 
had to imagine a definite goal and then think out in 
advance how to distribute his activities in a given way 
over a certain period of time with this goal in view. He 
did not in such cases have to think beyond the task 
immediately at hand. But he had at least to be able to 
imagine how the object of his thought fitted into the 
immediate environment. He had also to be able to foresee the 
most probable consequences of an event. The entire develop
ment of technology from the simplest tools and instruments 
through the use of the plough and the taming of domestic 
animals up to the use of steam and electricity and all inven
tions which, to achieve a given goal, deliberately combine ways 
of thought and action. which we shall describe more exactly 
later, work within the framework of this type of thinking. 
In the same sense one can " invent " or establish an 
association or organize an administrative staff, with a 
definite goal in view, and give it a place in an existing 
society. 

Once these objects, methods, and institutions have been 
invented within the framework of an only partially regulated 
society, a process of selection working behind the· backs 
of the individuals concerned decides whether they will 
survive or die out. Historical events at this " inventing " 
stage of development are a peculiar mixture of the results 
of natural selection and of institutions which have been con
sciously formed and thought out. This means above all 
that this type of thinking, with its limited goals, is :itself 
the product of natural events. What a man succeeds in 
perceiving in society and what he fails to see, what 
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immediate tasks he sets as his goal, and the ends for which 
he organizes himself and society, depend on natural 
selection. He rationalizes and suppresses not in terms of 
his own whims, but rather according to adaptations and 
necessities, individual and collective, which in their turn 
are not created by the people involved. Social processes, 
controlled by the understanding on the one hand and 
intellectual achievements, regulated by social processes 
on the other, exist side by side. At one moment man 
has the upper hand, and at another human understanding 
bows to the actual social situation. 

To-day we are in the main still lingering at this stage. 
But the tensions which underlie our conscious goals within 
the larger field of the forces of natural selection, are gradually 
compelling us to pass on to another stage. We will speak 
of planning 1 and planned thinking (Planen) when man and 
society advance from the deliberate invention of single objects 
or institutions to the deliberate regulation and intelligent 
mastery of the relationships between these objects. Formerly 
these relationships were simply governed by the random work
ing of cause and effect, and regulated by conflict, competition, 
and the selection they bring in their train. The most 

1 For planning from the biblio~phical point of view, planned economy, 
etc., cf. Emil Lederer's article, • National Planning," in the Encyclopedia 
of the Socia/. Sciences ; and K. Mandelbaum and G. Meyer, " Zur Theorie 
der Planwirtschaft," in Zeitschrift fur Sozialforschung, Jahrg. 3 (1934), pp. 
228 seqq.; also Mackenzie Findlay {ed.), Planned Society (New York, 1937); 
Hall, R. L., The Economic System in a. Socialist State, London, 1937; Hayek, 
F. A. ·von, et al. Collectivist Economic Planning, London, 1935; Lange, 0., 
and Taylor, F., On the Economic Theory of Socialism, Minneapolis, 1938, ed. 
by Benj. Lippincott; Wootton, B., Plan or No Plan, A Comparison of exist
ing socialist and capitalist economic systems, London, 1934; Lewis, L. 
Lorwin, "Planning in a Democracy," in E. W. Burgess, H. Blumer, Publica
tions of the .American Sociological Society, August, 1935, vol. 29, no. 3; 
Heimann, E., "Types and Potentialities of Economic Planning," Social 
Research, vol. 2, 1935. Cf. also in the Bibliography, i, 2, and v, 1-3. As yet but 
little thought has been given to the problems of cultural and educational 
planning with reference to the aspects of the social structure. One of the most 
interesting attempts is to be found in Koti,chnig, op. cit., chapters x and xi. 
An approximation to educational planning is contained in the Conclusions 
and Recommendations ojtke Commission on the Social. Studies of the American 
llistorical .Association (New York, 1934). The numerous psychological 
problems of a planned society have been left untouched by social scientists, 
who have concentrated their attention primarily on the economic. aspects. 
Cf. K. Mannheim, '' Present Trends in the Building of Society,•• in Human 
Affairs, ed. by R. B. Cattell, J. Cohen, etc. (London, 1937), and Hans 
Speier," Freedom and Social Planning," in .Ameri&an Journal of Sociology, 
vol. xlii . (Jan., 1937). 

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



1 REDIRECTION OF MAN'S THOUGHT r53 
decisive change occurs when man awakes to the necessity 
of regulating these gaps between existing relationships and 
when, in response to this, new patterns of thought arise. 
First, the pattern of thought is a linear one ; possible chains 
of causal sequences are foreseen of which only the first 
phases are initiated by the acting and thinking subject, the 
rest being left to take their own course according to their 
own laws. The linear pattern of thought takes the form of 
a circular flow where the first elements in the causal chain 
are in our new model of thought supplemented by further 
elements, the movement of which tends towards an equi
librium, and in which all the factors act upon each other 
simultaneously instead of in an endless succession.1 

The circular flow works automatically and it is quite 
unnecessary to interfere with it. This closed circle of 
mutual relationships is still on the level of inventive thinking, 
for it is one-dimensional, as can be seen most clearly in 
the case of classical economics. This one-dimensional 
pattern is turned into a multi-dimensional one when at 
the highest stage of development the separate spheres such 
as politics, economics, etc., which were formerly thought 
to be closed circles, are seen to interact upon each other and 
lead to a multi-dimensional structure. This structure is not 
considered as a static one, as it is continuously subject to 
change ; and from now on the changes in its parts will 
only be felt to have been adequately interpreted if under
stood in terms of the changing whole. 

This new way of thinking is balanced by a new way of 
acting. For planning not only changes individual links in 
the causal chain and adds new ones but also tries to grasp 
the whole complex of events from the key position which 
exists in every situation. The mechanism of the cycle of 
events can.be mastered and guided only if the appropriate 
key positions are found and dealt with by a new method. 
Conduct directed from the centre of the cycle of events is 

1 Here we refer to the following scheme which underlies Adam Smith's 
conceptions : Technical progress raises profits-increased profits mean 
increases in capital and additional demand for labour, whence there 
follows an increase in wages-increase in wages raises the birth-rate and 
so, in the long run the supply of labour-increase in the supply. of labour 
improves the opportunities for division of labour, leading thereby to new 
technical advances-whereupon the cycle begins again. (Cf. Lowe, A., 
Economics and Sociology, London, 1935, eh~ iv.) 
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far more effective, for by using a key position, a number of 
links in the causal chain can be either initiated, or con
trolled, or even circumvented. Instead of a too limited power 
over immediate goals, there now emerges at various points 
the possibility of direct control of the whole, and of the 
more indirect type of control in individual cases. As soon 
as it is possible to plan the whole and the key positions 
become clear, the single links in the causal chain are no 
longer regarded as immutable and complete in themselves. 

The most essential element in the planned approach is, 
then, that it not only thinks out individual aims and limited 
goals, but also realizes what effects these individual aims 
will in the long run have on wider goals. The planned 
approach does not confine itself only to making a machine 
or organizing an army but seeks at the same time to 
imagine the most important changes which both can bring 
about in the whole social process. 

It is of course clear that the line which divides inventive 
thinking, which is rationally striving to realize immediate 
goals, from planned thinking, is not a hard and fast one. 
No one can say for certain at what degree of foresight and 
at what point in the widening radius of conscious regulation 
the transition from inventive to planned thinking takes 
place. This transition is just as vague as the previous one 
between chance discovery and invention. The most 
primitive form of discovery is probably that in which two 
almost blindly interacting natural factors collide with one 
another : when t.he infinite variety of situations confronts 
the finite number of possible responses, Out of these the 
right sort of behaviour is crystallized and stabilized. through 
unconsdous adaptation and· selection. We may. ask, there
fore, whether a discovery which is based on the conscious 
search for a more favourable situation is already . an 
invention or whether invention emerges only when factors 
are spontaneously combined in a new way. It would be idle 
to pursue the problem of determining the transition point 
any further, for the fact that there are in reality indeter
minate transitions does not abolish the fundamental 
differences between these two types of thinking. " Planning " 
as a new stage of the development of thought and action 
is reallze.d in so far as the . previously vast arena of 
competition and the. consequent process of selection are 
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increasingly narrowed by regulatory intervention and the 
forces at work are consciously controlled.1 

II 

UNPLANNED AND PLANNED ACTIVITIES 

There is, however, a decisive law which rules us at the 
present moment. Unplanned spheres regulated by natural 
selection on the one hand and deliberately organized pro
vinces on the other can exist side by side without friction 
only as long as the unplanned spheres predominate. The 
greater the area and time-span of the social processes 
working according to plan, the harder it is to fit them :into 
an unregulated society. 'Wherever plans to create and main
tain particular objects and particular institutions (a factory, 
a school, a political party) involve regulation of the contacts 
between these institutions and others, these plans cannot be 
arbitrarily stopped at random at any point along the 
line. This is true for two reasons ; :first because all planning 
makes the individual elements rigid and unadaptable, and 
secondly because even in the unplanned areas, there is 
less and less opportunity for change and individual 
adaptation. 

1 With the gradual integration of unplanned events into a. planned 
society,.an important stage in the technical control of nature is reached. 
The newly controlled provinces of nature lose their original character 
and become functional parts of the social process. That part of nature 
which is not mastered by technology and has not been drawn under the 
influence of social conduct will for the time being remain · extra-soci.aJ. .. 
This is not, however, true of those aspects.of nature which have come under 
the domination of technology. They a.re suddenly brought into the field 
of social interactions and become, for practical men, problems just like any 
other genuinely social problems. Two illustrations will serve to clear up 
this point concerning the transformation of natural processes into problems 
of social life : 

(a) Reproductior. regulated by birth control can no longer be 
explained primarily in terms of biology, but only in connection with the 
other phases of the social process. The biological forces are not thereby 
suspended but are rather coupled with social ones. 

(b) A whole series of inventions in division of labour and of technology, 
which ha.v-e increased the productivity of labour and thereby saved ~eat 
masses from death by starvation, can through their repercussions, so 
complicate the social processes of production and distribution tha.t as 
a result of their incomprehensibility and their failure to function properly 
even more persons suffer than when natural forces were still uncontrolled. 
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Every element which has been created and prepared for 
a given purpose loses its adaptability when it enters into the 
free area of competition and selection. This is true of 
institutions as well as of living organisms. It is a general 
experience that small economic units, lesser industrial 
enterprises and small shops can maintain themselves better 
in an economic crisis than huge, inflexible concerns which 
cannot readapt themselves. The same principle holds true 
of a man with specialized training who is fitted to work in 
a highly rationalized and differentiated enterprise and who 
shows himself much less adaptable than the sort of person· 
who has become versatile in the course of his natural growth. 
When families lose their social position, the father who has 
been trained as an engineer or as a higher official adapts 
himself with much more difficulty to a new occupation 
and in a new situation than the mother, who has no special 
training and whose life pattern, for this very reason, is 
elastic enough to be adaptable. The husband who has been 
trained for a particular occupation loses his adaptability 
as a result of the one-sided rationalization of his energies 
which his training and occupation have imposed. The wife, 
on the other hand, very often because she has had no pro
fession of a specialized kind, retains those original forms of 
impulses and thought which are most essential in an 
unorganized social sphere. This form of thought,1 which 
is best adapted to the unregulated sphere of social struggle, 
is, however, marked by the fact that it only sees one step 
at a time as the occasion demands and does not systematize 
its conduct too far. 

In the free unplanned sphere where an unregulated 
selection based on conflict and competition prevails, thinking 
which is too far in advance of the immediate situation may 
be dangerous. He who thinks too far in advance and counts 
too much on . certain events ties his own hands, in so far 
as he will find it harder to adjust himself to an unpre
cedented change in his situation. In the regulated sphere it 
is different. Here the regulation must be carried out in 

1 The English, who have realized this mode of thought and conduct 
most completely, ha.ve coined certain expressions in which thi5 attitude 
is represented, such as "Wait and see" and "muddle through", 
Napoleon, .the man of action, meant the same thing when in a social 
situation in a state of dissolution he based his thought and conduct on 
the ~m "On s'mgag11, puis on v~ra." 

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



UNPLANNED AND PLANNED ACTIVITIES r57 

thought to its logical conclusion and the chance of success 
depends to a large e:dent on the capacity to think things 
out in advance. 

Individual chances of escape and the elastic texture of the 
unplanned sphere, on the one hand, and the growing 
necessity for planning can be illustrated by an example from 
everyday life. When, at a traffic crossing, every minute 
or so from both sides one or two vehicles appear each 
going its own way, there is no need for a traffic policeman. 
These individual cars are elastic enough in their movements 
to be able to adapt themse1ves to one another spontaneously 
on a fairly wide street ; that is, they can move out of each 
other's way. On the other hand, planned regulation by a 
policeman becomes indispensable as soon as :five or ten 
cars appear every second from various directions. As a 
result of the increase in their number, they take up the 
entire width of the street and there is no mo~ room for 
them to move out of each other's way. With such a crowd 
there can be no thought of individual adaptation. Each 
monad must give up its own . purpose, and fall in with the 
policeman's plan, which covers them all and lets one group 
go at one time and another at another time. This simple 
illustration enables us to see precisely how the increasing 
density of events (Dichtigkeit des I Geschehens) makes the . 
possibility of a natural balance through. competition or 
through mutual adaptation more and more hopeless. . •. .• 

The change in the sequence of objective events can 
perhaps be made more vivid by an example which a liberal 
t.hinker . used a short time ago to support his opposition 
to state intervention during the crisis. He said : " If,· 
when I was on a climbing expedition a cloud suddenly. 
darkened·my path, as an experienced mountaineer I should 
not go on trusting either in my stick or in some apparently 
sound· calculations, because I· might end up worse off than 
before. I should wait until the cloud had passed and then 
continue on my. way with a clear road before me." Heye 
we can see how the commonsense maxim falls short when it 
attempts . to analyse late.-capitalistic conditions with con:
cepts relevant only to liberal society. The economic and 
social order in the liberal epoch did indeed resemble the 
unregulated processes of natureJsince the rise and fall of the 
economic cvcle, like the changes in atmospheric conditions. ·· 
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seemed to have a definite pattern with a rhythmical re
currence which could be confidently foreseen. Since the 
rationalization, however, of ever wider areas of the economic 
·and social order, this type of waiting can have v,ry 
disastrous results. It is no longer. a question of waiting, 
as it once was, for the recurrent favourable phase of the 
cycle : under the changed conditions of the present situa
tion it simply does not emerge " by itself ". Another 
illustration would fit the present state of affairs. It is as if 
while we were making a machine according to plan, 
difficulties arose and, having lost all faith in thought, 
we left the half-finished work to go on by itself.1 To-day 
there is no longer a free movement of the natural economic 
elements which works automatically and tends towards 
equilibrium inthe old sense. On the contrary, the elements 
which would tend to re-establish this equilibrium, deviate 
further and further from their course. 

These " disturbing " deviations are partly due to wise or 
unwise attempts at regulation and partly to the inter

. ference. of political, technical, and psychological factors. 
At this stage of development, economic events can be under
stood only when we grasp their connections with those 
series of factors which are fairly independent of them, but 
which are. nevertheless in some way related to them. This 
implies, however, that we should try to create, instead of 
the unidimensional conception of economic events a poly
dimensional, strl;lctural view of the whole social process. 

In . the past, in the liberal social order extra-economic 
factors certainly influenced the economic sphere. But then 
the i:tlteraction of the various spheres was rather occasiona:1 
and fiµctuating. Not merely in. theory, but in actual fact, at 
that time, there was something which was very 
like a separate functioning of the various spheres of 
social life. ·· Theory tried to set up individual cross
sections of events as independent spheres-:,-it fonnulated 
a pure economics, a pure system of ethics, a pure political 
· science, a pure psychology, .according •to certain· axioms and 
clearly d~able points of view. When it did this; besides 

' . ·~ h. commumcating vessels, tlirough the freo .. movement of the tiniest 
~; liquids tend to equllionum·at thek own levels.· .In 01;1r present 

. ··~··the~ is no 1~ like this; illcreaswgly large 
· .. :lixecl·. . . . . ~~ed m the fluid. which in the end put a sto'P to ·· 
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the arguments which can always be used to defend the 
integrity of theory, it found a sanction for its undertaking 
in the actual situation of its own time. For owing to the 
nature of society as it was at that time, man did indeed live 
and carry on his work in apparently separate spheres, acting 
sometimes purely economically, at others purely religiously 
and at others purely politically and so on. 

All the practical maxims of that period and the ideals of 
the ruling groups betray a change in the conventions which 
had formerly prevailed. Individuals reorganized themselves, 
and so indirectly reorgani2..ed society. The idea of the 
" policeman state " which was not to concern itself with the 
private affairs of individuals, the demand that economic 
life, too, should be free from state intervention, that religion 
should not influence education, that empirical observation 
should go its way independent of religion and metaphysics, 
that the external legality of law should not be confused 
with the sphere of inner life and of conscience, all these 
maxims reveal in the same way a complete separation of 
different spheres. If we want not merely to reveal this 
striking parallel between the characteristic. thought· of the 
time and the prevailing life pattern, but also to explain it, 
we should as sociologists raise the question : which hidden 
social mechanisms caused the life of that period to function· 
as a. number of separate spheres, any more than it does 
to-day, and which mechanisms brought the thinkers of the 
period to conceive of the world accordingly ? 

To answer this question we must first remind ourselves 
that medieval society did not display a tangible separation 
of spheres any more than the stage of social devl:!l<>pment 
which lies ahead of us. The medieval guild combined in itself 
political power, economic activity, religion, art, and so on, 
and bound them all into an inseparable unity. It regulated 
almost everything in life. from technology to prices, from 
religion to the use of leisure. It could do this because withiri 
the narrow limits of town economy, nothing was able to 
escape it, neither the individual as a whole nor any single 
phase of his existence.. .The central body. which organized 
economic life was a totalitarian. one, and i.t subjected to · 
itself all spheres of social life and fused them into · one. Jn . 
this way it was able to dominate · the individual com~ 
pletely, on every side; and so to plan the entire societf 
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Totalitarian planning was possible at that time because 
the relationship between the effective radius of action (of a 
purely political, economic, and psychological kind) and the 
extent of the territory to be governed was favourable to 
central regulation. That this was the decisive factor is clear 
from the fact that the free economy which followed the 
guild order arose among individual and productive units 
which could either from the very beginning escape the narrow 
boundaries of town rule (rural industry) or in spite of all 
regulations within the guild, became so powerful that they 
were able to disregard its regulations. 

From this point of view, liberalism appears as a transitional 
phase between two forms of planned order-that of the local 
authorities, on the one hand, and of the territorial state 
organization which was emerging ever more clearly on 
the other. Liberalism appeared and only really existed in 
that free social area in which the economic subjects who could 
escape from the domination of the local authority could 
adjust themselves to the market directly without being 
subjected to other controls.1 

They were able to maintain themselves in this position 
only so long and in so far as the state which was extending 
itself over this free area had not as yet discovered any 
sufficiently effective means of influence. Ultimately the 
radius of means of influence became so great that at a 
new level of integration they were able to control the 
entire structure. 2 

When we turn our attention to society in the liberal 

1 From the sociological point of view, the most abstract definition of 
freedom would be that it is nothing but a disproportion between the 
growth of the radius of effective central control, on the one hand, and the 
size of the group unit to be influenced on the other. As long as organized 
control lags behind spontaneous so~ial integration, there are possibilities 
of choosing and ways of escape. Since freedom is essentially the chance 
for spontaneous initiative, everything is reduced to the question of how 
great are the possibilities of individual choice in a given situation, and 
what are the available ways of escaping the apparatus of coercion. The 
concrete elements in these possibilities of choice and escape, work like a 
matrix which more or .less mould the character of the individuals and 
groups which emerge from them. The concrete historical forms of these 
characters can be explained to a large extent in terms of this matri:l!:. 
(But cf. for further differentiation of the problem also the last part of the 
book.) 

' Absolutism was· only apparently. totalitarian. In most cases it did 
not have the means for dominating all the spheres of life of the inhabitants 
of the territocy over which it was sovereign. 
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epoch, we have to explain how the individual members of 
that society gradually came in their .activities to break the 
total social process up into separate spheres and. to dis
tinguish step by step the homo economicus from the homo 
religiosits and this in tum from the homo potiticus, and 
so on. These distinctions first developed in the daily 
lives of individuals. Only subsequently were they followed 
by the rediscovery of the fact which, it was said, could be 
perceived in objective reality, that whole spheres are rigidly 
separated from each other, pure economics, pure politics, and 
so on. It is a widespread illusion that spheres of social reality 
are separated. Properly speaking there are no spheres in 
social reality-only in human activity. When the individual 
in his daily life behaves in such a way that he separates his 
religious from his economic motives and conduct, then a new 
type of individual conduct emerges. On a social scale, when 
these new types of separated activities integrate so that the 
economic or religious chain of action of one individual finds 
its counterpart in the economic chain of action of another, 
then the various spheres tend to take on an objective form. 

This change can be traced back to two series of factors. 
First the individuals who escaped the local authorities of 
the town economy and who gradually became free and 
mobile, entered into a variety of unplanned social groups 
and classes. There they behaved in a way which was neither 
regulated in advance nor prescribed. Instead, as the occasion 
demanded, they adapted themselves to the needs of the 
environment in which they were living at the moment. 

When the mobile person appeared in the market place 
he behaved more and more as homo economicus. When he 
came in contact with neighbours in his private life he 
accepted the ethics of neighbourliness. When he met people 
with whom he had other social and economic relationships, 
he changed his tactics with every human contact. 
Occasionally a not too powerful shte forcibly interfered by 
means of its taxation, police regulations, and so on. In 
private life religion might play a role, and then the contrast 
between everyday life and hoiidays became a growing 
indication of the gulf between these worlds, just as the 
separation of the office and the factory from the home played 
an active part in forming a new type of character. Thus the 
different spheres of social life affected the individual inthe 
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liberal era, too, but though these spheres existed side. by 
side they rarely affected him simultaneously, or came into 
direct and lasting contact with one another. 

Once this separation of spheres had emerged in the liberal 
epoch, it. was stabilized by a second series of factors. There 
was as yet no central power which could organize individual 
activities over a wide range, or bind together the relatively 
small economic units. The integration of economic and social 
units makes it more and more difficult to separate the 
standards of conduct required in business and social life.1 

As, for instance, the competing economic and social units 
increase in size they seek to wrest for themselves powers of 
the most diverse sort (political, juristic, administrative, 
propagandist) and to co-ordinate them for their own 
advantage, to fit in with their own plans and institutions. 
Thus it might be said that at the latest stage of social 
development a new fusion of the spheres has been brought 
about by means of institutions which affect them all. 

One can see signs of this tendency towards integrated 
social and economic units, and their struggle to unite the 
various social factors from within, in the trade-unions' 
attempt to gain a " political wage " and the " state
guaranteed " price of the cartels.. This tendency is equally 
evident in the great economic enterprises which are ousting 
the consumer's freedom of .choice by regulating his needs 
through advertisement. In this way, the interference of 
non-economic activities in the sphere of economics, which 
in the liberal era was only occasional, now directs the course 
of economic events themselves, and the. old boundary 

. between economics and sociology is thereby swept away. 
All these details should make it clear that, as we pointed out 

before, there is a fundamental distinction .between the type 
of thinking at the most recent . stage of social development 
lind the thinking adapted to the preceding stage. It must 
also .have become clear that in the present situation of 
thought the sam.e tensions occur that we have observed in 

· the actual development of present-day society. The .con
filcts in which. that partial thinking became involved through 

. its lllSistence on half-hearted rationalization and the 

.· i · I~tioil. and interdependence are two ditferent principles. They 
are, however!· closely related to. Olle ano~er. . · · ·. · 
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separation of spheres are the same as those to be found in 
concrete political and economic processes.1 

Both a political policy which rationalizes and integrates 
all the machinery of power and control but which allows the 
principle of conflict to continue at the very centre of its 
policy, and a type of economic activity which calculates every 
detail in its own province but which ceases to inquire 
into the psychological nature and origins of the forces which 
drive it, commit in practice the same error of partial 
rationalization and the separation of the spheres. These 
shortcomings cannot be overcome methodologically by 
means of the partial thinking of the theorists in those :fields. 

There are certain attitudes of mind which correspond to 
the stages of chance discovery, invention, and planning 
and at first these exist side by side. But as long as they are 
not in harmony with one another, and the relationships 
between them are not clear, they bring about the same 
confusion of thought as is caused in the-outside world when 
actions are based, now on discovery, now on invention, now 
on planning. 

Discovery and invention by no :means lose their function 
on the emergence of planning. But problems _in thinking 
which can be solved only by planning, cannot be left. to 
discovery just as, on the other hand, planning always must 
build upon the stages of discovery and invention. lo. the 
same way, thinking in terms of interdependence (which 
is one aspect of planning) does not supersede abstraction 
with its separation of spheres. But one must know precisely 
how. each stage of thought is related to the others and how_ 
they supplement one another. All this, however, can only 
be answered when we know more about the nature of 
planned thinking and have distinguished it more clearly 
from other forms of thought. 

1 It would not be entirely correct, however, to insist that this is the only 
reason for the specialization of sociology among the social sciences: _ lt 
is quite- likely thl!.t one reason why sociology became a. special science, 
the subject matter of which did not or was not supposed to overla.p with 
that of any other social science, was the purely intera.cademic dispute 
i:oncerning the.legitimacy.of .sociology. From the :first sociologists hav~ · 
felt that. if they were to prove their right to existence, they had to demoir 
strate that they had a subject matter on which no one else worked. Thus 
it happened in · America that sociologists · became preoccnpied- with the 
family, city growth, immigration and assimilation, criminality; delinquency 
an.d other subjects .which w:ere not treated by history, econOIDies, a:atb:to
J!Ology and political ~enc»-:the sciences which had_ p~ed sociology, 
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III 

THE TENSION BETWEEN THEORY AND PRACTICE 

The educated layman, startled by the terrific tension 
between scientific theory and practical thinking, realizes for 
the first · time that two kinds of thinking, and two funda
mentally different ways of dealing with social affairs, exist 
side by side.1 

The layman has the general impression that what the 
social scientists know they know more clearly and precisely 
than the practical man, but after a certain point they make 
no attempt whatever . to answer. those questions which 
actually disturb practical people living in society. Here lies 
the issue. First, however, we must work out in detail the dis
crepancy between theory and practice which underlies this 
feeling. In a certain sense the practical man is undoubtedly 
right, for the problems arise just at that level from which 
the social tensions really spring. To go to the root of the 
matter in terms of the distinctions which we made above : 
the dissatisfaction of the practical man is a sign of the tension 
which arises from the fact that the social sciences are still 
at the stage of partial thinking, whereas in the practical 
adjustments which are bound up with the real conflicts of 
social life people are forced more and more to attack their 
problems in terms of interdependent thinking. The sciences 
dealing with social relations both in their approach and in 
their frame of reference are still at the historical stage where 
man wants to understand individual objects and relation
ships in order to be able to reproduce them. The contem
porary . thinking of the practical economist or politiciap., 
arising out of the needs of society as a whole, is actuated 
more and more by the conflicts which spring from the 
interactions of the sphei;es and the clash between projects 

1 The remarks made above on the problems of thinking in the social. 
scief!:ces are summaries of a longer methodological study which is as yet un
pubhshed. . Here we have entered into the question only so far as the limited 
space of this book permits, There is an attempt to state similar problems 
from the point of view of economics in Lowe, A., Economics and Sociology, 
London, 1935, and his u Economic Analysis and Social Structure," · in 
Manchesur School, voL vii, no. l. Frank H. Knight's "Nationalism and 
Economic Theory," in EtAiJ:s of Competition· (New York, 1936), contains 
many penetrating remarks on this subject. Cf. also in the" Bibliography" 
III, lg, "Psychological and Sociological Elements in Economics." 
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which have been independently worked out. The distinction 
between theory and practice is by no means only that which 
scientists have naively been accustomed to conceive it to be 
-namely the distinction between superficial and more 
exact knowledge, between obscure and clear concepts, 
although of course this distinction, too, has a very large 
element of truth in it. It is primarily a matter of attitude to 
quite different levels of reality and of distinctive ways of 
dealing with reality. In pure theory and in empirical pre
cision the scientific investigation of social phenomena has 
attained a high level. But as regards the technique · of 
synthetic observation an intelligent journalist or a leading 
man of affairs often states the problem in a much more 
sophisticated way. 

We can now consider a few examples which show how 
partial thinking at the level of discovery underlies the 
whole approach and framework of the . main achievements 
of modern sociological research. We shall show further how 
this frame of reference excludes everything which would 
facilitate the transition of scientific work into planned 
thinking with its interdependent approach to social problems, 
and so into the real world of practical life as it exists in 
present day society. 

What are the greatest accomplishments of the social 
sciences and on what are they based ? Inasmuch as we are 
not concerned here with a detailed methodology and logic, 
we will summarize briefly the :p-iQSt . striking processes of 
thougnt in those achievements which lie within the frame
work of our problem.1 In an ascending series from the con
crete to the most abstract, we have the following types of 
theoretical approach:-

(a) Exact description a of concrete, individual social facts 
1 . As regards .the following study, cf. my statements in Die Gegenwarts

aufgaben der Soziologie (Tiibingen, 1932), where I tried to make use of 
a framework not unlike the methodological outline given above to detet
mine the fields of sociology and their doctrinal form. 

• 01:>viously this pure description of unique phenomena already contains 
within itself a tendency towards generality and repetition. H can be 
either " scientific " or. « artistic ''. Scientific description is on the level 
of inventive thinking, because it unconsciously picks out those features 
which.are fairly general and are needed for the reproduction of the object. 
That scientific description is not indiscriminate description can be seen 
by .this fact-that everything is not described but only those characteristie 
features which 11Ie "necessary for the understanding of the object", 
which simply means that we describe only what we would have to 
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(e.g. an exact description of the condition of a given family, 
of a given constitution, etc.). 

(b) Comparative description of a number of individual 
social facts which belong in the same category. We try to 
find out how the same phenomena may vary. By comparing 
a large number of families or constitutions in various 
periods and in various countries we may succeed in accurately 
defining the scope and the characteristics of the corre
sponding general concepts. Or we may find it more useful 
to introduce " types n which, just because they are less 
abstract than general concepts, will reflect more adequately 
the variability, and do more justice to the concrete ind1-
V1.duality, of the single facts compared. All this is almost 
entirely in terms of observation and description, but is not 
properly analytical knowledge. We ascend from this to :-

(c) The explanation proper of social objects in terms of 
causal connections. In order .to arrive at these we con
ceive of the existing objects as the result of past develop
ments. · At the same time we break them up into elements, 
the present combination of the latter as being the result 
of the interplay of forces and factors operating upon them, 
Thereupon we come to :-

(4) The point of view which searches for regularities in the 
operation of the general factors. This, however, works 
itself out at two levels-

(i) · in which the factors (forces) are understood on the level 
· of descriptiwe conupts in their concrete tangibility and 
immediacy; as common-sense observation usually copes 
with them.. . .• 

(ii} in which they ai:e reduced to even more general, 
more abstract,. more formalized principles (which are 
eµi.ptied to an incr~ing extent of their historical content). 

At . the lev~ of concrete description one could, for 
instance, define a constitution as the institutional stabiliza
tlon {based . on cpntract) of the fundamental duties· and 
rights of citizens and officials of the state~ Only a precise 
;i.µalysis shows. tha,t the concepts which are. applied here 
ue acl hoe concepts, .that is to say coillmon~sense obsezy-a-
ti~n pr-«luced.. them rather vaguely. They can be further 

··.bow•. if· .. we ~ted to chailge or fo produce the object. ~ artistic . 
. description ~. the ,imque. has a qu~ different guiding principle, · namely 
~ .. ~ulation of moods and sentiments, cilltural values, and so .on,; 
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investigated and reduced to those simpler processes of which 
they are made up. "State," "contract," "institutionali
zation," "duties," "rights," "freedom," "obligation," 
" power," etc., are complexes which must be carefully 
observed in their actual working and reinterpreted as 
potentials of forces or as the interplay among them. A 
second definition which would conceive of the constitution 
as a formal crystallization of the existing balance of power 
between the various groups in the community struggling 
for supremacy can indeed transcend the concr.ete facts to 
the extent that it finds that the essence of the constitution 
is something which is not directly perceptible, but which is 

· a principle from which most of the specific contents of 
concrete individual constitutions could be explained. 

Now one can be even more precise in the explanation of 
these principles which represent fundamental forces and can 
ask further: What is really meant by power? The answer, 
" It is every action which compels certain actions in others '' 
-will, because of its still greater abstractness and generality, 
bring out the common elements in a wide range of phenomena 
which, at the level of concreteness, are still radically different 
from one another. By means of this abstraction, it becomes 
evident that in addition to the quite obvious and tangible 
forms of power in which physical coercion . appears, there 
are also elements of power in economic life, in adminis
trative machinery, in the agencies which form o:pinion, 
Hence, in considering the struggle for state power byvarious 
group$ andin the definition ofthe balance of power, all these 
factors must be brought under a common rubric and taken 
fully into account. In other words : . · by deepening the· pro
cess of abstraction in the right way, the increasingly formal 
definitions embrace more and more concrete processes and 
phenomena which could formerly be regarded as ultimately 
irreducible facts. (In the same way, " freedom" can be 
further formalized and reduced to the most abstract 
principles. Cf. our own attempt at a definition, p. I6o, 
footnote), 

The· tendency in all these processes of thought, fo re.duce 
concret~ ideas to more abstract ones (a stage through which 
all sciences which strive for precision must pa.ss),is to be 
found . also in the attempt to reduce the multiplicity of 
social phenomena. to a number of fundamental processes 
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and axiomatic concepts. This method aims at explaining 
every social event in · terms of these axiomatic processes 
and relationships. Where questions of control and social 
guidance are. at stake, it is hoped that ultimately certain 
desirable ends can be brought about by working in terms 
of these basic concepts. At the same time this reductive 
process implies a tendency to measure those elementary 
factors in terms of quantity. 

If one examines this programme more closely, it is 
obvious that two things have been omitted, apparently 
intentionally. One is the absolutely exact perception of 
the individual event as we meet it in unique situations (the 
"accidental", the "historical"), and the other is the 
investigation of those regularities and inter-connections, 
those principia media, which do not operate in every society 
but which define the particular character of a certain social 
pattern. We will have something more to say about these 
principia media later on. In what follows we will point 
out that implied in the scientific frame of reference described 
above, is·. a mode of thought which begins with the setting of 
immediate goals, i.e. it is on the level of inventive thinking. 
Only the man who is interested in producing isolated 
individual · objects according to a general principle will try 
to discover the general laws governing . their origin and 
transformation of a whole class of object. Such a person 
has advanced beyond chance discovery to the extent that 
he does not take the objects as he finds them ; he ignores 
their unique and individual qualities and goes back to 
general factors, in order to recombine them so that he may 
" invent " a new object. The tacit intention which is at 
work even in the most remote processes of sociological 
thought in its search for laws and generalizations, is the 
question : How can I . satisfy this or that social need with 
the aid of a measure or institution which is to be based 
on general principles of social interaction ? But this question 
is asked. without entering. more deeply into the way 
in .. which this institution is embedded in the concrete 
environment; A direct leap is made from immediate con
creteness .· into the sphere of the most general laws and 
principles. In this-as in every attempt to transcend the 
particular historical framework-the fact remains that in 
these processes of thought a type of mind is at work which 
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sees individual objects and individual relationships within 
the framework of a " world in general " but which does not 
at the same time, try to rebuild the actual framework in 
which these individual objects are expected to function. 
The seemingly. great abstraction which prevails in this 
treatment does not arise from the broad and creative con
ception of the world peculiar to the abstract type of 
approach, but rather from a remoteness from the world, if 
by " world " one understands the interdependence of a 
particular event with the manifold factors which really 
cause it. This highly abstract method of thought is .the · 
highest refinement of an approach which seeks to realize 
both practically and theoretically only isolated individual 
objects, isolated individual causal sequences, isolated 
individual complexes of wishes, but which does not yet 
dare to concern itself with the concrete structure into which 
this individual object is to be integrated in .either theory 
or practice.1 · 

The social scientist in the next stage of social develop~ 
ment will be actuated neither by bravado nor by idle 

1 It is one of the peculiarities of the history of thought tha.t the develop• 
ment of a particular style of thought teu.ds to suppress or totally to 
obscure the significance of the remaining styles of experience and thought. 
We.shall show later (cf. Part'V, I, esp.p. 241 ff.,of the book) how our modern 
scientific development which is based on " inventive''. thinlting and 
ultimately 011 the. needs of technique, tends to obscure the fact that the direct 
physical and psychic contact and perception of an object affords an e_qually. 
vafid source of knowledge. It• is by no means· true. :that .these. o:ffer no 
knowle4'6-the knowledge we obtain thereby is m.erely.anentitely different 
type.from that abstract inventive knowledge whieh tries to "produce'!,. 
and ". use " the object and therefore conceives of it in functional tenns. 

Inventive thinking does not confine itself to the object as it presents 
itself immediately. The. above classi1ication of theoretical approaches, 
ranging. from the most concrete to the most abstract, . shows '!:his clearly. 
Knowledge based on intuition, on the other hand,. keeps very close to the 
object at hand and tries to extract its information from the object as it 
:finds it. The intuitive a.p~roach does 11ot aim s.t· understanding the object 
with a view to COllSt:ructing it out of its elements. Inventive thinking, ·· 
however, even when it is more abstract. is ~ncerned with reptoduction 
of the object. Intuitive knowledge is for this · reason CQlldenuied tio 
remain mute and unconstructivd .. · Just as the unconscious. fOl'ces . which 

· ate at work .at the level of chlulce discovery may in time become cpU0it 
. in the. nature of their ;;t.chievements, so there are. ways of becoming a.l'l"8.r8 
1 of .that knowledge which is implied fa int\lition. We Dlll.Y descriJ>.e. as 

:romantic all attem)ilts to main~ ·. the intrinsf.c . value of. the . intuitive 
approach, and of .all types of human !iJ1dersta.udhl$. whi~ ·~·. ~ 
,wppr~ ,orat least obscured by hi.ei;ea.swg technol'?gieal rationalization. 
niey have a .. historical•function because· they save olderforms.·ot. ~
li,c;tge, which oth~ would. be threatened. with. extmction. '10 ~ 
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ambition when he searches for methods which will do justice 
to the actual context in which the individual object exists. 
He will be forced to seek such methods, since a mere mass 
of single objects abstractly construed and an accumulation 
of partially regulated practices and institutions will no longer 
function smoothly. The practical man of affairs who notices 
for the first time how various actions conflict with one 
another will be led more rapidly than the scientist from the 
experience of these real conflicts to a qualitatively different 
type of thinking about them. The social scientist, on the 
other hand, at first scarcely does more than intensify those 
strivings for accuracy which he has inherited from a previous 
stage of social activity. 

This discrepancy between science and practice (the 
scientific approach lagging behind the practical one) seems 
to be vitally important in the social sciences. It is due to a 
social. division of functions, so that in our field the 
practical person is much closer to the subject-matter than 
the theorist. Nevertheless, as in every case of division of 
labouri here, too, those who are working at a common task 
must. guard against getting too far away from one another. 
The necessary correction, however, at the advanced stage 
of differentiation at which we now find ourselves, can 

belong Goethe's " theory of colours ", and, in a certain sense, modem 
"Gestalt" theo:ry,. phenomenology, .and the German "philosophy of 
e,xistence ", and so '91L 

Eve:rytbill!J we ha.ve said above concerning illterdepe11dent thinkillg 
.and f1riftfipia me4ia, is contl'a:ry t? the trend of intuitive thOUJht. But 
our ium 1$ not that of the Romantics-to escape the general rationalizing 
pr0Cl!$S of modern times. We want so to reline and extend the methods 
of n.tional analysis that they enable '1S to grasp scientifically the concrete 
object in its concrete· eontext. This is true even when the type of 
investigator who still works on the level r.\f abstract invention and the 
separation of the . spheres looks upon interdej.>endent thinking as an 
mcui:sion into the rea.lm of the irrational. For him facts which lie outside 
his ~e of abstraction are incomprehensible, irrational facts, which 
~e wul gladly leave to the intuitive-inuxledia.te perception and irrationality 
of ,the . romantics. He forgets, however, , two things, namely that . these 
;riffcipia · ,nedia a.re in:ationalities olily when me.asured by his absti:a.ct 
system :of co-ordinates, and that the method which has .been described 
here .does ~ t:ry to grasp the .individual by inJuition or by arpre
. llensi~- {Schau), but :ra.ther through a. further. di1ferentiation o the 
r&ti~ ~e of.reference. Wlien once this is seen, it is interesting 
to: o~ mithe1' that· the. highest stage of · :ra.tionaliza.tion-pla.nned 
thought-has in the end. the same tasks as intuitive thought-viz .. to 

· .. ~ ·· ...... ·.tlle COll<i'ete object in its concrete context. But whereas intuition 
~ 1;Jlis in avoiding rational analysis, p~ thinking does it with the 

· ',._ of nfined and ela.bo,ate i!ls~ents of thought. · · 
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succeed only if we come back again and again to the original 
frame of reference, compare it with the new situation, a.nd 
so discover the next steps to be taken. 

To look at the problem from another angle, let us now 
ask of what the prevailing methods of thought and the 
most important accomplishments of our scientific research 
consist, apart from the methods already mentioned. The 
answer is primarily in specialization. Specialization will 
always exist as long as there is anything like a division of 
labour in scientific research. Only the following remain 
then as decisive questions :-

(a) In which direction and on what principle is the 
specialization conducted ? 

(b) To what degree and at what later stage of .the 
investigation is the reality which has been divided up for 
purposes of specialization, recombined and reintegrated? 

Modern specialization in scientific work follows two lines. 
First that of subject-matter, and secondly that of method. 
Specialization of subject is a self-evident necessity. A single 
investigator cannot occupy himself with every possible 
phase of social life. In this sense we must give our assent 
when one investigator concerns himself with the family, 
or, specializing still further, with the family at given period 
or of a given social class ; another with constitutions, and so 
on. This specialization will not do any harm as long as one 
remembers that one is dealing with fragments of a. larger 
context. 

If we look at specialization from the point of view of 
method, we shall see that it follows the method of abstraction 
we have already described. We do not examine every 
fragmentary aspect of the situation which confronts us ; we 
consider th.e situation according to abstract principles, which 
when logically carried out,. lead to the creation of the 
so-called "pure spheres". One studies, for instance, the 
family in · its different manifestations from a political, an 
economic, an educational, a biological, or a psychological 
point of view and on . the basis of this abstraction, homo'
geneous fields are set up· in which only political, economic, 
educational, biological, or psychological aspects emerge. 'This 
type of specialization does not so much deal with fragments 
as cross-sections of the whole and it is clear cut and con
sistent when it carries through its abstractions with 
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unambiguously defined concepts. This way of cutting out 
a cross-section of the total context which arises from the 
necessities of the division of labour, is admissible and highly 
fruitful as long as it is not forgotten that we are dealing 
only with fragments, cross-sections, and spheres of reality. 

Thus the organic unity of events is severed by analysis in 
two directions, and this division becomes.even more marked 
when specialization in subject is combined with a rigid 
separation of spheres, so that the family, the constitution, 
and so on, are investigated only from some abstract point 
of view. Thereby a double removal from concrete reality is 
realized : the degree of abstraction which has been brought 
about through specialization of subject-matter is intensified 
by a division into separate spheres. 

But this, too, is admissible and indeed even necessary, 
for without preliminary specialization in subject-matter 
precise observation is not possible; without abstraction 
from some point of view, no concepts are possible which 
will be sufficiently clear-cut for analytical purposes. For 
us the question reappears in a different fo:rm : How far does 
our science attempt to reintegrate, after the two-fold act 
of specialization has taken place ? 

Here we can make the following remarks. Either we 
remain at the level of specialization of subject-matter and 
no one undertakes to bring the fragments together according 
to their real structure, or, if integration does take place, 
abstraction and the separation of the spheres still persist and 
integration occurs only in the specialized individual dis
ciplines, so that we have pure economics, pure psychology, 
pure sociology, etc. But no one reconstructs theoretically 
the whole. from the pieces, or shows the real interdependence 
ofthespheres in an everyday concrete setting.1 

1 American· sociology became famous. in the· fifteen years . after the 
World War for .its intensive thematic specialization which bore very 
fruitful results, in the form of new techniques for empirical research and 
in the exact knowledge of specific subjects. . Since the great depression, 
bowever, a growing discontent with. this type of specialization has been 
evk!ent and has borne fruit in a number of works. Most recently the 
S.ocial Science Research Council, . through its Committee on Studies on 
the S<lCial Efiects of the Depression, has pµblished a. series oHhirteen 
mo1;1ographs whi~h outline possible research projects on a wide.variety of 
subJects, and. which. represent. a. great advance m the overcommg of this 
• earlier unplanned specialfa:i.tion. · Cf. Studies· on the Social Effects. of the 
1)eP,e$sion, Social Science Research Council, Bulletins 27-39 (New York 1&37), . .. . . . · . . ' 
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Here, too, it could be said that as long as this method of 
splitting up reality continued to work smoothly in the sense 
that it corresponded to the kind of practice prevailing in 
that age no objection could be made to it. The most 
important criticism of this approach as the only possible 
scientific way of thinking arises, however, from the fact that 
at the stage of reconstruction and planning reality can no 
longer be mastered by the exclusive use of these older 
methods. 

It has become clear that we cannot do without the kind 
of thinking which distinguished the stage of invention. 
Neither the demand for theoretical accuracy which this 
mode of thought expresses-nor the detailed precision 
which is the result of specialized observation-should 
be pushed into the background. It must, however, be 
made equally clear that the tasks which confront the 
social sciences to-day reach far beyond the framework of 
investigation presented above. 

IV 

THE INDIVIDUAL AND THE UNIQUE 

The use of general principles as instruments for per
ceiving and controlling individual objects and relationships 
and compassing immediate ends, meets with obstacles when 
society consciously begins to direct its own course, not in 
isolated details, but as a whole. At this stage it is evident 
for the first time that every object exists not in a " world 
in general " but rather in a particular world with a structure 
which becomes more and more cramped and rigid, because 
it is built on unchangeable foundations, Of course it 
was previously known that the individual object as it is 
found in concrete reality is something more than the result 
of the interplay of a number of general laws. It was assumed, 
however, that one was dealing only. with. a. <tworld in 
general" and that the deviations in the individual case 
were due to .some a.s yet unknown factors which in their 
tum also sprang from general principles .. The uniqueness of 
the individual fact .was regarded as· inscrutable, not because 
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it existed in a particular world with its own peculiar forces, 
governed by principia media which were not necessarily 
contained in general laws ; but either because a still 
unrecognized general factor was thought to be combined 
with known principles in its occurrence; or because its 
individuality seemed to spring from a source of its own. 

Every society based on specialization and division of 
labour, produces in practice separate and more or less 
isolated institutions and relationships, but does not create 
the whole social fabric. This was the reason why such. a 
society could afford to minimize all those deyiations which 
arose from the peculiar individual character of certain 
situations and patterns of culture. At this stage of develop
ment most institutions grew up by themselves and were 
modified by conscious action only in a very gradual way. 
Any independent invention, such as a new constitu
tion, a new military organization, a new type of school, 
was only apparently an entirely new creation. The essential 
part of it arose from a slow, traditional, selective process 
of discovery. It was only at a later date that constitutions 
were codified, systematized, and institutionalized-originally 
they were the direct product of infinitely complex conflicts, 
the expression of varying conditions of equilibrium in the 
social structure. Exactly the same is true of a new military 
organization or a new educational programme : each of them 
makes use of what already exists, consciously modifying 
it according to principles with a view to some more or 
less explicit goal, so that in the end it takes on the guise of 
a new. creation. But it was largely assumed that the 
excessively abstract principles used in constructing this 
new social creation would lose their rigidity and adapt 
themselves to the particular principia media of the particular · 
concrete situation, and the entire structure would in this 
way adapt itself to thelarger world in·which it would have 
to exist. The product of abstract principles would be 
" run in" through usage and practical experience, and would 
become individualized-at least, so· it was hoped ... But the 
more thoroughly organized the division . of labour and 
differentiation. of functions in our society become, the less 
they can rely on uncontrolled " chances'' to bring about 
adjustment and to give a vital elasticity to " artificially " 
constructed social institutions. As t~e goes on, even the 
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individual case must be thought out in advance if it is not 
to have an arbitrary effect on its surroundings. The handi
craft system of production could still transmit the technique 
of making things to its apprentices knowing that individual 
combinations and adaptations would produce the best results. 
The large taylorized plant must exclude every individual 
personal opc,ration. The older forms of administration could 
work with a staff of voluntary and unpaid administrators 
whose traditional class-outlook, combined with a general 
education and worldly wisdom, made for the best decisions 
in each particular case. The thoroughly organized adminis
trative machinery of ~ modem industrial society requires a 
technically trained specialist to occupy the positions 
formerly filled by voluntary officials from among people 
of rank. Every decision both in its formal aspect as well as 
in its inner intention must be made according to rules and 
the individual cases must be foreseen as completely as 
possible.1 In this way men are forced even against their will 
to give their attention not merely to general laws, which 
must be known here, too, but also fo the task of thinking 
out those special laws which hold good only in special 
spheres of society at a given place and time. The increase 
in the complexity and interdependence of events, the 
necessity of predetermining the exact individual form of a 
process or institution and its individual adaptation, which 
formerly took care of itself, compels us to searcl:-. for principia 
med-ia. 

The accurate description of a social situation confronts 
us with a problem which we meet with in nature, but in a 
far less urgent form. 2 In nature, too, we deal with special 
spheres. So a marsh provides a closed system of special 
conditions which are produced by ecology, by the inter
dependent metabolism of the creatures living together in 
this particular environment, and by the history of the 
marsh in question. But we have never had to set up and 
direct the entire system of nature as completely as we are 
forced to do to-day with our society, and therefore we have 

1 In this connection cf. Max Weber, Wirtschaft und Gesellschaft, vol. ii, 
part iii, chap. vi, "Blirokratie," pp. 650 seqq. 

1 When, in the sphere of technology and n;l.tural science, we say a 
machine must be "run in", we mean precisely this close adaptation of 
the parts to each other and to the external situation which is so difficult 
to. grasp by means of abstract principles. · 

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



176 THOUGHT AT THE LEVEL OF PLANNING 

never had to penetrate into the history and structure of the 
individual worlds of nature. Mankind is tending more and 
more to regulate the whole of its social life although it has 
never attempted to undertake the creation of a second 
nature from the primary forces which are given in nature. 
When we have gone so far as to regulate the movements of 
clouds and, to make use of individual forces regularly and 
for particular purposes according to certain rules of 
experience, when we have controlled climate in the same 
way as it is becoming necessary for us to control social 
factors, and when we try to draw into the framework of our 
regulation all the laws of biology in their concrete inter
actions, then we will be faced with the same problem in the 
world of nature as now confronts us in the world of society : 
namely the treatment of a particular historical and local 
stage in the total system of nature as a relatively self
contained whole, working according to certain principles 
which are peculiar to it. But since we have not yet gone so 
far and since it is also doubtful whether we will ever arrive 
at such. a point in nature, we must, rather, content ourselves 
with the observation of general forces in order to combine 
them for the attainment of unique and partial goals.1 

There does not seem to be any immediate need here for 
absol:ute interdependent thinking, and we can rest content 
with the vague statement that uniqueness in nature is 
made up of countless contingent situations and forces. 

This last formulation, however, obscures the fact that in 
certain spheres of life not all situations are accidental and 
that certain facts, forces, and principles are characteristic. 
In. general the expression " accidental " applied to facts, 
forces, and principles makes sense only if one explains at the 
same time how one. defines for purposes of contrast th,e 
te:rms " constant " and " necessary. ". 

l£ the question is put in this way it becomes clear that 
at··· the· . stage of . abstract thinking most concrete events 
were thought to be accidental, because people's attention 

. was. focus~ only .on the creation of an abstract object and 
! · 1 liere 011r previous remark that we exclude ilatnre from our construction 
qf social retation~hips t>«:omes significant. Nature enters into 011r social 
~ti~ Qnlf in .fragmen~ .torn ~om their .. context as for example, 
wfi~. 1t becomes. a part of technical- maii,ipnlation. (Cf. p. 155 n,) 
Nothing tha:t is exclllded from these relationships becomes a problem 
.from a socW pomt of view; · · · · 
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on the factors which formally could be said to determine it. 
Had we sought also to remould the concrete environment, 
everything we had hitherto called" accidental" would have 
become divided into those facts, forces, and PI'.inciples which 
were really accidental and those which in their concrete 
form were really essential to this particular sphere. In other 
words we would then be working on the level of principia 
media of the sphere involved. 

V 

THE UNIQUE AND THE GENERAL IN HISTORY AND THE 

PROBLEMS THEY PRESENT TO LOGIC 

It is now time to speak about these principia media in 
greater detail.1 We have so far observed that they are in 
a certain sense a kind of regularly recurring special laws, 
special relationships of a certain historical phase in a 
particular social setting. Superficial insight into their 
character has led many thinkers to speak of a special 
historical logic and has misled them into believing that the 
individual destiny of each historical epoch is entirely 
independent of the general laws of events.· Historians have 
tried to grasp the uniqueness of each epoch as something 
which can be understood only by immediate intuition 
(Romanticism) or to deduce it as a type of unique historical 
dialectic (historicism, Hegelianism, and Marxism). The first 
solution renounced scientific methods in the study of history 
completely. The second constructed two independent and 
co-existent logics ; a generalizing logic which deals with 
what is general, and another which traces the relationships 

1 John Stuart Mill in Systm:i of Logic: Ratiocinative and Inauctive, 
vol. ii, book 6, chap. 5, sec. 5, employs the expression princifria m.edia. 
He himself derives it from Bacon. To a certain point our use of the 
expression principia media and Mill's e,re alike ; the differences atise 
where our general principles differ from his. Since the German edition 
of this book in which I presented the theory of principia media against 
the background of planned. thinking, Adolf LOwe in his Economics and 
Sociology, London, 1935, hasfruitfully:fu,rth,erdeveloped some of the main 
aspects of .it: A very stimulating criticism of his presentation is to be found 
in T. Parson's article in American Journal of Sociology, 1937, vol. 43, no. 3, 
pp. 477 ff. Cf. also M. Gin13berg's presentation of the principia media. in 
his Sociology, London, 1934, which discusses the corresponding problems 
in the traditio:nal setting as they appiiar in Mill's writings. 
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between events in a unique historical issue. As the latter, 
theoretical approach creates a dialetic which is entirely 
independent of a generalizing theory of factors, it is also 
inclined to use unscientific methods. In its concrete form it is 
mainly inspired by a philosophy of history, which draws its 
vision of the course of history from the particular aims of 
certain groups. We think that in spite of this the exponents 
of the dialectical approach rightly understood that the 
individual development of certain historical and social 
units had to be studied scientifically and could not simply 
be left to the causal epic style of the historian. The mistake 
they made was to reconstruct the individual framework of 
a society, or its individual development without taking 
uni~rsal factors into account. · 

The principia med.ia which we wish to introduce into the 
discussion are in the last analysis universal forces in a 
concrete setting as they ~ome integrated out ()f the 
various factors at work in a given place at a given time-,; 
a particular combination of circumstances which may never 
be repeated. They are, then, on the one hand,· reducible to 
the general principles which are contained in them (that is 
why the method of abstraction, described above, has 
achieved so much). But on the other hand, they are to be 
dealt.with in their concrete setting as they confront us at a 

. r.ertain stage of development and must. be obse'rVed within 
their individual patterns,· with .certain characteristic sulr 
prmciples which are peculiar to them alone. . 

The layman whe observes the social world intefiigently
understands. events primarily .by the. unconscious use of 
such pri1J,Cipi,a media. His thinking is characterized, however, 

· by the. fact that he constantly tends to confuse general 
principles of the .social structure as such with their concrete. 
forms as they come to exist at a definite time or in a specific 
social .order. In static periods he is unable •. in any case, to 
distinguish between a general abstract social law and 
~cular principles. which. obtain only in a certain epoch, 

• !WJ.Ce in periods of only slight .. variability, the divergences 
between these .two t3WS do. not become dear to the observer. 

· The real collSfants. an<l. the principles peculiar to. a single age 
. • have ~ sw;ne degree of fixity at S'!lCh a time. 

Let U$ now: try 1D,OJ;e accurately to trace the emergence 
,of #i~ 11Uli4· in ev~day experience. Everyone Jives 
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in expectation of possible events. In this sense all human 
life is bounded by an horizon of expectations. Our horizon 
of expectations reckons with events which rest on the con
stancy of social experience, as for example, the constancy 
of the social guarantees that certain social Cl!lStoms and 
usages will be followed, that certain social hierarchies will 
be respected, and so on. It also takes into account, however, 
a great number of unforeseeable facts. When we eagerly 
take up a newspaper we are already prepared for the 
occurrence of certain kinds of events which interest us for the 
very reason that we cannot foresee in detail what they will 
be. Although we always leave a gap in our horizon for 
unforeseen facts; that certainly does not mean that we are 
prepared for anything-that we have an equally intense and 
concentrated attitude towards all categories of events. 
We think it probable that the newspaper will report .a case 
of robbery or that the cabinet has fallen. or that certain 
commodity prices :fluctuate in a certain area. In other words : 
we are prepared to perceive facts and complexes of facts.of a 
certain · type, of a certain order of significance, which we 
expect .as "normal" and relevant. The single. facts may 
vary ; the framework and the system of co-ordinates into 
which they must .be dovetailed remains more or less 
constant as long as the whole social situation. is stable, 
and its development is continuous. · · 

The range of expectations of the man who lives in an 
age· where the social structure is changing throu,gh and• 
through is quite different. He not only takes i.nto account 
innumerable individual·facts which h.e has· never experienced 
before-for in this respect. .he is . like the person living in 
a static society ; .he is also prepared for a possible change 
in the principles governing the ·new. kinds of facts which 
emerge and combine in unexpected forms. One. then takes 
into account, for instance, not only :fiuctuations in the bµyitig 
power of· money. but also. the. possibility of a eom;Pl!te 
collapse of .the monetary system.; one :i:eckons not. only :wtth· 
the possibilities of· ·a (;:8.binet change but. also ·\Vith· the·.·. 
pos$ibility that a noti-parliamentary government will seize 
power or even that no state power at all :Will be .able to 

· establisb itself, or that a state power will.change its princi~ 
, with regarcl to tlle useofforce.and propaganda •. 01).8 ~ft{ ; · · 
allow for the :fa~t, n<>t m~r~y that individuals may suqd~y • 
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become untrustworthy and untruthful, but that in whole 
spheres of relationships, in the economic realm or in private 
life, the former trustworthiness and honesty on which one 
could normally rely, has suddenly disappeared because 
war, revolution, and disintegration almost amounting to 
civil war have destroyed the framework of social events on 
which, in the last analysis, the older behaviour was actually 
based. In such times we may speak of discarding an earlier, 
more limited, " horizon " for a broader range of expectations. 
In such periods the history of mankind reveals itself in a 
much more essential form ; it gives the observer the chance 
to understand the now shifting levels of those principia 
media which were the basis and framework of a single age 
in social history. In cases like these social scientists are 
given the opportunity of dividing those structural laws, 
which they thought were eternal, from those on which a ,,, 
single epoch, or stage of development was founded. There 
is the further possibility of diagnosing correctly those facts 
which first emerged individually and in apparent isolation, 
which did not fit into the older structure and which 
suggested the new principle of organization, and of formu-
lating the new structural law which is emerging in the 
grouping of these facts. 

In order to give a more accurate picture of what we call 
principia media we will cite, in contrast with the more com
plicated laws mentioned above, further types of. principia 
media, which are bound up with a definite historical 
structure. Recent studies in the sociology of law 1 once more 
confirm that the fundamental principle of formal law by 
which every case must be judged according to general 
rational precepts, which have as few exceptions as possible 
and are based on logical subsumption, obtains only for the 
liberal-competitive phase _of capitalism and not, as Max 
Weber believed, for capitalism in general. 2 

The aim of this basic principle was to allow the capitalistic 
~ties_ to a contract to calculate the results of a lawsuit 
in adyance. At an earlier period of capitalist development 
the contracting parties appear before the law with approxi-

1. Cf. concerning th_e facts cited Neumann, F., Koalitionsfreiheit und 
ReichS1Jerjassung, Berlin, 1932, p. 53; Hedemann, J. W., Die Fliicht in 
die Generalklauseln (Tilbingen, 1933); Geiler, K., Beitriige zum Wirt
s&h«ftsrechl, Mannheim. 1932. 

• Cf. his " Rechtssoziologie ,. in W irtschaft und Gesellfckaft, vol. ii. 
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mately equal strength at their · disposal ; but in the later 
stage of monopoly capitalism, the partners are of unequal 
political and economic power, and we find an increasing 
element of juridical irrationality in the shape of legal 
formulre which leave the decision of the case to the dis
cretion of the judge, dispensing with the old principles of 
formal law. Such clauses as the consideration of " public 
policy ", " good faith " or the interests of the " concern 
in itself " give the judge the chance to disregard 
the formal and equalitarian application of the law 
and to open the door to the influence of the real holders of 
power in society. That corporation law is being increasingly 
applied to the prejudice of the smaU investor is likewise a 
symptom of this development which favours the few who 
already have power against the many who have not. 

In this way, under apparently democratic rule, at the stage 
of monopoly capitalism, a situation is developing which in 
Fascism is openly proclaimed: i.e. inequality before the law. 

The correlations . between liberal competitive capitalism 
and formal law, and between monopoly capitalism and 
increasing legal irrationalism are (as far as they can be 
proved correct) historically limited principia media. 

There is another psychological generalization which can be 
shown to be in fact only a principium medium. It used to 
be generally accepted that enforced unemployment would 
always create rebellious attitudes. But this is not true of 
the unemployment characteristic of the late capitalist age 
in which we live .. Chronic or structural unemployment .· as 
we know it, for the most part creates apathy rather than 
rebellion in the minds of its victims. The primary reason 
for this is that modem unemployment destroys the "life 
plan" of the individual. Under these circumstances 
rebellion and aggression lose their purpose and social 
direction.1 

Let us take. another principium medium which . does not 
apply .to all human behaviour but is bound up with a 
particular state of society. At the stage of late capitalism 
the classes· which are most typical· of earlier. . economic 
forms (small shopkeepers, artisans, small peasants). are 

1 I .intenti<'.>nallY cite examples which we b.a.ve dealt with in the course 
of our discussion in order to relate the methodological problem to the 
sequence of ideas that we have been dealing with here, Cf. p,. 104 n. 
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anti--proletarian as long as their hopes of social advancement 
are not completely destroyed and their proletarianization 
has not yet been carried through to the bitter end. To 
them must be added that new class of black-coated workers 
which is the product of modern large-scale business adminis
tration, and which in :opite of its recent origin, tends to 
act in a similar way to the older type of the lower middle 
class. But it would be wrong to infer that the lower middle 
classes whether the old or the new are always anti-prole
tarian. How they will behave and with whom they will 
co-operate depends entirely on their historical circum
stances. But however much we must take the principia 
media and the corresponding concepts (" late capitalism", 
" structural unemployment", " lower middle class ideology ", 
etc.), as concrete expressions of a special historical setting, 
it should nevertheless be borne in mind that what we are 
doing is differentiating and individualizing abstract and 
general determinants (general factors). The principia 
media are in a certain sense nothing but temporary groups 
of general factors so closely intertwined that they operate 
as a single causal factor. That we are essentially dealing here 
with general factors in an historical and individual setting is 
evident from our example. Our first observation implies the 
general principle of the functioning of a social order with 
freely contracting legal personalities ; the second, the 
psychological effect of unemployment in general, and the 
last, the general law that hopes of social advancement 

. tend to affect individuals in a way which obscures their real 
social position. It is no less a mistake to believe that the 
particular psychology of white-collar workers in its historical 
setting can be completely explained in terms of a general 
psychology of social advance, than it is to believe that the 
particular psychology of this social type in the late capitalist 
epoch can be worked out in full detail without taking 
into account the general principles of the human mind. 

These examples show that the principia media are con
stantly at work in everyday thinking and that they fill 
the horizon of the man in the street. The insecurity of 
modern man does not arise-as we have seen-from the 
occurrence of too much that is unexpected and novel. He has 
evidently accustomed himself to the variations in .individual 
facts. His disturbance is due rather to the fact that he has 

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



UNIQUE AND GENERAL IN HISTORY 183 

to transform the " principles " of his " horizon of expecta
tions" at a very rapid rate. If he fails in this, he despairs 
and like a character from Hebbel can only say, " The world 
is beyond me." Anyone who does not revise his principia 
media in time and cannot acquire an insight into con
temporary problems, will not only find the world " beyond 
him " but will indeed be overcome by it. 

Since the beginning of modern times, it has been the 
special task of sociological thinkers to understand the 
principia media of each new period. The existence of 
thinkers like Machiavelli and Thomas More was first made 
possible by the collapse of the feudal world and the emergence 
of the new capitalist structure of society. The achievements 
of Adam Smith, St. Simon, Lorenz von Stein, and Karl 
Marx also represent intellectual responses to important 
changes in the course of social dev(dopment. Our day, too, 
must strive with ever more determination to acquire such 
knowledge. But in our present situation it is no longer a 
matter just of discovering such new principia media without 
reference to their context : we must constantly study them 
in their mutual relationships and strive to exert some 
influence on them in our practical activity. 

The more we emphasize the total situation in our study 
of society, the more the concept of structure imposes itself 
upon our analysis. An epoch is dominated not merely by 
a single principium medium but by a whole series of them. 
A number of mutually related principia media, however, 
produce a structure, in which concrete patterns of factors 
are bound up with one another in a multidimensional way. 
In our frequent references to this multidimensionality, we 
have meant that while the economic, political, and 
ideological spheres (according to the cross-sections taken by 
different observers) each represent a single dimension of 
events as a whole, existing reality in fact consists in the 
mutual relationships between many such spheres and the 
concrete principia media at work in them. 

Every concrete complex of events, e.g. a change in 
cabinets or the rise and fall of an economic cycle-is .in 
itself a section of the whole structure, which every com
petent analysis. must be able to trace back more or less 
exactly to the individual events in question. Every important 
complex of even~ on the other hand, is not only a section 

l 
j 
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of the existing structure but at the same time carries · the 
multidimensional pattern a bit beyond the preceding stage. 
This structural change which is caused by the force of 
the cumulation of individual events must also be taken into 
account in every adequate description of the events them
selves. 

A large number of mutually related principia media 
form a structure. An interdependent change in a number 
of principia media constitutes a structural change. But 
there is nothing more mistaken than the assumption that the 
organization and trend of foe structural changes taking 
place in our society can be discovered by a scientist or a 
statesman at a glance. The so-called intuitive perception 
of a configuration (Gestaltschau) may claim to be able to 
grasp fundamental phenomena in a single psychological 
act-in a single act which is not simply the sum of elements 
which have previously been analytically understood. One 
is reminded in this connection of the well-known example 
of a melody which is immediately perceived as a whole and 
not as the mere sum of the single tones and intervals con
tained in it. But only in the sphere of sight and hearing 
are wholes in this sense immediately present and perceptible 
in a single psychological act. The structure of all the social 
and historical events of an epoch is by contrast too intricate 
to be understood at a glance. Nor is it directly perceptible. 
It can only gradually be grasped after long thought, in 
which all its elements are noted, compared, and combined. 

The most we can really see to-day is the interdependent 
modification of various principia media ··in the political, 
economic, technological, and psychological spheres. · These 
modifications must be viewed as interdependent, i.e. the 
points must be discovered where changes in the political 
sphere,. for instance, touch upon those in the economic, and 
where the changes in both these objective · spheres bring 
about a subjective change in the form of a new psycho
logical attitude. It is the proud claim of periods of 
sluggish development thatthey observe individual facts and 
the general abstract laws which govern. them ; but we have 
the chance to reveal more comprehensive· relationships 
and thefundamental changes taking place in them as they 
emerge~ 

Jre:ry .· method . of investigation has its own particular 
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standards of accuracy, as I pointed out elsewhere, and 
nothing could be more mistaken than the indiscriminate 
transfer of these standards from one problem to another. 
When one is trying to analyse isolated individual objects 
and the way in which they emerge and function it is 
probably best to reduce the concrete phenomenon to its most 
abstract elements, and to express these elements in a 
measurable form as far as possible. Where it is a question of 
the determination of a concrete "trend" or some other 
principium medium, this type of quantitative precision can 
be attained only very gradually and perhaps . never com
pletely. As a first approximation the problem is to make a 
qualitative analysis of these principia media, to distirtguish 
various factors and tendencies and to translate the chaos 
of facts into a correct description of the complicated inter
play of forces. It would be quite wrong to renounce this 
qualitative analysis only for the reason that it does not .or 
at least does not yet, come up to the ideal of measurability. 

The forced imposition of mathematical and mensurative 
methods has gradually Jed to a situation in which certain 
sciences no longer ask what is worth knowing but regard 
as worth knowing only what is measurable) As against 
this point of view we should insist thatin the social sciences 
we are absolutely bound to concern ourselves with the 
immediate task presented by the total social situation, 
and this can only be adequately grasped through quali
tative analysis. Only when this has been.·· cleared up 
should one consider how the complex problem can be 
analysed into simpler elements. . When this, too, has 
been achieved, we should . inquire how the results can 
be. verified by means of . simplified elements . and · how the 
broader original thesis necessarily follows from the individual 
points we have verified. Quantitative analysis cannot take 
place until a qualitative analysis has been made. The mere 
reduction of . a complex of social facts to measurable 
elements, gives proof of little scientific insight .. But it is a 
strictly scientific undertaking to verify our. knowledge at 
points where qualitative analysis admits of a quantitative 
control. 

1 Thus, many empirical investigations in the social sciences are made 
merely because the data are at .hand, and• not because .. the investigators 
are facei:I with pJ.:Oblem$ which they are i;eeking to solve. 
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In this way we can make the following assertion : (a) 
Individual facts and the factors which produce them should 
only be subject to measurement if their qualitative analysis 
has been sufficiently developed to make it clear that :figures 
do not register facts in the abstract, but verify the answers 
to clearly formulated hypotheses. (b) The abstract deter
minations of quantities themselves are largely inexact, 
inasmuch as they do not take into account the divergence 
from the general laws which are due to different simul
taneously existing principia media. 

For the research method which attacks its problem by 
counting and measuring, which only seeks abstract laws and 
aims at the description of units, regardless of their particular 
historical context, the studied neglect of these principia 
media is a source of error. Even the greatest precision in 
this sphere does not succeed in being precise as far as 
historical concreteness is concerned. If social research 
wishes to be loyal to its claims to accuracy, it must welcome 
every step which even through divergent methods, leads 
to the discovery of principia media. These principles are, 
it is not to be denied, very vague at first. The determina
tion of their relative importance rests :first on estimates 
which can to a considerable extent be demonstrated or 
refuted by the further course of development. When, for 
instance, it is stated that the present-day concentration 
of military instruments in a relatively small army, made up 
of profession.al soldiers, weakens the chances of general 
democratization and of the autonomy of the civil population 
while it strengthens the groups already in power, the thesis 
can be demonstrated or refuted by · the development of 
military technique and course of political events. At any 
rate, history can either· confirm . or refute such observations 
concerning the actual existence of certain principia media 
only when the sodal process .. has. previously been analysed 
into a larger number of such principia media. When only 
one or two such principza media are used to understand the 
total process,the investigator easily falls a prey to the danger 
of including changes which are due to another principle. 
This, for example, is the danger of an exaggerated economic 
interpretation, which from the standpoint . of its universal 
principle, as I wish to emphasize again and again, is easily 
led· either to obscure. entirely all the other psychological, and 
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political factors, or else to attempt to derive them from 
economic elements alone. But if, on the other hand, the 
investigator has at his disposal a rich network of such 
principia media, he has the chance of discovering further 
ones as time goes on and of noting, more and more accurately, 
how they interact in creating social changes. 

If there is, on the one hand, the danger of dogmatizing 
about various principia media and their significance in the 
social process (for instance, regarding as absolute the rble 
of economic or political factors in a given period), there is, 
on the other hand, the opposite danger that the principia 
will be simply placed side by side as equally significant forces, 
without any attempt to relate them with one another. It is 
very probable that the forces at work in a given society are 
of unequal weight and that there is such a thing as a 
hierarchy of principia media, particularly when the multi
dimensional structure is being described as a whole. As 
against a method which assigns equal weight to all factors 
and principles and which is at the very best, merely 
cumulative, there can be no doubt that those methods which 
give an axis to the. structure in the sense that they seek to 
establish either "independent variables" or a '' hierarchy 
of causal factors ", are on the right track. But such a 
"hierarchy" can be constructed only empirically, whereas 
most theorists are guided in deciding what is significant by 
certain expectations and prejudices which are characteristic 
of a prevailing scientific fashion or the interest of a given 
social class. The technician defends a . technological inter
pretation of history, the economist an economic inter
pretation, the politician a violence theory, .. and the 
unwoddly scholar an idealistic one. Their conflict can be 
settled not " philosophically " but rather empirically by 
uniting the standpoints of various observers. 

VI 
. OBSTACLES TO THE DISCOVERY OF THE pri~ipia media 

The main difficulty in the discovery ofnew principia 
media is that we. have to search for them· among .. objects 
which are stillin the process of formation andwhichare 
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closely bound up with all om practical concerns, and further, 
because the standpoint from which we try to observe, them 
is in itself not entirely stable. We ourselves stand in the midst 
of the development and interplay of these active forces. 
Whoever believes that he knows in advance what path the 
individual principium medium will take, and exactly what 
structure society will tend to adopt, weakens from the very 
beginning his capacity for empirical observation of newly 
emergent changes, and treats a structure in the process of 
becoming as though it had already taken its :final shape. 
A scientific technique for describing the developing historical 
process must be worked out. This technique should. serve 
those who are trying to· discover existing trends and who 
are determined to deal with future events in terms of open 
alternatives, i.e. to approach ambiguous facts with.an open 
mind. This type of thinking conflicts with the need for 
security felt by the historian who likes to present a clear-cut 
picture of what is essentially an ambiguous past, and with 
the desire for certainty of the warring political groups. 

In order to make dear our own point of view, we wish 
to call to mind the distinguishing characteristics of two 
opposing views of history. 'fhefust is the post-mortem point 
of view o{the specialized historian. 

It 1s based on the idea that the present cannot be 
scientifically studied because it is still in the process of 
emergence and that it is impossible to know which series of 
facts is really important. This emphasis on the post-mortem 
point of view compared with an approach in statu nascendi 
does not appear to arise from the objective difficulties 
of the problem, but rather from the subjective anxieties of 
the scholar. The danger that in the study of past events one 
will fail to grasp that detailed network of human relation
ships which lends itself to immediate observation in the 

' present, seems to be much greater than the danger of going 
astray in evaluating and weighing present factors. As a 
matter of fact, no one has as yet really understood the 
present fromthe past who did not approach the past with the 
will to understand . the present. The. nonnal process . is·· as 
follows :. we comprehend past situations by means of 
analogous or contradictory forms which occur·. in our own 
oonten1.porary world. This sense of actuality (in the best 
meaning of the word) which viewsJife in actu and thereby 
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• gives actuality to the past, remams the nerout ,erum of all 
historical. and social knowledge. · 

.The post-mortem point of view is entirely in the wrong 
when it attempts to determine after a series of. events 
has taken place. which factors and principia .medi1i were . 
important. The most fundamental error of which the post• 
mortem view of history is guilty is that it regards every
thing that has happened as the only thing that could possibly 
have happened. Thus it obscures what is always clear to 
the rational observer who studies the .subject in statu 
nascenai, namely that in every historical event numerous 
factors are acting upon one another and very . often the 
ostensible triumph of one by no means annihilates the·rest, 
but merely makes them less apparent, on the surface, than 
those factors the significance of which is more immediately 
perceptible. The. sudden emergence of surprising new 
situations is very often nothing but such previously sup
pressed and obscured factors coming to the fore. In times of 
turmoil the " horizon " of• expectations, as we have seen, 
discloses . all the contemporary principia media .in statu 
· nascendi and through the uncertainty of the entire future, 
emphasizes the wealth of the various possibilities. The task 
of really scientific observation is to describe these principia 
media as multiple possibilities.1 . . · · 

Also opposed to the scientific attitude are the political 
groups, which, in their view of the present, treat the develop-· 
ing principia media as if they knew. fqr certain what their 
outcome· would· be. Thus they reno:ance. the experimen~ 
attitude in favour of a prophetic one. ·. This, too, is.a.post
mortem approach, and is basically .. related to. that of .the 
historian. What it really does when it claims to grasp the 
significance of events which are taking place and to ren4er 
unproblematic what· is really problematic is no more than 
to descri~ dogmatically what will happen in terms of its. 
own: wishes. ·. Then, on the basis of this as yet unrealizect 
future condition, ..if undertakes to give meaning .to wh~t.is 

· 1. For insta:nce, as.we tried to do with the comlicting ptinciples of i;he ci:m:
centration of the means of po'wer making forminor:ity:nzle, and tu~ · . 
. democxa~tioi,. CQltnte.racting it:. o:r with the.description of the ~ 
situations. making :for. the growth of. ra~ty count,enctied ~ 1;he 
forces making tor. the growth of m:afionality. Cf •.. ~ I , m ·. this 
book. .. .. .· ' . ... ' ' . . . : ... . . . . ' 
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still in process of development. Events are accordingly 
interpreted in terms of this anticipated future. This point 
of view may have its advantages for political behaviour. 
The fact that one can pretend to state with certainty which 
road to follow sometimes enables one to influence broad 
groups as well as individuals, whose attitude is decisive in 
crucial situations. In doing this one not only prophesies 
history but also, in part, makes it. The political advantage 
of this unswerving loyalty to the one desirable possibility 
has, however, the disadvantage that, when in times of 
crisis, mistakes are brought to light, the over dogmatic 
politician camtot easily readapt himself. Under these con
ditions self-correction, which is indispensable for group 
activity, can be carried out only after severe setbacks and 
with heavy sacrifices. 

Besides the post-mortem approach to history and the 
prophetic attitude of determined politicians, we must plead 
for a third method of observation which is in statu nascendi 
and proceeds in terms of an experimental attitude. A 
method of approach must be developed which treats the 
horizon of expectations as an open horizon, and not as a map 
which charts already established facts. The map serves 
only a traveller who treads a road already prepared for 
his coming. We, however, who are on the point of traversing 
a new section of our history, must find the way for our• 
selves. But we cannot build our roads just as we please. 
History presents us with a world full of obstacles. Faced 
with such obstacles, men in the age of magic would have 
tried to compel the hidden forces to act as they wished. 
In a later age religious fatalism, though active in carrying 
out individual undertakings, sought to leave events as a 
whole in the hands of God. The essential attitude of the 
planning age seems to be a synthesis of these two types of 
approach. Once more it displays the courage to intervene 
in the interplay of fundamental forces ; on the other hand 
it inherits something of the humility of the religious mind 
in that. it does not pretend to act as a creator of these forces, 
but rather as a strategist, who only watches over the factors 
at wor:k in society in order to detect the new possibilities 
which ar~ coming to the surface at the proper moment, 
and to remforce them at those points where vital decisions 
must be made. 
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VII 

r9r 

THE CONCEPTS OF ESTABLISHING, PLANNING, AND ADMINIS

TRATING MUST BE DISTINGUISHED FROM ONE ANOTHER 

The last sentence compels us to make a clear distinction 
between establishing or founding (Grundung) and planning. 
Establishing is one of the most advanced stages of in
vention. But within the meaning of our definition it is 
not, in fact, planning. We have already touched on the 
problem which arises here when we spoke of reconstructing 
society instead of building it anew. If the social world 
could be formed in the way in which one deals with single 
problems or immediate aims, rationalizes a factory or 
founds a city, or, in other words, creates individual things 
according to abstract laws and rules of thumb, then planning 
would not in itself be a new type of thinking. But since 
planning means an ever deeper penetration from central 
points into intervening areas which hitherto had been only 
very indirectly related to one another; a.nd ultimately involves 
the control of the whole of this still unplanned territory, 
behaviour which derives from the stage of inventive thinking 
could only have a disastrous effect in this sphere. It is not 
planning · in our sense when colonizing peoples found an 
entire city.. Such an enterprise is very like planning but 
it differs from it in two essential respects. 

The colonizing, founding or establishment of a city is dis
tinguished from. planning first by the fact that it builds the 
city in an abstract milieu. It considers the surrounding 
areas in its calculations from time to time ~ occasion 
demands but does not plan them as such. In spite of all 
precautions with regard to the inner course of events, . the 
total structure, as far as the outer world is concerned, is set 
up without a plan and can, under certain circumstances, go 
down like any historicallyt< evolved " city in the face of the 
competition of other . cities and other external difficulties. 
Thesecond way in which establishment is tobe distinguished 
from planning is that in establishment the materials of 
construction are first brought together and then placed in 
a predetermined relationship with one another. The house 
whichis to be built exists first on paper. If the finished 
building differs . from the blueprint· there is an error either 
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in the blueprint or in its execution. This certainly .does not 
mean that establishment is an act of creation. It would he 
creation only if the inner nature of the materials and the 
physical, chemical, and other regularities were created by 
the builder himself, it is sufficient for establishment or 
founding that the person who. draws up the plan makes use 
of forces given by nature, but does it in such a way that he 
produces something new in the sense that from the very 
beginning he brings together all the elements he needs for 
his building and organizes them according to his immediate 
aim. According to this definition a large scale organization, 
a rationally outlined system of railways and postal service, 
for instance, may have the character of an establishment.1 

In this sense society as a whole can never be established 
or founded, for the elements of which it is constructed are 
always found in a certain historical refationship. . The 
factors are never found as pure forces but are linked up 
with principia media, in certain groups, and interacting on 
different levels in a constantly changing society. 

All this does not mean that planning is impossible but 
rather that it should not be thought of as being the same 
as establishment or absolute innovation. Establishment 
proceeds from a :fixed and finished scheme which exists in 
the minds of the founders before it is earned out, and like 
the Fichtean ideas it is translated from this supersensory 
condition info actual fact. The problem of execution is no 
more than the problem of adequate means. Planning, on 
the other hand, begins with the use of what is immediately 
available. The ends, means, and foundations of planning 
exist on the same plane of historical reality : the crowding 
together . of men and things in society is the foundation 
of planning. This provides the means, and only on this 
basis can we attain our next goal, and undertake the 
moulding of society in the right way •. 

In dealing with principia media we. have no free, 
unlimited power of disposition. Instead of this, what we 
rieed is the right strategy by which to work. with or against 

1 Establishment in its pure. form is perhaps possible only in coloniza• 
tjoo, But even this. is enough to ind.ica.te its theoretical possibility. The 
fact._ f()l' ~ple, that our transport f,itjlities .have really growµ up 
tl'_ii4i:tionally in ;:he ~U!J8 that they lu,lve ~. tl)rough every stage from . =:=:: =~~~bilifyFn of a railway syJ>tem proves 
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the current in which these principia are moving, according 
to the most favourable points of control, which the planning 
will can find. 

In order to undei;stand rightly the chief characteristics 
of planning, it must be distinguished from administration,1 

which is no longer political. This latter emerges as soon 
as the social structure passes from the stage of planning 
into a completely organized state, and as soon as all or most 
of the historical forces, which have arisen in the struggle, 
have been brought under control through strategy. We 
could, of course, decide to describe this stage as planning, 
too. We should like, however, to reserve this word for the 
predictive strategy which strives to bring under its control 
the as yet unco-ordinated principia media of the social 
process. Planning is the reconstruction of an historically 
developed society into a unity which is regulated more and 
more perfectly by mankind from certain central positions. 
It is possible, of course, that the age of planning will be 
followed by one of mere administration. It is also possible 
that at a later stage all that we now call history, namely 
the unforeseeable, fateful dominance of uncontrolled social 
forces, will come to an end. As contrasted with administra
tion, planning is thus a form of conduct still operating 
within the framework of history. As we understand it, 
planning is foresight deliberately applied to human affairs, 
so that the social process is no longer merely the product of 
conflict and competition. Whether we will ever fully succeed 
is not at issue here. It is also not a question of whether 
we prefer a planned society. What we must realize is that 
we cannot escape this task ; that all the tenseness in the 
atmosphere of our times arises from this redirection of 
human willing and thinking which is now in progress, and 
that without recognizing this trend, we cannot under
stand the age in which we live. 

VIII 

THE VOLITIONAL AND EMOTIONAL ASPECTS OF PLANNING 

With this we imply that social planning is no empty 
theory unconnected with practical life. This is why we 

1 Cf. further on the nature of administration, pp. 294 ff. 
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spoke, previously, of a strategy of planning. If planning 
involves the discovery of those key-positions from which 
the ultimate principia media of the social process can be 
bent to do one's will, then planning implies the existence 
of that will and the power to intervene at the very points 
where intervention is required.1 

Now this enterprising "will to plan" cannot be confined 
to the individual alone. It need not, on the other hand, be 
the majority which supplies the original impulse. Minorities 
can now take the lead in decisions of the collective will 
and in carrying out a social reconstruction. Owing to the 
fact that modem economic, political, administrative, and 
cultural institutions have a tendency towards centralization, 
the minorities which obtain power can make use of this 
machinery. We have already shown, however, that it is the 
paradox of the period of reconstruction that those groups 
which are seeking to realize the new society still retain the old 
outlook and try to plan one-sidedly for themselves or for the 
groups which they represent. Because of this they create a 
twofold contradiction in their scheme. First they want a 
totalitarian system for the benefit of . a particular . interest, 
namely to make the planning which is possible only for all 
useful to the special interests of particular groups. Secondly 
to bring it about they intensify the competition and con
flict for power to an extreme degree, furthering thereby the 
typically unplanned and irrational process of natural selection. 
These contradictions are. not imaginary, but are directly 
demonstrated from events, especially since this struggle 
for key-positions in planning. is. waged more vigorously 

1 Freyer is right when he sa.ys in his Wirlschaft •mil Planung (Hamburg, 
l933} that planning is not a. purely theoretical act and is not conceivable 
without power. This assertion agrees with our contention based on the 
sociology · of knowledgEl that all thinking is determined by the actual 
situation and by the will. The :f'a.scist element in Freyer's formulation, 
however, is shown in the fact that an over-empb.asis on power leads one 
to think that power and violence are the really decisive phases of planning. 

· One confines oneself to the maxim that once one has power, the plan will 
emerge of itself. · This is all attitude which has a certain justification at 
the level of discovery and iuvention but which, at the preseut level, leads 
only to violent c~ since, by dictatorship alone, the conflicts which 
exist are bY no means ~bolished .. Iustead, it freezes the life-giving mobility 
of .those elementswhich had formerly- the best chances of discovering 
~w aclaptations. 

Cf .. Paul Tillich's book, Die sozi.alistisch~ Entscheiilung, Potsda.m, 1933, 
wJiucl; in ;tJJ,ally respects hll.s found the ri,g)lt approach to these problelllS. 
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under dictatorships than anywhere else. As long as this 
stage of one-sided control prevails one cannot speak of 
successful planning, since the rigorous struggle which was 
once carried out between different social groups, is now 
concentrated at the head. Tensions arise which are focused 
on the positions of authority as they exist within the 
national political and social units as well as in the world 
arena. The question is now whether this conflict can 
be ended and planning can be achieved in such a way that 
this violent struggle for hegemony will cease. Can this 
more and more integrated network of relationships be used 
to secure, not opposition but co-operation? Or, in other 
words : is there any chance that this social system· can so 
direct our impulses, that either spontaneously, or by planning 
and guidance, the prevailing antagonism can be changed 
into co-operation? 

It is possible that a new social situation will never pro
duce new human beings who will think and integrate their 
impulses in a new way. It is possible that a new social 
situation will never produce the types of persons required 
in the proper numbers. But it is also possible that there 
are tendencies in the social system, which rightly guided 
by minorities will make it possible to bring about a change of 
thought and will. 

Theoretically, there can be no objections to the possibility 
of a change in the expression of the elementary human 
impulses, for we have experienced far greater changes than 
these in history. Even without planned control the bourgeois 
type was gradually produced .from the appropriate 
enclaves in the feudal surroundings. And modem industrial 
bureaucracy, superseding competition, arose in response to 
the growth of large scale industrial technique. 

Such a process of the redirection of impulses and ideas 
may be seen at work within our own generation and 
surroundings, whenever an opposition group comes to power. 
In the new position· the old problems appear in a new 
guise, and unconsciously the attitude of the group to the 
problems changes completely. 

The rate of transformation can indeed---:as we shall see 
later...,..:be accelerated, if deliberate changes in . education 
am planned, corresponding to the. parallel social tendencies 
in···the .same direction. Whereas education becomes empty 
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preaching when there is :no real situation to which it refers, 
it accelerates the process of transformation when it is 
bound up with social forces which are moving in the same 
direction. Here, too, the decisive question is whether the 
principia media in the transformation of man are success
fully co-ordinated with the principia media of the social 
system. 

On. this occasion we wish to explai.h only the formal 1 

mechanisms which are at work in the integrating tendencies 
of the present stage of social development and to think of 
this problem, too, in terms of open alternatives. It is 
conceivable that conflict can lead to ever greater integrations, 
so that there remain in the end only a few, and in extreme 
cases only two conflicting power-groups within the 
individual state and the international system. For the sake 
of clarity we . will consider this process separately as it 
occurs within political groups and between them. If. large 
units become integrated according to the old principle of 
the stiµ unplanned society, i.e. by conflict, something like 
this will happen : Conflict has hitherto been a means of 
integration as well as of disintegration. Thus it is not 
impossible that up to a point the use of violence will bring 
about a more and more intensive centralization. In an 
extreme case only two powerful antagonists might remain. 
The integration which follows takes the form of a victory 
fo:r o:ne party which subdues the other completely. In such 
a case there is still the chance that the conquered group 
will indirectly absorb some of the power of the· victorious 
one and from below influence the planning to its own 
advantage. It is, however, also possible that the struggle 
will end in a deadlock or in .. mutual annihilation.. In the 
conflict which takes place within the boundaries of the 

1 We are perhaps not wholly justified in construing the problem of 
power integration in such a fonnal and abstract way as . we a.re doing 
here,-by .disregarding the actual opponents who a.re ta.king part in it. 
But our excuse is that, on the . one hand, in the general flux into· which 
things have fallen at present, the concrete power groupings. cannot be 
determined in advance, and on the other hand, it is not our task to make 
political prophecies. For the .examination of our problem-which kind of 
social forces and circumstances cpuld either in the past or future convert 
hostility.into rational. insight. and co-operation-a rough outline .of the 
possible trexids of events is exiough and may- sometimes throw more light 
on the. basic forces th(m an analy-sis which holds very closely to historical 
and. ~ncrete forms. 
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national states there is still the possibility that pressure 
from the outside will force the parties to a peaceful com
promise-such as the arbitration of their difficulties. It is 
a much more difficult matter in conflicts on an inter
national scale, where large integrated power units, nations or 
continents or other types of associated groups, confront 
one another. Since only the principle of conflict is at 
work· here, there is a considerable possibility that one of the 
great warring groups will triumph over the entire :field and 
through this victory carry out a unified plan. Much more 
likely, however, is another possibility, namely that such 
a :final contest will lead to mutual destruction. 

Yet another way remains open-it is that unified planning 
will come abo11t through understanding, agreement, and 
compromise, i.e. that the state of mind will triumph in the 
key-positions of international society. which hitherto has 
been possible only-within a .given national group, within 
whose enclaves peace was established by such methods. 
Such a change of outlook would, it is true, be a real 
revolution in world history, since it would represent a 
solution to a major crisis, which for the first time would be 
based not on fear or coercion but on understanding. It 
has hitherto been part of the nature of conflict that two 
warring groups would only make peace of their own free 
will if they .feared a common enemy. If we had to rest 
our hopes only on the conflict principle, it would be 
necessary at the penultimate stage of wodd~wide integration 
to invent some external enemy, e.g. the inhabitants of Mars, 
who because of their potential threat would compel the 
still antagonistic groups to come to terms. But since such 
an enemy from another world cannot be considered, we must 
try to :find out whether it is possible to come to an under
standing which would exclude violence and oppression in 
the field of conflict in another way. The following method 
is theoretically possible, but cannot be guaranteed to work. 

In all previous wars one of the combatants could always 
hope to annihilate the other. In contrast with this, it becomes 
more and more obvious that modem war destroys them both. 
Fear of the horrible destructive power of a future war 
might become so intense that it would act· just like fear in 
the face of a real enemy. In this case compromises might 
be reached from fear of a coming general slaughter and the 
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national states would subordinate themselves to a central 
organization which would undertake to plan for everyone. 

Nothing is further from our intentions than to construct 
what are sometimes called utopias. But it would be a matter 
of utopias only if we were to assume that the conflicting 
parties " suddenly " underwent a conversion, out of a 
spontaneous change of heart without being brought to it by 
some social device. We have, however, assumed that fear 
was the motor impulse behind insight and have merely 
expressed the hope that situations would emerge in which fear 
would work in the way we have suggested. The question 
remains, then, whether war in general or the certain 
destruction which it represents can engender the same 
type of fear as a common enemy. Fear of an enemy led to 
a change of mind in certain situations and called forth, so 
to speak, dialectical understanding through discussion and 
solution, by compromise. In the instance we have men
tioned the frightful power universally possessed by modem 
military weapons might possibly- act like a second nature. 
Just as men in earlier times banded together against the 
enmity of Nature and in this way arrived at an organized 
division of labour, this mass of munitions of terrific 
explosive power might play the part once played by Nature. 

To be sure, there is not much in favour of this hypothesis 
at the present time, especially now when we are witnessing 
the most overwhelming regressions in the irrational search 
for power and in its exercise. Nevertheless, it is not entirely 
beyond the limits of possibility that at the stage of late 
industrial development, the rising effects of mass 
irrationalities and the overwrought suspense might recoil 
and that there might arise a sort of " catharsis ". Of course, 
this dissolution of tensions can also lead to lethargy. It is, 
however, quite possible that as, for instance, after the 
Wars of Religion, when the religious fanaticism and 
irrationality in general, were in a certain sense transcended, 
there should now emerge, following this great tide of 
irrationalism, a new readiness to listen to reason. In this 
comparison we must keep in mind that the reverence for 
reason and the tolerance of enlightenment were confined to 
limited groups of elites ; nevertheless, disenchantment 
itself was rather widespread. To this should be added the 
fact that tlte changes, which at that time took place only 
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in small elite groups, can in principle be realized in modern 
times in the masses, too, especially since in this case we 
are dealing with classes which have already undergone 
what we have called " fundamental democratization ". 

The new vigour of the masses and the surge of irrationality 
which it brings in its train can be appraised from the point 
of view of a possible development other than the one we 
mentioned in the first part of this book. One can regard the 
events which are now taking place as the first stage in a general 
process of enlightenment in which, for the first time, broad 
human groups are drawn into the field of political experi
ment and so gradually learn to understand the structure of 
political life. When looked at in this context, it is. not 
entirely inconceivable that contemporary mass enthusiasm 
is the first symptom of the penetration into political life of 
classes which hitherto have been politically indifferent, and 
that in spite of the extremely tense atmosphere and 
against .the will of those who seek to control the process, 
the practical education of the masses in political thinking 
is taking place before our eyes. It should. not be forgotten 
that the labour movement, · which is typically rational in 
its attitude towards the social process, began as a machine
wrecking movement. These are obviously only possibilities 
which are contained in the conflicting tendencies . oi our 
epoch and nothing is further. from our intentions here· than 
to present these prospects as prophecies. It would, how
ever, be an unpardonable error if, for fear of appearing 
utopian, one failed to mention certain existing factors 
and suppressed certain tendencies of development only 
because they imply the possibility of a transformation 
of man. 

IX 

THE PROBLEM OF TRANSFORM!NG MAN 

The immediate task of our time seems to be to think 
out our economic . organization in dynamic form$ . and 
according to a strategy which will so co-ordinate the now 
prevailing tendencies that they will no longer conflict. 
Toe political problem, therefore, is to organize human 
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impulses in such a way that they will direct their energy 
to the right strategic points, and steer the total pro
cess of development in the desired direction. If these 
are the problems, then a static psychology which con
ceives of "man in general" on the basis of what man 
is to-day is on the wrong track. It may be noted that 
often those thinkers who are economically and politically 
progressive, in their political analyses take an eternal human 
nature for granted. In doing this they unwittingly confuse 
Man with the man as he is found in the present social 
order. In our approach to psychological problems we must 
:find a way of mediating between this unconscious con
servativism and a misdirected utopianism.1 For it is just as 
erroneous to believe that human nature remains eternally 
the same as it is to assume that it can be moulded at will 
and is infinitely plastic. . 

Our approach to problems of social psychology should 
also be quite different from that of the epoch which is now 
passing. We should neither start our analysis with "man 
in general " nor should we confine ourselves to purely 
individual cases, deducing them from the most abstract 
principles. Rather should we always attempt to view 

1 Hertzler, Joyce 0., in HistoYy of Utopian Thought (London, 1923), 
thinks that the chief characteristic of the so-called " utopians " is that 
they assumed a type of human nature which did not exist but which once 
it was constructed, was favourable to their ideals. In truth, such a con
struction which is based on non-existent and impossible human beings 
deserves to be called " utopian " and has nothing in common with scientific 
sociology. 

Another question is whether we are also bound to believe that human 
existence is conceivable only in the form in which we know it under 
capitalism, and whether we are not justified in analysing more precisely 
the scope of human transformability. Even if one is convinced that man 
can be modi:fie&, the planned approach is obliged to start with those 
forms of psychological responses which we find in our present society, 
This realism as to the point of departure need not, however, lead to the 
:rejection of that other form of utopia which has the courage to regard 
that which does not exist or which hardly exists in our society as possible 
in a society which has a different type of organization. Every attempt at 
planning is utopian in this .latter positive sense : it seeks to direct given 
facts-including psychological ones-in such a way that new facts will 
come into being in place of those now existing. 

Concerning this positive sense of the concept of utopia cf. my Ideology 
anil Utopia (English translation by Wirth, L., and Shila, E.), New York 
and :London, 1936, pp. 176 seqq., as well as my article " Utopia" in the 
Em;y,J9j>cedia of the S~ial Sciences where further literature on the problem 
ls referred to, also Hans Freyer, Die politische Insel. Eine Geschic'Me tier 
Utopi,dn von Plato. bis ;nw Gegenwarl (Ul.pzig, 1936). 
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individual facts and individual human beings in their 
particular social context as it reflects itself in their character. 
Just as inventive thinking assembled an individual machine 
or formed an individual organization according to . general· 
principles of mechanics and organization, without at the 
same time considering the principia media of. the particular 
sphere involved, so the older psychology occupied itself 
only ·with the human mind in general and in abstracto. In 
therapeutics it concentrated on the individual to be cured, 
whose characteristic symptoms were diagnosed and treated 
according to general principles. The approach .of the planning 
era is. heralded by new developments in psychology. We 
no longer leave those modifications, which are individually 
necessary in a given situation to unconscious adaptation or, 
as we used to say, to " chance.", but rather attempt to pro
vide for the best possible adjustment in advance. Similar 
developments are to be found in all those scientific tendencies· 
which use a sociological in place of an abstract psychology 
(Le. those which .. instead of speaking of. man in general, 
speak of the mind of the child,. of the adolescent .and even 
more concretely of the mind of the proletarian adolescent, 
of the young girl worker, of the unemployed, of the various 
occupations, etc.) and which divide up the problem further 
along historical and sociological.· Jines. Thus, one tries to 
investigate the origin of the monastic, the feudal, and the 
bourgeois types. These represent the :first steps .toward 
an interdepena,ent approach. There is no variation of the 
human mind in itself, . but reasonably enough only a: 
variability determined by the situation (in which, obviously, 
certain situations as, for example, :the family situation, ate 
of special importance) nor is there any change· in the 
economic or social structure which takes place in isolation. 
No economic order ~ be brought into existence as long 
as the .corresponding human type does not also emerge.1 ·.· 

1 In this connection, the case which stimuJatecU!u: Weber to ntaJm 
his inv~tiotla of Calvinism. mnains mgbly mstractive; · An a~pt: 
was made to introduce. ~rates in ·a,reas where a traditional outlool: 
prevailed; The .result was tha.t the •Catholic women workeril .in. cectaill 
seQtion$ where the new printiple of. •increuing ODe's. eainingil ~ n~ yet 
• been realized, stopped· their work. as $>On as they had eamed the a~ 
!Mleded tot thliir ct1&toJna.ry level of ~teiia®e. . Even ~ earn 
f1lnction on1 ·when it siniultaneousl · w the ~·human. 

· .... tvoe .which fn the .· . . . . of mon "Y' ~o.uiiJuited b.y ~ .. ~ of.: . 
. •'~ -4 more"~ w~. "Die~,~~··• ".·. ,. ' ' ' ' ' ' .,, ' ' ", ' " 
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When psychology turns its attention to social phenomena 
it perceives first of all the immediate environment-the 
immediate situation. But it will push forward inevitably 
into that sphere of social history from which not only the 
changes in the environment, but also those social forces 
which mould the age first spring-i.e. its principia media. 
When it concentrates its attention on this level of social 
events it will no longer explain the changing individual 
solely in terms of his immediate environment. It will rather 
integrate the outstanding characteristics of an historical 
human type according to the corresponding characteristics 
o:f the society in which we live. In order to distinguish 
between these two types of approach, we might use the 
expressions : " environmental social psychology1 " and 
«structural social psychology". 

Psychology will in our opinion take over the methods of 
planned thinking to the degree in which it discovers key 
positions in the sphere of structural sociology, when certain 
kinds of behaviour can be predicted or produced with a high 
degree of accuracy, even in otherwise differing individual 
types. It will seek for laws which turn aside the aggressive 
impulses and guide them towards sublimation. It will note 
the correlation between rational and irrational impulses 
in the human mind and the thoroughgoing rationalization 
of a society. It will investigate how thought and experience 
are formed by the social positions arising out of the social 
structure. . With these observations as a beginning, it will 
be possible to mould personal intercourse in a more realistic 
way. The planning approach is already at work here, and 
with it men will have outgrown the notion that psychological 
attitudes and types of personality can only take the form 

der Geist des Kapitalismus," in vol. i, pp. 94 seqq., of his Gesammelte 
Aufslltze zur Religionssoziologie, Tiibingen, 1920 (English translation by 
Talcott Parsons, ThtJ Protestant Ethic and the Spfri,t of Capitalism, New 
York 11nd London, 1930). 

1 As an ex;ampl_e of environmental social psychology, I will refer to 
Busemann, A., Padagogische Milieukunde (Halle, a. d. S., 1927), and the 
Hanclbuch der padagogischen Milieukunde, ed. by Busemann (Halle, a. d. S., 
1932). Both have good bibliographies. The. first and the' third study of our 
book in contrast with .t)l,ese .works must. be viewed as a study .in structural 
social psychology. A large amount of the literature of environmental 
$Qcial _psychology is summarized in Murphy, Gardner and Lois Barclay, 
E:rpwimental Social Psychclogy, 1st edition (New York, 1931) and 2nd 
lldition with Theodore M. Newcomb (New Yotk, 1937). ;Both editions 
conw.m. extensive bibliographies. 
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in which they occur to us in our age and in our society. 
Thus our main concern is to discover or to reconstruct the 
range of variability on a broad historical scale, and then to 
relate these attitudes and types to the historical and social 
setting in which they occurred and to which they belonged. 

This striving is clearest in recent tendencies in education 
which no longer aim at forming an ideal person in general, 
but a person which will probably be needed in the next 
stage of social development. When, for example, grades and 
marks are done away with in the school,1 in order to check 
the nurture of over-ambitious and competitive persons, 
one brings to an end a human type which is too well 
represented in the highest ranks of our society and which 
finds its own reward by success in contest with others. At 
the same time modem education should and could cul
tivate those existing types which have the capacity to sub
limate, to strive for intrinsic values-i.e. for goods which can 
be had without depriving others. In as far as group 
education is redirected along these lines, man can be trans
formed so that he is fit for a society whose mainsprings are 
not competition and natural conflict. Previously it was only 
in special technical training that we gave a man an education 
which supplied him with the necessary technical knowledge 
to do his job. In contrast with this, contemporary 
education is slowly but consciously beginning to plan not 
only the communication of skill, knowledge, and technique, 
but also those principia media of character formation 2 which 
have hitherto been left to themselves and through which even 
the principles on which the social structure rests are to be 
transformed. In other words, thr9ugh these efforts, the 
entire person is to be remoulded so that by using these new 
types of personality, it will be possible to transform the social 
structure in its psychological dimensions. 

It could be objected-and not without justification-that 
this attempt is not entirely new and that, for example, the 
church, too, has claimed that it was educating th.e whole 
man. It constructed a human type according to a pattern 

1 Cf. Curry, W. B., The Sehaol and a Changing Civilization (London, 
1934), especially the chapter "Competition and Ma:rks ". et. In the 
Bibliography: iii, 7, •• Education as a. Means of Social Technique." 

• Cf. in the Bibliography: iii, 1, "The Science of Influencing Human 
Behaviour". 
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which it thought desirable, just as later, following its 
example, the state brought up the citizen and before this, 
court society set up the " courtier " as its educational 
ideal. The main distinction between present-day attempts 
and those which took place earlier seems to us, however, to 
be a two-fold one. 

First, whereas former societies confined themselves to the 
production of types which were adjusted only to partial 
situations and could only function successfully there, we 
are to-day attempting to produce a type which is not only 
adapted to certain social milieu, but also to the principia 
media of our social structure. Thus, it is from the very 
beginning more :flexible and better able to adapt itself to all 
the various situations presented by contemporary life. 

Further, it is much more important to assume that 
hitherto educational ideals have taken shape through 
unplanned chance discovery and selection, whereas reflection 
has now increased to such a degree that we can consciously 
make our selection of ideals or reshape them, according to 
the social function they have to perform. 

In this connection we can recall with what sociological 
consciousness the long enduring ideal of asceticism in the 
various countries was revised and reinterpreted; how, in 
England, the Puritan and Victorian roots of self-denial, 
frugality, and repression gradually became apparent (for 
example, in the spiritual revolt manifested in Butler's The 
Way of All Flesh); how in Germany the .same anti-ascetic 
tendency was expressed in the works of Nietzsche, Max 
Weber, and Freud. In all these cases, moral arguments 
were used less and less, and were gradually replaced 
by utilitarian analyses .of a sociological and psychological 
kind. Take, for instance, the sociologists' attempt to relate 
the asceticism of early Protestantism with the primary 
accumulation of capital. 

It is by no means true that we have to deal with a given 
human type and hence must order our society according 
to the dictates of an immutable human nature. What we 
do is rather to accept the older human type as it stands in 
the first place, and then try, by a wise strategy, to guide 
it while it is still in action. It is promising and thoroughly 
realistic to try to transform a person when we meet bini 
in a dynamic environment, so that we can stimulate a change 
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in his psychological reactions, conduct and ideas, with .a 
continuous reference to the changing s.timuli of the. social 
background. Whenever a school is conceived of as an 
experimental community, this kind of planned transforma
tion seems to be at work. 

Once we have reached this stage of thought, the pro
gressive significance of certain psychological and philo
sophical currents suddenly becomes clear. This is particularly 
true of pragmatism, behaviourism, and psycho-analysis 
among others. 

In what follows we want to investigate how these :funda
mental tendencies in psychology and in certain schools of 
philosophy arose from the main social trends of our time, 
and how they fulfil certain functions in the social process. 
It is for the most part not recognized that the different 
philosophical, psychological, and educational theories which 
tixist in a period are not the accidental discoveries of 
individuals but are the result of a collective experiment: 
and that even in these spheres the human intellect is con-
. fronted with tasks the . real, but often hidden, inter
dependence of which is only app~nt to the. sociologist. The 
individual psychologists, educationalists, . and philosophers 
are so completely adjusted to their particular tasks and so 
taken up with the difficulties and details of their spe<:ial 
spheres that they cannot see vvhy just these particular tasks 
presented themselves in the course of history. They do 
not see .the connections which produce these diffic'lllties 
and problems ; they take them for .. granted without 
realizing that . every maladjustment and every· confilct 
is typical . of the. society in which it a.rises, and tha.t 
consequently the sociological diagnosis is best once it knows 
how to analyse the social situation. At the same time, 
however, from these philosophical, psychological, and 
educational theories, and indeed from the -59Cial sciences in 
general·· we can ·· see how. the scientific-.. man approaches. 
the .. •·object. of his _ studies. In . his approach to •· the 
. psychology of other .. men,. and to the oonfiicts of society m 
general, he. ·is· '.llllconsciously guided by- certain dominant 
habits of thought which· have·· spPntaneously grown ·up .·in 
society and.which the scientist llllWittingly takes over. The 
unconscious implications . of the scientific . treatment . of 
society (f~ instanCEt, how this .. treatmen~ relates.-~--~ ··. 
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practice to one another) are thus symptoms of the changing 
nature of society itself, and no sociology is complete which 
fails to treat these changes in science as symptoms of 
changes in society. 

The positive significance of pragmatism,1 i.e. its meaning 
for the approach to a new mode of thought in preparation 
for a new era of planning, as I see it, is that it no longer 
sets an abstract barrier between thought and action. In 
a certain sense this is an important step towards inter
dependent thinking. Pragmatism was aware of that organic 
process by which every act of thought is essentially a part of 
conduct and rejected the older artificial distinction between 
action and pure theory which certain philosophers, isolated 
from the world, had invented. Only to those who live a 
cloistered life can the nature of thought appear as purely 
contemplative, i.e. as self-contained and not as an instrument 
of life and action. In life as it was originally lived there 
was no thought which was not directly linked . with 
action. To overlook or to deny this integration of. thought 
in conduct is to deny that thought in its very nature is 
determined by the situation. From the scientific point 
of view it is very wholesome to make dear once more the 
creative significance of action and to realize that only a new 
type of action can give birth to a new type of thought. This 
spirit has borne fruit in education as can be seen in the 
attempt to replace the older abstract sermonizing by a new 
technique of transformation. This consists in creating 
situations in which the children can practise the principles 
which they have been taught. Mere admonition and 
exhortation have been abandoned. 

Although there is the healthy element in pragmatism 
which rejects the idealistic abstraction which breaks the 
unity of thought and action, its limitations in its present 
for:rn are that it has too narrow a conception of the context. of 
action in which· thinking. arises. If by action one understands 
only the practical everyday handling of things, and focuses 
one's attention only on the individual with his immediate 

l 0£ the Uterature on pragmatism I cite only James, William, 
P1'agmatism;. and .Dewey, John, Studies in Logical Theory (Chicago, 
1903. and 1909}, his important Ruman. Nature .. and Conduct (New York, 

· 1930), and hls,,Logic (New York, 1938). Cf. also Mead, G. H., Mind, Self, 
t.1na Society (Chica.go, l 935) ; The Philosophy of the Act (Chicago, 1938}. 
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tasks and limited interests, it should be made clear that one 
is dealing only with thought at the level of chance discovery 
--'-a state of affairs in which the practical, immediate, and often 
unconscious acts of adaptation are primary. At this stage 
thinking plays only a secondary role, as it is lacking in 
constructive power. It only fills the gap between isolated 
" hunches " and its only task is to exemplify the significance 
of things as they emerge in the course of the trial and error 
process. Thinking first becomes distinct from immediate 
chance discovery when invention projects in advance an 
idea of the object to be constructed and analyses this concrete 
object into abstract elements in order to recombine them into 
a new object to promote its own purposes. In any case, this 
stage proves that the capacity for abstraction springs from 
a higher level of activity than that of chance discovery
i.e. from the stage of inventive thinking. 

As soon as thought passed from the stage of chance 
discovery to that of invention, it became impossible 
immediately to · grasp the connection between thought 
and action, and this was the origin of the distortion of idealist 
philosophy which conceived of thought as independent 
of practical necessity. This stage of thought made it plausible 
to speak of " ideas " which anticipate conduct and which 
guide it. As the classical illustration has it, the idea of the 
house exists in the mind of the architect before it exists in 
the external world. 

Once thought was conceived of in these terms, one very 
soon was led to conceive of all mental activities as a priori 
to any experience. It would, however, be just as incorrect 
to deny that on this level of practice, i.e. on the level of in
ventive thinking, a certain degree of abstraction, anticipating 
the object to be invented, is necessary, justas it is dangerous 
to over-emphasize the independence of this abstraction from 
its background of concrete activity. Thought at the stage 
of invention is independent ofthe demands of immediate 
activity. It is not, however, absolute orautonomous. 

The solution of the difficulty seems to us to lie in. the. fact 
that inventive thinking cannot . be understood within ·· the 
radius of.action ofthe single individual. For that reason 
it appears to be absolute if by absolute one understands 
that it is severed from the. context. of individual activity, 
But inyentive thinking is, .still obviously bound to :the 
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context of. action in a broader sense. This is clear 
when one focuses attention on the web of thought and 
action of the whole historical group within which it 
arises. Thus the pragmatic nature of thought is not revealed 
at this stage by considering individual action alone, but only 
if one focuses attention on group action of which the former 
is a part. Even the transition from discovexy to invention is 
not to be attributed merely to an individual achievement, but 
rather to the fact that the group in its collective adaptation 
passed from a more primitive form of production with a vexy 
slight division of labour (as, for instance, primitive hunting 
and gathering} to a more complicated division of labour. 
Owing· to the progress of division of labour and of social 
functions, the objects and institutions which formerly were 
handled as wholes seem• to be merely fragmentary to · the 
individual who approaches them thinking only of his own 
share in the collective work. Abstraction is by no means 
determined by the object but rather by the form of activity 
of the knowing subject and especially by the group organiza
tion of which the subject is a member .. Thinking signifies 
then " thinking for a group ". The wider the scope of 
activity, the greater the division of labour, the larger the 
number of members for · whom the same thing- must be 
made clear from the point of view of different tasks, the 
more are the socialized individuals compelled to divert 
their attention from individual institutions and p~, 
as. they would appear from a purely personal standpoint 
and ·to. develop a tecbniqu~ of abstraction which can. be 
used by the group as a whole. Hence, there are just as 
Jila.Ily poSSl"ble forms. of abstraction as there are collective, 
active.approaches to the handling of things in an.historical 
community~ Thus,· division of labour and social functions 

· F6d,uces more points of view in any given connnunity 
than any·sing].e individual actually needs, so that itis possible 
for him tQleam more than he will need in real life. The com

.. munity in its language and .~oncepts builds up · a store of 
.. · experien~ and ab~tractions, co1Tesponding. to appI"oaches . 

.. . which were. c:ttrrent in .its history. . This· is the reason why 
· ~ • individual, when . he contemplates the vast body of 
,'l~ons which is availabl.e to him, has the feeling 
, tt.t the categ<>ries and ~ of thought were givento 

·. t:118» wlien, he :first entered this world ; mythologi~y 
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expressed, this. takes the form of the belief that his concepts 
and his peri;::eptions ·are drawn from a world beyond. In 
actual fact the existing body of ideas (and the same applies 
to vocabulary) never exceeds the horizon and the radius 
of activity of the society in question. Thus the illusion that 
thought at the level of invention is completely independent 
of the context of conduct arises from the fact that in a 
highly stratified society with a complex division of labour, 
the collective framework of action has already been lost 
to the eye. The individual can retain the illusion of his 
intellectual independence since he no longer has the chance 
to see how his own actions and e~riences grow out of 
the collective ones. At the level of inventive thinking, the 
pragmatist explanation is valid for the group but not for 
the individual-not directly at any rate. 

That the radius of activity of the individual is not. the 
same &.S that of the group can be confirmed by much simpler 
facts. It has often been observed that the individual 
inventions whith are made in society, do not arise from 
chance inspirations but come about through a slow accumu
lation of discoveries and inventive actions. The framework 
of the individual invention, which develops in apparent 
isolation, grows up along the lines of collective interests, 
which for their part are closely bowd up with the common 
radius of activity of group life although there are many 
intermediate links. This is . the only· true explanation of 
the fact of simultaneous invention by independent individuals 
within the same society.1 What is true of discovery and 
invention is true also ofthe forms and technique of knowing. 
The error of pragmatism, as a product of the age of liberalism, 
is that it· has• in mind only . the activity of the individual 
and does not see that the individual really represents 
(>nly a section of the activity and experience of the whole 
social group. The determination of thought by situations 
can never be demonstrated if one tries to understand it 
exclusively in terms of the practical activity of the single 
individual. The point where action pasi;es over into thought 

1 Cf. fot numerous illustrations concenring this point, Vierbndt, A., 
Die Steti,gkeit im Kulturwanael, Leipllig, 1908. Mso Ogburn, W. F., Soctal 
Change (New York, 1929), pp. 90 seqq. And more recently, GilJillan, 
S. C., The Sot;ioJQgy of Invemum (Cb.icago, 1935), pp. 71 .seqq. (Tk«:_ Un
inlportance tu the Individnal), e:f. al$o. National Resources Co:IXlllllt~. 
Tulmclogu;al Trends. and Ntmtmpl Pul.u;y, Washington,. D,C., 1937. 
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will be found more easily if the whole background of the 
historical community is considered. The concrete tangible 
actions of the individual become intelligible only when, in 
order to place them correctly, the historical conditions and 
the tasks and functions of the group from which they spring 
have been reconstructed in imagination. It is only within 
these larger contexts that the special functions of individual 
classes and persons and the inhibitions which they impose 
can be understood. The sociological history of intellectual 
life is fundamentally nothing more than the post f actum 
reconstruction of the functional units and the trend of 
action ina given society, through which, even with the help 
of many intermediate links, we can explain why this or that 
person wa:s interested in this or that subject and why from 
his standpoint he saw, or distorted, things in such and 
such a way. 

At the stage of planned thinking the gap between knowing 
and acting is in a certain sense greater than it is at the level 
of invention, where it is directed towards immediate aims. 
For the total plan is even farther in advance of direct action 
than at previous levels. As we have seen, thought, as the 
synthesis of all the acts of thinking taking place in an 
historical community actually covers more than is required 
by the· immediate tasks which single individuals have to 
solve in their own narrow range of experience. In a complex 
society in which the various activities are interdependently 
organized, the individual in the course of his own experience, 
finds himself more and more involved through his own 
actions in the collective activity and organization. 

In liberal society the connections. between different goals 
asthey supplement each otherin society can only be followed 
with difficulty by the individual as he sets about his daily 
business. The individual, caged in by his own private 
motives-the search for profit, and so .on, sees nothing more 

. in society than many . other individuals . similar to himself 
acting individually one against the other. How these 
individual acts are socially integrated is quite outside his 
range of vision. In the liberal social order, the integration 
of the social-economic structure takes place, so to speak, 
behind the back:s of the participants'. The individual remains 
blind to the larger society which is coming into being, and to 
the consequences of his own actions, since he can see.merely 
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his own field of enterprise and thinks only of his own 
activities. One can, it is true, think out an elaborate scheme 
of '' pre-established harmony" by which these conflicting 
actions, contrary to appearances, form a self-equilibrating 
cycle of events.1 

It is given only to the philosopher, or later to the social 
scientist, to complete these missing links in the chain 
binding the individual to society ; and then only hypotheti
cally ; he cannot actually trace out all their effects in 
everyday life. It is a different matter in a society which is 
becoming more and more closely organized. If I a.et · in 
this more organized society, the consequences of my actions 
are more clearly visible since they do not immediately 
run off into an overwhelmingly vast network of competi
tion as in. liberalism, but run along the well-worn tracks 
of a fully co-ordinated division of functions. It is true 
that the final step is not immediately visible from the first 
one, but our actions lead us with much less ambiguity into 
the network of integrated activities in society. In such a 
society the individual merchants and producers and all 
the other socially dependent human beings are forced, as a 
result of the increasing · interdependence, to take political 
and psychological probabilities into account in deciding 
how they will act. The individuals in leading positions who, 
to some extent, act independently-and in a crisis even those 
dependent individuals whose security is threatened-are 
given a sharper impetus towards a point of view which takes 
into account not merely their own immediate interests but 
also the ultimate effects of their activities on society itself. . In 
this way actions which seem to be effective in the short run 
can be seen to defeat their own ends when viewed with a 
longer• perspective. The. individual who achieves· this point 
of view is thus enabled to see his place within the larger 
historical situation, and this in tum in its place in the :field 
of forces at work in the total social· process. In.· tnis . way 
he can at least perceive the c.onnection between his own 
actions and the collective actions, between his own horizon 
andthe collective horizon (understanding by the latter, the 
integration of all of the social relationships which haye 

.1 · Such an approach is found in English intellectual ~tory from Mandi}, 
ville. to Ada.In .Smith. 
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become visible at a given stage of historical development).1 

The individual discovers, or at least has the chance of 
discovering in his own conduct, those aspects of dependence 
on the larger context · which in the liberal order were $0 

hidden I that it was difficult to see even the contradictions 
prevailing in the -contemporary social system. 

Thus the planning approach outruns the immediate 
actions of the individual even more than in liberal society 
where separate individual ends were pursued. The tension 
between individual actions and thinking becomes greater 
than ever before. But at the same time, the difference 
between the individual and the collective radius of action 
diminishes in as much as it now becomes possible for the 
single individual, realizing the implications of his actions, 
to integrate them into the· collective activities. But .this 
only becomes possible if a new type of self-observation 
corresponding to the level of planning is developed. . This 
new attitude consists in the fact that in the process described 
above, the individual is able to perceive not only all the 

1 It would lead us too far here to follow up the really important problem· 
of. how this collective horizon is in fact integrated in various societies. 
In certain periods, the integration really consists onl;y in an exchange of 
social experiences. The craftsman and the industrial worker, the peasant 
and the town dweller exchange their impressions of the different ways 
in which the world presents itself to them. In the same way; scientists 
at this stage confille themselves to the exchanges of a.chlevements between 
different specialists. This kin!i of synthesis, however, is for the most part 
only mechanical and it is really the task of the intellectual with the help 
of constructive imagination to evolve a sort of picture or idea of the world 
from these partial segments, Whether such a form of systematic integra
tion is desired by society as a whole, which place is given either to philosophy 
llr to synthetic knowledge in general, dependsultimatelyon society's concrete 
needs (cf. next note). 

' It is not unimportant to ask here whether this possibility of tracing 
the. relevant links in the interdependence. of events · and the position of 
the individual relative to this proqess is actually exploiteti and if not, 
why not. We touched on this problem of sO()ial psychology when .. we 
were dealing with the deadening effects of functional rationalization 
(pp. 58 ff,). That is to say we are only concerned to ask whether. the 
objective na~e of the social structure _is i,uch as to make it readily 
apparent to the .thinker within that society. We speak of subjective 
chances when' we seek to estimate the. inhibitions .which might prevent 
the .individual becoming aware of the objective factors which a.re, so to 
speak, potential aids to his comprehension .of the social system. Thus, i.f 
one utili~es this distinction and compares the last results of. our analysis 
with that of page 61, there emerges the paradox that while the most 
recent stage oi social development offers a better cllance of objective insight 
into . the social situation than the liberal social order, it also creates 
mechanisms the functioning of. which. makes it e::ir;tremely difficult psycho• 
logically for the individuals to realize these objective possibilities. 
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relevant facts and all the relevant ways of looking at things 
{ultimately he must perceive them if he is to avoid destrm;
tfon), but he also becomes capable of seeing his special 

;position in the social.process,·and of understanding that his 
thought is shaped by his position. New possibilities of 
planning now arise which hitherto were difficult to conceive, 
even theoretically. The individual not only attains a 
knowledge of himself but he can learn to understand 
the factors that determine his conduct, and can thus even 
attempt to regulate them. In a certain sense, his thought 
has become more spontaneous and absolute than it ever 
was before, since he now perceives the possibility of 
determining himself. On the other hand, he can never 
reach this stage by himself, but only through sharing a 
social tendency in that· direction. 

His understanding still remain_s a product of the historical 
process. which arose independently of him. But through his 
understanding of this determination the individual for the 
:first time raises himself above the historical process-
which now, more than ever before, becomes subject to his 
own power. At this stage the determination of thought 
by situation is raised to the level of consciousness so that in 
so far as it is a source of error it may be corrected. Men 
seek to transcend the relative narrowness oftheir own horizon 
because life itself has become broader. They try to anticipate 
corning events in order tq overcome their limitations by their 
own efforts, And they also correct their · limited horizon 
because they desire to get rid of the discrepancy between 
deed and opinion or between theory and · practice in .. the 
individual as. well as in the group. 

B:ehavioUJ'ism is a typical product of thought at that 
stage . of mass society in which it is more· important, from 
the practical point of view, .to be able to calculate the average 
behaviour of · the mass than to understand the private 
motives of individuals orto transform the whole personality. 
In this sense behaviourism belongs essentially to tb.e first 

· stage of planning, where in the sphere of individual conduct, 
one seeks to induce reactions which will be " correct " 
and appropriate to a ·thoroughly .organized society, without, 
however, transforming the personality as a whole or eyen 
trying to .. adapt the entire personality to an entirely changed 

I society ·in ... all . respects. 

I ~ Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



THOUGHT AT THE LEVEL OF PLANNING 

Just as inventive thinking confines itself to placing 
individual objects and activities in the world as it is given, 
so behaviourism to a certain extent is related to it, in that 
it only seeks to co-ordinate certain spheres of reality and 
for this purpose assumes a resigned and agnostic attitude 
to all other spheres.1 

The sphere of life which behaviourism seeks to calculate 
and control is that of pure action-external individual 
behaviour. Moreover, it is interested in this only to the 
extent that it must be accurately understood in order to 
deal with it in corresponding practical situations. For this 
purpose one must exclude in advance all those. meanings 
which conduct derives from inner motives and which make 
it really difficult to understand. In the murder trial which 
is the centre of the Brothers Kara.mazof, Dostojewski 
tried to show how the same action can assume completely 
different meanings according to the different motives which 
underlie it. It is this multiplicity of meanings which can 
be grasped only by the " understanding " interpretation 
which behaviourism attempts to exclude~ Its e,dstence 
is denied so that it. need not be dealt with. Behaviourislll 
is. interested in ·human beings only as part of the social 
machine, not as individuals but only as dependable links 
in a chain of action. The behaviour of a human being 
is simplified to such an extent that it becomes measurable 
in an elementary way. Natural behaviour, as it is formed 
by living adaptations, is observed so carefully and .analysed 
into such abstract components and factors that it can be 
reconstructed by psycho-technics with an excellent chance 
.of success. 

Behaviouristic thought still moves within the framework 

. . 1 Thus in so far as it is thorough-going and collSistent, it denies the 
eidsteuce or at least the relevail.Ge of that dimension of the mind which 
ail " understanding psychology " seeks to comprehend. Cf. Watson, J. B.,· 
1'11ye11Qlogy from .. th8 Standpoint of a Behavioria (Philadelphia, 1919) ; 
also Behaviou.-: .an Inwoduetion to Comparative .Psyalwlagy (London and 
New York, 1925) ; Watson, J.B., The.Battle of Behmnorism. · An Exposi
tion •l>Y J •. B. Wa'j:son and an Exposure by W. MacDougall, 1928 • 

. For an interesting and by no means too dogmatic attempt to COI1Struct 
· a sociology on behaviouristic foundatiOllS ; . cf. Davis,. Jerome, and Ba.mes, 
R. E., An Introduction to S<Uirilogy (Botlton and New ¥ork; 1927), which 
also· contains a: .detailed bibliQgra.phy. Cf. also the. articles of Read Bain 
and George Lundberg .in Ire,sas in A.mlf'ict1n Sociology (New Yorlt, 1929), 

·· .also in .ZMI/Mi.lft • .. fur ·VoJkerpsyi;IIQlogie. • und Soziolo~ (So,:idlog1#) and 
A~ Socioklp;al Rftluw,and in a~ Jrnmu,,10/SooiolofY; 
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of inventive thinking in so far as it is abstract, i.e. asit deals 
only with partial, that is to say abstract spheres of social 
life, in harmonizing external behaviour. It still works 
piecemeal and is not really synthetic in its approach as it 
refuses to understand the environment and the individual 
as a whole. Nevertheless, it is already on the way to planning 
in so far as it tries to make it possible to calculate and 
manipulate an abstract cross-section of the course of events, 
i.e. the organized external conduct of all the . units of a 
society. The intention is to co-ordinate only a few spheres 
of social life with one another and these only in so far as they 
represent the outward aspect of behaviour and the outward 
aspect of the organized environments. But there can be 
no doubt that planning is involved here since the attempt is 
made to grasp the principia media of a period from some 
strategic vantage point. As far as planning is concerned, 
behaviourism has limited itself from the start by renouncing 
the need for the real transformation of the individual and 
of society. 

Once this essential feature of behaviourism has been 
perceived, its resemblance to Fascism is unmistakable.1 

1 A bibliographical guide to Fascism is to be found in Santangelo, G., 
and Brocale, C., Guida Bibliographica del Fascismo, Rome; " Liberia 
de! Lettorio," 1928. It should be supplemented by the Bibliogvap!,.i.c11, 
Fascista, issued by the same publisher. There is considerable inform11-tion 
in L .. Rosenstock-Franck, L'econcmie corporatiue fasciste m theme et en 
fail (Paris, 1934); H. Finer, Mussolini's Italy {London, 1935), and 
G. Salvemini, Under the Axe of Fascism (New York, 1936). 

On the bibliography of National-Socialistic publications, d. Unger, E., 
Das Sclwifttum des Nationalsozialism.us, 1919-1934, " Forschungsbericbte 
zur Wissenschaft des Nationalsozialismus," Heft l, Berlin, 1934. Pollock, 
J. K., Henemann, H. J., The Hitler Decrees, Ann Arbor, 1934. There 
is also an Institute for the Study of Fascism in Paris. Also Schuman, 
F. L., The Nazi Dictakirship (New York, 2nd edition, 1936) ; and Robert 
A. Brady, The Spirit and Structure o/Ge,-m.an Fascism (New York and 
London, 1937) : Rauschning, H., Die Re.volution des Nihilism.us, Zurich, 
1938. Engl. transt as Germany'spevolution ofDestruction, London, 1939. 

Concerning the literature about · the Soviet dictatorship, cf. Mehnert, 
Klaus, Die Sowjet-Union, 1917-1932 (Berlin, 1933). Also, more recently, 
the extensive work of Sidney and Bea.trice Webb, Sovi,t Communism 
(New York and London, 1936), 2 vols .. DictalOl'ships: . A Sociulogical 
Study, by .Hermann Kantorovii:z, with a.n excellent bibliography .by 
Alexander Elkin (Politica, i, 4, August, 1935), and Canibridge, 1935,. 
should also be consulted. 

Concerning the niethods used by the various political systeln$ to 
educate their citizens to ,;ivic loyalty, cf. the series. edited by Merriam, 
C. E,. Studies in tM Making of Citizens, Uni.versity of Chicago .Press. 
The introductory volume is written. by Merriam himself. and is called 
Tlui.Malling of Citu:e•s : A. C~at'ative Sh#ly of Meth,od.s of Civil; Trllim•g 
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It is not as though behaviourism itself is fascist, but rather 
that fascism in the political sphere is to a large extent 
behaviouristic. Fascism plans and changes the political 
world at the level of behaviourism. This is demonstrated 
by the type of propaganda in the various countries and 
the way in which it is used neither to change nor to enlighten 
the populace, but rather to subordinate it and make it 
loyal. Fascism creates an apparatus of social coercion which 
integrates every possible kind of behaviour or at least brings 
it into an external harmony by force. Fascism in its 
ideology eulogizes the instinctive forces in man, but in fact 
it does not penetrate to the depth of human personality or 
do justice to its genuine complexity. It has, however, an 
abstract ordering principle which changes man through 
the maximum combination of external coercion and 
suggestion with no wider aim than the regulation of outward 
behaviour and the integration of the sentiments. In its 
external co-ordination it reaches the highest stage of 
functional rationalization without even beginning to approxi
mate to any sort of substantial rationalization. Just as the 
typical fascist leader combines sharp calculation with an 
irrational unsublimated energy, so in this particular type 
of society a formal optimum of order and an amorphous 
irrational residue, with a constant tendency to anarchy, 
exist side by side. 

What we have tried to describe in our analysis is expressed 
very vividly in the following programmatic speech of an 
outstanding fascist leader, in outlining bis programme: 
" The temperaments, characters, and capacities of indi~ 
viduals · are so varied, that it is impossible to· fuse a large 
xnass completely into a. unity. Nor is it, moreover, the task 
of the political leader to try to cultivate this unity by 
education. . Every such attempt is doomed to failure. 
Human nature is a given fact which cannot be changed in 
individual details, but can only be transformed by centuries 
of evolution. In general •. how-ever, changes in fundamental 
racial characteristics are prerequisites for these other 

{~o. 1931. The most iinporlan1:$lllgle volumes in the series are: 
Sciµieidei-, H.. W., and Clough, S. B,. Making Easci$ts (Chica.go, 1929), 
llJld KO!!Qk, Paul, M~ Gerinany : A Study . of Conflicting Loyalties 
(Chicago; l£1~)-. (The la.tter.work does not deal with the period of the 

· ... :8i'~tfui:lal Sodalist. domina.u-ce.) Alltbe. volumes contain bibliographies, 
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changes. If a political leader sought to attain his ends in 
this way, he would have to think and decide in tenns of 
eternity instead of years and even decades. He can 
count 011 bringing to his movement, not ideal ' universal 
human beings ', but men of widely different talents who can 
form a harmonious pattern only by adapting themselves to 
one another in a group. If a political leader recoils from 
such a realization, and searches only for persons who are 
the very mirror of his ideal, not only will his plans be 
wrecked, but organization will SOon be merged in chaos." 

If we want to change the human personality as a whole 
and not just its external behaviour, we must penetrate 
beyond the external behaviour to that realm of conscious
ness in which the different meanings of external acts can 
only be comprehended by sympathetic understanding. Thus 
we must try to pass from the accessible surface-indices to 
the more deep-lying background of psychological phenomena. 
It is not without symptomatic significance that psycho
analysis of the Freudian, Adlerian, and other types emerged 
and became popular at a time in which another group of 
psychologists (the behaviourists) was obstinately opposing 
the " understanding " method. 

Psycho-analysis 1 in its general approach at least, is one 
of these types of psychological investigation which do not 
regard man as he is found at any given time as immutable. 
The discovery of the unconscious makes it possible to 
penetrate into those hidden mechanisms through which 
psychological adjustment on the deeper levels of the self 
can be brought about. Whereas behaviourism is concerned 
primarily with external behaviour and shuns the type of 
" understanding " observation which is necessary for dealing 
with the deeper levels of mental life, the Freudian theory 

1 As a bibliographical introduction to the literature of psycho-analysis, 
cf. Rickman, John, Index Psychoanalyticus, 1893-1926, Internation.i.1 
Psycho-analytical Library, volume 14, London, 1928. Cf. in addition 
to Freud's Gesammelte Sckriften the psycho-analytical periodicals, Inter 
Mtionak Zilitschrift fuY Psychoanalyse, Imago, Zeitscki-ift fur psydw-
analytiscke Padagogik, Psy&ho-analytische Bewegung, and the other 
publications of the lnternationaler. Verlag fiir Psychoanalyse. 

Concerning individual psychology, cf. above all the writings of Alfred 
Adler and Erwin Wexberg, and thelntemationale ZeitsckriftfiiY lndivit.lwl
f.>$y,;hologie. 

For a bibliography orientation in the problem of personality, cf. Roback, 
A .. A., A Bibliog,aphy of Charaetei- and Personality, Cambridge, Mass., 1927 
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and similar points of view turn their attention to injuries, 
the afteHffects of which influence the whole psychological 
organization of the individual. Traumas, which have arisen 
from . external causes, are included here as well as the 
inferiority feelings which develop in the course of the com
petition which has been so important in our own society. 
In the last analysis-without deciding whether it can succeed 
or not-psycho-analysis seeks to transform the whole 
man.1 It is a question here of formulating these ultimate 
abstract principles which govern psychological life in general, 
as well as those psychological principia media which comply 
onlyto a typical human being of a particular historical period 
and in a particular society. Abstract principles are attained 
when the most complicated psychological changes are 
reduced to a few fundamental laws of the theory of drives, 
such as, for example, the pleasure principle, the reality 
principle, the death instinct, and so on, and moreover, 
when the attempt is made to interpret the whole mechanism 
in terms of fundamental processes, such as repression,· 
sublimation, projection, etc. The existence. of principia 
media which are valid only .for certain epochs, has recently 
been demonstrated in investigations. which show that 
in a patriarchial society emotions appear in quite a different 
form from those in a matriarchal society. 11 In this connection, 

: .i This tendency is.best expressed in V. von Weizsil.cker's Sonals Kranfl
"6it untl sozjale G~suHllung {Berlin, 1930), "The medical attitude which 
alone is.$Uited to cure a neurosis and notjust to isolate it (and thereby 
inaintafu it) we .. will call the comprehen~ve one. It.consists in the fact 
that the physician by collaborating with the patient from the. very 
beguullng, goes with. him, so to speak,· into the. field in. which the neurosis 
is at wo:rk, as if he hi!Dself were in the l!aille position, and, as regards 
knowledge and the. formation of judgment, places himself. on the same 
level; ., : ·." "It will no longer be permjssible to confuse th.e health of 
a. pmon with .the, anatomical and physiological normality of individual 
orpns and fimetions, This truly hypochondriac appl."OaCh binds the 

.. lllllior specialist Oil the one hand to a once great idea, and on the other 
· .1,o the patient who ~es at any price to have bis symptoms treated 
. , ijiorder:not to ha.ve to undergo .the deeper change .in bis human existence, 

. which. is indicated by the symptom:•·• · 
, . · ~ Cf. Malb;,pwpi, ;s., Se:11 and R~P,,e$sion · in Savage Society (London, 

1$37), p. 178. Malinowski employs in addition. to the Freudian theorie$ 
. ·.~ he applies only with qualifications) the fundamental psychological . ·.C .. ,. - wa down. by Sba.nd .• A; F:;. in.bis TIH Foundations ofCharaeldr 
•· ' . oa, . 1839). · . Cf; mnong anthl."ot>Ological and ethnological studies 
91l· t1-e same tliem.e, Mead, 114<, Com1~ of Age in Samoa (New York; 
. ~ • a~ pf tht't latter woi;k shoWll from· 11trikingly vivid 

:tUJ1Qs oUhe ~ of -.. ... , ·.d..1. m a· ilCk;alled " .,,c;_a; " trio ., , .. , .. , . . :,".-~ •. §"'- . ,. . .. r--ve .e 

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



THE PROBLEM OF TRANSFORMING MAN 2r9 

our endeavour to describe the historical variations of mental 
life is presented with an entirely new task. Namely to 
investigate every society to see what sort of repressions and 
taboos it brings about in the individual in its efforts to 
maintain its authority and order. Every social order and 
the various special social situations which make it up breed 
various neuroses, which they in part repress and in part 
foster. 

The will to transform and to plan is manifested in the 
daring which is involved in the attempt to regulate even 
those phases of psychological life which hitherto were most 
obscure and which worked like natural forces, i.e. the adapta
tion and the malformations of the unconscious. In short 
even the inhibitory and liberating mechanisms of the 
individual are to be recognized, analysed, and turned in 
the best possible direction. Dreams are to be studied and 
those men and women whose spiritual growth has been 
warped in a social situation are to be completely transformed. 
Originally the psycho-analytical approach was purely 
individualistic, it was able to perceive only the individual 
with his abstract injuries in some abstract society. The 
sociological approach was followed to the extent that only 
early childhood experience was dealt with in terms of a few 
standard situations, .without taking into account the social 
distinctions between the various families (e.g. the proletarian 

.. family, bourgeois family, and soon). The individual was to be 
. transformed within his own framework through a process of 
inner enlightenment and through the cathartic effects of a 
wisely guided analysis; What was lacking, however, for 
thoroughgoing· planning, was the pragmatic . insight which 
in its · possibilities at least has been too little. exploited by 
psycho--analysis, namely that psychological make-up and 
activity go together, and that a human being can be changed 
only when together with the revel.ation of his . customary 
maladaptations and injuries, a new environment is created 
in which . the. adjusted and enlightened individual will be 
able to stay on the right track. Moreover, it lacks the 

tha.t the psychological· crises which a.re · typical of· the stage of puberty 
.in . more . a.dva.nced cultures do not exist there, The psychological 
conflicts •of the stage of puberty seem then to be due ilot to the biologioal 
~eture of. the individual, but to the conflict laden atmosphere of present- · 
da.y society. . .. . 
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insight to see that certain . maladjustments cannot be put 
right without a change in society as a whole. 

The place in which psycho~analysis originated, i.e. the 
consulting room of the physician, entered into the scheme of 
things in both a positive and negative way; Its concrete 
relationship with psrchiatry gave it the chance to observe 
a larg~ number of cases very carefully, but it allowed it to 
beco:in.e only very vaguely aware of the social environment. 
It lacked the sociological insight into the social mechanism 
which is indispensable for complete planning. The person 
was to be reorganized as an individual although this re
organization penetrated to depths which bad never been 
touched before. But the level of inventive thinking still 
persisted in as far as psycho-analysis sought to adjust or 
establish the mdividual object, the individual person, 
without really fitting it into its actual situation in life. The 
planned approach, however, is already manifesting itself in 
so far that the abstract processes of action, the correct and 
incorrect adaptations are analysed from the point of view 
of the whole spiritual economy of the individual. In this 
context the concept of economy of the libido is of greatest 
significance. Thus, the aspects that behaviourism completely 
neglected are here raised to the level of a central problem. 
But all that still appears to us in the first phases of psycho
analysis· is a product of the approach characteristic of the 
llberal.,.individualistic epoch:. the typical isolation. of· the 
individual when diagnosed, the obscuring of social inter• 
dependence, and the over simplification of the individual's 
relationship to his environment-all these are being overcome 
step by step and revised in . a new process of sociological 
readjustment· which is already visible. Owing to this more 
concrete and sociological point ofview various important 
differences are discovered .. ·•Thus the family in· general gives 
way to the family in a given social class at a given period 
in time.. The observation of psychological crises, which. are 
brought about by unemployment in various types of 
personality in various stages in their .development, becomes 
a major interest of · psychological research.1 The special 
.· 1 ~U$works in this ield are.Laza.rsfeld-Yahoda, T.M., and Zeisl,R, 
~ A~-•- .. Marienthal : Ein soziograpliischer V eYsucls. ulier du 
Wit'~~ lang~ Arbeilil~ke# mitlinem Anliang : ZMGes&lliclste 
ilw Sanograp]lie (Leipzig. 1983). Mm Witlwut Work, a :reporf made to 
the l'ilgrim . T~ Caml>ridge, 193&.. For· a bibliography, d •. the .. 'il'el:Y 

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



THE PROBLEM OF TRANSFORMING MAN 221 

problem of the proletarian or bourgeois child arises out 
of the abstract problems of childhood as such.1 

The process of the formation of symbols is studi,.,d not 
only in the life of the single individual but in the various 
classes. The classes are themselves not treated. without 
distinctions, but rather as historically and socially stratified, 
and one traces the way in which the general mechanism 
produces particular mechanisms in various historical social 
situations in varying degrees of detail. a 

With this we enter upon the level of planning. The under
standing of those key-points which connect the psychological 
with the social mechanisms, the comprehension of the 
principia media which govern psychological and social 

valuable bibliographical Slll"Vey of Eisenberg, Philip, and Lazars:l'eld, 
Paul F., "The Psychological Effects of Unemployment," Psychological 
Bulletin, vol. 35, No. 6, June, 1938, pp. 358-390, also Williams, James 
Michel, Human Aspects of Unemployment Relief (Chapel Hill, North 
Carolina, 193 ) ; Bakke, J., The Unemployed Man (London, 1933); 
Sutherland, E. H .• and Locke, H. J., The Homeless Man (Philadelphia, 
1936) ; . Kardiner, Abram, " The Role of Economic Security in <the Adapta
tion of the Individual," The Family, October, 1936, pp. 187-197 ; and 
"Security and Cultural Restraints", ibid., October, 1937, pp. 183-196. 
Cf. also Lasswell, H. D., " What Psychiatrists and Political Scientists 
Can Learn from One Anotl:!,er,0 Psychiatry: Journal of the Biology and 
Pathology of Interpersonal Reiati<m§, vol. i, No. 1, pp. 33-9, 1938; and 
"Psychoanalyse und Sozialanalyse ", Imago, vol, 19,. pp. 377-383, .1933; 
also Lewin, Kurt, Dynamic Theory of Personality {New York-London, 
1935); Brown, J. F., Psy&110logy and the Social Order (New York, 1936); 
and Moreno, J. L., · Who Shall Survive (Washington, D.C., 1934). Cf. also 
Sociometry: A Journal of Interpersonal Relations, 1937. 

1 C!. for illu.strative literatme Aichhom, A., Verwahrloste Jugend 
(Wien, 1931) (English trallslation as Wayward Youth, New York, 1936); 
Homburger, A., Psychopatlwlogie des Kindesalters (Berlin, l928) (with 
an · extensive bibliography) : Franzen-Hellersberg, L., Die jug~ndliche 
Arbeiterin (Tiibingen, 1932); Thomas, W. I., The Unadjusted Girl 
{Criminal Science Monograph No. 4) {Boston, 1931); Reuter, E. B., 
Mead, Margaret, and Foster, R. G., et al.,." S al Research in 
Adolescence," American]ournalofSociology, :clli, l ( 936), pp. 81-94, 

• We will mention here only a few examples of oach : Fromm, 
Erich, Die Entwicklung des C}wistusdogmas (Wien, 1931), and his essa}'ll 
in the Zeitscllrift fiif Sozialforschung. Reich, W., Msssenpsychologie des 
Faschistnus '(Copenhagen,. 1933).; Dollard, John, Criteria f01' .the Life 
HistMy (New Haven, 1935) ; - Horney, Karen, The Neurotie Personality 
in Our Time (New York, 1937}, and "Culture and Neurosis", by the 
same · ~uthor in Am!!.1'ican Sociological Review, i, 2 April, l 936) : 
Dollard, John, Caste and Class tn a Sout°Mrn Town (New Haven,. 1931) .; 
Erich I<'romm's contribution to the collective work AutmitiU und Famiii11, 
ed\ted by ~ Horkheimer (Paris, 1936), is also a. step in this direction. 
An important work in this field has been done by Harold D. Lasswell, 
cf . .World Politics and. Personal Insecurity (New York, 1936), also the 
bibliography of his publications in Psychiatry, vol. i, No, l, 1938. Ci. also 
in the.J3ibliography (III, I, d and f) at the end of this book. 
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types in a given time and place, move more and more into 
the foreground. We have now reached a stage where we 
can imagine how to plan the best possible human types by 
deliberately reorganizing the various groups of social 
factors. We can go on to alter those inhibitions which are 
a legacy of past societies and are no longer necessary. 
This· was already the meaning of the Enlightenment 
which in its attempt to eliminate superstition and those 
forms of asceticism which became meaningless fore
shadowed, at least, a new. social economy in the control 
of impulses and a new self-conscious guidance of the 
restraints which are still necessary. Even though much 
still remains obscure and very many assertions problematic, 
nevertheless this approach has reached such. a point 
that we can, logically at least, foresee our goal, which is the 
planned guidance of people's lives on a sociological basis, and 
with the aid of psychology. In this way we are keeping in the 
foreground both the highest good of society and the peace 
of mind . of the individual. . The promising beginnings of 
psycho-analysis, together with the subtler forms of 
pragmatism like that of Dewey 1 give a good start and may 
well lead to promising consequences, the nature of which we 
are not yet able to foresee. 

It is not our taskheretodecidejus twhetherin the attempts 
of our time to bring about a transformation of mankind we 
are striving for the impossible, but it cannot be doubted that 
the sociological problem of social change will never be solved 
without an exact analysis of the problems with which we 
have been dealing here. There is, no doubt, a line beyond 
which· innate hereditary traits and certain principles of 
social organization hold sway. This line cannot be known 
in advance, but will reveal itself only through experiments . 

. Theapparent Umits to the transforrnability of men are not 
themes for abstract philosophical discussions but for realistic 
approach, education, and social research. Philosophical 

1 Dewey, John, Democracy and Education {New York, 1916). Cf. also 
ll~l. Bertrand, Education. 4nl1 the. Social Order, London, 1932, and 
his .address Education j()f Democracy, London, 1937. 

For.a stimulating collection ofessays.on recent problems in education, 
together with further bibliographical references, cf. Calverton, V. F., 
and. Schmalhausen, S. D, (editors), The New Generation (London, 1930). 
Cf. also C<>hen,. J ., Travers, .R. M. W. (ed.), Educating for Democracy, 
Lonqon, l939; Labo.rde, E. D., ProQlems in Modern E.ducation, Cam .. bridge, 

·1~. 
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discussions are most likely to result in ontological and 
anthropological dogmas about the nature of man which 
spring from the analysis of situations which are already 
passing away, and which no longer give valid grounds 
for philosophical generalizations. Such discussions serve 
only to spare us the trouble of transcending a form of 
human life which is moulded by our particular society. 
In fact, philosophy often runs the risk, as a late-corner in 
the scientific field, of basing its generalizations on empirical 
data and principles of discovery which empiricism itself is 
in process of repudiating. Apart from the cloistered systems 
of philosophy which merely sum up the results of past ages, 
there has always been another type, that of the pioneer 
who produced principles which at the next stage of social 
development were to become important tools of research, and 
set up the frame of reference into which specialists were 
later to insert the details. Seeking to follow this example, 
it seems to be our task to pick out the factors unconsciously 
at work in the empirical researches now under way, i.e. to 
demonstrate that in the scattered and apparently isolated 
philosophical, psychological, and educational tendencies of 
recent years, the will to plan is everywhere at work, though 
in most cases, it has not yet become conscious. To-day it is 
not enough that individual scattered researches which are 
fundamentally related, should go on without knowing of each 
other's existence. Planning means fitting the isolated fact 
into place, so that the individual research workers realize 
the often latent connections between their discvveries. 

Is mass transformation of external behaviour the right 
way to begin, or must we start with the complete transforma
tion of the individual ? In answering this question, it must 
be remembered that planning is not establishment, where the 
major materials of construction are found in a relatively 
finished state and have only to be assembled. Planning is 
strategy, and strategy is a process in which an action requires 
only the means to carry it out during the action itself. In such 
a context, actions are to be directed primarily not to attaining 
the best possible qualities or to following the more favourable 
path, but towards means which are most likely to lead from 
the status quo to the desired goal and which will gradually 
transform the person who uses them. A psychological and 
sociological method of influencing and forming human beings 
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which is in itself the best, may be quite unsuitable from the 
point of view of strategy. Here, too, it would be best to think 
in terms of open alternatives, and constantly weigh the pros 
and cons of each way of doing things. 

If, in planning, we keep the strategic point of view in the 
foreground, it is possible that in order to transcend the given 
social situation, we may have to begin by using the 
behaviouristic technique. One begins with the technique 
which will transform human beings from their external 
behaviour inwards and which will compress the processes 
which can be organized from the outside into a properly 
. working interdependent whole. Only when a certain order. 
has been brought about in this manner will we be able to 
assuage .the uneasiness of those who feel that this method 
neglects the " .whole person " and in the last analysis 
deforms it. This kind of approach is favoured by the fact 
that man has hitherto been changed from the outside through 
uncontrolled processes of growth and selection, . and real 
assimilation and inner adaptation to a situation have 
followed a long. way behind. The normal way has been for 
man. to find. himself a new situation :first, to adapt himself 
to it through a series of more or less unconscious acts and 
then, later, to make those inner psychological changes which 
bring the individual into harmony with the situation. To 
take a simple example : when a man, who has been a slave 
to his work, retires towards the end of his life, and suddenly 
finds• a tremendous .amount of unused energy available, 
he will at first from sheer imitation, spend his spare time in 
the conventional ways. Only quite gradually after severe 
crises will the inner workings of his. mind be transformed. 
He will then, according to his character, and the situation, 
cultivate bis capacities for play, for sublimation, for con- · 

•· 'wntplation. and so on. Classes 1· which have recently risen 
in.the social scale remould themselves in the same ways, and 

· · turn tb~ir energies from work and competition. to culture and 
~limation only after their·. outward circumstances . have 

. beep. changed. . . •· . . . . . 
·· The ~turalprocesses of. education work from the outs~de 

..• · mWJi'dly •· a,nd jf it .oft~ ~s.in history as if an intellectual 
'• 'l"!VOltltjQn preceded the· 4t real movement " as for. instance~ ·.tn•~ ltalightenm~t .withitsnew kinds •of sendments and · :: ·'.: :.f/w~ ..» blwe to aa:r ·~ore. OJI this top1c· 1a.. -et. w~ .s1e ff. · · 
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ideas, one overlooks the fact that even before these " ideas " 
emerged the transformation had already begun to take place 
in a great many real situations, which to-day are hidden 
from us. · The Enlightenment as an all-embracing intellectual 
trend with its obvious social consequences could be integrated 
into a movement only after social changes penetrating 
from the outside inward had already prepared the minds of 
individuals in society to accept certain things. A further 
fact, which testifies to the way in which the technique of 
transformation begins with the outside and moves inward, 
is our experience with delinquent adolescents. In ,the light 
of results in this sphere, it can ~ said that it is, for example, 
almost impossible to change anindividual member of a well 
organized criminal gang by taking him out of the group and 
trying to improve him by himself. The whole group· must 
be given a new direction, starting with its leader. The 
individual will then move with the general current.1 

The second strategic method of social transformation 
would be to begin with the inward transformation of the 
individual. By far the greatest difficulty is that this method 
can obviously only be applied to a very few, to minorities, 
inasmuch as neither the political, nor the institutional, nor 
the economic possibility for a large-scale change in. educa
tional methods exists at·the present moment. This remains 
the special problem of our experimental schools, ,which carry 
out their experiments on a small minority. Such . experi
.xnents-even were they to _ fail~would _ still be a heroic 
undertaking, which is reason enough for brie:fty explaining the 
sotjological meaning of their method. · 

The transformation of society through .the transformation 
of the personality of each individual, can at first create only 
pioneer types. Even if these methods succeed completely, 
they produce only • a few more perfect human types, and 
~b,ere is always the danger that when these are placed 
in the middle -of practical life, which , is quite differently 
organized from their own, they may break down~ 'l'hese 
apprenti~s will always,sufferfrom the-fad that,their,~er 
transformation has been :brought , about_ by · an education 

._ which is out i;>f step with the transformation of society. 
_Here the ,Jaw, that- human nat:ure must be transformed 

.1 Thrasher, F. 11/!.., TI,, GMl(l. .A. Stwly of t,3t, 3 Gang_~ in CA~_, .new , 
· editioa (Qucago, 1937). 
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through the group, as we saw in _our example of the gangs 
of delinquent children, does not hold to the same extent. 
Only the man who is still not far removed from primordial 
horde solidarity can be transformed through the group 
alone. Those individuals who come from social groups which 
are already individualized can be remoulded individually, 
even if not entirely, at any rate, to a much greater degree 
than delinquent children with a poor background. This is 
especially true when they are placed in artificially isolated 
surroundings and educated under special conditions as 
boarding schools, and so on. 

Everyone who does not underrate the significance of 
pioneers in history must admit that this inward trans
formation of the individual, which sets him in advance of his 
time, is more or less justi:fied.1 And it should not be over
looked that in the older, more stable and hierarchic societies, 
the special education of the elite was much less dangerous 
for the individual than it is to-day, when it is unlikely that 
these few who have been trained for a special pioneer work 
will be able · to live and maintain themselves in their own 
class with its own individual atmosphere. 

An unequal, more or less caste-like, static society can 
approve the cultivation and sublimation of the personalities 
of its ruling classes asadvanceguards. Inthesecircumstances 
it is probable that these leading groups will have to prove 
their worth only within the special atmosphere of the ruling 
classes. On the other hand, the new method of training the 
elite merely by education and from the inside outward is 
faced with the paradoxical task, even where it is entirely 
successful, of developing pioneers who will remain com
pletely balanced in spite of the external structure and the 
average conditions of the existing society. Something is then 
expected of these elites which a static society did not require, 
~ely that they maintain•. their personality and stability 
of character even in an uncertain environment and in 
completely unpredictable situations. The only solution 
h~re is to find a way .to make these pioneers so supple, 
adaptable · and decisive that in spite of the broad outlook 
their education has given thetri, and a personality which is in 
advance of their time, they will continue to exist in the 

1 Cf. pp. 75, 86-106, where the inevitability of advan~ guards.· was 
~e evident, C!. also.in the.l3ibliography, IV, 4, and III, 1, d. 
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ups and dovvns of a revolutionary world. It will be necessary, 
therefore, to combine steadiness of purpose and a farsighted 
policy with an unusual capacity for adaptation and action. 

A continuity between the older and newer elites seems to be 
desirable here. This continuity is not only important for the 
older elites but also for the newly developing society. Never 
has mankind been able to maintain a level of culture which 
it had once attained without establishing some sort of 
continuity with the bearers of the older cultural heritage and 
their techniques of rationalization and sublimation. Just 
as a revolution, however radical, should not destroy the 
machinery of production, if there is not to be a relapse into 
backward standards of living, so the bearers of the 
accumulated cultural heritage cannot be cast aside if one 
wants to avoid a cultural catastrophe. Here, too, there 
must be methods of planning, which by amalgamating older 
and newer groups of leaders, can combine the valuable 
heritage of the older elites and the new outlook of the younger 
ones in the best possible way. The function and the role of the 
elites, their continuity and the manner in which they are 
integrated into society, constantly reappear from whatever 
angle we regard the problem. The historical and sociological 
investigation of the functions of elites is vitally important 
if the older as well as the younger groups of elite are to under
stand their work in society. 

To summarize: The danger of the external method of 
transformation consists in the fact that it only outwardly 
changes society without really transforming man. 

As a result formal order and functional rationality exist 
side by side with an inner disorganization and lack of 
direction which constantly threaten to undermine important 
social institutions. The danger of the internal method 
consists of the fact that the few who, because of this kind of 
education, have a certain spiritual richness and personal 
culture, break without resistance as soon as the special 
surroundings in which they move are destroyed by a sudden 
social upheaval. Here we can be helped only by inter
dependent action and thought which make use of both the 
internal and the external approaches in· the sense that they 
combine at every step the transformation of society with the 
traDsformation of individual personality. Moreover, as with 
most theoretical paradoxes, the problem is insoluble on the 
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level of abstract thinking. The exaggerated consistency of 
one-sided logical systems of thought tears out of their context 
things which if reconciled in· action, can be gradually 
united into a more and more appropriate pattern of conduct. 
The solution of these theoretical paradoxes is always possible 
in practice if the carefully thought out alternatives are 
used not as final formulre but as signposts to indicate the 
possible trends of events. 

We . have now seen from many angles that planned 
thinking rests primarily on the new capacity for perceiving 
interdependent connections in a social structure. By inter
dependence, we mean tha~ the effects of a particular element 
are first traced out in one of the abstract spheres (such as 
economics, psychology, and so on), and that later the inter
action of the spheres itself becomes a problem. This kind of 
thinking has its difficulties like every other. One of the 
greatest difficulties is the question of the division of labour 
and equally difficult is the method of control. 

Abstract thinking, which tries to deal with single isolated 
objects, has created a division of labour for itself which 
works very well. We must abide by this division of labour 
as we shall constantly have to solve individual problems which 
must be treated up to a point as if the question of inter
dependence were irrelevant. There are technical questions 
concerning the structure of an association, the organization 
of a school, the constitution ofa state, and so on, which can 
be handled largely according to abstract rules which are 
universally valid, and not limited to a given social 
milieu. 

On the other hand, we must always return to the point 
at which the general rules must be modified to fit the concrete 
situation. Principia media limited to the situation will 
have to be sought out again and again. The uniqueness of a 
given fonn of government cannot be explained only by an 
abstract functional principle. The way in which authority 
is organized, the kind of economic system in force and the 
outstanding characteristics .of the citizen-all these will 
affect the concrete working of the constitution. 

The old division of labour in the sciences is adequate as 
long as individual objects, processes and institutions are to 
~ accuratelystudi~. Itis, however, completely inadequate 
1fone taktIB as ones ~entral problem the concrete relations 
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of the individual object with its particular environment. 
When the problem appears in this form, the integration of 
once separate spheres becomes an issue. The obstacle to 
the realization crf the necessity for such a new type of integra
tion is mainly to be found in a philosophy and methodology 
which belongs to an earlier stage of history. As often happens 
in history, an earlier outlook or an earlier type of investiga
tion builds up a philosophy which is intended to justify its 
own inability to solve the new problems which are emerging. 
In this case, for instance, it is maintained that it is not the 
task of science to unite the fragments which have been 
taken from their context. Or else it is contended that the 
nature of reality itself is such that it does not allow 
the separate cross sections to be recombined in thought, or 
the individual form of society to be reconstructed. 

It is already su:ffi.ciemly obvious to us that as far as the 
concrete, historical, individual societies and their principia 
media are concerned, scientific agnosticism necessarily 
belongs to the stage of knowledge which has not yet reached 
the level of planning, and where thought in every sphere still 
works within the framework of the invention of isolated 
single objects. The most essential aim of this book is 
to show that the claims to absoluteness of this type of 
trunking have been invalidated by the tasks set by the 
social process and that the transition t11 interdependent 
thinking .has become a necessity. 

It is now clear that if the vast :field of knowledge could not 
be mastered by a single investigator under the previous 
division of scientific labour, this new type of thinking. which 
strikes out in all directions has even less chance of being 
achieved by an individual thinker without the help of a far
reaching division of labour. The result is that division of 
labour and specialization become even more necessary than 
before. But the lines along which the division of .labour takes 
place must be completely different from what they have been 
in the past. The :fields and subjects which the old a.s well 
~ the new division of labour has to take into accouµt must 
be arranged according to a new principle. This new principle, 
however, can only consist in bringing together everything 
which is required to explain a concrete situation, whether 
the themes selected fall within one or several fields of .the 
.already existing special sciences. The division of labour 
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will be determined by problem-units which will be concrete 
analyses of situation and structure. 

Abstract inventive thinking, having failed to reproduce the 
total structure, tried to provide a substitute to gratify man's 
craving for a total picture, by an exaggerated systematiza
tion of its principles and facts. Instead of taking as its 
problem the whole network of interdependent social events, 
it has tried to construct a formal system of sociology which 
undoubtedly has a certain educational value. 

Now it is not to be denied that all abstract thinking 
reaches its highest level in a system of thought which 
orders all its contents from a few axiomatic principles, until 
the concrete historical types are reached, according to a single 
criterion. A system is, of course, a praiseworthy accomplish
ment within certain limits. But this tendency towards formal 
systematization can be harmful if it diverts research workers 
and theorists from interdependent thinking. Interdependent 
thinking is most useful when it works out as fully as possible 
all the relevant factors~their relevance being determined by 
the problem to be solved. · It is less useful when it limits 
itself to applying a few formal principles which are imposed 
on the subject matter from the outside. The bias towards 
classification in the type of textbooks used in American educa
tion and the overwhelming tendency to systematize according 
to the pattern of philosophical systems, so marked in 
German thought, can sometimes be an obstacle to seeing the 
object itself. This, for instance, happens when one believes 
thatthe formally ordered facts in themselves comprehend the 
whole of reality. System and structure are two entirely 
different things. A system is an intellectual, self-contained 
ordering principle ; structure is the organizing principle of 
social reality itself. It can never be directly observed because 
it is always more inclusive than any partial social situation. 
It is to be approached only when different empirical trends 
and results are combined. Thus theoretical considerations are 
here inevitable, although they must be so undogmatic and 
flexible thatthey are capable of adjusting themselves to all 
the deviations and ramifications of events, in order that 
t.he real structure of society as a whole may be extracted 
from them. 

The analysis of concr:ete situations will therefore have to 
begin aLfirst by stressing those facts and interconnections 
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of facts which are structurally relevant. This choice of 
relevant facts can be achieved only by means of the socio
logical translation mentioned at the beginning of the book. 1 

It presupposes a special training in observation and an 
intellectual tradition accustomed to theoretical analysis. 
Certain types of events have a special significance because 
they reflect the transformation of the older principia media 
into new ones. These are the facts which must be sought 
out in any empirical investigation. It is, therefore, quite 
wrong in the name of a falsely conceived empiricism to 
collect all facts indiscriminately as though one were as good 
as the next. Facts are only of equal value for someone who is 
more or less indifferent to the real course of events and who 
does not have to take action, so that the major trends in 
events seem unimportant. Human knowledge, however, 
even in its most isolated spheres, is somehow linked up with 
the social process, and it is fatal to this sort of knowledge 
if an unordered empiricism with its senseless collection of facts 
is allowed to produce a cultivated blindness to the real 
nature of the society in which we live. As contrasted with 
this method, the right way of studying society is first to 
grasp those significant facts, which so to speak, represent 
the key positions in the social process. Once these are 
grasped, they will almost spontaneously force the investi
gator to use synthetic methods. Important as it is to 
stress the uselessness of an indiscriminate empiricism from 
the point of view of social conduct, it is also dangerous to 
exaggerate the importance of activism in human thought to 
the point of a dogmatic denial of. tl:..::. value of a searching 
questioning method. The greatest danger is a certain lack 
of op{lnness of mind which is apt to treat statements about 
the principia media as axioms, instead of flexible hypotheses, 
always ready to be checked by the smallest contradictory 
fact. 

The findings in the. field of the principia me<l,ia cannot be 
judged by the same standards as the inductive confirmation 
of general laws. The sociologist devoted to their study must 
use the results of the special sciences in analysing the 
situation as a whole, but ifis no part of his work to obtain 
the specialized results themselves. It is true that the 
synthetic method is largely based on the facts that the 

1 Cf. page 26. 
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special sciences have collected by induction, but it frees 
them from their abstraction, and shows how they work in a 
concrete setting. Comparing, relating, synthesizing and 
referring theories to co:ncrete facts are the basic methods 
which have to be used here~ 

Sociology in wping with these tasks must take the risk 
that a certain amount of intuition will be involved. But it 
is an unfortunate habit to call everything which cannot be 
measured" intuitive" in a pejorative sense, just as though 
genuine perception were only possible through quantitativ~ 
measurements. There are so many different forms of 
intuition· that they really cannot all be included . under 
one heading. The intuition of a poet who conceives of 
an object in his fancy so that it eventually becomes only an 
exaggerated or idealized picture is on quite a different level 
from the intuition of an .empiricist in the deeper sense of the 
word; Although admittedly not measurable, the imagination 
of the genuine empiricist is nevertheless so well directed 
towards the object as it really is, that in a certain sense it 
acltj.eves a new form of exactness, sui generi,s, so that to use 
the same word " intuition " here that one uses for the fancy 
of a poet, only serves to obscure the.real nature of this type 
of perception. In this sense, there is only imagination in the 
thought· processes of the genuine empiricist in so far as he 
has to use his faculty of callii1g up things which ate .not 

·· immediately present, or reconstructing aspects of the object 
an.d its interrelations with others whicb .ate not directly· 
perceptible. If conceived of in these terms the intuition of our 
empiricist •is something ·which can . be . analysed and. 

. ~roken down into its elements and at. all its stages wnverted 
an.to a method of control and demonstration. Constant 
comparison and corrective analysis, flexible, undogmatic 
hypotheses, which bear all the possibilities in mind, and the 

. rt?adiness to leatn from fresh events guarantee that anything 
. .learn~ from intuition ·will be carefully tested by the facts,. 

·· · What .. is more, the intuitive approach is inevitable in 
. > inventive :thinking, too, as long as. we are dealing with. a 

,~ubi~t .which has. not yet been explor~. · 
. ··•• · t:be cb.aracteristic unit of planned thinking is the " situa~ 
~ •• and even. more complex configurations.1 .. At the level 
~,~ itis ~ and more necessa~ to think in terms 

1 CL.~ t11.a ifth ~ of the J>oi)k,. pp. 299 ~· .. 
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of situations as wholes. It is essential, not only in practical 
life but in science itself, to know how to fit together in one's 
mind the different series of events, and to see how the 
individual· events, institutions, and attitudes of mind are 
determined by each other. 

We need, of course, specialized· knowledge, which is 
accurate in the sense that it can demonstrate regularities 
with inductive certainty in a purposely limited field. But 
this latter type of thought, which is extremely exact by 
its own standards, is extremely inexact when measured 
by other standards, because it has no horizon and tears 
the individual object out of the context in which it works. 
It is estranged from reality, because it destroys the unit of 
action of which the individual object is a part. For this 
very reason the analysis of a situation is the right approach 
to reality. 

It is essential to thought on the level of discovery that it 
should be entirely "instinctive" and that it should produce 
its very best results without being aware of itself. It is of 
the nature of inventive thinking as it expresses itself in 
abstract and specialized terms that it loses sight of the 
fact that it is not an end in itself. In contrast with these 
plari,ned, interdependent thinking is more rational and more 
reflective, and at the same time less abstract than inventive 
thinking in that it is constantly aware of its function and is 
constantly scrutinizing its. methods to obtain better control 
over them. Planned thinking conceives of itself in terms of 
thought which is part and parcel of the total life. process. 

The danger zone of each of the modes of thought which 
we have dealt with so far is that it either runs ahead· of or 
lags behind the kinl of thought best fitted to a given stage of 
history. The possibility and the necessity of certain modes 
of thought at a certain peciod of history are defined primarily 
by the natm,e of the problems to be solved and by the level 
of reality to which it is necessary to penetrate. We noted the 
disastrous effects ofthis lag (pp. IO ff., 162 f., and passim)., 
where we showed how man tried to solve problems which 
arose .. from • the interdependence .. of events by thinking 
only in watertight compartments and considering only 
individual, isolated goals. Here·we could see very distinctly 
how greatly thought can lag behind the tasks set .. us in 
certain fields. of S9cial life. Our predica:ment consists in 
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that we are approaching an age when it is necessary to 
regulate not only single institutions but also the manner in 
which they are interrelated. 

Besides the danger of the lag, there is an equally great 
danger of " running ahead " which consists in the premature 
use of complicated ways of thinking and acting in situations 
where the simple ones still work quite well. In this way the 
original "interplay of forces" in which actions and 
habits of thoughts are unconsciously adapted to one 
another is broken up. This spontaneous behaviour, with its 
unconscious adaptations, cannot easily be surpassed by 
reason in certain spheres. On the contrary : every act of 
reflective thinking in these spheres blunts spontaneous 
capacities and is rarely · rnore than a poor substitute for 
them. This does not mean that thought in· itself is an evil, 
but rather that it only applies to certain fields of action. 
Invention only spoils things as long as discovery still goes 
on its way successfully, and it is probable that we first 
passed from discovery to invention only in situations where 
certain problems could no longer be mastered · through the 
simpler modes· of behaviour. On the other hand, where 
inventions are called for, every single act of inventive 
thinking takes the place of many generations of unconscious 
experiment. 

Thus through historical changes, different fields of action 
gradually emerge, which in their tum evoke different forms 
of conduct and thought. Although these types of conduct 
and thought· are related to each other as stages, this does 
not mean that the newer modes.of conduct and thought must 
always replace the older ones, since it is possible for the roost 
diverse historical levels to exist side by side. Even to-day 
there are many difficulties in our lives to which we adjust 
ourselves quite simply without knowing precisely how we do 
it. Even to-day every technological innovation is brought 
about on. the level of ·inventive. thinking and the social process of production would come to a standstill if, at those 
points where abstract thinking focused on immediate goals 
is req11ired, we tried to suppress it in favour of the planned 
apj>rod, The .real· danger in planned thinking is that 
instead of constantly experimenting, it tends to turn into 
a rigid system. '' I>ogmatism" on. the planning level is 
tj.O:thing but .·a. mistaken. view. of planning as· being a purely 
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theoretical scheming. In planning the highest level of 
experimental thought and conduct is reached. Dogmatic, 
systematic consistency is possible only where the rigidity of 
purely administrative methods has been attained-or where, 
as we have seen, on the level of inventive thinking, one 
tries to systematize the general principles collected from 
concrete facts. Doctrinaire, rigid consistency is useless when 
we enter into what is still unknown. Here even planned 
thinking, to become the appropriate instrument, has to take 
up the questioning, searching attitude. 

If planned thinking is to remain a strategy, then it must 
have the courage and the leap into the dark required by the 
interdependent method of investigation. But it can never 
afford to be so authoritative as to exclude the element of 
inquiry which is an essential part of planning. 

An illustration will make this clear. Anyone who to-day 
concerns himself with the transformation of man, will have 
to make use of the insight offered by psychology, and the 
ends and means which he has learned to appreciate through 
a study of society. He would, however, be a poor educator 
if he simply included the person he was to educate in a 
preconceived category. By contrast he would have the 
proper approach if he :first submerged himself in the real 
difficulties and conflicts of his pupil,. and .then remembered 
to a.pply his theoretical knowledge. This means, as .far as 
thinking is concerned, that we should think · things out . as 
far as possible, but that in action, we should continually 
be aware that planned thinking, for a long time to come, will 
have to work in as yet uncharted territory. 

Principia media cannot be deduced and their trans
formations cannot be prophesied in advance. But in spite 
of this it is possible to press forward intellectually, in a 
spirit of inquiry. This reckoning with facts which are not yet 
fully understood from the intellectual point of view is by 
no means . to be confused with the thoughtlessness which 
to-day calls itself irrationalism. In our present historical 
situation planned thinking counterbalances this growing and 
ever more destructive irrationality. 

Contemporary man must learn to rise to the historical and 
social occasion, so that he will not be driven arbitrarily by the 
blind· forces of his· time. He must have. the courage· to face 
his present position intellectually with all the acuteness of 
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scientinc analysis. But at the same time he must set about 
it in such a way that he will transform not only himself but 
also his habits of thought. 

The distinction between the accumulation of factual know
ledge and the capacity for independent judgment, between the 
mere arrangement of details and their interpretation in terms 
of a situation, has long been clear in everyday life. This 
distinction is now becoming the concern of the theorists. 
A new type of scientific accuracy has taken the problem 
in hand. At the level of planned thinking, it is for the 
fust time really scientifically possibte to " grasp a situa
tion ", to be " master of a situation ", as the common
sense expressions put it. In contrast to the abstractness 
of thought at the level of inventive thinking, planned 
thinking is at last concrete, because it starts with the 
context of things, and it is into concrete situations that one 
integrates the otherwise disconnected elements of knowledge. 

·' I 
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I 

THE CONCEPT OF SOCIAL TECHNIQUE 

I. Our Ambi'IJalent Attitude Toward Planning 

In the last section we saw that thought adapts itself to 
the needs of the social process and to the new and difficult 
problems which planning involves. It is hard for the 
spectator not to watch this transformation in our thinking 
with very mixed feelings. On the one hand he is filled with 
legitimate pride that human intelligence is ready to accept 
the new challenge and look farther and farther ahead; On the 
other he is haunted by a sense of oppression, wondering 
whether the whole undertaking is not a mere intellectual 
adventure, a reckless project of the.modem spirit, which is 
determined to direct practically the entire course of social 
history.by its own unaided skill. We all have this ambivalent 
attitude to planning to a greater or less degree, however good 
a face we may put on it, for we are all children of an age of 
transition, in which two kinds of motives are combined .: 
the liberal distaste for meddling in human aff.urs, and. the 
passion for experiment marking a social age, which wants to 
explore the new possibilities of human ilature. . . 

In many ways we are .like Goethe's apprentice in .the 
magic arts, who when his master left the house, conjured up 
the spirits ofthe underworld with his secret formula, and 
when they appeared cried out. in. terror : " The phantoms 
I have summoned will not go L" We should all really prefer 
toleave the great decisions of our time to fate. At ~tom · 
,we are. afraid to take the responsibility. But in periods 
when the change goes very deep we have no power to 
decide whether we wish to accept responsibility or not, 
to. plan or not to plan. In the lighfof sociological analysis . 
the.decision. how fo act or think does not.rest entirely wi,th · 
the individual, ·neither· d~ his .·attitude · to· l:le$tiny ...• H<nv· 

, far h,e is ~ious of himself .a.µ<i of his relation U> ~ 
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seems largely to depend on the problems which confront his 
age. In a society in which there are few technical means of 
controlling the forces of nature or averting catastrophe, the 
prevailing philosophy of life will regard almost every event 
as the work of a blind fate. It is possible that the lack of 
objective security may be compensated at this stage by two 
conflicting attitudes. Either society can teach the individual 
to face risk and danger by heroic principles and training, or 
it can foster his passive inclination to submit to a higher and 
inscrutable will. These reactions to objective insecurity 
will be replaced by others as soon as an improved social 
technique makes it possible to regulate certain spheres of 
h1e. In a relatively short time the sense of personal responsi
bility will increase, especially in departments that are now 
under control. Thus it is quite probable that the citizens 
of some well-planned future age will regard our anxiety over 
the problem of the intellectual mastery of our social destiny 
and our relu~tance to create new forms of social organization 
as the last vestiges of an obsolete frame of mind. 

Once we have realized that the popularity of determinism 
is bound to decrease in view of the number of social controls 
which will fall into our hands, it soon becomes obvious that 
nowadays we cannot take a fatalistic view of our social 
destiny or reject the thought of planning. After drafting a 
whole series of :regulations and deliberately interfering 
. with the moulding of human character, we cannot retreat 
when a crisis occurs and all our institutions are in conflict. 

This increased interference results in a new approach to 
society and human affairs. Instead of the passive and 
contemplative outlook which takes people and things at their 
face value, we are developing an active and managing 
attitude. This new approach is reflected in a corresponding 
frame of mind : the functionalist type of thought which 
gradually supersedes the traditional methods of thinking .. 
Functionalism made its first appearance in the field of the 
natural sciences, and could be described as the technical 
point of view.1 It has only recently been transferred to the 
$ocial sphere. 

• •· · l FOX' a history of the functionalist · type of thought and it$ impact 
.on J?hilosophy, d. Schub!, Pierre-Maxune, Mati~'inis;me et Philosophie 
(~. Akan,. 1~38); and .my study. on "The sociological history of the 
co~ pf Ol'gamsm " to be published in the Ecimomu; History Rniew. 
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In looking at an object the unspoken question which the 
functionalist has in mind is never: "Whatis that thing?" 
or "'What is the essence of it? " but always: "How is it 
to be produced ? " He never reg~rds anything as an end 
in itself ; it only reveals its true nature in its relationships 
with other entities. 

The antagonism between these two types of thought tends 
to become really bitter, but instead of taking sides we ought 
to try to understand the specific contribution which each of 
them has to make to the development of the human mind. 

The Romantic thinkers were the first to realize that a 
fundamental change was taking place in our outlook, and 
they were deeply alarmed by the new rise of the 
technical spirit. In their struggle against the abstract, 
mechanical kin,d of thought which was prevalent among the 
revolutionaries, they tried to preserve the dignity of the 
older, "organic" ways of thinking. They felt, however 
dimly, that once this · technical approach was transferred 
from natural science to human affairs, it was bound to bring 
about profound changes in man himself. They had a presenti
ment that it makes all the difference whether we apply 
the functional pattern of thought to dead things or to our 
fellow creatures. In the first case, we are handling things 
which are alien to us, but in the second, the new · and 
managing attitude tends to become inhuman, because it 
forces personal relationships into mechanical ... categories. 
In this sense the traditional mind has every right to rebel 
against this expansion of the technical spirit. The Romantics 
and their contemporary disciples were defending the 
unsophisticated immediateness of human experience,. the 
desire to accept things simply as they presented themselves. 
People and things exist in their own right and not. simply as 
functions of otherentities. Their very existence is a fulfil
ment of their inner nature. The only proper way to treat 
them is to approach them directly and not by roundabout 
routes, as a function of something else. In the same way, 
spiritual. experiences,· whether moral .or ··religious, once 
reverenced as transcendent . realities, ... are in the modern 
approac4 deprived of their true nature when they are con
ceived as artefacts. . . The . functional approach no longer 
~ards ideas and moral standards. as absolute values, but 
as products of the social .. process, which can if necessaxy · be 

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



242 PLANNING FOR FREEDOM 

changed by scientific guidance combined with political 
practice. 

This Romanticist criticism is undoubtedly a profound one, 
and will still preserve its value in the future. Its task is to 
remind us continually of the limitations of the functional 
approach and of the danger of it becoming universal. The 
functional approach is only one of the many the human mind 
has created, and the world would be the poorer if it were to 
replace our more genuine ways of approaching reality. 

But the Romantic attack does injustice to the new 
ways of thinking if it fails to realize their necessity, or to see 
how deeply they are rooted in the social process. It is short
sighted if it does not understand that the stronger the 
impulse to change society, the more people are compelled to 
think of things which once they passively accepted, in terms 
of function. We must repeat that the application of 
scientific methods to human relationships is not purely 
arbitrary ; our society has been forced into planning by the 
heritage of regulations accumulated from the past. Once 
the preliminary steps have been taken, we cannot escape 
the task of acquiring sufficient technical skill to steer the 
social machine instead of letting ourselves be crushed 
beneath its wheels. 

But the technical management of human affairs did not 
merely produce a new style of thought, it was also combined 
with a philosophy which declared technical inventions to be 
the dynamic factor in the making of history. 

The significance of technics first became obvious in the 
field of economic production. According to Marx, it was 
these technical inventions which set the ball rolling. First 
they reacted on economic relationships proper, and later 
their influence translated itself into changes affecting the 
remaining social spheres as well. The human mind was not 
excluded from this transformation. The changing ideas of 
men are ultimately functions of the social process, which, 
as we have seen, has for its independent variable the changing 
economic. technique. 

Technical inventions, however, in the sphere of economic 
production provided merely the first tangible evidence of the 
new technical spirit. Since then the scope of technical 
iP.ventions has enormously increased, and one cannot fail 
to see that improvements in the field of military technique, 
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of social organization, education, and persuasion-to mention 
only a few instances-are equally significant, and that each 
of these changes tends to affect the whole texture of society. 

The extension of the doctrine of technical supremacy 
which I have advocated in this book is in my opinion 
inevitable, even if it means abandoning the much simpler 
scheme which was current in the economic interpretation 
of history. Our impression of the dynamics of history 
naturally becomes far more complex than that of Marx 
when the wave of change no longer originates solely in a 
single sphere of the social process. There is no reason why 
technology should be significant only in the economic sphere 
and should be the sole factor decisively influencing the frame
work of events. We are all of us bound to acknowledge that 
the invention of bombs and aeroplanes, the use of tanks and 
gas, and the mechanization of the army have had the most 
far-reaching effects, and have been more than capable of 
upsetting the whole economic order and diverting its course 
into entirely different channels. The change in the technique 
of warfare altered the forms not merely of international war 
but of civil war as well. It made it possible to recast the class 
system and to produce a type of mind which was characteristic 
neither of the bourgeoisie nor of the proletariat. The changes 
in technique outside the economic sphere made way for the 
modern dictatorial system. These systems, by their influence 
on economic development, produced something entirely 
different from what one would have expected, had one been 
guided by a purely economic diagnosis. Thus as independent 
forces these different techniques deserve a separate investiga
tion which will do justice to their inner nature, and classify 
them according to their impact on society. 

2. Preliminary Classification of Sociat·Technique 

In analysing these techniques, we shall begin with an 
elementary distinction, which will later lead us on to a rather 
more essential classification. Originally, the words 
"technique'', "t.echnical invention", were only applied 
to tangible objects like machines. Inventions in this sense 
of the word were television, telephony, telegraphy, wireless, 
(means of mental communication); railways, root.or cars, 
aeroplanes (means of locomotion) ; guns, bombs, tanks 
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(means of defence and attack), the spade, the plough, the 
tractor (means of production), sanitary improvements 
for preserving health and so on. These things make it 
possible to build up a · social order on · a . large scale and to 
maintain it efficiently. But beyond that there is another level 
of technical progress which at :first we hesitate to describe 
as. technical, because it is concerned, not with visible 
machinery, but with social relationships and with man 
himself. 

And yet progress in the technique of organization is 
nothing but the application of technical conceptions to the 
forms of human co-operation. A human being, regarded as 
part of the social machine, is to a certain extent stabilized 
in his reactions by training and education, and all his newly 
acquired activities are co-ordinated according to a definite 
principle of efficiency within an organized framewor}r. The 
technique of organization· is at least as important as any 
of the techniques we have described. It is eiven more 
important, as none of these machines could be used in· the 
public service without giving rise to a corresponding social 
organization. 

But what we have to consider in discussing these social 
techniques is not social organization in the narrow sense 
such . as taylorization and business administration. The 
rationalized forms of organization with their completely 
standardized behaviour are only the most blatant . example 
of the changes which are taking place. Any deliberate re
building of human groups in terms of more elastic organiza
tions represents another chapter in the development of 
social techniques. It demands a division of labour 
and a distribution of . responsibilities (involving foresight, 
initiative, and a calculation of risks) among the varied 
individuals who compose the groups, in accordance with 
a. definite plan. . The innumerable problems created by the 
rapid growth of mass society have found a ·variety· of solu
tions. ·• Buf we have not yet succeeded in making adequate 
comparative studie5 on . a large scale, . so that these 
more elastic fom)S of organization current in politics, in 
public life, in the family, in social work, in art, and in 
the intellectual sphere•• can be contrasted ·and·. their under~ 
lyµig. principles worked out, The varying degrees of freedom 
andcoertjon.to• ~· fo:und··in them, ·their external.relations 
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with other units, the connections between competition 
and co-operation have never been developed. We must 
not forget that the family, for instance, has a foreign policy 
in dealing .with other groups, just as much as the state in 
dealing with other states, and even clubs a.nd sects are based 
on similar rules. 

The more we come to realize that the swift dynamics of 
modem society produce not only community disorganiza
tion, but also a disintegration of the other social groups and 
institutions, the more important it is to study the technique of 
elastic organization on a large scale. Skilful reconstr:uction 
is essential, .but it cannot be effected without a sounder 
knowledge of .the principles of a healthy community life. 
In the past a disorganized community could readjust itself . 
by trial and error or by the acceptance of traditional patterns. 
In an age in which unemployment and unplanned migration 
upset the balance of community life and whole suburbs and 
cities have to be built at a moment's notice, it is impossible 
to. create a new order without understanding how to co
ordinate the forces of society. . 

But if we adopl some definite pattern of .communal organi
zation, we shall be able to discover criteria for determining the 
best ways of employing our leisure or of creating enthusiasm 
for our common ends. Only if we have a clear conception of 
the moral aims which a community can reasonably be. 
expected to pursue and of the social conditions under which 
community spirit candevelop~ shall we be able .to take the l~d 

· in planning these vital exper4nents. The. tinle .will come when 
the conside~tionsinvolved in organizing a new community 
centre will be as obvious as those which enable a chairman 
to .decide which topics can best. be dealt with in a general 
assembly and which in special committees. In both cases 
we have to deal with the more elastic types of social technique. 

Thinkers and scholars have been interested in the 
. ·. prin~ples governing an elastic ~. organiza~on from\ 
the tjme when they first began to discuss the. ments of the 
different political and· administrative systems . which; .have 
tlo~ since the age of Aristotle, or to analyse ~ 
· miracle of the English constitution and its practical poss:t1li-
lities. But the. probhml of disto~ring . the best workiAg 
system is not ~y confined to politics .at all; itis a matt« .... 
of general ·. · .. · tion, Even ~ eqrisidering the a~ 

.~··· .. ··•.•··· · ... , 
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and democratic alternatives with all their intermediate 
shades, we find that we are concerned not with the merely 
legal relations between the legislature and the executive, but 
with a problem of group organization in general which arises 
just as frequently in the family, the workshop, the school
room or the club. This becomes even more apparent when 
we examine the problems .of economic democracy and 
discover that the principle of democratic organization is not 
confined to politics ; it very often occurs in economics as 
well, just because it is a general principle of group regulation 
and its essence can only be revealed by a general theory of 
organization or scientific guidance. The researches which 
deal with the transformation and moulding of human 
behaviour 1 represent another province of social technique. 
Although these investigations and experiments have so far 
mostly been confined to the laboratory, their real significance 
will only become apparent when they are studied in the 
social context in which they actually occur. The advan
tage of artificial experiment is that it is easier to isolate 
the different factors under such conditions and to work 
out the correlations between specific stimuli and their 
effects. The more we know about them the clearer and more 
skilful both our field-work studies and our historical investiga
tions will be. 

But for the sociologist these experiments are merely 
preliminary, for his principal aim is to discover how far 
social situations can be conceived of as composite collections 
of stimuli which condition behaviour in certain specific 
directions. The fact that every new form of organization, 
every change in human intercourse inevitably involves a 
partial or total transformation in human behaviour shows 
how inseparable these sciences must. be. . Only · when they 
act in unison will it be possible to discover the full impact of 
social conditioning upon mankind. 

The sociologist trained in psychology regards group 
integration and social organization as techniques for pro
ducing specific behaviour. With this hypothesis in mind 
he is able to show how certain individual reactions are 
produced . by. an authoritarian regime a.nd others by a 
democratic one. One has only to remember howdifferently 
theaverage Englishman and the average Prussian behave. 

1 .Cf. III, land 4in the Bibliography, 
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The former is more inclined to respond to a tentative 
statement, the latter to an absolute statement. In the 
same way professional activities, or at any rate the methods 
by which they are organized, have a marked effect upon 
the individual. To take a typical contrast, the pro
fessional attitude of the man who works in an industrial 
groove will differ from that of the writer or free,-lance 
journalist. While the former standardizes his work and tries to 
divide his time up evenly, the latter works almost regardless 
of time, guided by more or less creative moods. The whole 
spiritual economy of the latter will differ from that of . the 
fonner, for he will try to base his work to a far larger degree 
on the ebb and flow of inspiration. Although in all these 
matters constitution, habit, individual differences, vestiges 
of childhood experiences play a considerable part, one must 
not under-estimate the psychological issues created by the 
systems of organization which prevail in a society. A man 
tends to . become the · counterpart of the specific group 
organizations . in which he finds himself : they influence 
different sections of his life at different times and call· out 
different patterns of response. Each pattern of response 
can best be understood from the standpoint of the particular 
form of group activity in which he was engaging at the time 
of the reaction. 

We begin to realize ever more clearly that these techniques, 
which set their seal upon mankind, are not merely accidental, 
but form part of an entire social and cultural system. They 
can only be understood if we bear this fact in mind, .· and 
instead of being satisfied with a purely descriptive approach 
we must try to . investigate their interaction and their 
functions. 

These practices and agencies which have as their ultimate 
aim the moulding of human behaviour and of social relation
ships I shall describe in their entirety as social techniques. 
Without them and the mechanical inventions which 
accompany them the sweeping changes of our age would 
never have been possible. 

Although it is to Marx's credit that he realized the 
dynamic significance of technique. in the sphere of produc
tion, owing to the peculiar character of the age in which he 
lived he can be charged with a twofold oversight. First, 
as l have already pointed out, he failed to realize the 
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significance of technology in non-economic fields, and 
secondly he did not see that just as economic technique 
may become the centre of certain social changes which 
permeate the whole social structure, so the · remaining 
techniques in their tum also tend to radiate influences which 
have an equally far-reaching effect. Any new invention in 
military technique, group organization, government, or 
propaganda helps to change society. 

But we can give reasons why he was bound to underrate 
the significance of the political and military systems---as 
opposed to the economic system-and to regard them 
merely as the by-products of changes in economic technique, 
and not as the direct consequence of changes in the technique 
of war and force. The reason was that in the industrial 
revolution economic technique was advancing so rapidly 
that it dwarfed the significance of everything else. The new 
economic society with its technical inventions and increased 
division of labour overwhelmed first the feudal order and 
then.the organization of the absolute state. It looked for a 
time as if economic technique would determine the tempo of 
events and form the foundation of the new society. This was 
because the new achievements in military and administrative 
technique and the psychological methods of propaganda and 
persuasion had . not yet been perfected. This distorted 
perspective is also responsible for· the error current in most 
of the thought systems of the time ; that of confusing the 
moth'.'es of homtJ economicus with those of real human beings. 
The human counterpart . of economic society has been 
accepted as a true picture of mankind, thus promoting a 
very one-sided concept of man. 

The narrowness of· this view and its restriction to a 
particular period became apparent at the time of the Great 
Wax and was even .still more marked .shortly afterwards, 
whell the economic organization of the nations became 
completely subordinate to politics, and even trade had to 
give way to · military ends. The significance of military 
iru:luem:eis not affected by the fact that in imperialistic 
wars the two motives and the two forms of organization go 
hand hand, and nations . often rearm for the .. sake . of 
eco1n<:>1mc expansion while, on the other hand, their· whole 

.. eci:>nc,m:Jc life is subordinated to . military rearmament. 
circumstances there will~· war, although 
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there is obviously little to gain PY it from the economic point 
of view; in other cases the naked economic interest prevails. 
As both :motives and s1,ctions very often originate not from 
within but from· the situation in which individuals find 
themselves, it is obvious that in the late phase of mono~ 
polistic capitalism where the military sector of society 
overlaps the commercial, we shall find individuals in whom 
the militaristic motive and the commercial one will be 
blended. Thus in the dominant types of leading groups 
the soldier and the industrialist will join forces in obedience 
to a principle which remains obscure to themselves. 
But to those who look behind the scene it is evident 
that the progress of the different social techniques, and 
the social relationships, institutions, and typical tensions 
they create is reflected . in the motives which actuate 
them. Whatever the importance of the principle that 
the centre of gravity shifts from sphere to sphere with 
the progress in the different fields of technique, the economic 
sphere does not appear to be entirely supreme, although 
of course it has a vital social function to perform. One 
thing is clear. We are not far from a multidimensional 
conception of society, in which a dynamic. survey of social 
history must be prepared to reckon with several focal points 
of influence, such as the technical progress in economic 
production, in political power, in administration, and in 
psychological influence. Every real theoretical advance 
consists in ·discovering .that a phenomenon which was once 
believed to be an in.dependent variable, only seemed to 
be· such because we had failed to take into account the 
special historical circumstances which gave it such extra-· 
ordinary importance, 

Thus insistence on the doctrine of the al:>solute supremacy 
of the economic principle is already out·. of date . to . a large 
extent,. and only hinders our investigation of the significance 
ofthe remaining spheres and their relation to the progress of 
technique. T~day it is wiser to be pluralistic at first, to keep 
each of the various principia media of technical progress in 
mind, and to study their intervention empirically as itoccurs. 

But .although we must be cautious in our atte.npts to 
establish the existence of .an independent . variable, this 
does not mean that the problem of the interaction of the 
different spheres ceases to be a problem. The. greatest 
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achievement in economics has been to conceive of the 
economic sphere in terms of a dynamic equilibrium. Even if 
the ultimate impulses which make for change in society as a 
whole may come from other spheres than that of economics, 
and may vary with the epoch in which they occur, they still 
tend to create an equilibrium. The great theme of social 
dynamics is the continuous mutual adjustment between the 
basic institutions of society. Even if the centre of gravity 
temporarily shifts from one sphere to another, it involves the 
rearrangement of all the different spheres. And although 
the ultimate source of the change may vary, there is still 
an unconscious unity of purpose behind these innovations: 
the soltttion of the few vital problems which form the basis 
of our social life. 

There is always the problem of the security of the group 
as a whole, to which must be added, first, material pro
vision for its needs, then the task of administration, and 
last but not least the various methods of moulding human 
behaviour in the combinations in which they occur in that 
particular society. It is possible that we shall be able to 
find a common denominator for these rearrangements, this 
shifting of the centre of gravity within the different spheres 
of social technique, but already to-day it seems to be more 
likely that the security of the group as a whole will prove 
to be more decisive than anything else and in the long 
run will form the basis of all the other functions. 

On the other hand, it is also possible that we have not yet 
studied a large enough section of history to be able to decide 
by experience whether any master principle exists. At this 
stage of empirical study we must be content to emphasize 
some basic principles which are to be found in all these 
spheres· and which can be established without undue risk. 

In this book I have ventured to suggest three hypotheses 
for diagnosing the course of events and have applied them to 
several different spheres. 

I. That most of the symptoms of our time are due to the 
transition from laissez-faire to a planned society. 

2. That the transition from a democracy of the few to a 
mass society explains another set of changes. 

3. That the changes in social technique account for yet a 
third group of changes, which has profoundly modified our 
social life. 
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I have deliberately concentrated all my attention on these 
three basic trends of development, because they are so 
fundamental that tneir effects are likely to continue, what
ever further changes may occur. As compared with these 
trends the struggle for power (especially the class war) 
proves to be purely secondary in its results. This does 
not mean that I wish to underrate its significance, but the 
various factors which arise out of the class struggle serve 
only to modify the concrete shape these tendencies may take. 

To put it in another way: the suggestion that the great 
theme of our time would be the struggle between the 
proletariat and the bourgeoisie was understandable in 
terms of the situation which provoked it, but overrated 
the significance of a single alternative. This distorted 
perspective was also responsible for another statement : 
that the basic possibilities were dictated by the development 
of economic society, so that class antagonisms would be the 
principal characters in the drama. Since this statement 
was made we have seen new classes grow up which could 
not be placed in the same category as the bourgeoisie, the 
proletariat, or the military caste; party organizations 
have been created which ignore the economic divisions 
between workers and industrialists. These issues dwarf the 
significance of the. continuing class tensions. 

Thus the problem of the struggle for power remains, class 
conflicts are still important, but the concrete patterns they 
produce are much too changeable to be accepted as the 
eternal framework of future events. In contrast with them 
the themes created by the transformation of laissez-faire 
into planning, the advent of a mass society, and the growing 
significance of social technique are bound to endure. One 
cannot think of the future without assuming their existence, 
whereas no one ca:ri predict which class pattern, which form 
of planning, will prevail. From the theoretical point of view, 
therefore, the abstractness of these principles is not a defect 
but a virtue. It has always been the task of scientific thinking 
to discover the fundamental principles which determine the 
framework of events, Only later can it turn to those rules 
which m.erely modify the structure of society. 

To .. the politician· these modifications may be more 
important than fundamental hypotheses, but we should not 
allow our political interests to define the hierarchy of 
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principles. Theoretically speaking, the disadvantage of treat
ing one group of factors as though it were the only possible 
combination is that this hypothesis becomes worthless when 
other configurations come into prominence. The test of 
my hypothesis, that the three principles I have proposed 
are more abstract and therefore more fundamental than those 
we have examined, is that they sufficiently explain a large 
number of changes which will endure after the special class 
patterns have been modified. Once this has been agreed, 
I am the last to underrate the significance of the struggle 
for power between the nations, and the class implications of 
that struggle. Whenever my analysis has become historical 
enough to examine any particular phase in the course of 
events, I have never failed to mention the contributions 
made by the different classes to the changing social structure. 

Our three principles, therefore, do not claim to solve all 
the concrete problems of our society, but they try to draw 
attention to various factors which have so far been neglected 
although they go very deep. They will, therefore, explain 
symptoms and problems which are likely to be permanent, 
whatever may be the cumulative effect of isolated events. 

So. far we have devoted most of our attention to the :first 
.two principles ; in this last part of the book I wish to deal 
at length with the analysis of the third. 

II 

SoME PHASES IN 'l'BE DEVELOPMENT OF SoCIAL TECl!NIQUES 

I. 'l'heii ·.· Change from . the Craftsmanship Leuel,. to Mass 
Organuation 

. .•.Now. our task is to interpret, however briefly, the most 
important changes in social history in. terms of changes in 
~ techniques. If it be true that the ultimate cause of the 
~Qnnation · :of . <Jemocratic countries into totalitarian 
sta,tes is to be .found ~ a changing social technique, it is 

··.~_iµq'IPrlng into .thepart·played by the more primitive • .. ==:~ ~ the ?5t~d theirinfluence .on the nature of . 
·",',,:-.. ;•,'!"' . 
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The older forms of institution which developed in tribal 
times and continued to make themselves felt in medieval 
society were also based on the necessity for influencing 
human behaviour. They worked within such a narrow 
compass and changed so slowly that people were scarcely 
aware of the pressure they exerted-a pressure as natural 
as that of the atmosphere itself. Customs, habits, education, 
at first in the home and later in the church and the school, 
the conventions of community life, all these acted on the 
individual, in the effort to create a type of human being who 
would conform to the ideals of society. 

In former societies this influence remained at a stage 
which would correspond to handicraft in the sphere of 
economic technique. Its methods were founded on the 
unconscious use of everyday experience. They were almost 
always taken over from the past and readapted, and were 
hardly ever calculated to obtain the best possible results or 
even deliberately thought out. Nevertheless they were 
effective, owing to the very gradual development of tradi
tional societies and to their lack of social mobility. Economic 
progress was so slow that these societies scarcely changed at 
all within one generation. The customary family upbringing, 
the ideals of the Church, and the current public morality had 
time to mature and to slough off the unsuccessful methods. 
Thus a traditional human type was created whose standards 
of thought and action were sufficiently uniform to guarantee 
the smooth working of society. At the same time, owing to 
the lack of specialization, these habits of thought and action 
were elastic enough. to leave the individual free to make his 
own adjustment in situations which could not be foreseen. 

The. characteristic features of hand-made. goods are also 
to be found in social institutions. These features are a 
profound traditionalism in the choice of pattern, combined 
with ample scope for individual variation · and a contempt 
for mechanical exactitude. Owing·to their sluggish develop
ment, the societies of the past managed to survive in spite of 
a technique of character building which was still of the home
spun order. Most people spent their lives in the groups in 
which they were brought up. Migration•from place to place 
or from class to class rarely attained any large proportions. 
There were n9 rapid changes to conflict with the narrowness 
of the traditional outlook. : 
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Although as we have seen in another context, the coming 
of the liberal age meant a tremendous influx of energy which 
penetrated to the very heart of economic life, the rest of 
the social · order was in many respects unaffected. The 
psychological upheaval which occurred in the age of en'" 
lightenment was slight compared with that of our own time ; 
for the class of people who brought about this revolution was 
comparatively small: only the entrepreneurs, the intelli
gentsia, and a fraction of the bureaucracy took any active 
part in the change. Nevertheless, a sensitive ear will hear 
the same pulse beating in the changes of our time as was 
audible among the tumult of the pioneers of enlightenment. 
In their aims one can trace the beginning of a process in 
which the traditional forms of life gradually become the 
subject of rational discussion. But there was .no radical 
attack on the traditional patterns, for economic and 
spiritual equilibrium was still restored by small, adaptable 
social units. It is not as yet the organized masses who took 
part in the struggle for a new economic and social order, 
but small industrial units and · barely organized groups. 
These are far readier to. adapt themselves to meet the new 
demands than our modern mass organizations, which, once 
a rigid organization has been established, are dragged along 
by the sheer weight of inertia. At that time it was easier to 
incorporate new types of malcontent into a society which was 
based on free competition between small units : displaced 
craftsmen, isolated intellectuals, unsuccessful business men, 
refo:r'mers crying in the wilderness, all after a brief or 
prolonged struggle found a niche in society. As a result of 
their struggle social reforms were · often introduced. in the 
shape of new institutions. The traditional and slowly gliding 
stream of social life can resist small gusts of wind ; the 
waves ruffle the surface, but the river does not overflow its 
banks. 

To-day hundreds of thousands of people are shifted from 
one place to another in obedience to the law of the labour 
market ; more structural changes have taken place in a 
decade than in the whole century preceding it, more psycho
logical incentivesare produced each week than in years of 
former life,.and the.man in thestreet experiences a greater ten
sion between adjoiningworldsthan was felt perhaps by the 
C.hristil;tll knights who first went East on the crusades. 
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How can one work in such a world with a technique which 
corresponds to the stage of craftsmanship? Just as c;raft~ 
manship can only satisfy a small circle of customers, so the 
traditional methods of forming character are very often 
inadequate for a mass age. 

The groups who were the first to learn by personal 
experience how difficult it is to steer a mass society, were also 
the first to realize the necessity for doing justice to the 
problem. One may think of the medieval church as a possible 
forerunner, but in spite of its desire for the planned oontrol of 
thought and feeling, the church is not a good example, for 
owing to its agricultural environment and the immaturity of 
social technique, it was forced to leave too much to traditional 
authority. Then it did not make sufficient use of rationalized 
methods to be regarded as the real pioneer in the history of 
modern social techniques. The army of the absolute states 
was the first great institution which not only devised rational 
methods for creating uniform mass behaviour artificially 
by means of military discipline and other devices for over
coming fear, but also used these methods for educating large 
masses of men (who were taken for the most part from the 
lowest classes) to act, and if possible to think, in the way 
prescribed. 

This army had worked out certain social and psychological 
patterns of obedience, which constantly reappear as soon as 
it is impossible to conceal the compulsory nature of a 
social body. Thus, for instance, the type of organization 
which prevails in the Prussian army always has more 
success, as far as quick results are concerned, than any 
other method of integrating mass society. This is par
ticularly noticeable in times of crisis, when democratic 
methods fail. Yet in the long run, the stern, despotic, 
military system is not the most effective. Too blatant a 
parade of violence leads to a waste of energy and requires 
a large bureaucratic organization for control and espionage. 
A growing society needs pioneers; an over-centralized, 
rigidly disciplined mass technique leaves too little scope for 
individual adjustment, thus it fails to keep pace with the 
problems created by social expansion. For this reason the 
forms of organization and psychological technique which 
were used to establish a mass society in America were far 
more permanent in their results than any insistence on 
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military discipline. The exponents of American mass 
propaganda found that the most successful psychological 
technique is largely based on the spontaneous action of the 
individuals to be guided, or at least gives them the illusion 
that they are making their own decisions-in spite of the 
fact that they have previously been exposed to a torrent of 
suggestion and persuasion. America had no feudal system, 
and this prevented the rise of many territorial traditions and 
customs. She did not have to reckon with these, and could 
easily break with local traditions when need arose. Owing to 
the gigantic wave of immigrants of every nationality which 
poured into the new settlements, " Americanization " 
became a problem of mass psychology. It had to be solved by 
democratic methods, not merely in the absence of any real 
central authority, but also because at least some sections of 
these immigrants were men of a highly independent and 
original type. As this technique originated in a democratic 
country, it never occurred to the inventors to impose any 
particular psychological outlook upon the people by dicta
torial means. They were content to foster existing attitudes 
or to change them gradually as the occasion demanded. 

Russian propaganda made use of these new discoveries con
cerning the practical guidance of mass impulses in an unstable 
society, and incorporated them into the enlightened dictator
ship of the masses. In America the two most difficult 
problems which confronted the new social technique were 
social welfare and the modification of human behaviour by the 
skilful manipulation of mass psychology. The psychological 
influences of home and community had often been destroyed 
by the extraordinary restlessness of American society ; the 
authorities had to see to it that by means of these techniques 
the necessary social conformity was established up to a 
point, even if its growth had to be artificially stimulated. 
On the other hand the problem of enlightened dictatorship in 
Russia was to change masses of peasants into industrial 
workers in an incredibly short space of time, so that they could 
be relied on in their new jobs, and further to persuade them to 
accept the rational conception of thewodd which was believed 
to be essential for the maintenance of a planned state in the 
machine. age. In America, propaganda had to solve the 
problem of creating uniform emotions and actions at election 
times and on other occasions in masses which wer-e completely 
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dissimilar in character and which had no common tradition. 
Russian social technique was confronted with much harder 
problems; it had gtadually to transform a fleeting emotional 
unity into an educational campaign which should embrace 
the whole man and gradually transform him into a citizen 
of a new society. 

This could not be done by emotional propaganda alone. 
In addition to that, it had to develop original techniques 
to meet the new situation. Quite apart from its deliberate 
appeal to the emotions, a totalitarian state has all the 
other means of psychological persuasion at its command. 
It is not simply a question of propaganda; there is the 
whole system of education, and behind the standardiza
tion of thought which is based mainly on imitation, there is 
the standardizing power of fear, instilled by the organized 
coercion of the state. The aim is to transform passing moods 
into a permanent frame of mind. Creche, kindergarten, 
school, university serve to deepen the effect of occasional 
propaganda. But even the remaining spheres of social life, 
such as professional societies, newspapers, and hobbies are 
subordinated to the same purpose : to develop social 
technique to the very limit of its powers. These methods 
are more rational than those of the old traditional schools, 
churches, and national associations which set to work with a 
vague popular psychology and indefinite aims. The 
totalitarian states are more efficient because they co-ordinate 
their resources instead of letting their institutions work in 
opposite directions. 

In the traditional societies of the past the Church with 
its religious influence was usually in the hands of men who 
held a particular set of philosophical and political opinions, 
while the state schools were directed by men of quite a 
different type. Naturally they cancelled each other out. 
Any moral teachings which Church, school, and home in 
spite of all their differences tried to instil into the individual, 
were effectively counteracted by what was known as 
" life ". This was simply the anarchic struggle for existence, 
which aroused an uncontrollable impulse for self-assertion. 
Regarded purely from the standpoint of efficiency, the 
liberal technique wasted an immense amount of energy, 
for owing to its lack of planning it weakened or even 
destroyed with one hand effects .which it had achieved with 
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the other. Co-ordination of purpose unquestionably saves 
time and energy. So much can be admitted even when 
one has no sympathy with the aims in view or believes that 
the gain is more than balanced by the loss. 

In any case, the Russian state translated this realization 
into action, for with its co-ordinated social techniques it 
has carried the rationalization of psychological influences 
as far as it will go. This almost mechanical co-ordination 
of social forces which were once kept severely apart is, 
together with the conscious manipulation of psychological 
influences, the most important discovery modern society 
has made ; but there is nothing new in a mere attempt 
by society to influence people in one way or another. 

The German and Italian Fascists have copied this whole
sale co~ordination from Russia but with a difference. 
Certainly Fascism has forced its way into the schools and has 
not confined itself to propaganda, but it cannot convert its 
discipline of thought and behaviour into a · real work of 
enlightenment for a very simple reason. Russian socialism 
and industrialization can tolerate more rational thinking 
in their campaign, although many lines of thou~ht. have 
been tabooed. But Fascism has to make use of irrational and 
emotional methods in every major phase of life, in every 
vital social relationship ; for the Fascist system does not 
solve the fundamental difficulties of the new economic and 
social structure, but merely conceals them. In one respect, 
however, the Fascist countries are superior to the liberal 
states. The crisis through which they are passing has 
compelled· them to make some attempt to solve the psycho- , 
l◊gical problems of modern mass society, particularly 
unemployment. It is true that Fascism has not yet succeeded 
in circumventing the economic crisis by the artificial 
expedient of the armament industry, to say nothing of 
achieving lasting prosperity or a higher standard of living. 
On the contrary, its economic position is deteriorating. 
But it does at least try, however brutal its methods, to 
remove . the psychological effects of permanent unemploy
~ent: Its social technkJ.ue deliberately repudiates the en
~ghtenment of the masses and appeals to the most primitive 
unpulses, but even in this distorted form it is at least con
cerned with .. · questions· which every future mass .society will 
have to solve. This is where the prosperous mass states in 
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democratic and liberal countries are in danger of lagging 
behind. They, too, are suffering from unemployment, 
and have little prospect of recovery as long as world 
depression lasts. But they have not yet managed even 
to face the psychological problems of the new age. In 
other respects, society is working fairly smoothly and 
those who determine the policy of these comparatively 
thriving countries have therefore failed to realize the 
precariousness of their position. The Fascist labour 
camp is of course an extremely uncongenial solution 
to the psychological crisis involved in unemployment, 
but from the point of view of social technique it represents 
a later stage than the liberal method, which thinks it can 
solve the social and psychological problem of unemployment 
by the dole. 

Thus the English middle class observer hardly realizes 
that he is living in a mass soci~ty. He still does not perceive 
·the syµiptoms of mass existence in his own country because 
the traditional methods of character building by custom 
and religion at home, in• the state · and public schoe>ls, and 
at the university are still working fairly smoothly. . The . 
. accumulated wealth of the Empire, which is always creating·· 
new loopholes of escape from economic and social difficulties, 
has prevented many ugly symptoms ofthe problems of mass 
society from becoming immediately apparent. This does 
not mean that England and the other relatively prosperous 
countries will· always be ,spared these problems, but they 

. m.a.y. perhaps be fortunate -ex10Ugh to be able to smdy the 
experience of other lands and.plan their tran,sition·from the 
household. and craftsmanship stage of · social technique• to 
large-scale methods. This-respite should be used for a care.ful 
study of ways and means. Countries like . England which 
have not destroyed their democratic and liberal institutions 
and are anxious to retain them, will have to face new 
problems should· the question of new. social techniques · 
for dealing with the masses beco:i:ne acute. · 

Z; Lessons Dernocmcy ·· could Ltarn from the use. of Social 
T~niquesin Totalitarian States 

: . We must . constantly be.ar in mind .that once the basic 
.traditions of social life. have . altered beneath the surface, 
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we are living in a building which is already undermined, 
and the change from traditional order to temporary chaos 
may be accomplished without warning. Thus in a sudden 
crisis the uncontrolled influx of new social techniques might 
lead to the very same symptoms as those which are spreading 
in the dictatorial states. Thus there is every reason to study 
the nature of these techniques before they overwhelm us, 
and it is useless to treat them with contempt. We have 
first to arrive at a genuine understanding of their significance 
and to distinguish the permanent elements from the tem
porary distortions caused by dictatorial abuses. 

So one should not ignorantly oppose these new techniques 
by regarding them merely as propaganda. We must not judge 
them purely from the aristocratic standpoint of a minority 
culture, which produced a few elites on the one hand and 
tolerated the fact that the masses should remain uneducated 
on the other. Modem social technique is a vital necessity for 
every large industrial society: it is equally important for its 
psychological, economic, and industrial preservation. Like 
other kinds of technique it can be both magnificent and in
human. It is magnificent because it solves gigantic difficulties. 
One has only to ask oneself how a mass society, with all its 
conflicting tendencies and its danger of disintegration, could 
possibly continue if it were not in a position to reconstruct its 
whole social technique. The invention of a planned technique 
for influencing human behaviour offers some hope of deliver
ance from a chaos in which home, church, :and school are 
losing all power of impression, though it must be admitted 
that in its present form this technique is still only a makeshift. 
We have called it inhuman because it is a machine working 
in a vacuum and is in itself neither good nor evil. Its effect 
depends to a large extent on the purpose for which it is used. 
The German authorities provided an excellent instance of its 
positive value when they succeeded in abolishing the hatred 
of Poland for as long as they wished in a very· short space 
of time. This .hatred is one of the most deeply rooted of all 
collective sentiments, and even if all Germans did not 
suddenly' grow to .like the Poles, it is significant enough 
from the sociological point of view that feelings of · hatred 
can be handled in a way which prevents them from becoming 
socially integrated, and thus politically effective. 

How it would simplify our common life, if this power of 
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planned persµasion were used, not for stirring up strife, 
but for encouraging behaviour on which all our hopes of 
peace, co-operation, and understanding depend. We would 
gladly consent to considerable interference at strategic 
points provided it confined itself to fostering those elements 
in the education of human nature which make for peace, 
understanding, and decency. An international agreement 
to co-ordinate education and propaganda so as to secure 
at least a minimum sense of decency and moral obligation 
would be a kind of conformity against which no objection 
could be raised. 

If we are to realize the full possibilities of the new social 
technique, we must remember that in its present form it 
still has to work with a very primitive psychology. It is 
based on a collection of rules compiled from the experiences 
of agitators, officers, and wholesale merchants, and is coloured 
by their point of view. It is still far from attaining a degree 
of sincerity and subtlety which would enable us to estimate 
its real value. The propagandist works with a very super:fici~ 
analysis of human possibilities. But side by side with this 
psychology, a subtler, more sociological psychology is 
developing in our society, and has not yet been fully assessed. 
We are thinking of the tremendous progress in modem social 
w~rk, in children's courts, in education both for individuals 
and for groups. We are thinking of attempts at what 
1;:iehaviourism calls reconditioning, which makes it possible 
to shake off bad habits which have developed in early 
childhood and to create new and useful habits in their place. 
We are thinking of the results obtained by . re-educating 
adults, which have proved that most of the characteristics 
generally ascribed to faults of character or lack of talent 
are produced by an unsatisfactory environment in early 
life. · An almost pathologically arrested development of 
our impulses and the mental life can be corrected in such 
cases by further education.1 

The experiments in adult education throw some light on 
the senseless way in which people behave in politics. Instead 
of finding a facile explanation in Le Bon's popular psychology 
of crowd behaviour, it is wiser to suggest that people who 
have had no chance of political responsibilit:Y are. bound to 

1 Cf. III 1, III 6, III 7 din the Bibliography. 
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behave foolishly until they have gradually obtained some 
experience of politics and have learnt to act like responsible 
adults. Why should a man be expected to develop into a 
fully :6.edged politician overnight without any preliminary 
training and experience ? No one would expect him to 
run .a steam engine without being taught, or to give an 
intelligent opinion on intricate business matters. Among 
the refinements. of social technique we must not forget to 
mention psycho-analysis.1 In its revelation of the unconscious 
mind it has made discoveries which, although only too 
hypothetical at present will in time give us power over a 
new dimension of the spirit. 

When we consider the possibilities of· social techniques, 
we naturally regard them with very mixed feelings. · It is 
. impossible to rid ourselves of the idea that the subtler the 
in:6.uence over the human mind becomes, the more skilful 
our handling of social relationships, the greater the danger 
that we may be caught in a trap. The greater the pride of 
achievement, the greater the alarm at the power which 
one man has over another. But just as there is no retreat 
from rationa.liza:tion, so it is impossible to tum our backs 
on this increasing knowledge ; the problem is rather to draw 
the right conclusions from the new possibilities. 

It cannot be denied that directly men realized the power 
that could be gainad from this expanding social technique, 
they began to abuse it. The fundamental error at the root 
of this ab'\$e is plainly revealed if one analyses the word 
with which. this co-ordinated use of social · technique is 
.described. It is extremely characteristic that in the atmos
phere of . mass dictatorship co-ordination. is expressed 
by '! Gleichschaltung ", although the two words have 

··· entirely different meanings .. 
Rightly understood, co-ordination means the intelligent 

~i:relation .of all the resources at one's disposal, the 
h,annonizing •. of the various instruments of an orchestra. 
This mutual harmony. can. be. used· to . produce . either 

. mono~y .or polyphony. It is very significant that co
~rdinatio!J,· ~ been . interpreted ·. as a kind ot goose-step 
~datdiza:tion-the creatio11 of a barren conformity. As 

•• ~ tp this .. if the problem ~re properly thought out, 
lt ~d .be obvio11S that a. centralized social technique 

. . 1 · Cf UI l.e in the BU>~phy. 
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need not entail conformity, that it need not necessarily 
be used to create human sheep. The present experiments are 
only a travesty of the possibilities contained in the· idea of 
co-ordination. Social co-ordination is like orchestral 
harmony. Social co-ordination only means that we do not 
let the instruments under our control-in this case the social 
institutions and techniques, such as family, school, work, 
leisure, and so on, cancel each other out but harmonize 
their creative powers with one another. Whether they are 
used to produce uniformity or a many-sided individuality 
depends on the will of the planner; 

Quite apart from the dictatorial levellers, this insight is 
denied to those who still think it possible to give free 
rein to the social forces, without any attempt at planning or 
co-ordination. These old-fashioned liberals must remember 
that we cannot return to this conception of freedom. The 
arbitrary tyranny of the social forces, unbridled liberalism, 
at the stage of mass society leads not to freedom, but at the 
first real shock, to chaos. In a mass society it is just this 
chaotic welter of groups all struggling for mastery which 
causes reaction, a desire for the totalitarian and monopolistic 
control of social technique and the belief that planning 
means standardization and the suppression of spontaneity. 
If in this early stage men realize the enormous power that 
the co-ordinated control of social technique · can give, but 
do not realize in time that the best planning is not planning 
for conformity, then further progress inevitably leads. to the 
enslavement of mankind, so that it is almost a matter of 
indifference under which flag it takes place. Even a social 
order which is built on :firm foundations and . is sound in 
aim and function will in time fall a victim to. bureaucracy 
through the· institutional surrender of its citizens to the 
technicians who run the social machine, unless it becomes 
aware in time of the dangers inherent in the situation. 

I believe, therefore,. now. that the. countries with liberal 
and democratic traditions have reached the stage of mass 
society, they must use those traditions to interpret the 
problem of mass education with greater wisdom than the 
dictatorships have shown. These countries can rely on 
customs which provide them with a powerful combination of 
attitudes, based on ideals · of .. individual .. independence, 
mutual consideration, and fair play, together with 
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enlightened and acceptable conventions. These ingrained 
attitudes are diametrically opposed to t:\le authoritarian 
propensity for laying down the law and to the maso
chistic pleasure in submission. In democratic countries 
there is thus the possibility of a gradual re-definition of 
the meaning of planning, so that the word is not associated 
with conformity but with co-ordination in the sense .of 
harmonizing the instruments of social technique, in short, of 
meaning by planning, planning for freedom. True liberalism 
in our collective age must act as a supplement, suggesting 
every type of planning and social technique which is likely 
to foster individuality, and must not obtain order at . the 
cost of freedom. 

Planning in this sense means planning for freedom ; 
mastering those spheres of social progress on which the 
smooth working of society depends, but at the same time 
making no attempt to regulate the fields which offer the 
greatest opportunities for creative evolution and individuality. 

This freedom is not of course that of laissez-/ aire, laissez
aUer, which can no longer exist to-day. It is the freedom 
of a society which, since it has the whole co-ordinated 
system of social techniques within its grasp, can safeguard 
itself of its own accord against dictatorial encroachment 
on certain spheres of life, and can incorporate the charters 
of these citadels within its structure and its constitution. 

Anyone who plans for freedom, that . is, provides for 
citadels of self-determination in a regulated social order, 
has of course to· plan for · necessary conformity as well. 
The liberal age could give its whole attention to the propaga
tion of the idea of freedom, for it could build on the founda
tions of the traditional conformity it had inherited from the 
old community culture of the: Middle Ages. . We shall 
have to waste a great deal. of energy in. the 11ext few years 
replacing the old pattem of traditional conformity which 
is now disintegrating by a new one. We shall discover new 
valu.es · which were lost to us in the age of unlimited· com
petition; .. identification .with .the other members of the 
society, collective .responsibility,. and. the .. necessity for 
pC>SSeSSing. a common ·background for our attitudes and 
behaviour. But once the new comm:unity has acquired 
the necessazy llnity of outlook-a conformity ·which is not 
to be discouraged'.'-:--there is no reason why provision should 

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



THE CONCEPT OF SOCIAL CONTROL 265 

not be made, both in the educational system and in the very 
structure of society itself for gradual modifications, culmina
ting in individual' personality.1 'To-day we can afford to 
create opportunities for encouraging the growth of 
individuality, because modern social technique can offer 
much sounder guarantees for the smooth working of society 
in the basic spheres of life than societies of the older type. 

But the mere fact of the existence of masses is not an 
obstacle. It is by no means impossible to split them up into 
small groups in which there is scope for initiative and 
individuality. In these small groups in which everyone 
feels that a great deal depends upon his actions, and learns 
to act upon his own responsibility instead of losing himself 
in the anonymity of the mass, social patterns grow up 
in which individuality can almost certainly develop. 
Sociology has already reached a stage in which it is possible 
to say which social forces and constellations have fostered 
individuality in the course of history. Planning for freedom 
does not mean prescribing a definite form which individuality 
must take, but having both the knowledge and experience 
to decide what kind of education, what kind of social groups 
and what kind of situations afford the best chance of kindling 
initiative, the desire to form one's own character and decide 
one's own destiny. 

III 

THE CONCEPT OF SOCIAL CONTROL 

Planning as the Rational Mastery of the Irrational 

Society is almost ready to pass into a new stage. Unless 
we realize this, . we shall lose the boundless opportunities 
which a co-ordination of social techniques would put into 
our hands. 

Planned freedom can orily be achieved by a deliberate and 
skilful handling of these techniques, so that every kind of 

1 I have dealt with the opportunities which planned. society could 
offer· for the growth of personality in three. public lectures " Planned 
Society and the. ~oblem of Human Personality" given at the London 
School of Economics. These lectures are as yet. unpublished. 
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influence which can be brought to bear on human beings must 
be theoretically understood. The planning authority should 
be able to decide on empirical grounds what sort of influence to 
use in a given situation, basing its judgments on the scientific 
study of society, coupled if possible with sociological experi
ments. Such a tendency is already apparent in certain 
fields. For example, to-day we are developing a new kind of 
scientific study, e.g. the sociology of taxation,1 in order 
to discover which methods work best in different countries. 
In the same way it is to be hoped that we shall be able to 
decide by experience what tactics to adopt in other spheres 
of society in view of the customs prevailing at the time. 
For just as different citizens . in different countries feel 
differently about moral obligations when it comes to paying 
taxes, so there are different habits of thought, beaten tracks 
in the psychology of nations, which lead them to do some 
things in obedience to military orders, others in a spirit of 
free co--operation. 

Social science in pondering the right techniques will 
obviously have to work with varying conceptions of efficiency. 
Apart from the purely technical conception which could be 
defined as " achieving the maximum effect by the minimum 
of effort ", other more human considerations must be taken 
into account. A drastic form of taxation may be efficient for 
the moment from the purely technical point of view because 
it extorts the largest sum in the shortest possible time, but 
psychologically and in the long run it may be inefficient, 
because it may shake the confidence of the tax-payer on which 
every future collection of taxes depends. · Thus every economic, 
administrative, and educational code must be ready .. to 
consider not only the short-lived technical efficiency but 
the deeper psychological effects. A society in which profit 
is. not the only criterion of economic production will 
prefer to work by methods which, · though less effective 
from the point of view of output, give the workers 
more psychological satisfaction. Has not even our· own 
brand of capitalist society, although it is prepared to :fight 
.for purely economic ends, been forced to cut down its profits 

1 On the Sociology- of taxa.l:i.on, et Sultan, H., Die Staatseinnahmen, 
V'~l:h. einer soziologischen .Finanztheorie als Teil einer Theorie der 
j>Qlit:is(:hea Qkottomi.e. 'fiibingen, 1932; and ~nn, F. K., Finamsoziologie, 
I«>•. Vietteljalu;eshefte :ffir Soziologie, vol. 12, No. 1, 1933. 
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in favour of the social services? A planned society would 
be still more likely to invent new forms of calculation owing 
to its greater interest in the good of the whole. The changed 
conception of efficiency which we have just discussed would 
not confine itself to the economic sphere. The psychological, 
social, and technical means applied should be judged by their 
effect on character and individuality as well as by their pur~y 
technical efficiency. Why should not a planned society 
which could deal not only with economy proper, but with 
human economy as well, make allowance for this point of 
view ? We can go even further. A :finer mastery of the social 
keyboard, a more accurate knowledge of social technique, 
does not necessarily result in excessive interference. I believe 
that the wisdom of the planner would very often lead to 
a deliberate refusal to interfere in many fields. I can perhaps 
explain what I have. in mind by giving an example on a 
smaller scale. An experimental boarding school for instance 
which aimed at planning the whole scope of its activities; 
might proceed to think out its syllabus and time-tableindetail, 
but .at the same.time would see that recreation hours should 
be. provided in· which the children were invariably left to 
themselves without advice or interference so·that they could 
develop their own initiative. Arrangements.could at the same 
time be .made for the boys to go off for a tramp. on their own, 
or :find themselves work in which their individual initiative 
would have free play. This is by no means contrary to the 
principle. that educational influences should be · carefully . 
controlled. Even in our present society sheltered. !ron.es and 
open battlefields exist side by side. In a planned society 
they will still be. there, butthey will be brought into harmony 
by a deeper· understanding of the· contribution they make, 
both to .the formatie>rt of character an.d to the efficiency of 
socjety. • · · . · ·• 

.This rational mastery of the in:ationd which .does not 
rob it of its peculiar cha.rm, this deliberate recognition o:f 
irrationality is only possible when there is a thorough· ~p 
not only of the standardized techniques involved, but also· of 
. the spontaneous forms which develop in life when it ~ left to 
.itself. The keyboard and the polyphonic. harmony of musical 
instruments of. which we spoke were no. chance metaphprs~ 
'J.'lie analogy is justified in so far that only the ,man, w-ho ha$ . 
fullr J,lla.St~ musical technique .. can really express the 
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irrationality of musical experience. In the same way a truly 
planned society does not suppress the genuine dynamics of 
life or intellectualize them, but tries through a skilful handling 
of situations to make a fuller use of organic forces than was 
possible at a stage of more primitive, inflexible control. 

Even the greatest expert in social technique does not 
imagine that he himself creates the elementary psychological 
and social processes. The greater his knowledge, the more 
clearly will he see that a genuine improvement in social 
teehnique means an ever fuller use, an ever increasing mastery 
of the original material. Real skill will not make us inhuman, 
but· human in a deeper sense. Only those who feel that the 
present state of society is " natural " because they were born 
into it will oppose true planning, thereby completely overlook-
ing the fact that this alleged naturalness is the chance product 
of spasmodic interference with the course of social events 
and the development of the individual-an interference which 
usually does more harm than good because it is not consciously 
applied. The clumsiness of our society in which different 
man-made institutions frequently dash and different moral 
codes continuously lead to conflicts, is reflected in the 
rising tide of neurosis in the individual and in disastrous 
panics and crises in international relations. 

If society can be controlled, we must ask ourselves bow 
we can improve our technique of intervention in human 
affairs, and where this intervention ought to begin. The 
problem of-this "where", the right point of attack, brings 
us to the conception of social control.1 The societies of the 
past made use of this control in many forms, and we are 

1 C. F. Ross, E. A., Social Control: A Su,veyofthe Foundations of Ot'dtw 
(New York, 1901), a book which has the merit of having directed attention 
very early to tb.a.t problem. But I think in that early stage it was not 
,yet possible to see. its ultimate implica.tions, which only become visible ,, 
as soon as one discusses them in the context of social techniques and 
planning. Cf. also Cooley, Ch. H., Social Organization, New York, 1909, 
and his Social Process, New York, 1918; Maclvei:, R. M., Society, 
a Textbook of Sociology, esp. &ok II, part ii, New York, 1937; Case, 
C.~-•" _Some 5?ciological.,Aspects of Coercion," Publicati011S of the A.me?. 
SQC1,ok>giail Scx;i.ety, 1~. vol. 117, pp. 75-88 ; Lumley, F. E., Means of 
Sodal Oonwol, New York, 1925; Bemard, L. L., The Transition ~ an 
Objscti11, Standanl of Social Ccmtrol Thesis, Chica.go, 1911 ; " Social Control," 
~li&a#ons offhe AffleVi.can Social. Society, vol. 12, Chicago, 1918; Smith, 
W, E.., . " Scb.ool Discipline as Traµting for tb,e Larger Social Control," 
Publ. of th~ A-. Sociol Soc., vol. i 7, 1923 ; Mead, G. H., "The Genesis 
of the Sel:f and Social .Control," Inuwn. Joum. of Ethics, vol. 35, 1924-5. 
~.also I, J in the Bibliography, 
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justified in speaking of the " key positions of social control " 
in the sense that there have always been foci from which the 
most important influences emanated. A new approach 
to history will be achieved when we are able to translate 
the main structural changes in terms of a displacement of the 
fonner systems of control. Looking at society as a whole, the 

·. replacement of individual controls is never due solefy to 
immediate causes but is a function of changes in the whole 
configuration. 

The question emerges whether in the past the .controls 
grew up side by side haphazard, or whether even then they 
were unconsciously co-ordinated, and whether in the future 
such a co-ordination could be deliberately encouraged. The 
key to .an understanding of shifting social controls lies 
partly in the changing nature of social techniques and 
partly in the transformation of human beings themselves .. 

• In a society where the technique of social control is still 
in its infancy the influence comes from near at hand, from 
the father, the neighbour, the chieftain. Standards of 
be4aviour must be inculcated and everybody must conform 
to them if the society is to work. This kind of primitive group 
with its narrow range :of social influence will tend .to iI:npose 
too many taboos and will. anxiously insist on what Durkheim 
calls. a.'( mechanical solidarity". . 

:But in .. a society in which a more .· detailed division · of 
labo-ur . occurs human conduct can be influenced by subtler 
and less obvious means. As Durkhe:im. points out, dirision 
of. labo-ur creates functions which are complementary. to . 
each. other, so that everyone is much more dependent on. his 
lleighbours than· in a society where. no such division exist$ 
and each as it were produces for himself. Owing to the 
division of labour and the consequent dependence of the 
.individual on society, new .kinds of pressure come into being 
which continue. to take ~ect when there is. no one to give 
(lrders. Certain situations. constantly recur and exert a 
pressure from which there .is little chance of> escape. This 
"pressure of circumstances "admittedly allows the :individual 
to make his own adjustmeil.t; but. the number of possible 
adjustments is limited. Ev~ if society is not in a position 
to .deal with these situatio~. they ~ nevertheless be fQrc,-

. seen ai,.d are easily recognizable in the most important spheres ·· 
of life. This similarity appears in its most striking f01'Dl 
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when we study the biographies of men who belong to the 
same period and class : they are usually confronted with the 
same type of situation even when they believe their circum
stances are unique. It is clear that the social control which 
consists in confronting certain social classes with certain 
definite situations is radically different from that of primitive 
society where the individual is directly affected. Only 
when the social structure has reached a fairly complex 
stage of development can the social controls become :flexible 
enough to provoke a number of possible reactions to typical 
conditions instead of laying down hard and fast rules of 
behaviour. The types of social control which work through 
situations or through for,ce of circumstances are only to be 
found at a certain level of society, and their significance 
increases as its complexity grows. In the same way the 
vital question whether social control is exercised by a central 
group of · leaders or is democratically diffused throughout 
society depends for its answer both on the social order and 
on the social techniques. 

In this connection it again becomes clear that discussion 
of the problem of social control is hopelessly abstract 
when it is not related to the workings of society as a whole 
but is artificially divided into water-tight compartments 
such as economics, political science, administration, and 
education. As long as we specialize only in one of these fields 
its nature is hidden from us. We do not realize that all 
these seemingly separate sciences are in fact interrelated, 
that they refer to social techniques whose ultimate aim 
is to secure the functioning of the social order by bringing 
an appropriate influence to bear on the behaviour and atti.,. 
tudes. of men. 

Once this unity of purpose is recognized · the political and 
social character of all human institutions becomes clear. 
They are nof as they seem at first sight designed simply to 
achieve a limited object,they are permanent elements in the 
political organization of society and have grown up side by 
side. Economics in their . broader aspect are not merely 
a device for regulating production and consumption, they are 

· also an efficient means of regulating human behaviour as well, 
and in some spheres of action they help to adjust itto the 
general trend of affairs. . Administration is not merely a 
fonn of social organization created for the purpose of carrying 
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out certain decisions ; it is becoming more and more obvious 
to-day that administration is turning into an instrument of 
political interference and that the methods used in executing 
the prescribed regulations can serve as an indirect means of 
altering the balance of power in a society. The dogmatic 
distinction between making the law (legislation) and expound
ing it (jurisdiction) does not seem to be as clear cut as it 
used to be, and we see ever more plainly that in the process 
of jurisdiction the judges are creating the law. Sodologists 
do not regard education solely as .a means of realizing abstract 
ideals of culture, such as humanism or technical specialization, 
but as part of the process of influencing men and women. 
Education can only be understood when we know for what 
society and for what social position the pupils are being 
educated.1 

If, instead of studying every branch of activity separately, 
we consider all social activities as a whole we shall be able to 
classify them as social techniques, whose sole raison d'etre 
is to influence human behaviour as society thinks fit. 2 This 
leads us on to the working hypothesis that the quantum 
of mental energy needed to produce the habits and outlook 
of a society remains constant and that only the concrete 
forms of expression change. In this sense we can speak. of a 
transmutation (metamorphosis) of this energy. 

Let us now proceed to examine this transformation .of 
mental energy in greater detail and give an example to show 
how the same activity (manual labour) was enforced in 
different ways in two successive phases of history. It is well 

1 K. Mannheim, "Mass Education and Group Analysis," op. cit.; 
and cf. in the Bibliography III 3a, Ill 4, and III 7a. 

• We will only indicate here what we have explained in another place-
why it should be in the liberal age that.a tendency arose to divorce the 
spheres from one another. The habit of thinking in terms of pure economics, 
the unquestioning distinction between legislature, executive, and judiciary, 
the autonomy of education, mark only a certain stage in the. evolution 
of society, in which, for structural reasons, co-ordination takes place 
through checks and balances ... But even in this sense the different spheres 
of action were not so simple and unpolitical as they appeared to be . in 
an abstract analysis. The regulation of property for instance was always 
political, for it was not only a means of guaranteeing a certain standard 
of · living but regulated humall. activities in different spheres. Even 
when there was no authority which consciously set the different parts 
of the social mechanism in motion, they constantly influenced each other 
and tended towards equilibrium. This equilibriu111 was not totalitarian, 
however, .in the sense that it was planned beforerumd on theoretical 
princl.Fles to function as a single ~hine, 
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known that in Roman society, especially on the great estates 
(latifundia), the work was done by slaves and the principal 
incentive was. the whip. Towards the end of Roman rule, 
at the beginning of the Middle Ages, this system of slave 
economy was transformed into serfdom, and now instead of 
brute force a combination of methods was used to arouse the 
will to work. First the slaves, once condemned to celibacy, 
were allowed to marry, so that instead of living in barracks 
they could have a home and family. This was a more or less 
deliberate attempt to mobilize the instinct of self~preservation 
in the economic interests of their masters by strengthening 
it through family ties. Then this motive was reinforced from 
another side and a strip of land was given them with a share 
in the harvest, so that they would take an interest in the 
output. And finally they were bound to the soil by law, 
and thus the ambition which society itself had aroused was 
checked by social regulation, for they had no hope of moving 
to the best manors in the country. These restrictions on their 
freedom of movement were further reinforced by the lack 
of communications. 

The transformation of slaves into serfs is an example of the 
different incentives employed in . these two solutions to the 
labour problem. Instead of the primitive method of brute 
force applied in slavery, in serfdom there is a combination 
of stimuli .. Blood ties, an emotional attachment to the land, 
the legal inability to leave it and a vested interest in its 
produce, all combined to create a skHfully balanced system 
for arousing the necessary will to work. The particular 
course which human initiative takes, the changing forms of 
incentives, are once more functions of the changing social 
techniques and. can only be completely understood with 
reference to the whole social order. People turned in our 
example to the more complicated system, not merely because 
it gave the serf a keener interest in his work but because 
imperialistic wars, which were a kind of slave-hunting, ceased 
and with them the source Of slavelabour.1 

In this example the transmutation of social energy (meta
morphosis) is obvious when we notice how certain systems 

1 Cf •. ~ Weber, " Die soziiuen Griinde. des Unterganges der antiken 
I\ultur," in his Gi,sammelte Aufsatze · zu,,. Sozial- una Wirtschaftsgescbickte, 
Tiibw.gen, 1924. 
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used· different methods of pressure and stimulation in order 
to achieve the same. result. tn spite of its relevance in this 
particular case the principle of the transmutation of social 
energy is only a metaphor ; it would be a mistake to carry it 
too far.1 It would also be foolish to attempt to measure the 
quantum of energy 8 ; we might be led into theoretical trifling. 
For the vital element in the physical principle of the con
servation of energy is that quanta of energy can be :measured 
as. they actually occur in various forms. Here the analogy of 
the conservation of energy only serves to e:rnphasize two 
important facts : First, there is only one single principle 
underlying all social techniques, that of influencing human 
behaviour, causing people to act in a desired way. Secondly, 
the same behaviour (manual labour, in the case we have 
just· analysed) can be obtained sometimes by a single act of 
direct compulsion, sometimes by a combination of social 
controls, expanding throughout the whole social texture. 

1 C; J. Friedrich, Constitutional Govwnmmt and Polities, New York, 
London, 1937, RP· 12 ff,. speaks of in.terpreting human action by the 
power principle, but forgets to emphasize that the idea of the conservation. 
of energy is only adequate if it can be measured. Moreover, he ignores 
the primary assumption of the unity of social techniques, which in. spite 
of their external dffierences have in. our opinion a sin.gle task to fulfil-:
:the influencing of human behaviour. Only if one makes this the basis 
of one's study is it possible to speak of the transmutation of energy. 
Otherwise it · is impossible to in.terpret the changing· expression of· the 
ea.xne · tendency as va.riations of that tendency. • Certaillly Frieclrich ·. · 

.. hl\S taken an important step in this direction in. so far as he regards 
DOt merely: the compulsory activities but also the · sponquieous qnes 
as an expression of this · energy; Indeed, . obtainin.g obedienc;e to a 
~ful order is a method of .in.fiuencing behaviour just as m~~ as 
creating apment or a spontaneous desire to do -one's duty. · It is Just 
in thjl\ ability to create agreement where authoritarian methods ~Dly obtain 
obedience, that the greater efficiency of democratic methods lil!II, 

·. • In order to measure the mental energy expended in the above mentioned 
two methods of :making people work, the results obtained by slave labour 

. . would have to be compared with .the energy consumed by the overseers, 
.and then with the results produced by the seps, in _order to contntst the 
.energy expended by .. the- overseers with the energy :i:1eeded to keep the 
whole system going. It is clear that these quanta are not mllalurable, so, 
as we explained in. the 1:eXt, it is riot the eqi11wty .of the energy ~ 
on which we lay such stress but on the questiOll. bf what means (pride 
in one's wor11:, enten,rise) and through -what combinaticins of socjaJ 
techlliQues, identica.1 functions are created in. different societies. . • -. . 

As fo the psych~ !!Beets of. SJ?(?lltaDeQUS _and auth017:~ 
meth~ . cf. the' f~UOW'lllg recent contributions: :Lewin, K., and Lippitt; 
R., "An &1:>erin:iental · Approach to . the Stud:t of Au~y and 
Democracy.: A Preliminary Note,":Soeiomm:,, I, Nos. 3--4, 1934, ·. Lewin, 
~. and White, R. IC.,· " ~tterns of Aggressive . Behaviollt'. in Exlieri· 

•meatally _Czea.ted Social Climates," Journal_ofSoc. PsyollDl-.,Ma.y, 19$. ••· . . ' , 
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IV 

THE CLASSIFICATION OF SOCIAL CONTROLS 

Once we have explained the major premises on which our 
argument is based, our next task will be to make a detailed 
investigation of the general hypothesis of the transmutation 
of social energy. The outstanding problem which a $ociology 
of government will have to · face is to demonstrate 
that different countries have different social controls at their 
command and to explain the nature of their working. This 
shifting of controls, the transmutation of the methods of 
influencing human behaviour, can only be studied in detail 
after a preliminary scheme of classification has been worked 
out. We still have a long way to go before we can determine 
through which controls our society functions, and farther · 
still before we can form a concrete plan for securing the best 
possible disposition of these controls. Nevertheless much 
would be gained if social science were able to make a sound 
theoretical survey of the key positions of social control. 
At any rate this wc,uld be the l;>est approach in studying the 
structure of any society. 

In the following section I will try to classify social controls 
in this way .. lam fully aware that I am unable to do more than 
to, work out the main p:rinciple underlying them and to give 
SQme examples of their effects. For the purpose of this survey 
I. propose to classify the relevant techniques of influencing 
human behaviour as follows. First we have two main groups : 

x; Direct· M.ethods of .. Influencing Human Behaviour. 
2, Indirect Methods of II;lfluencing Human Behaviour. 

I. Direct .Methods of Influencing Human Behaviour 
These are always based on personal influence and work from 

near at· hand.. Thus, the effect of this infi.u~e is always 
identified with the ,:nan who exercises it, and the layman does 
:not notice ,that he is merely the unconscious exponent of tbe 

· clajms of society. .,5<> if the parents teU the child not to do·. 
certain things, we believe that it is they who wish to establish· 
.these particular rul~. The , sociologist, on the other hand, 
~ows tha.t a definite. i;ociety is speaking through them, 1 

.,. :i Ct··. ·.J·~ ....... ·.· . .....,;· .... T· ·"'. ft, The ~.icnf. Tlurapy in. a C<mwolkd Rel4licm$. ltlp. ~ ~ .. ii. ••4~.· .~,. .-one Contacts wjth a, Seven-year-old :Boy," New York. 
- ·.·l· :''••-·., -, ,, . ' 
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and that it is more or less dependent on these rules for its 
smooth working. School masters and priests fulfil the same 
function. The leader of an opposition uses means of influencing 
behaviour just as much as the Govemment ; the only 
difference is, that owing to his dislike of certain institutions 
he proposes to put others in their place. From the sociological 
point of view he might fulfil as important a function in trans
forming human behaviour as those who only care for con
formity, for he fosters the dynamic change which is needed 
in the course of history. 

As opposed to these personal influences, we speak of 
influencing human behaviour indirectly, when it is a question 
of influencing the action, outlook, and habits of the individual 
by conscious or unconscious control of the natural, social, or 
cultural surroundings. 

The chief characteristic of indirect influence is that it 
works from afar, and the control originally springs, not from 
close at hand, but from distant sources. Far away there is a 
social authority, which by managing natural, institutional, 
or· cultural factors persuades or compels the individual to 
react as it pleases. Of course, there are human beings at 
work behind this cluster of influences ; these institutions 
represent real people, yet it is not private individuals, but 
the invisible pressure in the situation itself which makes the 
average human being do what is expected of him, apparently 
of. his own accord, without external bribery or pressure. 

In these circumstances the individual might have an illusion 
of freedom, and indeed he does in fact make his own adjust
ment. But from the sociological point of view the possible 
solµtions are more or less determined in advance by· social 
control of the situation. 

In spite of this diversity of methods we must not forget 
what we have already stated, that indirect influence in its 
:final· stages works through direct infh1ence. If certain· pro
vinces of society are regulated by free competition, the 
individual does not keep his eye on the system, but on the 
ai:;:tual competitor who is pitting his prices against his own, 
or on a customer who wants cheaper goods 8.lld thinks he 
can get them elsewhere .. The abstract power and pressure of 
competition as far as the individual is concerned is embodied 
in the· concrete actions of other individuals with whom he has 
personal dealings. 
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According to this account there appears at first sight to be. 
no real distinction between the direct and indirect methods of 
influencing human behaviour. For in both cases the social 
order is speaking through the mouth of a concrete individual 
and in both it seems as though the individual in question 
were the ultimate source of the influence. Yet when we 
look into the matter more carefully we realize that a father 
who is punishing bis son provokes a different response from 
that called out by the process of competition. If a father hands 
on some opinion or other he is the author of it and we can. 
only state in quite general terms that soci:ety is speaking 
through him ; while if I obey the laws of competition it is 
possible to point to the particular pattern of social interaction 
which has conditioned my behaviour. This distinction is 
absolutely vital to the planner, for if he wants to alter the 
position, in the first case he appeals to the father and in the 
second he tries to change the process of competition. We 
shall have more to say about this distinction later on. 

Whether a society relies more on direct or indirect in::fluence 
depends on a great many factors, but especially on its size, 
range, organization, communications, and social mobility. 
The feudal society, for instance, retained its pattern of 
direct personal influence and dependence because, in spite 
of jts vastness1 it was an agrarian society iQ which social 
regulation was based on neighbourliness and personal 
relationships. It never approached the conception of 
abstract officialdom, which was confined to the absolutist 
state and the democratic bureaucracy. As it grew it still 
clu.ag to the hierarchic scheme in which everyone had his 
own overlord to who:np he was bound by ties of fidelity. 
The emphasis on direct control may have forced this 
society to. assume the complicated structure of a pyramid. 
Systematic generalization and the ~pplica.tion of universal 
principles to social affairs were alien to the medieval mind. 
in feudal times. It thought in terms of personal or class 
privilege. To do justice did not mean to actord every one 
equal rights before the law, but to guarantee to every man 
his own right, the right to which his estate entitled him. 
There was no liberty, only liberties. The method of 
generalization and subsumption only became operative in 
legal thought when through the idea of citizenship all men 
became equal, at least. in the political sphere. · Until this had 
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been· achieyed it was impossible to think of law or political 
organization in the abstract. 

Accordingly the prevailing pattern of thought expressed 
itself in terms of symbols and analogies rather than in 
logical generalization. The symbolic representation of 
authority stUl belop.gs to a world where personal contacts 
prevail, and the highest degree of abstraction can only be 
reached. by means of images and not of general concepts. 
The h'bidinou.s energies which flow into these symbols are 
still of the same nature as the allegiance to a. personal over .. 
lord. There is no leap into the abstract a.s there is in obeying 
systematic legal regulations for their own sake or for the sake 
of the state. 
· The patterns of personal influence develop in those · social 

units which ··Cooley called the primary groups 1 .: the local 
writs of a society, the family, the neighbours, and the 
village community. This personal influence exists in modern 

· society too, in the family, in the nursery. school, and kinder
garten, in neighbourly relationships and during leisure. time. 
It does not di$3.ppear in mass society but tends to be confined · 
to certain aspects of life.· Its real working can·best be.seen 
in our midst when small new groups arise : friendships, 
fraternities, political. sects, and cliques. It is mainly th~ 
small and.active bodies which invent new customs, so tmtt 
the :first patterns are created by a process of.~ and error • 
. The habits, feelings, sympathies, and idiosyncrases of th~. 

~ 
· .. gi;-oups will be determined, far more than in larger and more 

·.··1 ..... · permanent comm~ties, by the per$9Jlal peculiariti• of ..... .. 
individual leaders and prominent members. The more stable .· 
and institutional these fiuctuating gr()ups become, the sooner 
these personal · pectlliarities . will. be abolished dr will auto
matically be transformed into an impersonal tradition.. .· 

· , ·· The. detailed stu,dy of the problem ~.what. means and·· .. 
on what plane of consciousness the sense of person.al imluen~ 
becomes effective, . would require a whole treatise. on. · 

·• psychology. . We will, therefore,· merely· ·mdi~te·. ~ 
important aspects. of direct .in:flu~. F~t of all ~~ is 

· · tb .whole mechamsro .. of .. habit . which is CQnditiont!d by . 

. 1. ~ •. c. "iL, 5~ ~- ·A Study of tlie~~~ 
~ . ~. ~ ~-,~ ud Burgesai E. W., lnwotlw:~'6.!A8. ~ 

«i<t, ~o, 1924. · .. Qui.pfer V, u. C., ~ .--
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training and whl'ch guarantees a certain conformity among 
the members of a society-a conformity which is largely 
independent of rational and emotional judgment. 

One usually distinguishes two kinds of habits : those which 
are uniform throughout a · given society and those which 
conform to special institutions and co-operative schemes. 
When, for instance, a man acquires habits connected 
with the times appointed for eating, working, and sleeping, 
he is learning . to share in the general activities of society ; 
but if he acquires the habits of a certain profession, or the 
manners of a certain social class, this can only be regarded 
as a preparation for particular institutions. 

The principal aim of education is usually to achieve a basic 
social conformity; it transmits by direct tradition the 
patterns of behaviour for which society is always groping 
in the past. The customary methods of carrying out certain 
collective activities such as a fishing expedition among 
primitive tribes, and the techniques for promoting co-opera-
tion and suppressing selfish motives fall into this category. 
Even such trifles as the art of winning approval, the intuitive 
power to realize which petty stratagems are permissible in 
personal intercourse, what is best left unsaid, and what 
must be stifled at all costs are communicated by private 
example. Thus· from the skilful handling of commonplace 
situations to the traditional routine of group organization, 
everything· is subject to the same law. But not only overt 
behaviour but also emotional and volitional reactions are 
transmitted in the same way. 

Who can tell how the English form of self-control is handed 
down, or how emotional rhythm differs in. the Germans, 
the French, or the Americans?. The normal methods of self
expression are openly transmitted by personal contact 
just as other social habits are. This is equally true on the 
intellectual plane and applies to style both in writing and in 
speech. We are justified in using the term habits of thinking 
in order to show that there are planes of thought which are 
taken over almost mechanically without being subjected to 
res:ponsible control. · We think as we do, not because long 
consideration of the facts has led us to this or that conclusion, 
but because our opin.ions were directly instilled into us in 
childhood. . 

But even if we decided one day to reconsider all our 
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prejudices, to think out all our opinions for ourselves, we 
should find that owing to the intensity of these methods of 
direct transmission, unconscious inhibitions would make 
themselves felt at certain points and would prevent us 
going any further. These inhibited fields in the mind 
exist in many spheres, of which the sexual sphere is only 
the best known. A patriot is inhibited from shaking off 
the collective narcissism of his group, just as a Communist 
can only compel himself sorely against his will to make a 
critical analysis of the dogma conceming the chosen destiny 
of the proletariat. Both men have not only adopted certain 
habits of thought at critical phases in their life but have also 
established certain inhibited fields of consciousness which 
react like a noli me tangere. 

But these conditioned reactions, these ruts in the pathways. 
of the mind, are sometimes exposed to change. In some of 
the feelings we acquire there are mental explosives hidden, 
which under favourable circumstances may convulse our 
whole system of habits. Small hidden resentments, 
repressed longings, may become revitalized. In this sense 
every conversation, every method of teaching either en
courages or discourages such mental rebellions. In case 
of discouragement, hidden elements of fear and anxiety 
are implanted and inhibit the individual who is striving 
to surpass the boundaries of his limited sphere of action. 
Reconsideration is; therefore, never a purely intellectual 
act. It is emotional and volitional for it has to be preceded 
by the courage to break the spell cast by former habits of 
mind. 

One of the many methods of establishing a certain con
ception of the world and thus of creating conformity is 
what has been called the definition of a situation. 
Certain interpretations of the situation, certain accepted 
valuations, and certain prevailing ideologies are taken 
for granted. We adopt them in the family, the nursery, the 
school, try to live with them and only when the tension 
between them and our direct experience becomes too great, 
do we gradually revi~ them. We usually make no attempt 
to do this by ourselves, but join forces with those who find 
themselves in a similar position and collectively rebel 
against an established de:finition. At :first people are merely 
inclined to grumble and be generally discontented, and later 
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out of their trivial disparagements new values and a new 
definition of the situation arises. 

Not merely our smallest mannerisms, but the integrated 
pattern of our personality n:ay b~ formed by ?Ur ~mmediate 
surroundings and by the direct influence which 1s brought 
to bear. Ideal characters, the hero, the gentleman, the 
honest broker, become popular in this way in a given social 
structure. 

If one asks how these alien standards are imparted, and . 
how the desired behaviour is produced, a complete scale of 
methods,. ranging from brute force 1 to spontaneity .could be 
given. At one end of the scale is violent coercion with 
every means of causing pain and fear. At the next stage 
we find non-violent coercion, withdrawal of love, sabotage,11 

cold-shouldering, ana indifference. We must also examine 
in a class by themselves the gratifications which arouse 
spontaneous action by stimulating the desire for profit 
and advancement. Praise, flattery, and persuasion can be 
used to create spontaneous responses and it depends on the 
social context and on established conventions whether they 
are more certain in their results than tangible possessions. 
The advantage of adopting a. technique based· on reward 
is that it creates the illusion of free choice. Here I must 
emphasize the fact that a society not only creates the 
hope of reward, but it has to foster the desires which go 
with it. If it offers only new gratifications for which no 
oneis prepared to strive it meets with no response. If it 
fosters expectations which it cannot on principle fulfil, it 
will create discontent and :finally rebellion. From the sub~ 
jective point of view free choice and disinterested motives 
are a reality, but from a sociological point of view theyare 
largely nurtured by society and are not in this respect 
totally unlike the reactions · produced by brute force. If 
the individual studies his own mind, he is righUn thinking 
that his reactions are spontaneous, but that does not alter the 
fact that society has, asit were, conditioned him without his 
knowledge to struggle for the prizes it offers. Indeed, it often 
depends on the form ofsocial organization employed whether 
the individual does something because he must or whether 

1 C. M. Case, Some Sociological Asp~els of Non-Violent Coercion, New 
Y.1ork··.• 192 .. 3· C.f. .. also ... · III .. 2 .. a.and c in.the Bibliography. 

" tu.mley, F. E,, Mium$ of Social Control, New York, 1~5. 
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society has adjusted its emotional values with such skill 
that he sets his heart on doing it o:r feels that his honour 
is at stake. Mark Twain's Tom Sawyer illustrates this point 
very well in a limited setting. Tom is ordered as a punish
ment to paint the garden fence and he manages to make the 
other boys give him all sorts of presents in exchange for the 
privilege of doing the painting ; so that we see once again 
that much depends on the way in which a fact is socially 
presented. Punishment in a different setting becomes 
reward. 

Though reward and punishment are both social incentives, 
and the rewards for which we strive are socially determined, 
it is true, nevertheless, that a society which is based chiefly 
on command and punishment is more brutal than one based 
on reward. The methods which try to rouse men to act by 
kindling their desires are much subtler in conception and 
more sublimated in effect. Their efficiency cannot be rightly 
assessed by noting the speed of reaction in isolated cases 
alone. We must also remember that the strain of waiting 
for orders and the fear of punishment destroy both 
individual spontaneity and the general power of response, 
so that these become atrophied in spheres in which they 
are essential. 

It seems that sOciety itself instils the wishes and 
determines the range of possible gratifications, and the 
dynamic tension which springs from them is strictly corre
lated with the needs of the changing social order itself. The 
different levels of expectations as they exist in the different 
social classes are the direct expression of strivings which 
set various groups in motion and give them direction. They 
are, therefore, the most important psychological key-points 
from which society can influence the minds of its members. 

A planned society will naturally strive to influence these 
levels of expectation among the different classes. Such a 
society avoids many of the difficulties in which a free society 
is involved because it is capable of adapting the level of 
expectations, to wishes which it is possible to fulfil. If it 
cannot produce enough wealth it can make a virtue of 
renunciation or create satisfaction in economy itself. In a 
free society on the other hand the level Qf expectation is 
produced by external conditions which usually cannot be 
controlled; and it is in no way adjusted to the needs of the 
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di:ff erent social classes or of society as a whole. Our theory 
is, then, that the creation of rewards as well as that of 
wishes and expectations, is a product of the social process, 
and that the origin of the dynamic impulse which impels 
us to work and to make sacrifices is to be sought in tension 
between expectation and reward. This creative tension in 
favourable cases was spontaneously produced in the past. 
In modem society, however, owing to rapid changes, and to 
the mechanism of competition which gives rise to new 
expectations, without at the same time creating the means 
of gratifying them, a general dissatisfaction will naturally 
arise, and if it is to be avoided in the future guidance and 
planning will be needed. This theory that rewards are 
correlated with certain socially conditioned expectations 
will of course only be appreciated by those who have 
already seen that material interest is by n:o means final, 
and that men are not primarily bent on material gratifica
tions. Even our interest in food, as Knight has dearly 
seen, is largely a matter of social standards rather than of 
biological need.1 Here we meet with another fact of. the 
same order. Not only does society co-ordinate its rewards 
with the level of expectations, but even the threshold of 
sensitivity, as we have already mentioned, is different 
in different societies. It is remarkable that an English 
upbringing creates a delicacy which is sensitive to the 
slightest shades o'f criticism, while in many other countries 
the· coarsest abuse and . exaggeration would be necessary 
as a deterrent. In dealing both with children and adults, 
an English rebuke is often concealed in a casual remark, 
or· must as it were be read between the lines. Thus 
personal intercourse in England teaches people to notice . 
the smallest change of manner, to feel good-humoured 

1 Knight has .realized this fact very clearly. .He has rightly 
emphasized·tb.at economic .interests are not, for the most part, final, but 
that. other . values are set on apparently material things, and. that the 
human struggle really revolves around these inherent valuations. Once 
this is understood, the new proble,:n arises under what conditiollll these 
-valua.tiollS become. attached to Ill3.terial goods. When, . for instance, do 
food .and b.Ciusing carry social prestige, and when can the desire for prestige 
be satisfi«l by badges and titles ? Knight, F., " Economic Theory of 
Nationalism," in his Etliu1; of Competition, p. 315. On the problem of 
~• . et Nicolson, H., The Meamng of PYestige, Cambridge; 1937 : 
~ Spejer, ... Honor and. Social. Structure" in Social Reseu.rch, vol. 2, 
1~. Cf, also lV .4 in the Bibliography. 

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



CLASSIFICATION OF SOCIAL CONTROLS 283 

ridicule and chaff as though they were a sharp rebuff. This 
leads to great economy in the technique of rewards and 
punishments, and the general English tendency to under
statement is merely a particular expression of society's 
subtle grading of psychological satisfactions and rebukes. 
But probably an· improved technique of this type is only 
possible in a more or less static society, where sensitivity 
is impressed on the mind in early childhood, and is more 
or less implied in the whole social order. Here again we 
have an instance how various subtle qualities which are 
indispensable in a particular society are instilled by our 
immediate surroundings through the medium of personal 
contacts. 

After dealing with gratifications, which we may regard as 
lying half~way between violent coercion and absolute 
spontaneity, we must pass on to mere imitation, which is 
a kind ofno man's land between spontaneity and submission 
to brute force. Many things are done in society, not because 
of special gratifications or coercion, but because people 
discover certain simple solutions and adopt them as a con
ditioned reflex or from imitation. " It is always done. " and 
'' it simply is not done" are slogans, which help to pavethe 
way for such solutions. The lack of social mobility again makes 
it possible to hand on most conventions by imitation without 
giving them a second thought. If there is no variety of 
experience to show that in other countries or in other social 
classes the same things can be done in a different way, the 
same problems solved by other . methods, much can be 
achieved by sheer routine and inertia. So, too, in the 
economic sphere people will be satisfied with current con
ditions if there are no other possibilities with which to com
pare them, Thus Gide rightly remarks in his Return from 
the U.S.S.R. that shoddy goods are accepted in Russia 
without a murmur. As long as my neighbour is· no better 
off than I am, my mind is at rest, he adds. The necessity 
for adopting a· system. of coercion or reward instead of 
leaving the desired behaviour to tradition and imitation 
seems to depend on definite social conditions. Reward and 
punishment are only necessary when tradition is unequal 
to the task. Detailed observation and experiment are 
needed on this point ; but in any case it is becoming more 
and more obvious that the various methods in use which 
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attempt to bring about a definite type. of behaviour cannot 
be interpreted in the abstract without reference to the 
countries in which they are found. It seems to be that 
dynamic society is compelled continuously to introduce 
new incentives and qualifications in order to break up, 
and to replace many of the habitualized patterns of tradition. 
But this. perpetual search for new interests makes life far 
more difficult, for people who only react to new pleasures 
are infinitely harder to control than those who are governed 
by· routine. 

But a dynamic society must· not merely encourage its 
members to. work for reward, it must also develop. fresh 
initiative and· spontaneity, especially in the ruling elite. 
Here we come to the next position in the scale of techniques 
for influencing human behaviour directly. From the socio
logical point of view it is remarkable that society can provide 
incentives to persuade people to use their initiative and to 
enjoy the experience. We all know the type of man who 
prefers to live quietly, has no spirit of adventure and does 
not like responsibility, and on the other hand the type 
who is only happy in a profession which gives scope for 
his initiative. But these differences in type are rooted not 
only in physiology and heredity but to a large extent in 
early conditioning. There is a whole series of methods for 
encouraging and discouraging initiative by education within 
the :framework of immediate influence ; and the way in 
which the .different societies handle the feelings of anxiety 
3.lld security . forms a significant. background to their 
educational strategy. If a society sets out to govern mainly 
by coercion and military command, the general feeling of 
anxiety is heightened and intimidation becomes one of its 
principal techniques. It is impossible to deny that the 
traditional religions have made .'considerable use of this 
fear mongering and have done their best to create a feeling 
of guilt. · On the other hand, if a society needs heroes and 
pioneers it will see that its citizens are educated so that 
neither death nor the unforeseen holds any terrors for them.· 
One of the principal features of Islamic teachings is that 
death has no horror· in it. 

But we tango a step further. At one end of a scale ranging 
from complete passivity to initiative there is the possibility 
of training for creative imagination-an education which 
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not only encourages the desire for initiative but also quickens 
the imagination or at least gives rise to the necessary frame 
of mind. Here we must realize what the creative faculty is. 
Among other qualities it certainly implies a gift for curious 
and unexpected psychological associations, but this gift 
can be tabooed or welcomed by society. If a society values 
unconventional trains of thought it will set an resthetic, 
moral, or scientific premium on them. We know that 
some primitive peoples only encourage their children to 
play a few monotonous games and others encourage games 
which cultivate imagination.1 

It is once more obvious from these examples that applied 
techniques of influencing human behaviour by personal 
contact cannot be wholly understood if they are studied 
apart from their context. In order to understand the 
behaviour both · of those who influence and those who are 
influenced it is sometimes sufficient merely to consider 
the relationship between father and child, teacher and pupil, 
actor and spectator. But as a rule the process of conditioning 
and persuasion can orJy be fully understood if we glance at 
the wider social configurations. The ultimate source of 
this changing behaviour is, in such cases, social control 
with a focus outside the personal relationship. This type 
of control originates in the last resort, not in the person who 
is actually exerting the influence but in a wider social con
text, and thus is acting from afar. For this reason we shall 
speak of indirect methods of influencing human behaviour. 

z. Indirect Methods of Influencing Human Behaviour 

We shall deal with this indirect influence in five sections. 
(a) Influencing behaviour in unorganized masse~. 
(b) Influencing behaviour in concrete groups. 

(a) In communities by means of traditional institu
tions, customs, and so on. 

(JJ) In organized bodies by means of rationalized 
behaviour.· 

(c) Influencing behaviour by means of field-structures. 
(d) . Influencing behaviour by varying situations. 
(e) Influencing behaviour by means of social mecllanisms. 

1 Cf. Mead, M., G?owing Up in New Guinea: A Comparative Stud;y of 
Primitive Etlucation, London, 1931, page e, 93 ff. 
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The last section was based upon the theory that as far as 
indirect methods of influencing human behaviour are con
cerned it is the objective context of social activities which 
ultimately conditions individual reactions, and not the 
immediately perceptible influence of the tutor, father, 
husband, wife, or neighbour. In many cases direct and 
indirect influences work hand in hand, but they often 
come into conflict. A young man's competitive tendencies 
may be aroused by personal contacts, for instance, by living 
with a brother who constantly provokes them or with a 
family which sets the example. But if he becomes a trades
man, these tendencies are stabilized by the objective 
social pattern of the market-place and after some recon
struction they take their place in the objective context of 
society. Reconstruction consists in co-ordinating the 
psychological impulses-envy, self-assertion, the desire to 
excel-and turning them in a new direction so that they may 
be used for an objective purpose which is of value to society. 
Whereas. in rivalry these impulses serve a purely subjective 
purpose, that of annihilating his fellow-man, in competition 
they lead to objective achievement. 

But once this reconstruction is accomplished the individual 
can no longer be explained in terms of his immediate 
surroundings, but only in terms of the objective social task 
which the competitive mechanism is designed to fulfil. From 
this time onwards his reactions are determined by the social 
background of the market~place rather than by his own 
character. His competitive. attitude tends to become 
automatic and to emerge from the fluctuating private motives 
in which it was steeped. It becomes incorporated in the 
business aspect of his life. From then on the boy's action must 
be interpreted in the light of his competitive environment 
rather than that of his subjective unconscious, or of the 
demands and stimulation. of his . immediate surroundings. 
These . do not entirely disappear; but . his life has many 
different .. facets . and the · professional side of it is apt· to 
become relatively independent. . To turn to an example 
perhaps different in nature but which conveys the same 
principle : The choir-boy sings a part which is meaningless 
in itself, butwhich can be understood ifone hears the whole 
ohoir singing together. Most human activities which develop 
in the. c~te:d ofdivision of labour are of that nature. 
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Their meaning does not become clear if one focuses attention 
upon the subjective aspects of personal motives, but only if 
they are seen in the objective context of collective purpose. 
As an example, the objective meaning of barter is only 
apparent to the man who sees how it involuntarily regulates 
the whole division of labour. Subjectively everyone is 
merely working for his own advantage. The subjective 
desire for profit is aroused by the whole fabric of barter and 
competition but does not in itself contain the meaning of the 
entire process .. From the point of view of society barter.and 
competition are devices which work as objective controls 
and constantly compel people to behave as they think fit. 

How many of these social contrivances are there? 
There are a great many social controls, but we will not 

describe them in detail, only try to work out the 
fundamental principle by which they can be classified. 
The :;implest and most easily recognizable social units 
which act as visible controls are the groups. These are 
very numerous and need not be specified, since they are well 
known in the form in which we meet them in every day life. 
They include every concrete group from the family to 
the state, from the club to the joint stockcompany. They 
have their own controls which vary with the purpose and 
function of the group. Apart from these well-defined groups 
there are, on the one hand, the unintegrated and unorganized 
casual masses and crowds, which are governed by special 
psychological rules; On the other hand, there are functional 
units, configurations of activity, which cut across the 
contours of concrete groups and crowds. In their context we 
shall discussin full detail the situations, field.:structures, and 
social mechanisms. From the point of view of planned society 
these controls gradually become far more important than 
the concrete social groups which have so often been described, 
and which can only remain the centre of activity as long as 
a slowly developing society attempts to investthem with all 
its. powers. of control. As soon as society has outgrown them 
they cease .to become political. That means society no 
longer uses them as.the most relevant foci of social influence. 
Just as the tribe once undermined the family as a political 
agency and the state in its turn undermined the tribe, so 
the concrete groups tend fo be supersededhy the functional 
social units, and the more abstract social configurations 
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become the real agencies of control. We shall pay special 
attention to these functional units as instance,s of control, 
partly because they have never been adequately investigated 
from these angles before, and partly because mass society 
seems to show an increasing tendency to reorganize itself 
through them. But we must begin with those forms of 
social conglomerations such as casual masses and crowds, 
which have not yet been integrated into concrete groups. 

(a:) Influencing Behaviour in Unorganized Masses 
From the standpoint of the social conditioning of human 

behaviour the crowd or mass is an extreme case. In a normal 
society it represents a transitional stage between two forms 
of group integration. In revolutionary times when the older 
types of group have been destroyed, the individual often 
:finds that his behaviour is prescribed, not by the internal 
organization Qf the group, but by human beings in the mass. 
A crowd has as yet no social aim or function, so that the 
conduct of the individual cannot be determined by his 
function in it or regulated by the mutual control of its mem
bers, for these members have not yet entered into personal 
relationships. The effect of the crowd on the individual is 
purely contagious ; it does not subordinate his impulses to 
functional tasks. This particular type of crowd behaviour 
has been justly described as uncontrolled. The reason why 
we behave as we do in a crowd is that the inhibitions con
nected with our family, our neighbours, our work, are cast 
aside ; and in the anonymity of the mass, sober citizens 
throw stones and scared employees fire on the police. 

Most of the erroneous descriptions of mass behaviour al'.e 
due to the fact that to the sociologically untrained eye all 
masses are alike. We have seen in previous parts of the book 
that only an unorganized mass gives any evidence of crowd 
behaviour, and that.every specific form of socially organized 
activity has its own peculiar effect on human conduct. It is 
not only the number of people involved-:-0r at least not 
primarily-which reacts upon the individu~l in various 
ways, but the purpose which guides their activities and the 
internal organization which goes with it. Here it is sufficient 
to mention the crowd as an extreme case of a group : a 
horde of men whose activities are still unorganized and have 
llQt acquired any particular function. 
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I shall not analyse the significance of mass behaviour in 
any detail here, for it has been described more carefully 
in Part III. Nor shall I go into the suggestion that the 
function of the crowd as a transient social entity is to break 
down the older forms of behaviour in order to combine them 
in a different pattern. We must now turn fo the social control 
exercised by the group as opposed to the crowd 

(b) Influencing Behaviour through Concrete Groups 

By concrete groups we mean those social units whose 
contours are clearly defined in space and time. There is 
usually no doubt as to their existence ; their names, 
functions, and members are known. The family, the clan, 
the dub are concrete enough, compared with the vague and 
indefinite public which listens to a wireless programme or 
forms part of a movement in literature, religion, or art, 
united only in its interest in new ideas or in its slavery to 
fashion. Like situations, field. structures and mechanisms, 
these fluctuating publics form social units, but they are 
still too shapeless and indistinct to be assigned to any 
fixed location in society or to have any definite contours. 

Concrete groups are. usually divided into two classes: 
communities and associations.1 The first class, which in
cludes the family, the tribe, the village community. is in 
many respects like a living organism. These groups have 
never been planned, and they embrace every aspect of their 
members' lives. Membership is a matter of birth and not of 
deliberate choice. 

Associations on the other hand such as a bureaucracy or 
a joint stock company, are consciously organized with some 
definite, rational purpose in view. They do not embrace 
every aspect of their members' lives, and one can join 
them or leave them at will. 

(a} Thr()ugh Communities by means of Traditional, Institutions 

The community·. is usually dominated by some special, 
form of control and is governed by unwritten laws such as 
customs, habits,. and conventions. Rights and prohibitions 
exert considerable pressure although there are no elected 

lMaciver, R. M., Society: a Te#tbook of Sociology, New York, 1933. 
Cf. also F. Tollllies,. Gemeinsehaft una GsselJschaft (Leipzig, 1877}. 
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officials with the power of sanction. Standards are maintained 
by what one might call mutual control. It very often depends 
on the situation who is likely to act as the representative 
of the community and insist that the rules must be obeyed. 
To give an example : A young man wants to marry ; he has 
to support his old mother and cannot afford to support a 
wife as well. A sister, an aunt, or a neighbour will express 
the public opinion on the subject. In psychological terms, 
this means that anyone can represent the super-ego and 
become the exponent of the group. 

This does not cease to be true in spite of the fact that there 
is a definite traditional. hierarchy of prestige among the 
members of these groups. On the other hand in an associa
tion there are statutes, regulations, and an administrative 
staff to see that the rules are kept-rules which in no way 

. affect the ordinary life of the members outside the group. 
The prescribed pattern of behaviour varies widely with the 
type of community and association involved. 

Communities and associations produce different types of 
collective behaviour, and this variation roughly corresponds 
to the distinction between institutional and rational 
responses. 

It is merely for the purpose of definition that I shall 
describe as " institutions ", or as " institutional ", those 
patterns . of co-ordinated activity which are the product of 
unconscious tradition, and shall describe as " rational'' 
those co-ordinated social activities which are· consciously 
directed to some definite end a.nd are more or less strictly 
adapted to that end. Institutions, apart from their function, 
embody certain symbolic and intuitive values. These values 
appeal to elements in the human mind which remain 
untouched by abstract reasoning and can only be brought 
into play by a direct appeal to the unconscious. Rituals 
and· . ceremonies, such as those practised at initiations, 
weddings, ordeals, or coronations, are subject to this 
pattern. They o:riginally. developed from casual· activities, 
from findings in the process of trial and error, and became 
habitual in statk societies where customs change slowly. It . 
is rightly. assumed by some · thinkers that an · institution is 
never a simple; direct answer to a social need. It is rooted 
in the past, 8.lld can never be fully understood without 
reference to its history. 
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In contrast to this traditional form of collective adjust
ment, rationalized collective behaviour begins by abolishing 
the traditional symbolic elements in favour of those which are 
essential to the function of the body concerned, judged 
exclusively by the needs of the present situation. 

These traditional institutions, taken collectively, constitute 
the prevailing customs, folk\vays as W. G. Sumner 1 called 
them, of a society. It is an extremely difficult question 
whether a planned society should refrain from changing the 
customs which regulate the life of the community. It is 
unwise to make too vigorous an attack upon them, for they 
are deeply rooted in the habits and emotions of the people, 
who often react more fiercely when these habits are dis
turbed than when material goods are taken from them. 11 

Another fact tells heavily against the destruction of 
traditional attitudes and institutions, as retained in 
customs and religion. Under normal conditions it is ex
ceedingly hard to replace them overnight by other values, 
for it is they which keep human conduct within bounds. 
Their destruction creates a gap in the social structure and 
in the individual's system of behaviour, and modem mass 
propaganda pours into the breach. 

On the other hand, we must remember that it is usually 
not the planner who destroys them ; industrial society 
itself has really dissolved the substance of these customs 
long ago in most spheres of life, and that is why it is so easy 
for propaganda to instil new values by mass methods. 
Even after taking every precaution that this living tissue 
demands, one cannot help saying that it is unwise to be 
wholly deterred from changing this system of habits, however 
ingrained it may be, because we often cannot reconstruct 
the social order without changing human beings and their 
conventions. We must not attempt to deny that these 
traditional practices in education, in the family, in the 
nursery, in the old-fashioned school, are frequently full of 

1 Sumner, W. G., Folkways, a Study of the Sociological .Importa.nce 
of Usages, Ma.nners, Customs, Mores, a.nd Morals, Boston, 1907. 

1 This need not wrprise us after what we have already said, for we 
have seen that as far as material goods are concerned, the standard of 
living is largely a conventional conception. Once the most elementary 
needs have been met, the loss of material possessions·only creates unexpected 
agitation .because people can no longer live according to. their traditional 
habits. 
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superstitions and create distorted minds. If we do not 
change these things organized reform is hopeless. 

The solution will probably be the invention of a kind of 
strategy which more exactly defines the stages in which 
reform has to be carried out. First of all it must distinguish 
between the harmful elements, which should be abolished, 
and those which still help to bind people together and have 
power to iniluence the course of events. If we uproot them, 
we are only replacing living forms by the highly artificial 
values hammered in by dictatorship and mass decree. .After 
the experiences of the last decade, the intellectuals of to-day 
should see more and more clearly that the war waged by 
enlightenment in reason's name against conventions and 
traditional institutions must in part be lost. It is right that 
itshould go on where traditional methods prove to be clumsy 
and could well be replaced by a more rational form of control, 
supposing that the problem is simple and unambiguous. 
On the other hand, this war on tradition led to hopeless 
impoverishment, where the new social forces were not in a 
position to replace the old folkways by new ones. Apparently 
the new patterns of behaviour can only be created at an 
especially slow tempo and require a genuine imagination 
which is almost opposed to calculated thought. 

The symbolic elements in folk-lore have their own peculiar 
appeal-an appeal to the unconscious elements of the mind. 
For reasons which psychology has not yet adequately 
explained, the modem consciousness has rarely succeeded 
in stirring the. depths of the unconscious by means of new 
and authentic symbols. This may well be the reason why the 
Catholic Church usually took over the heathen cults and 
incorporated them in its system, giving them at most a new 
interpretation. It felt itself powerless to oppose the genuine 
primeval archetypes of tribal times. This far-sighted 
policy has shown us how to bring . about a Renaissance in 
this field without entirely destroying the older system of 
archetypes,customs, and traditional institutions. The charm 
of the• original pattern can often be preserved by giving a new 
meaning to former mstitutions and absorbing them in the 
new .way of. li;fe. This is especially true of those traditions 
which are still of valueto a society after it has reached a 
new. stage .. Applying this to our central problem, that of 
devising a planned society which will be democratic and 
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constitutional, the Anglo-Saxon countries should not try 
to shatter their traditions which have kept the texture of 
social relationships almost unbroken from the ancient com
mon law until the present time, only to replace them by an 
authoritarian pattern. They form. a traditional heritage 
which is easier t-, destroy than to rebuild, should it once 
again be needed. · 

(b) Through Organized Bodies hy means of Rationalizetl 
Behaviour 

Associations are, as we saw, concrete groups with ascer
tainable contours, and are composed of members who have 
come together for certain rational ends. They are informed 
by a spirit which leads to the rational regulation of behaviour, 
for the necessary action is determined solely by their central 
aims. In extreme cases, . this behaviour is completely 
organized and association develops into organization. Thus 
it is largely a matter of degree whether we speak of associa:. 
tions or organizations ; it . depends on the amount of 
rationalization applied. 

If. an institution is governed by formal statutes and 
regulations and maintains an administrative staff to see that 
these rules are kept, and yet lea~ room for a variety of 
decisions, a number of different views a:s to the wisdom of a 
given policy, we shall speak of rationalized but n<>t of 
rationafly organized behaviour. The procedure at a club 
or at a business meeting is of this kind. . ·. 

But if regulation .goes farther, if the behaviour of the 
individuals who take. part .in this co-ordinated action. is 
carefully calculated and completely predetermined, and its 
effectiveness can be appraised b;l · more or less quantitative 
tenns, we shall speak of rationalized and organized behaviour. 
Our group has developed into . an orga.mmtion. In all 
probability, there is a high correlation between the growth 
of population and the growth of technology, the gr~ter 
number of tasks to be dealt with by organization and the • 
necessity ofstandardizing an increasing number of activities, 
Owing to the rapid development of these systems of strongly 
<X>rtelated activities, they should be considered in a separate 

· category. Armies an.d factories ar~ usually gc,verned by this 
type of organization. Not only their basic procedure• but 
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their ultimate aims, and the means used to attain them, have 
been calculated in· advance and are in this sense organized. 

Administration is the most important example of the 
modern phenomenon of. organization, and we shall confine 
ourselves to analysing it, for it clearly illustrates the 
scope of the new problems in this and allied :fields. Adminis
tration cannot be created at random, it implies a pre-defined 
aim •. In social affairs, this means that administration can 
only be set up where activities are no longer political. By 
political activities we usually mean the kind of group 
action that is fighting for ultimate opinions and values. 
Administration does not fight and does not determine aims 
but is merely a means for carrying them out. 

If we consider the politics of action, of taxation, of trade, 
we mean by '' action " the struggle between the rival groups 
and authorities which determines the trend of development. 
Those who control policy-the inner groups or · the elite
find themselves directing organization. If both ends and 
means have for a time been. determined in advance, the 
conflict over ultimate aims naturally ceases, and the measures 
which must be adopted to secure these aims can be regulated 
by hard and fast rules. An administrative staff can be 
created to· carry out decisions, and we •. shall call their 
department the administrative province of· group action~ 
This has a very different nature from the political department 
at the.head of th~ group which detennines its external policy 
towards other groups. At bottom, .every little group, family, 

.. and party has this political aspeet.for it has its own tactics, 
activities, values, and poµcy, requiring fo:resight, decision, 
and a calculation of risks. . 

In. modern· society as social techniques become more 
intricate, little units once in conflict are merged into larger 
groups .both in the sphere of economics and of power. Thus 
tMy ~'uil:e a common leader. and a connnon policy. and 
t;he ;t19n:-political, administrattve sphere of· a~tion which 

... forms .. an. enclave becomes ..• mo~ and .more extensive. 
·· .. Qwiilg·to the .du.at nature (political and ~trative) of 

$l011l activities,.~ must ·train two types of men.· One mU$t 
. ~ ~-pabl~ of. ~ting policy and must have politkal 
:lll;1tiative.m the wider sense of the term.: the other must 
;)e ,~1~ ~,~s:ry wt.~ p<>licy exactly wi~h ~questionable 
~~•··.•~. qualities were. ofte~ ·.u:mted .. m one man ; 
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they were to be found in government officials and in the 
managers of the smaller business units, but the growth of 
administration tends to separate them. 

This example clearly shows once more that the creation 
of the social types which are to prevail in a given society 
largely depends on the nature of the groups and spheres of 
action in which they have to work. As the gulf between 
legislative and executive action widens, the older type of 
man who was able both to frame a policy and to carry it 
out will become scarcer, and will make room for the few 
who have initiative and the many who are capable only of 
executive action. 

Organization and administration 1 are typically modem 
forms of social control. They have been investigated with 
such care that it is .possible to direct their operations from 
key positions in the state. It is extremely important that the 
public at large should be familiar with the modem conception 
of bureaucracy. Here too a genuine sociological investigation 
into the new possibilities is the first step towards a sound 
policy. 

(c) Influencing Behaviour by means of Field Structures. 
There are social controls which are based on the inter

dependence of human action without being centred in con
crete groups, communities, or associations. This means that 
our actions can be controlled by the actions of others, even 
though they may not be members of a definite group. 

The sociological category through which this control 
operates can be called a :field structure ; it lies somewhere 
between concrete organic groups and huge organizations.' 

If a man's behaviour is conditioned by his local group and 
he assimilates its customs and convictions, we recognize 
tbe influence of this group immediately. We see how the 
individual and his habits are stamped with an institutional 

1 Cf. in the Bibliography, III 4a-c. 
• K. Lewin introduced the conception of the field into pzychology from 

physics. J. F. Brown has recently niade use of it in sociology but our 
approach is rather different from his, in so far as we discuss the phenomena 
in relation to the system of social controls. It is only in this oonte,r;t, I 
think, that its meaning becomes apparent. Cf. Lewin, K., "Field Theory 
and Experiment in Social Psychology: Concept and Methods," .A.~. 
Joum. of Socicl., vol. 44, 1938, Brown, J. F., Psychology oiind the So&1a.l 
Ordw, New York, 1936. 
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pattern, which corresponds to the impressions pouring in 
from his immediate surroundings. We can also see what 
happens when, instead of the traditional, fle~ible imprint 
of the institution, he is exposed to the mechamzed patterns 
of organization. In other words, we see how a man can be 
conditioned in one way by the influx of local customs and 
mores, and in another by his activities in an administrative 
bureau, whether it be owned by the state or by a private 
firm. But obviously, there are certain human qualities 
which do not correspond to these influences as the following 
example will show. 

When the trader and later the merchant developed with
in the towns of the late Middle Ages, with their purely 
regional interests, it was found that the outlook of these 
men differed in some ways from the traditional outlook of 
the local community. From the outset the merchant repre
sented a peculiar social type. The more he depended on his 
international relationships, the clearer it became that he was 
not a citizen of his community like other people. While most 
of his fellow-citizens were stamped by the personal influences 
ofthe community, he was only partially affected by them, 
and the greater part .of his reactions were responses to the 
field-structure which we call the world of commerce. This 
is a unique phenomenon, a peculiar network of inter
dependent activities, which even in the late Middle Ages 
embraced the commercial centres of the contemporary world. 
Competition and the interdependence of markets were 
important, but were still only isolated factors .. (In so far as 
they were units in themselves we shall deal with. them 
separately under the heading of Social Mechanisms.) Com
merce being a field structure is greater than the sum 
of these mechanisms. New trade, economic exchange, 
transport, . commercial travelling, correspondence, . book
keeping, and speculation formed a sector of coherent activities 
and of new fo~s of behaviour cutting clean across the world 
of concrete groups. In order to describe this world, which 
as we have seen does not express itself as· a concrete group 
either in terms of a community or of an association, we 
must draw on the conception known to physics as the 
magnetkneld. 

We speak of the fofluerice of a :field structure on the 
chafaccter of an individual,if we cannot explain his behaviour 
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by group institutions or , by the mechanical , patterns of 
organization, but only by a more or less free adjustment to 
the pressure of segmental infiuences.1 The pressure prevailing 
in the field is conveyed by the interdependent activities of 
individuals which very often cut across a given soc;iety as 
a whole. , 

Whenever society instead of expanding in concentric 
circles, develops new spheres of action which traverse the 
boundaries of the concrete groups, we speak of' a field 
structure. Where fresh markets must be won after eco.nomic, 
or political conquest overseas, where new industries create 
fresh trade at home, or propaganda, is needed to persuade 
people to take up unfamiliar work, the predetermined, 
patterns adopted by the concrete groups are apt to break 
down. Whenever conflict, and competition are in full swing, 
and individuals have to make their own adjustments, when• 
ever it'is impossible to foresee the trend of events, the laws 
which govern the magnetic waves of the field structure have 
more effect on human nature than established custom or 
rational organization. 

Under the segmental :influences of these field structures, 
new ,character traits of , the economic man developed 
which differed from the ideals of his organic community.• 

The question arises whether , social control is possible in 
spheres where conflict and competition are the usual forms 
of adjustment. Even here regulation is possible, for collfl.ict 
and competition on a large scale do not lead to chaos put 
unite in a process of dynamic equilibrium. lf one wishes to 
interfere in these fields without doing- vjolence to the 
spontaneity of . events, a specific _ kind of regulation is 
necessary. ·Regulations which are adapted to the nature of 
the field ,structure intervene only at certain points ·in the 
.course of events. They do not determine the line of action 
m·advance as in custom or administration. 

1 We understand by segD1ental th6Se illfiuences which do not ~et 
the whole persou.al.ity, but only certa.ill clas&e!.I of responses in. the illdivi~ 
duel which fall under the intluen.ce of the field structw:es. , The latter, 
as the text will show, traverse society like a :magnetic ,:ray emanating 
from: a. distant focua. , , , · · · , · · · · ,· · 

• Cf. Brentano, W,, Dw Wime'h4flntl, M6118&A in de, GfSG~ieklc, 
Leipzig, 1923 ; Somhart. W., Dw BO'Ul'geois, Zur Gelstesgeechichte · d~ 
m«lenum. W~~. Munch.en, Leipzig, 19'JO. Mannheim, K.,. 
"'Oberda.s Wei;en und die Bedeutung des wirtschaftlicheii ~olgsstrebell:s," 
Arehiv /iW ~onolrQi$1emc'h4ft, vol. 63, 1930, , 
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It is to Lippmann's 1 credit that he realized how law can 
sometimes take this form. It was he who showed that the 
difference between legal regulation and administrative 
regulation is that administration prescribes in advance what 
must be done and creates a standard pattern, while law 
lets the parties act freely and decide when to ask the judge 
to straighten out a•di:ffi.cult situation. But Lippmann failed 
to see that it does not rest with us whether we let certain 
actions take their course and submit them only afterwards 
to legal procedure or surrender them from the very beginning 
to administrative control; because law can only be applied 
in terms of retrospective regulation as long as relatively 
independent small units are competing for the conquest 
of a new province of social life. As soon as these 
units grow in size, economic and social techniques, 
strengthened by the t:oncentration of power in a few hands, 
transform the free :field-structure into a monopolistic and 
organized one with a leader or a small band of leaders a:t 
its head. Policy is now :fixed and in more and more :fields 
only administrative regulations are in force. 

Thus we shall only speak of a :field-structure as long as the 
warring social atoms are regulated by social and natural 
laws, such as conflict and competition. Their activities are 
then co-ordinated by spontaneous adjustment and the flaws 
in the system take effect in a series of waves, like slumps in 
the trade cycle. This interplay of forces does not prevent the 
game being played according to certain rules, such as 
property laws or the laws of contract, but usually these 
define only the framework of the system and· not the 
individual moves in the game. As soon as power and 

· initiative are concentrated in a few hands, we should prefer 
to speak of a completely organized sphere rather than a 
:field-structure. 

Our mind, trained only to see the crude alternative be
tween. complete freedom (laissez1ai"re) and traditional and 
rational regulation, has seldom become aware of the controls 
governing the field-structure. These controls are a · com
bination of spontaneous adjustment of the social atoms 
a,n,d the deliberate adaptation of the rules of the game by 
a central ~1:1-thority. A planned society might succeed in 
incqrporatiilg ·. in its structure fields where competition and 

1 .Li~, W., . Tu Good Society, London, l938, p. 316 ff. 
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spontaneous adjustment could prevail, while· the final con
trols could be exercised from strategic points within these 
fields. The central authority would only make its influence 
felt when it was forced to modify the rules of the game 
in order to prevent results which might be injurious to 
society or to the central plan democratically agreed upon. 
Such a solution would stimulate the creative impulses of 
acting individuals without leaving every social activity in 
a state of chaos. 

(d) Influencing Behaviour by means of Situations. 
Another social pattern which has a decisive influence 

upon men's lives and forms a hidden mainspring of their 
actions, is the situation. By a situation, I understand a 
unique configuration formed in the process of interaction 
between certain people. Although the participants in the 
situation need not necessarily have any common purpose 
explicitly in mind, their activities must be related to some 
conunon theme which defines the nature of their efforts. 
The term "the pressure of the situation" hints at the 
fact that unique configurations in the process of interaction 
may be such as to act as a control on our. behaviour .. We 
can be compelled to act in a given way through explicit taboos 
and commands ; but also without· the latter, solely through 
the pressure of the situation. Situations do not emerge 
out of the vacuum, but are rather cross-currents in a stream 
of events, in a process which is govemed by certain social 
forces. In the correlated activities of a group of 
enterprising friends, thousands of situations emerge out 
of the . tensions, rivaJries, emotional ties involved, and if 
only a. few seem to. be conspicuous, it is because these 
situations throw more light upon the dynamic trends which 
govern the common action, or because they change the course 
of events. Although situations are not independent but are, 
so to say, the by-products of this process, they have a 
controlling power of their own. If one is involved in a 
situation one is not . entirely free ; the combination of 
forces. represented both by· the material and moral factors 
at stake and by the wills of the other persons concerned, 
acts as a. brake upon the individual. As I have already 
pointed out, situations can be classified according to the 
tendencies which make them conspicuous. 
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First there are the catastrophic situations, which are 
unusually vivid. They. express the failure l':lf a relationship 
which can no longer be continued owing to the impossibility 
of adjusting the factors involved. Thus a hopeless love 
affair may end in suicide or a business enterprise may go 
bankrupt. Both these situations affect the lives of a number 
of people and bring many different factors, material and 
moral, into play. Then there are rebellious situations in 
which one partner tries to alter the balance of power after 
the tension has become unbearable. If a child breaks away 
from his family in adolescence because his parents fail to 
realize that he must now be given more freedom we are 
dealing with a rebellious situation. 

Although situations do not, as a rule, become conspicuous 
mµess they reflect a conflict of forces, hannonious situations 
and those which bring about a readjustment by establishing 
a new .equilibrium on a higher plane should not be over
looked, The celebration of a happy marriage or a close 
friendship by an exchange of presents or by joint festivities 
symbolizes the equilibrium attained in the relationship. 
In such cases, one situation is deliberately chosen out of 
many, for the sake of emphasis, to represent the happiness 
achieved through adjustment. Situations of readjustment 
are reached when after continual conflict both the spiritual 
and the material factors which have not yet been adapted 
become clearly visible, and can be rearranged so as to meet 
the needs of the case. Plant,1 in his new book, is right in 
choosing catastrophic situations-" the casual break-down " 
as the best means of diagnosing the social forces in play. 
This is the first step from purely descriptive field-work 
under · artificially static conditions to dynamic penetration 
into the life of the group. If the child in our example 
after breaking away from his family succeeds in estab
lishing his status as an adolescent, or if the bankrupt 
merchant succeeds in making his .creditors agree to a fresh 
financial arrangement, a situation of readjustment has 
arisen. 

Situations are of speciaLinterest to us,• because like· field
~ctures and mechanisms (which will be discussed later), 
th,ey represent controls which differ from those of the concrete 
gf<>:g.ps, yet influence the individual. The field structure was 

; l l?lut. J. S., Pwsonality and t/u Cultuval Pa:ttem, New York, 1937 
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inlportant, because the magnetic waves of influence and the 
key points of control from which they are governed extend 
beyond the boundaries of the concrete groups and are, 
so to say, independent of them. These waves, :radiating 
through the group, :influence the individual while evading 
the normal controls at work in his surroundings. Situa
tions also evade the control of the concrete groups, but 
for entirely different reasons. They achieve a certain 
autonomy, not because they are more comprehensive than 
the concrete groups but sometimes precisely because they 
are more microscopic. Thanks to their uniqueness and their 
infinite variety they can more easily escape the vigilance of 
centralized group control. They owe their relative 
independence to the difficulty of penetrating into the life of 
social atoms. Although their movements and changes are 
also guided by general forces, their unforeseen combinations 
progress in a creative eyolution, constantly prod-ucing some
thing entirely new. Thus genuine situations combine to 
produce independent controls which escape the standardized 
forms of guidance. 

These new controls are more diffuse than those which 
emanate from the concrete groups, but it is to this diffuseness 
that they owe their independence. Although situations are 
in their very nature dynamic and unique, as soon as they 
become socialized-that is to say, built into the framework 
of society-they tend to become standardized to a certain 
extent. Thus we must distinguish between what is called 
patterned and unpattemed situations. 

Unpatterned situations can best be studied where pioneers 
are breaking new ground, and unforeseen situations occur 
for which no established patterns exist. Under the guidance 
of a leader, new forms of adjustment must be found. This 
is what· happens on a smaller scale after revolution or war, 
when the old institutions break down and unprecedented 
situations constantly arise. But once a new order has been 
established around the new situations there will be a tendency 
to harmonize them with the more familiar situations. Society 
cannot, in. the long run, tolerate the unpredictable, and is 
rarely willing to do justice to the variability of life. It will 
smooth the irregularity of these situations by sorting them 
into patterns which impose some degree of conformity. Thus 
we get the phenomena of patterned situations. The social 
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process is continually moving between two extremes .: 
producing situations which are controls in themselves or 
controlling them from the outside. 

When society tries to limit. the variability of situations, 
it uses every means in its power. First it makes use of 
practical methods to ensure·that its economic and political 
foundations are as firm as possible. By storing food,· by 
building dykes, by accumulating capital it helps to remove 
economic insecurity. By recruiting armies and police forces 
it attempts to stabilize the political order. By drafting rules 
and securing uniform behaviour it limits the possible number 
of situations in advance. In addition, there is the intellectual 
method of concealing the variability of situations. By forcing 
the situation into a recognized category, -society can refuse 
to admit its novelty at the cost of ignoring its• uniqueness. 
In Ibsen's play, Nora's husband refuses for as long as 
possible to admit that his wife's problems cannot be inter
preted as those of the old-fashioned marriage and the old
fashioned housewife. Here he has the traditional forces of 
society behind him. 

Society is, up to a point, compelled fo act in this way, for 
it is obvious that · it is only these partly real and established 
resemblances, however artificially produced and intellectually 
over-emphasjzed, that give people a chance of dealing with 
their difficulties. If they were constantly faced with new 
problems, and a full realization of their novelty,. they would 
simply be bewildered.· 

We have to pay careful attention to these elements in our 
social life, as ottr task is to detect as many dynamic controls 
as possible, that is to say, controls which can do justice to the 
c)J.a.nge and individuality of society. The question which 
puzzles us is : " How has. society dealt with these new 
situations ,up till now ? Has it .left them entirely alone .? " 

On closer examination we come to the astonishing con
clusion that society has ge:nerally succeeded in establishing 
automatic devices, which, however unconsciously, have acted 

.as social controls on .situations ... The vital and unadjusted 
forces at. work in a social situation frequently assume the 
form of ponflict. The. management of conflicts t'b.erefore is a 
special tnethod pf controllfug . situations. _ There are pto

. (essions whose principal task. is to study.· the technique of. 
, ~til:lg <:on1Ucts. The judge and even more the arbitrator 

-t_;·;;,;v,··,, ,' , ., , ,, , ,, , , , , , .. 
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can be described as the typical peace-makers within the 
nation,1 while the diplomat tries to smooth away friction 
between the nations. 

The technique of managing conflicts very often consists in 
diverting tension from the channel in which it originally 
occurs. Many unadjusted emotional forces find satisfaction 
if they are given an outlet in another field. Duels and ordeals 
proved to be useful because they led to a solution in which 
the fervour aroused by resentment and the thirst for revenge 
found its catharsis. Even disputes in Parliament and in the 
courts of law provide a vocal outlet for the feelings of dissatis- · 
faction which are bound to develop in a given situation. 
Very often a judge settles a border-line case, in which both 
parties claim to be in the right; simply by redefining the 
situation in terms of general principles of law. In such 
cases he may not satisfy material wants, but readjustment 
will consist solely in removing intellectual uncertainty. 
Social workers observe that many tunily confilcts occur 
because in modern society the age of adolescence is not as 
clearly dete.nnined as among primitive tribes, where the 
fact of growth is publicly acknowledged by initiation cere
monies. 1 If this dynamic change is left undefined, as in our 
society, both parents and children wru · try to define it in their 
own interests. 

These methods of removing conflicts which we have 
described sp far,. have dealt only with the psychological 
side of readjustment. They seem rather unsatisfactory 
because• they do not touch the deeper forces responsible for 
.the growth of confilct. . Although they are very often less 
significant .than the controls which try to readjust the b.asic 
material factors they.should. not lightly be·dismissed .. Much 
of our maladjustment is psychological, and we ought to be 
able to cope with psychological problems as well as social 
ones. Any careful analysis of the legal adjustment of 
confilct will show that it frequently deals with its problems 
on the plane of psychological readjustment. Only too often 
the judge acts like a conjurer, using the power and.aµthority 
.of the state to squeeze all changes into· the (tamework of 

1 Cf; Friedrich, C. G.,. C01Jslittdianal G~ernmml and PolU.e,, New York 
and London. 1937, part i, c:llaps. 5 and 7. . · . ·· ·· . ; 

• Foster; R. G.; "Sociological Resea.rc:h in Adolesc:ence," A~~ 
Journ, of S~iolofy, 1.~. . •·· · 
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existing regulation and to define them in terms of established 
categories of offences, ignoring the novelty of the cases 
for as long as possible. But a promising new trend is now 
developing. 

In many spheres where order was secured in the past at the 
cost of doing violence to reality, more realistic: experiments 
are now being made. Conciliation Committees and Courts 
of Arbitration represent the new technique of dealing with 
dynamic situations. Pigou among others drew attention to 
their significance.1 These bodies, with their greater know
ledge of the social foundations of the evils they were 
established to remove, are trying to find solutions which 
do more than cure the symptoms. One of the most 
interesting experiments of this kind in the :field of sociology 
proper was the Chicago Commission's report on negro 
riots,2 After the outbreak of these riots, a Committee was 
set up in order that it might use its sociological knowledge 
to discover the causes, both small and great, which were 
responsible for the ·disturbances. Even if one· realizes the 
limitations of the report, it provides some indication how 
collective maladjustment could one day be treated by 
arbitration based on scientific knowledge.· As compared with 
scientific reconstruction and sociological readjustment 
of these conflicts, the prevailing legal procedures seem to be in 
many respects still on the plane of magic. Instead of curing 

. the. causes of the evil, they give an abusive name to 
behaviour which in itself is consistent. It has been.rightly 
said that very often society is. the patient, and what we 
.usually .call punishable or·pathological reaction, when more 
closely observed, proves to be. the healthy reaction of a 
healthy organism to an unhealthy social situation. 

As to the special case we have been discussing, i.e. situa
tions acting as ccontrols, it is essential to realize that not only 
the concentration Qf power but also its diffusion is vital to 
society .. The value of diffused power is that it helps to keep 
the authorities .in touch with the life of social units and to do 
justice t<> the changing factors involved iri concrete situations.• 
A centralized power once its sovereignty. is assured,. sh.ould 

· illllXlediately deleg;;i.te many of its functions to local and 

.. •· .. '.· ·~ .. ·~.• A .. c., ~cgnom . . ic• .in Pr~, London; 193?, p, _117. . . 
•• •:. ·.• · Cb.icagoCouumssiQn on.Ra,ce Re!&tions, _Thti Negro 1n Chi&ago, a Study 
> o~. Rlq ~tiOJIS and a ~ Riot; Chicago, 1922.. • · 
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professional bodies whose arbitration should consist, not 
· only in the customary subsumption of new cases under old 
laws, put in the immediate expression of the actual needs of 
society as they are clearly reflected in individual confiicts. 
They should continuously report to the central lawgiving 
authority the way in which the statutes work in any concrete 
setting and what the creative tendencies in the living 
material are. 

The significance of distant controls as opposed to those 
vested in concrete situations and groups is equally striking 
in the educational :field. The essential changes in the 
methods of modern education spring from the discovery 
that the vital clue to the moulding of character and the 
integration of personality lies in the mastery of the 
situation by the pupil. Only authoritarian teaching tries 
to develop isolated qualities, attitudes, and habits, and 
to instil ready-made. knowledge S9 that the citizen. may 
become ever more ready to respond to centralized command. 
Any education which aims at producing citizens who will 
be capable of independent judgment and spontaneous 
co-operation will train its pupils to respond to situations. 
The situation is the simplest context in which the child can . 
be taught .to use his OWJ;l. judgment and thus to face the 
elementary conflicts of everyday life. 

Th~ are professions which train the mind. to think in 
terms. of situations. . Any good judge or .social worker will 
naturally be inclined to think of society as compo~d of a 
variety of characteristic situations; The disadvantage of 
·Such an outlook-should it become general~is that it will 
never arrive at the more comprehensive principles under,

lying the working of society, or learn to think in terms of. 
principia media or. of the social structure as a whole. The 
revolutionary who is anxious to change society overnight · 
will be only too apt to focus his attention solely on the broader 
principles and, to lay too great a strElSS on the. total social 
stl"ucture, the field structures, and the centnilized controls in 
concrete groups. In.myopinion, neitller of these approaches 

· is satisfactory if it become.s exclusive, and.only a judicious 
combination of the ~o is likely to do j'µstice to society. 

The danger of an over~organized society with too ~eat a 
. weakness for :centralized, i-egulation is that it will lea;d. to the 
. a,.bolition of the battle zones and to the absence of any 
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situations in which the process oi life could develop. But 
just as modern education makes deliberate use of planned 
situations in its training (for what is an experimental school 
but a bundle of planned situations?) so a planned society 
must be careful to retain dynamic situations wherever it 
can afford to do so. 

(e) Influencing Be/1,aviour by means of Sociai Mechanisms. 
The best illustrations of this type of control are com

petition, division of labour, distribution of power, the 
methods of creating social hierarchy and distance, and the 
mechanisms which determine whether we shall rise or sink 
in the social scale. 

It is extremely difficult to distinguish social mechanisms 
from situations and field-structures, chiefly because they are 
not mutually exclusive and their boundaries tend to over
lap. Situations and field-structures can both be partly or 
. wholly produced by social mechanisms. Competition in 
itself for instance is a mechanism, but if it produces trade 
and the trade of· one country becomes dependent on the 
markets of another, a homogeneous sphere is formed which 
conditions the reactions of the individuals concerned, so that 
we should speak, as we have seen, of a field-structure. On 
the other hand, competition may give rise to situations. 
Out of the process of competition, competitive situations 
emerge. It is purely a question of emphasis whether we 
turn our· attention. to a single cross-section of the process 
and some particular combination of factors involved, that 
is to say, to situations, or whether we study the whole 
process of competition as·a mechanism with all its cumulative 
effects. Competition. may be legitimately regarded as a 
basic process in society. This is evident from the fact that 
it always tends to. create the same effects as long as· it can 
function undisturbed. If the social mechanism of competition 
for instance be introduced into an existing sphere of social 
life its consequences will be seen immediately. If commercial 
activity be· stimulated by introducing a railway into. a 
remote J;>3It of the country; one can watch the effects 
of ~ompetition, and h<>w it always arouses new ambitions, 
breaks up ancie:t:1.t customs, and shatters group solidarity. 
Competition has. often been mistaken for a purely economic 
process ... In fact .. it.has never been confined to the· economic 
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sphere. There may be competition within the framework 
of administration, in the army, in science, in love, or in 
any other :field of social activities. The head of a bureau
cracy, of an anny, or ofa scientific body may decide that a 
certain result could best be achieved by competition. This 
is bound to change the attitude of his subordinates towards 
their work, towards their colleagues, towards the adminis
tration of the available resources, and so on. The mechanism 
of competition in these cases acts as a new kind of control, 
with a focus and an influence of its own. 

The more closely one examines the psychological effects 
of mechanisms like competition, the more obvious it becomes 
that our previous distinction between direct and indirect 
influence needs amplification. Although it still remains 
legitimate ti:> consider the education of the child by its 
parents and neighbours in technical skills, in inventiveness, 
. in trustworthiness, as a personal influence, it is always 
possible to find this education stimulated and even controlled 
hy situations and thus by the mechanisms of a given 
society. It is ultimately the nature of these mechanisms: 
competition, division of .labour, the . division of social 
functions, the division of power, the necessary hierarchy,. 
which creates both the need and the opportunity for definite 
types of activities. It is these mechanisms which either 
foster initiative, ability to take risks and responsibility, or 
create obedience and submission. To take this latter view, 
i.e. that mechanisms · are the ultimate controls, becomes 
especially important if, by trying to correct some of these 
educationally harmful .influences, one comes to realize·that 
they cannot be altered by simply recasting the form of 
personal influence but only by altering the nature of 
the $ituation in which it occurs. This is in· my view the 
significance of the recent sociological trend .in psycho-analysis 
and psychiatry. Thus Karen Homey, for instance, is light 
in stating that neurotic competitiveness is strictly con
nected with our·competitive system.1 Here the individual 
therapeutic . approach .reaches its limits, for in order to . 
achieve · results the. whole social mechanism of competition 
ought to be altered .. At the present level of our dis,cussioli 
we realize . that it. is gradually becoming evident · that 
.mecha.nism$· are wotking behind personal influences, and 

1 KaJ.'en Homey. The Newrolic J!,e,sotUllity of ow Tim, (London, 193'1), 
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although for certain educational purposes it is not without 
value to act as if direct influences were to a large extent 
autonomous. 

Let us take another example : the mechanism which 
determines whether people shall rise or fall in the social 
scale. Sometimes this mechanism is not a completely inde
pendent one, as it very often depends on another mechanism, 
competition. But there are other cases where the mechanism 
of advancement is independent, when, for instance, a 
rise in the social scale is dependent on the principle of 
seniority. Here the mechanism of advancement will act as 
a direct control, not merely as a by-product of competition. 
Thus, in these cases, the deliberate regulation of the 
principle of rising and falling in the social scale is a control 
sui generis. 

Although it is very important, from time to time, to decide 
whether two mechanisms are independent or dependent 
on each other, and thus to elaborate a whole list of existing 
mechanisms, it would be a mistake to think that all are of 
equal weight. Therefore one can always rightly ask whether 
any one of these mechanisms is supreme. Both the 
Liberal and the Marxist theories were right in emphasizing 
the supremacy of the division of labour and in pointing 
out the way in which it regulates the institution of 
property, the whole legal system, and class stratification. 
I wish once more to stress that the question of primacy, 
though an important one, in no way alters the fact that 
in some periods emphasis may be shifted from one mechanism 
to another, and that this in itself may depend on the changing 
nature of social techniques. If military techniques gain in 
importance, the division of labour will be regulated according 
to military needs. S~ial advancement may also be controlled 
not by competition but according to the needs of the military 
pattern. People will simply rise in the social scale just as 
they do. in the army. 

One has to guard against two extremes, that of focusing 
attention exclusively on the minor. and dependent 
:mechanisms, and that looking only at the major principles 
regulating the whole social structure. A study of the social 
struct:ure without a knowledge of the minor mechanisms is 
worthless. A. study of the minor mechanisms without a sense 
~f. tlle major dynamic processes is equally shortsighted. 
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Fascism is very apt to juggle with separate mechanisms, 
without the slightest inkling of their :reaction on society as 
a whole. For instance, the Fascists control the mechanism 
of social advancement by treating the Party as an organized 
means of promotion, and racial discrimination as a means of 
social disinheritance. Thus they have shown how immensely 
powerful. these mechanisms can be, and how much harm 
can be done by applying them irrespective of their long run 
effects and of the injustice they cause. 

The most promising possibility in the regulation of social 
advancement would be the hope of securing a better co
ordination of supply and demand in the various professions 
and a fairer selection of candidates. Employment ought not 
to be so dependent on luck, unfair competition, patronage, 
wire-pulling, and nepotism. The real difficulty lies in the 
present artificiality of the objective methods of selection .. Tests 
and . examinations frequently reveal only simple, static 
qualities and do not do justice to complex and integrated 
characteristics, which only become apparent in dealing with 
concrete situations. There is some prospect of improve
ment in this sphere as well. Just as a skilful child psycho
logist does not confine his knowledge to test results, 
but also watches the children at play and studies their 
individual characters in ordinary intercourse, so examina
tion methods can be supplemented by a careful investigation 
of the candidate's ability to deal with situations. The 
Wawokye Camp Experiment provides an. interesting 
example of these joint methods in a combination of 
mechanical tests with natural observation of the children's 
behaviour in spontaneous situations.1 

These instances show that academic methods are improving 
by becoming more realistic and adaptable. The gap between 
mechanical methodS and the changing conditions of real 
life is being steadily · reduced. Mechanisms lose their 
artificiality, and when adequately applied can be used to 
develop the deepest forces of living material. 

The various controls we have alreadydescribed are not ex.,. 
haustive, and are not based on any single principle of classifi
cation. There is a deeper reason for the lack of any unified 

1 Newstetter, W. I., "W11,wokye Ca.mp." An Experiment ill Group 
.Adjustment, . Proceedi~s of .~ American Sociological Societty, vol. 2/ii; 
1930. · Cf. also III l d ill the Bibliography. 

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



3ro PLANNING FOR FREEDOM 

dass:incation of social controls and for the constant over
lapping. The controls have an objective existence but they 
appear to us under different aspects-aspects wliich vary with 
our own position in the general scheme. A mountain range is 
a :real formation with a structure of its own, but the shape it 
assumes for the onlooker depends on where he is standing. 
In social affairs, our standpoint is determined not merely by 
passive observation but by the direction in which our atten
tion is turned. The nature of our common activities.decides 
which social mechanisms shall be treated as a single unit ; the 
nature of our intervention in social affairs defines the radius 
of our action, and this in its turn defines the configuration 
of events which is likely to be perceived as. a single unity. 
Any new type of control reveals hidden relationships between 
facts-relationships which formerly passed unnoticed. Thus 
the active mind penetrates more deeply into the nature of the 
object than the contemplative one, which very often clings 
to units which are not really units at all, and only seem to be 
such because they are observed on an artificial plane. 
Here we have an analogy in modern physiology. In this 
field such compact organs as the liver, the spleen, the heart 
were formerly regarded as organic units. After a more 
penetrating analysis, it soon became obvious that for 
certain purposes, such as the production of sugar, partial 
units which were widely separated (parts of the spleen, the 
heart, the nervous system), were co-ordinated as a single 
unit, and that in point of fact it was not the tangible large 
organs which formed this functional unit,· although at first 
sight they appeared to be the only real entities. The kind of 
factors which form a single configuration depends to a certain 
extent on our methods of :influencing society and on the 
nature and depth of our penetration. 

Here again we see the truth of our former statement 
that very often the nature of a profession, the way in which 
an object is handled, determines the section one is able to 
grasp. A judge or a diplomat would tend to think in terms 
of situations, because it is his profession to settle individual 
conflicts, but a legislator would tend to think in terms of 
mechanisms and field structures and to co-.ordinate social 
affairs from the main key positions. In short, the categories 
into which the social structure can be · divided depend on 
the social controls which are possible in our age. As social 
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technique changes, men will interveI}e from other strategic 
points and formulate the whole process in terms of other 
units. 

V 

THE LAWS OF TRANSMUTATION IN THE FIELD OF SOCIAL 
CONTROL 

The study of social control and its connection with the 
social process is significant in many different ways. First 
of all it shows that the present controls need not be regarded 
as final and unalterable. Secondly, it disabuses us of the 
idea that only rigid controls, such as regimentation and 
organization, exist and that control must necessarily make 
for uniformity. Thirdly, analysis has shown that progress 
in the technique of control consists in making it less 
mechanical and in compensating for its inhuman detach
ment .. 1 If life is mastered by real intelligence, which under
stands the meaning of dynamic control, it need not become 
stereotyped as it is when left to the half-hearted regulation 
so widespread in our age. In replacing harmful controls by 
beneficial ones, we . have first to realize how a free society 
works. We learn that even in an unplanned society there 
is always the problem of substituting one form of control 
for another, but here these changes take place involuntarily, 
through the accumulation of circumstances. 

After describing social controls, the .. next · problem is 
therefore to study the laws of transmutation which govern 
the substitution of one control for another. At bottom, the 
transformation ofthe behaviour and social character of 
individuals has largely been due to a change inthe methods 
of control. However, the controls have of course 'been 
switched over unconsciously, without any clear purpose in 
mind and without realizing the wider consequences of the 
change. 

There are as many. ways·.of switching over. the .controls 

1 Ou Social Techniques and Dehumanization, cf. also in. the Bibli<r 
graphy II and IV, 
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as there are possibilities of passing from one form of direct 
or indirect influence to another. It is obvious that a complete 
description would require a volume to itself. Most of these 
methods, too, are open to further observation. Here we 
can. only indicate, by a few examples, the nature and 
problems of the process of transmutation. 

I, Transmutation of Controls from Direct to Indirect 
Influence 

The most important forms of transmutation . naturally 
take place when we exchange the broad category of direct 
influence for indirect influence. In other words, there is an 
important development in the power to influence mankind, 
when in~tead of some form of inculcation, we choose a form 
of influence where society itself, through its patterns and 
relationships, urges an individual to alter his behaviour. 
Far too extensive a use is made of direct methods of inculca
tion, such . as brow~beating, suggestion,· emotional appeals, 
preaching, agitation, and even education in the older sense of 
the word. These are very often merely provisional solutions 
adopted by a society wl:µch has not had the opportunity of 
using • indirect methods of social influence as a means of 
training. The clumsier. and less adaptable an e.ducation is, 
the more it will try to stamp its effects directly on the pupil's 
mind1 instead of leaving him to make his own reactions •. In · 
this · sense Dewey. and others were right in their belief that 
expemriental education, that is to say, encouraging the. 
child to make his own adjustments, is· essential to mo~ern 
democracy.1 In the same way, a modern society based on 
natural adjustment will allow its citizens. to learn by 
experience as much as possible and will avoid, among. other 
things, the unnecessary use. of shock methods. · 

Here·.is another. instance which· shows that those who 
maintain that increased planning is taking us further .and 
further from the natural state of affairs. are wholly in the 
· wtOll@, . A society which has.been planned on sound principles 
'Will be .:far:. ~ore .natural in its methods of adjustment than . 

\ ~ ctj111parati~ly. printl~ve ~ety that has b~gled i~s ... 
· ... ·~. techtdqu.es •. Any partially managed SOQety will ' 

' . ,. \. ' - ,', . . ' 

' Cl ~ the Biblicigra.phy, III 7 b. . 
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always stick half-way; it cannot afford to do what a planned 
society can do-give the individual a natural taste for 
experiment, where this is desirable for the sake of society 
as a whole, and only resort to direct methods within strict 
limits and in the absence of other alternatives. 

In what follows I should like to give a few examples in 
order to indicate that, at a later state of development, 
rationalization leads to a more natural existence and con
sciously tends to counteract the dehumanizing effects of 
exaggerated regulation. The Victorian age for instance 
with its primitive knowledge of the nature of industrialized 
society, fostered a cult of the unnatural, while modem 
mass society, in spite of its greater organization, tends to 
encourage its citizens to return to nature by means of 
systematic physical culture, sport,1 and fresh air. Here it 
looks as though the early monstrosities, which were the first~ 
fruits of industrialism and urbanization, were only due to 
the sudden growth of new conditions for which no palliative 
had been found. In these fields at least more planning and a 
greater use of social technique have led to more natural 
conditions. The following instance shows, in another context, 
how planning, combined with the right scientific insight, can 
free the suppressed and natural instincts. 

Modem psychology and psychiatry have observed that 
neu.roses are very often due to the fact that the child's 
natural ability to learn from trial and error is paralysed by 
a rush of inhibitions. We allow a baby to experiment with 
his body in a variety of situations. In the beginning we are 

1 On the other hand one ha.$ to realize that sport in itself may be based 
on many different psychological gratifications. It may, . for instance, 
deteriorate from a social game with an agreeable sense of team work. into 
a mania for records. These a.re psycholo!!ical processes of degeneration 
which a.re common .in a mass society and .. which can be set right if one 
consciously teaches people to enjoy the genuine pleasures of community 
pastimes. For the · different meanings of sport and its psychological 
implications, d. Marie Kloeren, SpOYt und RekOYd (Kalner Anglistische 
.A,rbeiten, vol. 23, ed. by Herbert. Schoeffler), Leipzig, 1935; and Herbert 
Schoefller, England, das Land des Sporls (Hefte znr Englandkunde, vol. 9), 
Leipzig, 1935). The former. volume contains a historical bibliography. 
The following works contain some suggestions : Karl Peters, Psy~kologie 
des Sporls, Leipzig, 1927 ; and Risse, Soziologie des Sports, Berlin, 1921 ; 
Fritz Hammer, Der Massensport: Ver$u&1r, einer soziologischen Analy;e 
seiner. Bedingu. ngen und. Ers&keinungsweise, Heidelberg, Ph.D., diss .. , 
1933; Ernst Krafft, Vom KampJrekord. zum Massensport, Berlin, 
1925; Gulick, L., "Athletics and Civilization," The CJ-.ild, vol. i, 17, 
um. 

M Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



3r4 PLANNING- FOR FREEDOM 

all in favour of spontaneous experience. Only when the 
child's intelligence develops and it is able to ask questions 
do we interrupt the natural growth of the experimental 
attitude by intellectual taboos. Among others, we cover up 
for the child the problem of sex and procreation with 
artificial ideologies, and later, masculinity, femininity, the 
fact of death, the question of money and success in life, are 
all treated in a spirit which tends to arouse both in the 
child and in the adolescent a lifelong distrust of his powers 
of independent judgment. This can lead not merely to a 
thwarted development, but to deep-rooted feelings of anxiety 
. as well, so that he cannot to his life's end get these problems 
off his mind. Often only the removal of this fear by analysis 
and re-education will give him power to make his own 
decisions and assimilate knowledge by experimenting with 

. life.1 Here it is evident that our more sophisticated know
ledge helps to restore the original capacities of mankind by 
freeing.the natural powers of adjustment. 

But let us tum to other instances which prove that a 
more skilful use of indirect influence would lighten the tasks 
of direct influence. Take, for instance, the habits of the 
consumer. A society cannot be made to work unless it 
shows a certain foresight with regard to these habits .. At a 
primitive stage, this would take the form of inculcating 
certain types of consumption. The formation of taste would 
be. subjected to moral control, the individual would be 
brought up to observe certain manners and customs in 
order to prescribe the range of his desires. These ·desires 
could be satisfied by household economy or any of its 
variations, such as town economy. But . the advent of 
capita.list.society often brought abouta change in the methods 
employed to control the habits of the consumer. As ~ustrial 

. economy spread, former habi:ts of .consumption altered and 
desires·· ran riot.··. The more anarchic individual competition 
becai:ne~ withit$ artificial stimulation of new cravings, the 
batder it was .to foresee the uncontrolled fluctuatio11s. in 

. ~,eonsunieJ:'s choice,. and to adjust the market through the ~·•Ul~· ()ne. of the reascins for disorganization in 

.• ~~-~!:1-l!~t-~~~jo=~-r;;:rr~ 
, t~; aild his article· on "The Relation · between . Social and 

.. ,~tion ''. in tJie Am#ill!Ml]ournal of Soeiolol'J', vol. 42,. 
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the free system of industrial economy was that an absolute 
freedom of consumer's choice made it difficult to co-ordinate 
production and consumption. 

Even at the present stage of capitalism there is a tendency 
to pass beyond the temporary chaos created by unlimited 
choice. Large industrial concerns and department stores are 
both equally interested in standardizing demand, and 
produce a type of advertisement which instead of 
encouraging an endless variety of choice, persuades customers 
to want only a few carefully considered models. One has 
only to think of current advertisements for cars, gas, wireless, 
and electricity. This method of stimulating demand is 
exactly what a planned but unregimented society should 
aim at : inducing conformity not by authority or inculca
tion, but by skilful guidance, which allows the individual 
every opportunity for making his own decisions. A planned 
society would direct investment, and by means of efficient 
advertisement, statistically controlled, would do everything 
in its power to guide the consumer's choice towards 
co-ordinated production. 

Another field where the change from .direct to indirect 
methods of influence can be observed is that of the motives 
which induce people to work. The amazing thing is that 
even our most intimate experiences such as our motives, 
are constantly exposed to social and psychological manipula
tion. Modern society has not, of course, invented the 
manipulation of motives, but has only made it more 
conscious. 

Thus Max Weber had already observed that in a free 
society the motives which induced people to work varied 
with the different social classes. Thus the proletariat works 
mainly in order to earn a living, while the middle classes, 
once their primary wants have been supplied and their 
need for security satisfied, work mainly for the sake of 
increased power and prestige. The introduction of this new 
motive is largely responsible for the characteristic outlook 
of the middle class. The group we call the intelligentsia is 
actuated mainly by motives of its own. A member of this 
group is only happy when he has work which is in keeping 
with his special interests and qualifications. While an 
unskilled labourer wants any work that will remove his 
insecurity, a man who is specialized by academic training is 
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specialized not only in his knowledge but in his choice of a 
career, and in his striving for the psychological rewards 
which go with a certain kind of self-respect. 

In this sense, there is normally a graduated scale of 
motives, by which men from different social classes are 
driven to work. Whenever a man rises to a higher class, from 
unskilled labourer to skilled labourer, from small tradesman 
to large-scale entrepreneur, from petty officialdom to a 
learned profession, once in the ranks of the elite he switches 
over from one set of motives to another. 

Now this transition from one set of motives to another and 
the gradual sublimation of impulses which goes with it, will 
form one of the problems with which a planned society 
will have to deal. It will be forced not merely to direct this 
transformation of the motives which impel men to work, but 
to guide the citizen in the use of his leisure and of the 
surplus energy which remains when the day's work is done. 
When wealth has been more evenly distributed, and the 
ups and downs of the trade cycle have disappeared, the 
man in the street will cease to feel the immediate pressure of 
circumstances forcing him to work, and his mind may 
develop along new paths, just as was formerly the case 
only in the leisured classes. 

This development can never be due to the external situa
tion alone. Whether surplus energy can be guided into 
socially useful channels of sublimation will largely depend 
on the educational forces operating in society and on the 
guidance of elites who set an example of the finer uses of the 
spirit.1 

1 Cf. on the psychological implications of the various forms of the use 
of leisure, . Patrick, G. T, V., The Psychology of Relaxation,. Boston, 
1916; Spitz, R., "Wiederholung, Rhythmus, Langweile," Imago. Zeitschr, 
fur psychoanalytische Psychologie, vol. 23, 1937; Fenichel, 0., 
Psychologie der Langweile, Imago, vol. 20, . 1934; Winterstein, A., 
".Angst vor.dem Neuen," Neugier und Langweile, vol. 2, 1930; Groos, 
K., . 0 Das Spiel als Katharsis,'' Zeitschr. f. pad. Psyckol. u. Exper. 
Ptidagogik. Dez. 7, 1908 ; T, Dashiell Stoops, " The ' Inner Life ' as a 
Suppressed. ldeal of Conduct," Intern. Journ, of Ethics, vol. 30, 1919-
1920 ; · Stewart, H. L., "The Ethics of Luxury and Leisure," Amer. Journ. 
of Sooiol., vol. 24, 191S-.l.9: Hahn,· K., Education for Leisure, Oxfor<l, 
193$. For. the problem. of the sociological . implications of leisure, 
\:f. :t,undberg, G. A., Komarowsky, M., Mcivemy, M. A., Leisure, 
•t,i Subiwoan Study,• New York, 1934 ; . Chase, St., Leisure in the Machine 
4.ge; F~nke, P. T., Machine-made Leisure, 1932; Walker, L. C., Dis
t~ted Leisure, N.Y. an<l Lon<lon, 1931; Spizer, J; P., The Commercializa

·.··•.~· of14,~s. 1917; Blumer,. K., Movies and Conduct, N,Y., 1933.: 
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The problem of discovering the social conditions which 
govern the sublimation of surplus energy will probably 
become a universal one, for not only the small elites but 
every class will be faced with the questim;1. of what · the 
psycho-analysts call a libido economy. Comparative studies 
in the use of leisure show at first glance that a higher position, 
larger income, and increased security do not necessarily lead 
to culture. Unless material advancement is combined with 
personal example and the persuasion exercised . by the 
presenee of intelligent standards for the use of leisure, it 
may end in boredom, neurosis, and general decadence. 
Sublimation and cultivation are processes which have 
to be taught. The average citizen is unable to invent 
new uses for his leisure. If the old methods have broken 
down and tradition cannot develop others by a process of 
trial and error, chaos and barbarism will follow. This has 
been corroborated by recent experiences. When the slum
dweller is transplanted into modern fiats he is apt to suffer 
from depression, unless some effort is made to adjust his 
whole way of living to changed conditions. The suburban 
housewife becomes · neurotic because of the intolerable 
boredom of her existence and the lack of any form of com
munity life. 

One cannot hand down techniques of sublimation through 
education and personal influence, · if there is no universal 
security on which to base them. On the other hand, security 
alone is no guarantee that surplus energies will be turned in 
any particular direction, unless they are guided by personal 
influence and education. Security and freedom from 
anxiety leave open many channels through which surplus 
human energy can :flow. 

Even hermits and monks can only sublimate and develop 
what one may call the inner life when they have a minimum 
of security, whether fr,omnatural wealth, or income from the 
land. The mendicant orderinthelate Middle Ages was based 
on the principle that in an agrarian community, begging 

cf. also the whole series "Motion Picture and .Youth", The Payue 
Fund, Chairman, W. W •. Charters; Spurr, F. C., The Christian .Use of 
Leisure, 1928 ; Bums, D., Leisure in the Modern World; Durant, H. W., 
The Problems of Leisure, London, 1938; Boyd, W., Ogilvie, V., The 
Challenge of Leisure, London (New Education Fellowship), 1935; Stern
heim, A. " Leisl\re in. the Totalitarian State," So~. Review, vol. 30, 1938. 
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can be successful· in the country towns. But security or 
even a good standard of life in itself are not sufficient 
for the development of contemplation. The real force 
obstructing the latter is conflict and competition. This is the 
reason why the church allowed monks to engage in any sort 
9f activities except commercial ones. Even b~gging, as we 
have seen, was considered compatible with the contemplative 
life. In a natural economy, alms could be trusted to supply 
a sure source of income, and although these alms provided 
only a modest livelihood they spelt security and made it 
possible to avoid the mechanisms of competition and struggle 
and their effects on the spiritual life. 

But society does not merely demand that certain motives 
should be sublimated, but also, at times, that certain sublli:na
tions should be destroyed. Thus Freud, in an impressive · 

· study, has shown that it is usually war which causes 
the rejection of a certain type of sublimation and 
regression to the naked drive.1 According to him, th~ 
sympathy we generally feel under civilized conditions for the 
sufferings and the death of others is the result of sublimation 
and identification .. But this only works under the peaceful 
conditions of civilian life. In order to survive in war-time 
we are bound to revert to the more primitive state. of mind. 
in which we withdraw· our identification from our ·fellow 
beings and in our primitive self-assertion remain unmoved by 
other people's distress. If we. look at this process of sublima
tion. and de-sublimation of motives from the standpoint of 

• . our prol,lem of social control, · we see that its·. success 
depends on co-ordinating the methods of direct and. indirect 

· influence. 
. Society in the past regulated such delicate changes as sub
limation only through direct influence. · Under present con
ditio~ this process is only efficient if it works on the two 
levels of direct and indirect influ,ence at the same time ; in our 

. ~xample producing the general preconditions for sublimation 
.· through indirect control (creating wealth, -security, etc.}, 
. and provifil:qg concrete models for desirable forms .of 
lfflblima.tion from 'examples .near at hand. · 

,. ',•·', ' 

<.;. ~. S.. li~. authorized English translation by Brlll, A. A., , · 
.. ~~'1~ •. a.from." Zeitpmauea tt~ Krieg und .Tod" ·extracted 
;:~ ~ 10,i.,,i s~ .rur N~nr,, New Yol:k, .1922, 

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



THE LAWS OF TRANSMUTATION 

2. The Transmutation of Controls within the Sphere of l ndirect 
Influence 

We must now study this law of the transmutation of 
controls in the sphere of indirect influence. Some of the 
problems in this sphere are : How an:d when can crowd 
behaviour be transformed into co-ordinated group behaviour? 
How much can be done by replacing the influence of the 
primary groups and communities by organized behaviour or 
vice versa ? The new possibilities of organized control and the 
tendency towards a new kind of bureaucracy are especially 
important here. But similar problems arise in spheres which 
are controlled, not by bureaucracy, but by situations, field 
structures, and mechanisms. When should control by situa
tion be replaced by control through field structure or social 
mechanism ? From this variety of problems a few can }>e 
selected which seem to be essential from the standpoint 
of a new kind of planning,. that does not rely mainly on direct 
pressure. Just as we had first to prove that the deliberate 
guidance of psychological influences would not necessarily 
lead to greater mechanization and artificiality, so it seems to 
be equallyimportant to realize that the conscious manage
ment of indirect controls, especially of organization in terms 
of centralization arid decentralization and the institution of 
bureaucracy, could, if rightly guided, prevent dehumaniza
tion, and guarantee the maintenance of .certain attitudes. 
This is the reason why I shall now, out of all the possibilities 
of organization, deal solely with the two problems of d~ 
centralization and a new form of bureaucracy. I hope in 
this way to show how fruitful the planned manipulation 
of distant controls can be in this sphere. 

As to the problem of decentralization, it is obvious that the 
modern nature of social techniques puts a premium on 
centralization, but this is only true if our sole criterion is to be 
technical efficiency. H for various reasons, chiefly those con
cerned with the maintenance of personality,we deliberately 
wish to decentralize certain activities within certain limits, 
we can do so. That kind of deliberate decentralization will 
differ from a purely Romanticist one which indulges in the 
praise of the golden age . of pre-industrial civilization or 
from the handicraftsman's hostility to the advent of 
machines. We cannot restore the pre~industrial age of 
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small tecbnical units, but we can deliberately insert, wherever 
it is feasible, relatively autonomous units into the whole 
industrial system. Here we shall succeed as soon as we 
begin to explore some of the neglected possibilities of the 
new industrial techniques. For instance, it is well known 
that the discovery of electricity encouraged centralization 
at first owing to the power centres which served several 
industrial units and thus acted as a centralizing agency. 
But the discovery of the small motor provides a new chance 
that in the future in the industrial sphere local centres 
may develop independently of a regional power centre. 
In these cases, it depends rather on the decision of the 
planning groups whether we use the technical amenities in 
one direction or the other. In the same way, once centraliza
tion of the main issues is guaranteed, there is always the 
possibility of a kind of secondary decentralization, and 
perhaps we only attribute such great importance to 
centralized means of influencing human beings-radio, 
propaganda, mass meetings, sports, cinema, etc.-because we 
are still in the first period of transition into a mass society, 
and emotional integration on a large scale and with immediate 
success is of extreme importance to us. It is, however, also 
possible . that as in former examples, as soon as . the most 
elementary conditions of conformity and co-operation have 
been assured, we shall again give the local influences a chance 
to reassert themselves, to create scope for individuality 
without in any way disturbing the process of pla1;ming from 
key positions. 

But decentralization is not the only antidote to the 
dangers of centralization, mechanization, and dehnmaniza. .. 
tion:; another alternative is to enliven bureaucracy, for 
however much decentralization is encouraged, planned 
society . will always have to rely upon a very strong 
eentralized bureaucracy. 

The problem of an improved bureaucracy falls within the 
province· of the new science of organization, and if rightly 
conceived, it will include not merely the question of increased 
e:fficiency,but the removal of the cold impersonal atmosphere 
of organizatiGn ... In order to appreciate this aspect,· one has 
only to ~niernber .that even at the transitional stage, half
'\Va~ ~tween discovery and invention, the task of the new 
SC>clal t~hniques and institutions was to hand over certain 

7 

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



THE LAWS OF TRANSMUTATION 321 

services, formerly rendered by personal contact in the 
primary groups, to organized management. So we must 
bear in mind, for instance, that all the duties of state 
bureaucracy were once carried out by officials who were the 
servants of their superiors. In the same way, the individual 
attention of the small tradesman has been replaced by the 
offices of the great department stores, and the social 
services have often developed out of private charity. The 
essential element in the process is that the primary attitudes 
of love, care, and mutual help, which were originally bound 
up with primary groups like the family or the neighbours, 
have become organized. In the first stage of development, we 
are inclined to regret that this attitude should be transformed 
from an organic social setting to a more artificial one. The 
first thing we notice is how markedly impersonal our social 
relationships have become as a result of that change, how 
stripped of all emotion. Indeed, it was for the sake of an 
impersonal efficiency that the methods of social organization 
were first adopted. It is through the steady growth of new 
tasks that the king's personal servants, as we have seen, 
developed into a kind of impersonal bureaucracy, which 
makes even the personal dependence· on the king an 
impersonal matter, and transforms the activities both ef a 
workshop and of a great business into institutions bent 
only on efficiency, expediency, and utility, in which. the 
idea of service has not yet developed. · . . 

In the intermediate stage of this development, only 'the 
negative consequences of this rationalized organization of 
primary functions were in evidence, and the word bureau
cracy betrayed foe hostility. of the public to this new 
method of managing people as though they were things. 
But this early .. antipathy to bureaucracy wa:s counter-:
acte.d by smne of the more· obvious advantages pf the new 
system. Fjrst, the· broad masses could . be served more 
effectively, and the arbitrariness of the older.methods could · 
be replaced by .a more calculated efficiency. Secondly, the 
new bureaucracy brought with it a new objectivity in human 
affairs; There is something about bureaucratic proced~re .. 
which. helps to. neutralize t.he original leanings towards 
patr9nage, . • nepotism, . and personal domination. This. 
tendency towards objectivity may, in favourable cases, 
become so .strong that the element.of class .con~iousness, 
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still present in a bureaucracy which is chosen mainly from 
the ranks of the ruling classes, can be almost completely 
superseded by the desire for justice and impartiality. 

We must not forget that until the advent of bureaucracy 
the idea of an impersonal and classless justice could not even 
arise, since freedom in a hierarchic society was defined in 
terms of " liberties ", the graded privileges of the various 
estates. The growth of this new objectivity did not necessarily 
mean, however, as at first sight it appeared, that human 
relationships must become impersonal and unemotional. 
The new conception of objective justice can be developed 
in such a way that the emotion becomes attached to the 
handling of the case and not to the individual who is helped. 
Objectivity and emotion are combined, instead of being 
mutually exclusive. Assistance has become institutional, 
and as a result a modern man prefers to have his rights and 
duties clearly defined, rather than to receive a personal 
favour. We prefer a hospital nurse who shows her sympathy 
by her personal care to one who is too intimate and motherly. 
Thus the rise .of bureaucracy created a demand which had 
never before been known-the demand that many of our 
personal affairs should be treated impersonally. 

The analysis of these cases teaches us that new blends of 
feeling and emotion are often produced, not so much by the 
isolated experiences of the individual, as by comprehensive 
social processes in which the functions of one group are 
gradually transferred to another. 

The fact that modern society has produced a bureaucracy 
whith is forced to take over many of the tasks of the primary 
groups, has given rise to some c11rious syntheses of feeling, 
such as the combination of emotion and detachment. The 
actual· blends of emotion· may . vary. widely in · the different 
countries, according to the nature of their social develop
ment.· · In this connection it . is interesting to notice that 
although the department store has made its appearance in 
every industrial society, in each country it has been built 
up and organized in a very different spirit. While in England 
and. Germany the customer receives a rather. impersonal 
service, in France the personal type of service is preferred. 
l'he assistant will accompany the customer to the cash desk 
a11d often to the door,for Franceis still the land of the small 
~ee~, and the department store has inherited an 
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attitude of mind which would otherwise be alien to its 
impersonal organization. 

This kaleidoscopic blending of attitudes corresponds to the 
changing functions of our activities. It makes for greater 
· elasticity, and gives us grounds for hope that the immediate 
defects of an institution may later be removed by a fresh 
combination of factors, giving rise.to new attitudes of mind. 
As an illustration of a creative combination of attitudes, 
we may refer to a previous example. 

Modern communal bureaucracy has proved that capacity 
for organization can be combined with executive business 
ability, that rivalry and . commercial efficiency can be 
stimulated without personal greed for profit. Moreover, 
commercial life has shown that the spirit of service can be 
incorporated in big business. 

In a more comprehensive study of human attitudes and 
their transformation through social influences, England 
would deserve a chapter to itself. Perhaps nowhere else is 
" kindness ", which in itself is highly personal, treated so 
objectively. This objective kindness was probably the result 
of mutual co-operation in the primitive community, where 
there is a natural obligation existing between neighbours. 
Owing to the gradual expansion of society, this attitude 
could be extended to one's fellow-co1?ntrymen or even to 
foreigners resident i:n the country. The personal element 
was transformed, but did not lose its genuine qualities. The 
sense of neighbourliness remained, but without a trace of 
intimacy or even the thought of a deeper obligation. This 
impersonal kindness is nevertheless a virtue, and its new 
function is to compensate for the unbearable abstractness 
of the relationships which play so large a part in modem 
society. . 

Finally, this blending of attitudes to meet the needs of new 
institutions can be seen in the development of our modern 
social services. One has only to think of that unusual psycho
logical type, the social worker, who has on the.one hand to 
do material, administrative work, and on the other to practise 
a new form of charity. These new social services are rapidly 
supplantingthe simple, material conception of charity, and 
are tending to become more and more psychological. The 
social worker gives not merely material help but spiritual 
h~aling. He adds a touch of emotion and vitality to.ordinary 
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intercourse without becoming personally committed or 
attached. In all these new forms of organized social service, 
which have definite functions to perform, there is an almost 
conscious. manipulation of the emotional element in the 
relationship. 

This again shows how elastic organized activity can be, 
and how. a higher principle of organization produces new 
attitudes of mind. If the new type of social work is to be 
a success, the following social processes must be at work. 
Activities which were once widely separated must now be 
combined, official bureaucracy must be tempered with the 
charity of the primary groups. In addition, adequate 
training must be provided, the personnel should be wisely 
selected from classes which are not yet dehumanized and 
from sects and smaller groups in which affection and certain 
kinds of reserve are not. felt to be mutually exclusive.1 

Apart · from that, a preference should be shown for the 
emotional type of human being who will do only work 
which has a purpose. 

In all these new forms of organized social service, which 
have definite functions to perform, there is an almo!it 
conscious manipulation of the emotional element in the 
relationship. Our age, at its present stage of development 
in which a civil servant is steadily developing into a social 
servant, has learnt something that would have seemed 
iJ:npossible in the age of small groups : that this emotional 
element lies, up to a point, within the control of the 
individual, and is often allied to objectivity and distance. 
To a member of the older generation, the psycho-analytic 
relationship between patient and analyst must seem wholly 
unnatural; and an .almost absurd manipulation of libidinous 
attitudes. To him, it must seem a contradiction in terms that 
anyone should publicly offer · services for which " trans
ference " is essential. 'l"ransference, without which no cure 
can be achieved, appears to be something which can only 
develop in. intimate relationships ; while, as it actually occurs, 
it is a stra.llge CC1mb~ation of intimacy .and. objectivity, 
~. and· distance, attraction an,d repulsion, friendship 
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and estrangement. It gives help without explicit guidance. 
The sociology of psycho-analysis will have to discover 
whether a ready acceptance of this curious mixture of 
personal and impersonal elements could be conceivable 
without previous social developments, which have made it 
possible to blend emotion and detachment in such entirely 
new combinations. 

All these examples show that the universal alarm at the 
growth of bureaucracy is only justified as long as the public 
clings to the old belief that institutions and organizations 
are perfectly rigid, and incapable of developing new attitudes 
of mind. 

The evil lies not in bureaucracy itself, but in an inadequate 
conception of the new possibilities which are already being 
realized here and there. The discussion of bureaucracy is apt 
to take two different roads. Either one regards bureaucracy 
as an evil in itself or one has grasped its possibilities. A good 
Liberal, who is the sworn enemy of all bureaucracy, would 
like to replace universal bureaucratic control by mutual 
control, in order that completely free individuals might 
maintain the balance between them. This system 
would obviously lead to such radical decentralization that 
it would be unworkable at the present stage of social 
technique. But there is still another difficulty. Where, as a 
result of large-scale industry, almost every transaction, 
economic or otherwise, takes on a social character (for every 
:flaw in the working of large-scale industry injures the 
community), it becomes more and more necessary to curb 
the desire for private profit in the common interest and in the 
interests of planning. To-day it is still an open question 
which tendency is most likely to succeed-whether it is 
better gradually to restrain th.e excesses of capitalism by 
central regulation or to enliven the bureaucratic tradition by 
creating opportunities for competition and by promoting a 
more human organization within its framework. 

I believe that this antagonism, however invincible it may 
seem to-day, will be swept away by the course of events, for 
the democracies, if they are to keep pace with the· dictator
ships, will have to subject their industries to a certain 
amount of control. This will automatically lead to an alliance 
between the capitalist and state socialist traditions : a 
process in· which even the Civil Service will develop new 
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possibilities. This development will probably take place 
through an amalgamation of the two principles of administra
tion and competition, varying in degree with the type of 
problem that has to be faced. But the essential question is, 
which of these principles is to provide the framework in which 
the other is to be incorporated ? Is the planned society to be 
the framework, and the mechanism of competition to be set 
to work in certain places, or are the basic relationships to 
be determined by conflict and competition, and administra
tion to take place within the enclave ? In our opinion, the 
solution lies in the former direction, although it is possible 
that during the transition, evolution will begin with the 
latter, as in the United States. There competition still 
predominates, but planned intervention is increasing. 

Much depends in this respect on whether revolutions and 
wars speed up the development towards planning ; in 
which case the central bureaucratic element will tend to 
prevail. 

But the vital question is whether the state, as a 
controlling and co-ordinating agency can itself be con
trolled: that is, whether the principle of planning can be 
reconciled with freedom and democracy. The history of 
parliamentarianism is in this respect the history of the 
control of control. From our standpoint the history of 
government must be re-interpreted as the history of a 
special social technique by which the control of human 
beings is subjected once more to human control. 

If one takes a comprehensive view, it is mere chance that 
this technique is only clearly apparent in the sphere of 
state organization. Once the principle of the control of 
control has been discovered, the scope and the nature 
of its action can be prescribed to a large extent by the 
government as well as its relation to the remaining controls. 
In this setting, it is certainly a political problem, but one 
which must also be discussed in its social and technical 
aspects. One can go even further and say that it is impossible 
to frame a political- problem properly, until its technical 
implications have been thought out. 

The hi.story of constitutional development is really nothing 
but a widespread concentration of once independent centres 
of control. . This concentration forces the rival units which 
ru:e struggling' for power to give up their partial aims in 
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favour of a centralized authority with a new and unified 
outlook. The significance of sovereignty is that it decides 
in which direction the concentrated power shall move, so 
that it hardly matters, from this point of view, whether the 
sovereign be a king, the people and their representatives, 
or even a leader. The original focuses of social control
territorial powers such as the prince and the city states, or 
functional class units such as nobility, clergy, and commons 
-grew up haphazard. The next thing to decide was whether 
these controls should be concentrated and whether there 
should be a redistribution of power based on purely objective 
grounds. 

VI 

THE HISTORY OF PARLIAMENTARY AND DEMOCRATIC 
GOVERNMENT AS THE HISTORY OF SOCIAL CONTROL 

r. Three Stages in the Development of the Control oJControls 

If we study democratic government as a chapter in the 
concentration of control and a history of the technique 
of controlling controls, we are again confronted with the 
three stages of chance discovery, invention, and planning. 
There is no need to ernphasize the fact that the structural 
chang~s involved in these successive stages do not always 
coincide with the current phases of constitutional history. 
Nevertheless we helieve that this typology will help to 
explain the essential factors in political change.1 

While the controls are still amorphous we remain at the 
stage of chance discovery. As long as a group has no specific 
organization for carrying on the functions of government, 
the controls are diffused throughout society. They make 
an appearance whenever they are required to deal with 
different aspects of behaviour, such as labour regulations, 
the organization of religious festivals, or the rules governing 

1 Bibliography on Constitutional Government a.t the· end of the book. 
Cf. in the Bibliography III 4 c; V 1, and the article on Government by 
Shepard, W. J., in the Ency~opaedia of the Social Sciences, which I found 
helpful when arranging the ;material in this chapter. 
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the relationship between the different sexes and generations. 
At this amorphous stage th.e controls are still spontaneous. 
There are no special officials with powers of compulsion and 
no definite authorities for the officials to represent. The 
customs which express the spontaneous, irrational moral 
sense of the community determine the boundaries of right 
and wrong. These standards of behaviour are enforced 
by the direct pressure of the community. Regulation by cus
tom is both totalitarian and, broadly speaking, democratic. 
Thus it reaches the ideal at which modern society is aiming, 
not by deliberate calculation but by intuitive consent. 
Custotns are totalitarian in that they govern what we 
should now call private relationships as well as public 
affairs, for at this stage. these two spheres are merged in one. 
Thus there is no freedom in the modern sense-:-rio power 
to evade this totalitarian regulation, but this naturally does 
not mean that there are no conflicts and 110 individual 
divergencies .. At the same time customary law is democratic 
in the sense that everyone more or less approves of it. and 
helped to. create jt, for its rules are the result of a gradual 
process of selection and many generations have felt them to 
be sound. Its solutions have a dignity of their own, for they 
are the collective discovery of the group. The whole com
munity takes part in this discovery and the rules are 
gradually altered a little by individuals who are fa<;ed .with 
new situations. Thus subordination and authority, freedom 
and pressure, consens.us and change exist side by side. 

The stage of invention has been reached when a special 
institutional. organization is set up, with express. authority 
to govern, enforced by sanctians .. Owing to the new principle 
which entails. a division of social functions, its once united 
elements .are now divorced from one another. 

(a) There is· no longer any unanimous consensus of 
O}linion, . but under. a democratic system agreement. must 
again be reached, or it will be replaced by authority-a 
king, . an . oligari;hy. or so. on. · 

· (bl. ~tionalized. law. gradually becomes distinct· from . 
. euston:t. ~. sooner .. or . later there is a cleavage between 
~ .. law and. ordinary. law. This process of 

· ratiOJlalization. may be carried ao far that in a modern 
~f»,tibn . :ftmdam,ental law · may determine • the basic 

/~ples of·o,gamption ·gov~ the legal iralnework 
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of society, while individual laws are deduced from it, or 
some attempt is made to reconcile the two. Here we 
have reached the stage of invention, for the framework 
of social adjustment has been deliberately thought out, 
and organized to form an institution ; but we have not yet 
reached the stage of planning, as this type of system still 
tolerates the existence of many other spheres of human 
behaviour beyond its jurisdiction. This is precisely the 
principle on which the liberal constitution is based ; it is 
the clearest example of government at the stage of invention, 
for apart from certain basic relationships, which are con
stitutionally determined, regulation has been abandoned in 
favour of laissez-faire. This, of course, does not mean 
that everything is in a state of chaos but merely that other 
forms of regulation and control pour into the breach, and 
these are often quite independent of the government and its 
rationalized system of law. 

Thus these amorphous controls which we call customs 
are preserved in a rationalized form and determine the 
greater part of human behaviour, just as they did at 
the stage of chance discovery. Liberal legislation leaves the 
power of the mores and customs almost untouched, using 
it merely as a ferment to arouse that fundamental consensus 
which rational law implies but does not produce. 

At this stage in the regulation of behaviour, competition, 
particularly in the economic field, gives rise to a special form 
of action ; striving for profit by means of free adjustment. 
This behaviour is neither a product of former customs nor 
of modem rationalized legal and. administrative procedure, 
as the liberal state deliberately refrains from interfering 
within those spheres. The process of adjustment is not, of 
course, completely without control but is guided by the 
mechanisms of competition and by the field structure called 
the world of trade. Thus a commercial system is created 
with the economic man as its ideal. Although the trade 
mechanism together with its special economic faws and 
systematic pressure only worked if certain moral obligations 
such as fair play, and certain legal regulations such as 
those governing the sacredness of private property .and 
contract, were observed, it acted nevertheless as an 
automatic device for securing mutual. control, and remained 
outside the province of the other two. systems we have 
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mentioned. If we look at the liberal system from the stand
point of government we may say that it contained two 
systems which escaped its control, traditional habits and 
customs on the one hand, and the field structure of inde
pendent markets on the other. These are the spheres which 
wilibe later absorbed by the modern system of co-ordinated 
planning. 

The great achievement of the liberal age (to which, 
of course, former centuries contributed) was the institution 
of parliamentary control over the legal framework of 
society. As we have already pointed out, it was tl,le dis
covery of the control of controls by democratic methods. 
But this discovery could not be applied to every control 
since many of them, such as the customs and the laws 
of the market, as we have just seen, were outside the radius 
of centralized government. Central control over customs 
had failed-partly because it was too closely bo1,111d up 
with the techniques of local and direct influence, and partly 
because the combined sciences of sociology and psychology 
were still too immature to influence them in a conscious and 
rational way. This sphere was left to the anonymous 
power of tradition. The church made some attempt at 
central guidance but was not yet efficient enough really to 
control the course of events. Nor could the economic process 
be · influenced, owing to the lack of a strong centralized 
technique and of the knowledge required for thinking 
out structural connections on a large scale, and for realizing 
their social implications. It is. only in our age that we 
have reached the stage of planning . the sphere of govem'
ment, so that here, too, centralized intervention becomes 
theoretically possible, and the technique of the democratic 
co;ntrol of control has to be extended to cover every 
:field. 

This does not mean-as . we m.ust constantly repeat
that every control which.has not ae facto come under central
ized authority must be governed from the centre ; but 
merely that the central control can interfere more frequently, 
and when it . does not do so it is deliberately renouncing 
~h~ use of its powe~ Our next . problem is to consider 
the . essential pI'ocesses . governing this mechanism of 
oot1;trol, and the difficulties of transferring it to. a · planned 
~ety. 
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2. Analysis of the Essential Social Techniques which kesp 
the Parliamentary and Democratic System in Working 
Order. 

(r) The first step was to establish the sovereignty of the 
state, and this was effected in the age of absolutism. It 
consisted of withdrawing the ultimate power of decision in 
questions of law and authority from local and limited authori
ties. This involved a widespread integration and co-ordina
tion of existing social controls, although as we have seen, 
it left many of them untouched. In terms of social technique, 
state sovereignty in the realm of law and order corresponds 
to the simultaneous creation of a royal army and bureaucracy 
-the visible representatives of this new centralization. 
Without these, the other elements of sovereignty could not 
have been centralized. The state now strove to create a 
financial system which could maintain its military and 
bureaucratic machinery. But this is where absolutism 
failed. First, money could only be obtained through the new 
industries and their exports, but these could not be 
centralized because of their limited economic techniques. 
Mercantilism tried to establish state-owned businesses and 
to exercise state control, but during this period of manu
facture economic technique was so rudimentary that only 
a few large concerns were run at a profit. Moreover, economy 
was passing through a period of expansion in which new 
inventions . and newly-conquered economic regions at home 
and abroad constituted the immediate problem, and in them-
selves required a great number of independent minds, a 
whole class of pioneering elites. This is the main reason 
why absolutism had to give the bourgeoisie a clear field as 
far as economics were concerned, and the centralization 
which had been achieved in the an;ny and bureaucracy 
could not be transferred' to the economic sphere. 

Apart from these a democratic control of sovereignty 
became more and more possible. Looking at it from that 
angle the principle of liberalism developed . two forms of 
freedom : the one which . expressed itself in the existence 
of a sphere where mutual controls prevailed {in the field 
of trade·. and of custom), the second, which admitted 
centralization but tried . democratically to control .. it. . . ln 
the present situation, where the economic. ·sphere .. because 
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of its new technique is becoming as centralized as the 
military and bureaucratic sections, freedom is faced with 
the problem of applying the centralized democratic control 
also to the first sphere. It need not be emphasized that this 
democracy was at that time, of course, a fairly extensive 
oligarchy, but even in this form its achievement was to pro
duce the new pattern of democratic control. 

(2) Democratic control achieved two important things. 
First, it provided a guarantee that the new representatives 
of sovereign authority would not abuse their power and 
develop into irresponsible dictators. This was achieved 
by the subjection of the administration to the power of 
the legislature or in the most extreme case by the separation 
of powers which forced the legislature, the executive, 
and the judiciary to carry on their work in water-tight 
compartments. It is the old trick of guaranteeing freedom 
by playing off each power against the others, but whereas 
before the establishment of sovereignty it was the local 
authorities who kept the balance between them, it is now 
the functional units who checkmate each other-the legisla
ture, the executive, and the judiciary. 

(3) The democratic and parliamentary regime was also 
anxious to maintain the balance of power between the 
controlling groups represented in Parliament, and to prevent 
any one of the parties or any extra-Parliamentary group 
becoming so strong that it could overthrow Parliament by 
a coup d'etat. This is why the system implied that it was 
dangerous to organize any class or profession as a political 
unit, and ultimately appealed to the isolated individual, who, 
alone and unfettered, found that his interests were repre
sented sometimes by one party, sometimes by another. 
Every class or professional organization held the individual 
in its grip once and for all, .and thus accumulated power 
in a way which endangered state sovereignty; At the 
present stage of capitalism this danger has increased, for 
as a result of the centralizing tendencies of social technique, 
large associations like cartels, trusts, and trade unions 
exercise an authority of their own outside Parliament, and 
in. times of crisis threaten the balance .of power. 
· (4) A further problem is to replace the once spontaneous 
Cf>nsensus between opposing groups by rational manipula
tion.. A series of compromises between conflicting interests 
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maintains dynamic balance in the system. Thus Parliament 
can be regarded as a new technique for reconciling conflicts. 
It is a method of removing intellectual and psychological 
differences, for discussion acts as a cathartic. At one time 
only a real trial of strength could create a momentary 
respite between unending feuds ; now Parliament has 
restored the balance of power, so that it has rightly been said 
that heads are counted instead of being cut off. Differences 
in power are no longer put to the test of action but are 
revealed by a kind of calculation, expressed in voting. As 
in bargaining, the opposing parties are willing to reduce their 
maximum claims to a point where agreement can be reached. 

(5) The particular merit of the parliamentary system is 
that it separates the vacillating and conflicting motives 
which are present in any process of bargaining. Whenever 
two people or groups are engaged in bargaining, in both, 
the motive of getting the most out of it and the motive 
of securing the bargain as such are continuously fluctuating. 
But parliamentary institutions could be considered as a 
psychological invention for the purpose of separating these 
two sets of motives completely. On the one hand the function 
of the election is to strengthen and to integrate those motives 
which are interested in · the maintenance of the bargain. 
The voter, by electing a government, commits himself in 
advance to the completion of the bargain and to the 
maintenance of the basic social relationships in the state. 
On the other hand, through the Parliamentary forum 
a public platform has been established to express private 
interests within Parliament itself. · In simple barter or 
in the private contracts which were so characteristic of 
feudalism there was always a conflict of interests. Both 
parties were in most cases determined to have it all their 
own way or, failing that, to risk the failure of the contract 
and the destruction of existing institutions. In contrast 
with that, although different interests are represented 
in parliament the · desire for agreement can be taken 
for granted. Party bargaining and the public repre
sentation of sectional interests are carried out in a way 
which leaves no shadow of doubt as to the fundamental 
desire· for agreement behind the process of legislation. 
Economic exchange .. is also . a democratic form of· bar
gaining and the price represents that unstable point of 
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equilibrium. at which both parties abandon part of their 
claims in order to secure the bargain. When the question 
of an economic price is raised the whole social act is 
potentially at stake, for if there were the smallest divergence 
this social act would not take place. The parliamentary 
compromise is likewise the expression of an equilibrium, 
but it is more solid because it prevents the danger of dis
agreement going so far that the performance of the social 
act is brought into question. To-day we realize more acutely 
than ever how greatly the cleavage between this desire for 
agreement and the institutional representation of sectional 
interests has slackened the tensions of conflict. This psycho
logical aspect of the parliamentary system becomes even 
more apparent if one compares it with a person who is 
driven by ambivalent feelings and is vacillating between 
the two extremes of love and hatred. A skilful psychologist 
would create an opportunity for working out the hatred at 
one time and the love at another. That would at least 
enable him to show consistency during limited periods of 
his life. Whether such skilful separation of an individual's 
vacillating attitudes is possible is beside the point here, 
but strange as it may seem, it is achieved on a large scale 
by parliamentary institutions, which make long range action 
and co-operation possible by this very technique of 
separating agreement and disagreement, and giving them 
opportunities for self-expression by means of institutions. 

By distributing these two types of motives over 
longer periods of time, parliamentary institutions do not 
merely create the possibility of long range action but lessen 
emotional tension, as they allow forexpressionofresentment. 
Only when we have seen how dictatorships, both of the Right 
and of the Left, are suffering from the fact that feelings of 
opposition can neither be· canalized nor . transformed into 
constructive criticism, can we realize the full achievement 
of parliamentary technique. Sabotage from below and 
purges from above are poor substitutes for parliamentary 
institutions. 

(6} The parliamentary system also guarantees the selection 
~d rotation of the leading elites, at least in the political 
sphere •.. Elections help to Control the advancement of those 
who a.re to exercise power, and what is more, they provide 
a :tai:i9na.l and :peaceful method of removing those who have 
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l accordance with topical needs. Thus both continuity 
and elasticity are secured. 

(7) Democratic control must guard against another 
danger: mass psychology. We have frequently seen in other 
parts of this book that growing numbers in themselves are 
not a danger to democracy. For when we meet a vast number 
of individuals, not simply as a mass but organized in groups, 
and actuated either by enlightened self-interest or by an 
idea, we find that they are no longer merely emotional but 
rational in their dealings. The danger of mass democracy 
only arises when unorganized masses are exposed to incal
culable waves of emotion, especially in times of crisis. The 
more the rhythm of the trade cycle threatens the security 
of the masses in times of depression the more suggestible 
they become, and under certain conditions they will even 
surrender their highest privileges, particularly their right 
to democracy, in a passion of excitement. The fathers of 
democracy had this danger constantly in mind, and usually 
made it difficult to change the constitution itself, providing 
add tests to prevent the alteration of the system under 
stress of an emotional mood or of momentary propaganda. 
There is another influence at work which serves the same 
purpose and which W. Lippmann 1 has brilliantly described 
as " the many faceted electorate ". This means that the 
same elector belongs to many different groups ; he is a 
member of a nation, of a district, of a professional organiza
tion, and so on. Here we have the profound sociological 
discovery that the motives. and desires of a single man may 
vary with the groups in which they are expressed. But 
there are other methods of neutralizing mass suggestibility 
and weakening psychotic reactions, and these include a 
sifting of opinion by experts or the reference of important 
problems to committees or to Parliament. 

3. The Growing Similarity . between the Liberal-Democratic 
and the Totalitarian States 

The extraordinarily subtle machinery of democratic control 
is completely at the disposal of a planned society and could 
prevent it from degenerating into a dictatorship. The only 

~ Lippmann, The Good Society, London, 1938, p. 254. 
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real problem as far as social techniques are concerned is to 
combine democratic responsibility with rational planning. 
We cannot decide whether democratic machinery will work 
in a planned society until we realize the difference between 
liberal government at the stage of invention and totalitarian 
government at the stage of planning. Nor is it only in 
Fascist and Communist states that the government is 
totalitarian, in the sense that it tries to get all the controls 
into its own hands. The Western democracies at their 
present stage of development are gradually transforming 
the liberal conception of government into a social one. 
This is chiefly because the state no longer confines its 
attention. to the .three spheres of legislation, administration, 
and jurisdiction, but is changing into a social service state. 
This change is being rapidly accelerated by the universal 
preparations for war. 

The essence of the change is from the negative safe
guarding of freedom and property to the exertion of a 
positive influence on the process of production and the 
distribution of wealth, as exemplified by the social services. 

The tradition of non-intervention in the Liberal sense 
was abandoned when the state undertook social reforms, 
and indirectly, through taxation, tried to briag about a 
growing equality in income and to transfer property from the 
rich to the poor. Thus every step in the direction of social 
insurance is a breach of the former principle that every 
man should look after his own interests. Social insurance 
is a tremendous advance towards the positive concep
tion of the state. This tendency is strengthened every 
time the state attempts either to. direct the trade cycle 
f:rom the centre or to counteract its ill afects. The various 
forms of subsidy or public· assistance after the collapse of 
great industries or banks, . the different types of currency 
manipulation, together with the encouragement of public 
works, the widening conception of public utility, and the 
rise of the social worker, are symptoms of the transformation 
of the constitutional state into a state based on social service. 
In addition the democratic states, like the totalitarian onei;, 
are exploiting every psycholpgical technique· according to 
plan .. Propaganda, wireless, and recreation are becoming 
a matter of public concern with which the state cannot 
refrain from dealing. • The institution of broadcasting· is a 
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typical example of an opportunity for centralized pro
paganda. However democratically a programme is planned 
in the B.B.C. it has an influence on the leisure of the masses. 
The mere selection of what will be produced and what 
suppressed will have i.ts effect upon the tastes and conditions 
of the people. Owing to the high costs of radio programmes, 
film industries, and recreation centres, the organization 
of leisure passes more and more into the hands either of 
the state or of business concerns. We seem to have the 
choice simply between commercialized or state controlled 
leisure. In this sense a structural change is taking place 
in all countrie~ and unless new possibilities in the use of 
this centralized influence are invented the quality of 
leisure will be reduced to the lowest common denominator 
of the guides and the guided. Compared with the Liberal 
State the modem state, whether one likes it or not, 
has an almost complete power of control and it depends 
almost entirely on its own good pleasure whether it intends 
to take advantage of it and transform its activities into 
public service. During this process the power of the State 
is bound to increase until the State becomes nearly identical 
with society. It is not society which is absorbing . the 
State but. just the other way around. The State is absorbing 
society. If the present trends remain unchecked, the 
State instead of withering away, becomes more and more 
ambitious and powerful. · 

While Parliament regarded its institutions merely as a 
canalization of the forces of social change, the modern state 
will itself regulate the current of these forces. Form.er 
states did not manipulate the economic and social. processes 
which brought about the. change, but the problem of the 
trade cycle involves an attempt at this kind of management, 
For the Liberal state the trade cycle with all its .. effects is 
still an inexorable force· of nature-at most one could build· 
.dams here ·and .there and dig trenches to divert the :flow.;.... 
but for the modem state it is a :field. for experiment~ As 

· soon as the Western states have.taken up this fundamental 
problem of universal security.:.,,..the ·. management of . the 
trade cycle-they will gradually be forced to maniJ)ulate 
all .social control, as .the dictatorships have done from 
the start. They will have to influence the social adva.m:e-

. m.ent .and decline .of different cl.asses and individuals and 
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concern themselves with the psychological effects of un
employment. It is not merely a question of providing credit 
for ruined industries and building houses for settlements, 
but of including the psychological condition of the people 
concerned in their cycle of problems. 

4, Is a Democratic Control of Sovereignty Possible in a State 
which is becoming Totalitarian? The Divergence between 
the Social and Technical and the Political and Practical 
Points of View 

If anyone is unconvinced by these arguments, let him 
remember that the existence of totalitarian states leads 
to preparations for war.1 The next war will be a totalitarian 
war in which every state which refuses to make use of the 
technique of co-ordination will collapse. Competition with 
these states compels the democracies to make use of some, 
at least, of their methods. This again shows us from another 
angle that the modem semi-totalitarian democracies have 
the same basic structure as the manifestly totalitarian states. 
For there is a basic pattern in modem society which is altering 
its very structure. Political organizations are more or less 
efficient experiments for coping with the problems presented 
by the changing structure. Thus the process of becoming 
totalitarian is only accelerated but is not initiated by the 
universal preparations for war. 

The more manifest this common structural tendency 
becomes, the more essential is it to ask : is democratic 
control of the modern state possible now that it has been 
transformed into an organ of social. service, exercising a 
totalitarian supervision over every kind of social control ? 
Or does a totalitarian sovereignty necessarily . involve 
dictatorship ? 

Contrary to the theory. current . in England, that 
democracy and planning are mutually exclusive, we 
believe that democratic control is possible. Out of the 
growing• concentration of social control which · is taking 
place in every state without distinction, a dew.ocratic 
guidance of this control could evolve if. we had a clear 
tb;eoretiaj understanqing of the :fields where intervention 
will be necessary, and are ready to create a favourable 
pu'blic ()pinion. 

1 .Cf. in. the Bi'bliography IlI 2 c, d. 
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There is nothing in the nature of planning or of democratic 
machinery which makes them inconsistent with each other. 
The parliamentary democratic system has worked out a 
method for the concentration of sovereignty which combines 
it with the idea of public control. Thus the wisest tactics 
for democracy and for the defenders of freedom would be, 
not to obstruct planning, but to try to evolve a type of 
planning in which democratic control could be maintained by 
institutional safeguards. This cannot, of course, be achieved 
in terms of the obsolete formula of laissez-jaire, but only 
by an ever more conscious management of techniques, 
with a view to creating and preserving a score for freedom 
and self-determination within the framework of the plan. 

I am far from denying that both the right moment to 
establish these safeguards and their ultimate chances of 
success are not merely questions of social technique but 
largely depend on social and political factors. If invincible 
antagonism between the classes should render such safe
guards worthless, then no technical knowledge will help us. 
But on the other hand it should also not be forgotten that 
even the most absolute power is useless if we have not the 
technical knowledge to show us how it could be most whole
somely applied in the lnterest of the entire community. 

The political theory that we are living in an age of class 
warfare and that social and technical considerations are 
therefore of no importance has delayed the rational dis
cussion of the problem whether planning and democracy 
are compatible. In response to this attitude we must insist 
that the technical problems of society cannot be solved by 
tactics and class warfare alone.1 There is a terrible destiny 
in store for generations who are brought up to believe in 
the false alternatives democracy or planning, no synthesis 
on the plane of theoretical analysis being possible. Thus 
it is essential that in a theoretical analysis like our own, the 
problem of technical feasibility should be clearly distin
guished from political and tactical considerations. Because 
of the instability of our epoch, a combination of factors 
may always arise which may make something politically 
possible which to-day does not seem so. The variety of 
tactical situations is enormous, and owing to these incal
culable factors it would be a mistake to leave the public 

1 See fwther, pp. 341 ff. 
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under the delusion that planning is only possible if it is 
carried out on dictatorial lines. 

In tbe · following section I shall make a sharp distinction 
between political and tactical considerations and social and 
technical ones, and shall try to prove that, in view of the 
essential criteria of democratic control we have already 
discussed, these social and technical factors are compatible 
with planning. 

5. The Political and Technical Analysis of the Criteria of 
Democratic Cr:mtrot in Relation to the Possibility of 
Achieving them in a Planned Society. Discussion of 
some aspects of War and Class War i1i this connection. 

Almost every control we have described 1 could, with 
modifications, be carried over into a planned society. 

To begin with the first criterion, the establishment of 
sovereignty, it is obvious that in a planned state, which 
eo ipso implies a concentration of control, it is easier to 
establish the sovereignty of the state than in a social order 
where some of the key positions have not been controlled. 
It is not the mere existence of sovereignty which creates 
the difficulty, but the question of democratic control and 
of securing the rotation of leading groups. Once this problem 
is peacefully solved, any mistaken policy can be corrected 
by a change in the popular representatives. 

There is in theory no reason why a form of democratic 
control should not be transferred to · a planned society. 
The only way in which a planned society differs from that 
of the nineteenth century is that more and more spheres of 
social life, and ultimately each and all of them, are subjected 
to state control. But if a few controls can be held in check 
by parliamentary sovereignty, so can many. It is a question 
of recasting the machinery, rather than of replacing 
it altogether. For instance, the principle of the separation 
of powers on functional lines can more easily be applied 
to a planned society than to a liberal democratic one. The 
fact that in a plainned society the various spheres of planning 
are interdependent, does not vitiate this principle. In 
other words there is no necessary reason why, in a planned 
society! sov~reignty should take the form of a dictatorship. 

Of course this functional balance, which guarantees that 
1 On pages 331...,$35. 
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no department shall remain independent and go its own 
way, must be subjected to still stronger authority : the 
sovereign powers which direct this co-ordination. In a 
democratic . state, sovereignty can be boundlessly 
strengthened by plenary powers without renouncing 
democratic control. If the liberal theorists persist in 
believing that planning implies the omnipotence of a 
dictator, and are therefore opposed to any type of planning, 
they are just as much on the wrong track as the commonsense 
observers who, seeing that all the existing planned societies 
are dictatorial, conclude that planning and dictatorship are 
necessarily inseparable. There is no discussion more barren 
than one which argues in terms of post hoe, ergo propter hoe. 
Facts in themselves prove nothing, unless a functional 
analysis throws light upon their meaning. Only a functional 
analysis of the compatibility or incompatibility of democracy 
and planning can illuminate existing experiments. But 
we block the way to such an analysis from the very 
beginning if we start with the hypothesis that social reality 
is a system based upon a single principle. Successful social 
systems have always been of the mixed type. And although 
party dictatorship does in fact prevail in the existing 
planned states, it does not do so for functional reasons. On 
the contrary, it can be shown that this party dictatorship 
owes its origin and stability to political factors, and not to 
the functional impossibility of giving the government wide 
powers of action, without a loss of democratic control. 

There are two arguments which tell against the contention 
that parliamentary machinery can continue to evolve in an 
age of reconstruction. The first is the existence of the class 
war and the.likelihood of international wars. According to 
the first theory, the parliamentary system has only been 
successful so far because the class antagonism between the 
ruling groups has never gone really deep ; their conflicts were 
only a sham. But now that a genuine antagonism has 
developed,· the limitations of· the democratic parliamentary 
system will.become only too clear. I wish to emphasize that 
this is.the most serious argument against the possibility of 
:maintaining the democratic system and my discussion of it 
does not aim· at proving that there is no real chance of the 
class war becoming stronger than . any other consideration. 
But what Lwish to stress once more is that this chance, 
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although a very strong one, is only one alternative, and that 
none of the existing classes, given its impressions of the 
working of dictatorship in the last decades, would really 
be anxious to pay the price of a dictatorial system for 
:its absolute victory. If we realize that once a dictatorship 
is established the hope of removing it under the present 
conditions of social technique is very remote, except after 
a war, in the countries which have lost, we shall all have 
a genuine interest in looking more favourably on 
alternative possibilities. In this sense I should like to limit 
the absoluteness of the statement that the class war is 
bound to counteract the development of planning on a 
democratic basis. 

First of all, it is underrating the significance of former 
conflicts to say that the class struggle has so far been merely 
a sham. There have been situations in which the same issue 
which was fought out by revolutionary means in some 
countries, was achieved in others in • the course of an 
evolutionary transformation, and whether or not this 
happens depends not only on the economic wealth of the 
country but also on many other psychological factors, 
among which the belief that things can be settled through 
reform is at least an important one. 

Secondly, from the sociological point of view, there are 
no absolute class antagonisms and the Marxist theory 
takes the marginal situation of an absolute clash as the 
normal one. Classes which in one configuration seem to 
be irreconcilable may march together in another situation. 
Whether they co-operate, or whether they prefer revolu
tionary methods, will depend, among other factors, on 
future chances. and past experiences. And in this context 
it will gradually . become a serious issue for discussion 
whether the losses which · might accrue· from a revolution 
and subsequent dictatorship do not outweigh the possible 
disadvantages of a slower parliamentary adjustment. In 
such a conte# it is once .more usefulto know that there 
is no real incompatibility between dynamic change, brought 
about by class antagonisnl, and parliamentary adjustment. 
A$ to the argwnent lhat in times of international war 
or afterwards only the revolutionary seizure of power is 
likely to be successful, notice must be taken of the changed 
·~ and µ:rilitary techniques opera.ting during and after the . 

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



SOCIAL CONTROL AND DEMOCRACY 343 

war. If such a war were to end in a general disorganization 
of society there would be little difference between winners 
and losers, it is possible that the suppressed classes might 
succeed in carrying through a revolution. But it is also 
pc>ssible that in a state of general chaos military bands 
controlling part of the war machine would establish · their 
pc>wer. Should the war end in stalemate or should some 
nations remain completely integrated, then the diagnosis 
would take a different form. The planning necessary in 
war time would very likely be maintained after the war. 
Certainly there would be no hope of a return to a laissez
faire order. In view of this any war time strategy should 
concentrate, first on· maintaining consistency from the 
standpoint of planning, and secondly on seeing that 
parliamentary control is not seriously diminished. All 
of which proves once more that we have good reasons 
to watch continuously the chances of the evolutionary 
method at any stage, and our attention is once more 
directed to the purely technical analysis of the possibility 
of · transferring the method of democratic control to a 
planned society. 

From the technical point of view the next instance to be 
discussed, the possibility of guarding against a coup d'etat in 
a planned society, or against the use of extra parliamentary 
powers, is considerably simplified in a state where govern
mental techniques have already been co-ordinated. The 
state must be strong enough to defend the parliamentary 

. machinery against attack or overthrow. In every society, 
even in the dictatorships, bargaining and compromise are the 
basis of decision, and care 'is taken to see that· the arbitrator 
stands above the parties. It is doubtful whether in the 
long run, the more primitive and inorganic method of 
representing different interests by gathering them in cliques 
around the dictator, and the forcible cutting of the Gordian 
knQt,. are any more compatible with a rational and com~ 
pletely organized society than the highly balanced system 
of parliamentary gove~~nt. 

The institutional separation· of consensus from• vacillating 
and selfish group interests and the. sublimation of hostility 
into constructive. criticism .. by the parliamentary system 
.are• likely to en.courage the· growth of rational behaviour 
in • modern society. Again. it is not the functional 
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incompatibility of planning and democracy which makes 
the solution so difficult to find, but the political and tactical 
element. 

Further, where planning is concerned with processes 
which were once completely unregulated, such as the 
manipulation of the trade cycle, the disposition of public 
works, the re-education of men and women, the regulation 
of social advancement and the co-ordination of the social 
services, there is a natural tendency in modem society to 
enforce co-ordination and control, and this does not in the 
least imply the discarding of democratic responsibility. 

Finally, the great danger in democracy, which is perhaps 
the strongest impediment to its smooth development, is 
the uncontrolled eruption of crowd behaviour. But even 
that can be averted to a great extent, when we have a greater 
knowledge of mass behaviour and when a greater co-ordina
tion between institutions and psychological influencing has 
been reached-a possibility which did not exist in previous 
societies. 

To sum up, it is much more plausible to say that the 
parliamentary machinery ceases to work, not because the 
class . war and other social maladjustments exist, but 
because the will and the ability to reform is lacking. That is 
to say, we do not provide the social and economic machinery 
for the broader changes in society and we allow social 
institutions and class interests to clash, until these unfettered 
maladjustments become so strong that the political frame
work of . democracy and parliamentarism is too weak to 
hold such a society together. Where controls are rationally 
co-ordinated, the control of controls must sooner or later 
be run on rationalized lines. The democratic. parliamentary 
machinery dearly forms part of this process of rationalizing 
social controls. There is no reason therefore why a form 
of the control of control, which is able to deal successfully 
with a limited number of key positions in the democratic 
parliamentary state, should not be applied to a greater 
number of controls in a manipulated mass.society. 

6. · · The· Discussion of some Social ·. and Technical . Difficulties 
in Transferring Democratic, Parliamentary Controls to a 
Planned Society. 
~ qptiroism wi.th regard to the theoretical consistency of 
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democracy and planning should not blind us to the diffi
culties which arise if the whole machinery of society has to 
be democratically controlled. 

Here I am not speaking of the political and tactical 
difficulties we have already mentioned, which are always 
apt to arise during the transition to a new social order, but of 
the purely technical and functional difficulties, which result 
from transferring these controls to much wider fields of 
society. We shall, of course, deal only with a few of these 
difficulties ; and this, not in the hope of reaching a final 
solution, but from the conviction that the new task of the 
sociologist at least is to discover the fundamental principles 
which govern social organization. Once these principles 
have been discovered, further thought and experiment 
have as good a chance of success as in any other province 
of technique. Technical inventions are always the result of 
the concrete application of elementary principles. If the 
principles clash it is very likely that the corresponding 
empirical processes will clash too. Thus it will now perhaps 
be useful to discuss the difficulties on the basis of principles. 

(a) Can the Ultimate Aim of a Planned Society be 
Democratically Determined ? 

It has often been observed that the greatest obstacle to 
totalitarian planning on democratic lines is.that the ultimate 
aim of the whole plan must be determined in advance. 
From the theoretical and philosophic point of view, those 
who think that it is almost impossible to achieve any 
ultimate purpose in a modern society based on democratic 
principles, are perfectly right. Our age is far too 
individualistic and far too strongly differentiated into 
groups and sects, each aiming at absolutism, to be reduced 
to a single common denominator. Liberal society which 
corresponded to the stage of invention could escape this 
problem in so far as it refrained from determining ultimate 
aims by official regulation. This is the meaning of its 
tolerance in all questions of religion and philosophy of life. 
This too is the reason for the formalization of most moral 
issues in the representative thought of the epoch, under
standing by formalization that kind of thought which 
tries to avoid any decision about the content of moral rules 
and makes the criterion of moral right the idea of formal 
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consistency. Thus, for instance, in the ethics of the age of 
Enlightenment the inner nature of freedom is purposely 
left undefined. No answer is given to the simple question: 
"freedom for what?" Instead, freedom is described in 
negative terms .as the non-intervention of the state in the 
private life of the individual, or in the form of maxims which 
merely limit its range, as in the dictum that individual 
freedom of action is only restricted as far as is necessary 
to prevent it encroaching on the freedom of others. All 
these methods imply that the liberal state leaves both the 
aims of social dynamics and the differences of outlook they 
involve to the social process and so evades the responsibility 
of taking important decisions itself. 

In the dictatorial and totalitarian states the situation . 
. is very . different. There the dictators, with the help of a 
small band of storm troopers, miraculously restored tc:> 
the path of uniformity nations which were threatening to 
drift into chaos through their lack of unified purpose. 
This miracle was brought about, of course, by means of 
concentration camps, standardization, violence, and propa
ganda. Now it is natural for those who value. freedom and 
humanity . to feel that too high a price has been paid for 
this method of creating a single purpose. We must, therefore, 
ask ourselves whether it is not possible to find the mean 
between the two extremes of the absolute indeterminateness 
of social aims and the dictatorial imposition of a closed 
system of dogmas. These dogmas are often merely the 
scurrilous ideologies of the dictator, or of some semi
educated intelle<:tuals among his followers, who before their 
accession. to power· were. known. as cranks. 

It has often been said that the one case where plailliing 
would be possible in . the democratic states is the case of 
war. Th.tm-so runs the aigument_;,..in a time of crisis 
with v:ictory as the goalit would be easy to obtain public 
recogµition. of a single purpose and ~ ultimate value. 
The .question is: Cannot a planned society, especially in 
the present period of transition, work out a. number of 
vital. ~. that. aJ:e clearly determined by necessity. 
l'rith<tut ~ need f&r war ? .. ni.us a problem· which may be 
qmte m,solu,.·. on the• tl:reoretical plane, where all. values 
~t~ at. the present moment-.:stem to be relative, can 

·· ~ ~--a. sol ed. in """..+tr.. The' hiloso ·bical ·dil ,,;;~~~~,,.J' ,· .Vi ... r-..... """"":'. .. . p p . . enuna 
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is considerably simplified by the fact that our whole society 
finds itself in an almost military state of emergency. 

The more obvious the upheavals in the trade cycle become, 
the sooner the incalculable desires of groups and individuals 
will be fused in the demand for security. It is very likely 
that the slogan of a future state will be "security and justice 
first and foremost ", and those who can promise security 
and greater justice will have the proletariat and after the 
recent negative experiences with Fascism, the middle classes 
and the reasonable elements among the organizing elites 
on their side. 
(b) Hierarchy of the Basic Aims to be determined by Practical 

Experience. 
If the craving for security springs from' a long series of 

misfortunes (notably those caused by the booms and slumps 
of the trade cycle), reinforced by a continual dread of war, 
we already have some indications to guide us in drafting 
the simplest regulations concerning these things. The 
manipulation of the trade cycle has definite implications 
in the economic as well as in the sociological sense, and these 
involve a hierarchy for organizing the necessary action. 

Everything connected with the reorganization of industry, 
and the encouragement and discouragement of investment, 
will take precedence, for the effect on the whole cycle is 
more important than the satisfaction of individual desires. 
If military preparations are included in. the scheme, the 
scale of needs will be determined by the supremacy of 
military achievement. It is unfortunate, but this will 
probably be one of the factors compelling the democracies 
to set up a compulsory hierarchy of requirements. The 
same basic situation will result in a revision of opinion on 
two further counts, to which we·tum in the next paragraphs. 
People will learn that consumer's choice is not sacred, and 
the entrepreneur will find that he has more control over 
his. business, if he can be guided in his investments by a 
central plan. 
(c) The Limitation of Consumer's Choice. 

This double manipulation . of economic machinery will 
probably be accomplished by degrees under pressure of 
circumstances without much fuss or propaganda. 

The renunciation of absolute freedom of choice-if it 
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should become necessary-will not weigh too heavily on 
the consumer ; mainly because the greater part of the 
population has never had this freedom of choice and has 
been forced by poverty to buy standardized goods. There 
is all the difference in the world between those technical 
inventions which mark a genuine scientific advance and 
those which merely satisfy the craving for variety. These 
luxuries are always making it necessary to r~organize our 
technical equipment and they will probably have to be 
restricted in some way. The impossibility of predicting 
these constant changes in th.e public taste is at least partly 
responsible for the difficulty of co-ordinating production 
and consumption, and is thus a vital source of maladjust
ment. To create a comparative uniformity of taste will 
involve considerable sacrifices, but these will not seem too 
great, if they can provide greater social security. 

Moreover in a democratic society this reduction in the 
incalculable variety of future consumption, as we have 
seen,1 might be attained by means of an advertising cam
paign, provided that it was carefully co-ordinated with 
production. This is merely to invent a new means of· pro
moting conformity in our basic needs, a conformity which 
only declined in the age of liberalism. Traditionalist ages 
have always understood how to induce people through 
habits and customs to enjoy conformity in dress, food, and 
housing as more dignified than an aimless change. This 
unbridled craving for variety is • not ingrained in hum.an 
nature but is the product of the constant stimulation 
aroused by anarchic competition. In order to make 
additional profits one has to create new wants so that 
existing fashions soon become obsolete. . According to the 
dogmas of liberal theorists, consumer's choice is inviolably 
sacred and on it all progress depends. Nothing could be 
more erroneous. Freedom of thought in intellectual pro
duction is prefectly compatible with the standardization of 
our primary needs. Lippmann has wittily compared the 
position of the consumer in the. Liberal age to a customer 
in a restaurant who can dine a la carte, whereas in a planned 
society he would be forced to put up with .a table d'h6te 
menu~ But there is a· possible compromise. In an 

1· · Cf. • p. 315, where we. discuss certam. aspects of the .same problem as 
· . thef ~ the ~ta.tion of .. direct into indirect controls. 
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intelligently planned society a whole series of menus could 
be provided in every sphere of custom. This avoids the 
chaotic uncertainty of individual idiosyncrasies, and yet 
allows for a relative amount of variation in the different 
types of demand. Events are tending to follow this pattern, 
without attracting much attention. Mass society brings 
mass production in its train, as far as housing, food, and 
clothing are concerned, without necessarily producing any 
spirituaJ impoverishment. We must not lose sight of the 
vital principle that in a democratically planned society it 
is quite possible to draw a dividing line between the spheres 
which must be standardized for the sake of planning, and 
those in which individual freedom may be permitted without 
upsetting the whole plan. It is quite easy to live in a 
standardized house, possess a standardized wireless, and 
drive a standardized car without becoming intellectually 
standardized as well. In the same way a university which is 
housed in standardized buildings, and has an administration 
which works like clockwork, may still be entirely individual 
and unstereotyped in its teachings. It is true that when
ever anything is too carefully planned and organized in 
a society, there is an abstract tendency for this standardiza
tion to become all-embracing. But this only applies when 
we are completely powerless in the grip of these forces. 
As soon as we decide on the limits of our planning, there 
are always ways and means of holding such tendencies 
in check. But people will ask, " Where is the impulse for 
improvement to come from, if not from competition for the 
goodwill of the buying public ? . Until now public opinion has 
expressed itself in terms of prices and·. this is the ultimate 
spur to new invention, and to the production of goods 
which are more in accordance with the general taste." 

I believe this problem, like many others which seem to 
be theoretically. insoluble, can be . solved by a wise com
bination of techniques. I believe that there exist at least 
two social and technical innovations which, when combined, 
will allow the public to decide the future trend of pro~ 
duction, as far asconsumable goods are concerned, without 
ru.nning the risk of iniudicious investment on a large scale. 

To-day we have the Industries Fair. It would be possible 
to invent something similar, where the inventor and the 
contractor could place their new models on show, and a 
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jury of experts, combined with a scientifically conducted 
public ballot, could decide which products should be mass 
produced. Statistics with their i:1'1Pr?ved method_s of 
sampling have sho~'11 that the exammat10n of a relatively 
small number of well-chosen samples rightly reflects the 
opinions and desires of a large number of people.1 

Public opinion must help to determine the departments 
in which production should be developed. It should be 
guided by a committee of experts-not unlike a guild-which 
would only sanction models which were artistic and 
technically perfect, and its judgment could be checked by 
the democratic ballot we have just described. 

Here we come to the point where central control over 
capital will inevitably increase, and certain rights possessed 
by the entrepreneur will be curtailed. These tendencies 
are reflected in the slow transformation of the conception of 
property in modem society. 

(d) Modern Transformation of the Conception of Property. 
The old conception of property as the unrestricted use of 

a thing dates from Roman Law, and was maintained until 
recent times, but is now undergoing a gradual trans
formation. 2 It is becoming more and more obvious that 
the enjoyment of income and interest and the right to 
dispose of capital are two very different things. It is possible 
that in the future things will so develop that by appropriate 
taxation and compulsory charity this unrestricted use 
could be curtailed, and the disposition of capital could 
be guided from the centre by credit control. Foreign credit 
could eventually be controlled as well. If invested capital can 
gradually be directed from the centre into the right channels, 
much can be achieved without resorting to expropriation. 
Faseism is making unwillingly an interesting experiment 
in its unacknowledged expropriation of the capitalists. It 
has managed to socialize tbe power of disposition without 
ejecting the former industrial elite from their· posts. 

Transformation of the original form of capitalism does 
not consist in abolishing the claims of private property, 
but in withdrawing certain functions of the ownership 
of capital from the competence of the capitalists. The 

1 . Tiu, A~ and British Imtituu of Public Opinion Analysissuccess
fwll" prophesied the 1'esults of collling elections. 

• Cf.. i111 the Bibliography I 3 c:. 
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entrepreneur may still retain his organizing function, have 
a relatively higher income, and keep his social prestige, but 
he will be deprived of his power just as the feudal lord was 
deprived of his political power at Louis XIV's court. 
The main difference will be that, whereas in the French 
king's court the nobiHty were compensated for the loss of 
power by the greatness of their prestige, according to 
recent trends of development the entrepreneur will be 
compensated by the new administrative tasks he '!hill have to 
fulfil. Remembering the Russian experiences, where the 
extinction of the older elites and of indispensable experts 
was largely responsible for the general lowering of cultural 
standards and of the quality of production, the progressive 
groups might try to win over rather than to alienate the 
technical and organizing elites. 

(e) Planned Social Advancement and the Extension of the 
Social Services 

On the other hand, should such a development take place, 
it is to be expected that the rising classes will only agree to 
retain parts of the former ruling elite, if constitutional 
guarantees and effective safeguards are provided against the 
creation of an oligarchy, and planning ensures that the 
ablest men rise to the top ; so that within a reasonable space 
of time (if possible in the next generation) the chief 
positions will be allotted solely according to merit. This 
means that wider opportunities must be given for acquiring 
the necessary education, and that professions must ~ 
planned on the basis of supply and demand, so as to prevent 
the growth.of an intellectual proletariat, A numerus clausus 
could be introduced in overcrowded professions, provided 
that it was based not on discrimination against certain 
groups, but on high qualifications and aptitude for the work. 

Parallel with the guarantee for the advancement of the 
ablest and best qualified men, assurance must also be given 
that there will be a minimum standard of living for every
body. Pensions, health, and unemployment insurance must be 
the first tasks which planning undertakes. This would seem 
to be quite possible once the laissez-faire economy has been 
corrected. For the latter is responsible, in the distorted 
form in which it exists in the age of trusts and cartels, 
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for the maladjustments in the economic order. Apart from 
the guarantee that the careers will be open to the talents and 
that fundamental security will be provided, the extension of 
the social services is the very essence of planning, in an age 
in which highly developed social techniques replace the 
older forms of neighbourly help. 

The social services can be called a form of rational adjust
ment. Their object is to bring about the readjustment of 
groups andindividuals who have lost their way in the wilder
ness of modern society. This readjustment was, in the :first 
period of the industrial age, purely external, confined to 
material help, but it is now being extended to cover psycho
logical help as well. It is here that modern society shows a 
growing tendency to interfere with the mental activities of 
the citizen and to proceed from economic to psychological 
guidance; 

(f) Can Freedom in the Intellectual Sphere be Combined with 
Compulsion as to the Basic Conditions of Social Life? 

Dogmatic thinkers tend to answer this question in terms of 
" one thing or the other ". They think that the first step 
towards a planned society means complete interference. 
We, on the other hand, believe that the planner can decide 
where to stop.1 We believe that psychological freedom is 
impossible until fundamental social relationships have been 
organized. Now there are certain basic virtues which are 
essential to the maintenance of a planned society and it is 
necessary that we should use all the resources of our educa
tion to create them. These basic virtues are not very different 
from those which the ethics of all world religions, among 
others Christianity, have held to be vital: co-operation, 
brotherly help, and decency. This education is primarily 
needed to destroy the psychological anarchy of liberal 
capitalism, which is based on the artificial cultivation of 
certain exaggerated attitudes. One of these is the mania for 
competition, which springs not from the desire for objective 

1 . tbls argnm~nt is partly analogous to wh;Lt we have discussed under the 
,h~ •• Limitation of Consumer's Choice " (pp. 347 seqq.). But whereas 
1:'lme the a.:rgument is concerned with the problem of minimum conformity 
~ ta t)le sphere of economic production, we are dealing now with 
the bi.telilectual l!Pkere as such, in which a certain amount of basic con
. ~ty.~ to.ho not incompatible with freedom on a higher plane. 
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achievement and community service, but from sheer self
centredness or very often from neurotic anxiety. A demo
cratically planned society must thoroughly d,evelop the new 
forms of freedom, but once developed it must defend them 
with the same zeal that any society shows in the defence of 
its fundamental principles. Democracy ought to instruct 
its citizens in its own values instead of feebly waiting 
until its system is wrecked by private armies from within. 
Tolerance does not mean tolerating the intolerant. Once 
integration and equilibrium have been achieved in the sphere 
of elementary human relationships, there must be very far
reaching liberty on the higher planes of our spiritual life, 
especially freedom for intellectual discussion. But freedom· 
of thought will not be established merely becauseitisa virtue 
in itself but because the unhampered exchange .of opinion 
is the only guarantee of social progress. It is essential to 
intellectual production that its freedom of action should be 
preserved in planning. It is necessary to go even further. 
Since research needs considerable :financial support, there 
is a tendency for it to be monopolized by a few institutions, 
which cart always exert a certain pressure on the course of 
its development. This inevitably puts the independent 
thinker at a disadvantage, and it is all the more essential 
to encourage free lance activities by stipends. These stipends 
should be allotted by a mixed jury, including a reasonable 
percentage of jurors who do not represent the views of 
official institutions, but do justice.to changes in intellectual 
life which escape these large and self-contained bodies. 
Only those who have worked their way alone unsheltered 
by institutions, and have thus developed a sense of the new 
needs and currents in social life are able to develop the new 
approach which is needed, and to produce thereallycreative 
~centives. · The great institutions which control all the instru-. 
ments of research and have access to the material would, · 
profit by this stimulation, for they are. always in danger of 
reacting in . teqns of . vested interests, of becoming self
sufficient and ultimately. rigid. In the same way v~ 
groups of amateurs can · do valuable work experimenting ·· 
with new. ideas and their effect. upon the public in .. such 
fields as the cinema or wireless where the amount of capital 
invested or the· nature of the technique•in:volved makes the 
central nionop0;ly · of control ~ely probaJ:>le.· One of 
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the greatest merits of a free and democratic ciyilization 
is its readiness to draw on the resources of public talent. 
These devices can easily be incorporated into the frame
work of a planned society. Adult education has made it 
easy to arouse larger and larger sections of the working 
classes and to encourage them to educate themselves. 

Self-education is no longer merely intellectual but also 
religious and artistic.1 Settlements and colonies where 
arti$ts and labourers mix are likely to find new forms of 
self-expression. As a result of this unusual kind of com
munity life, a new valuation of work and leisure 2 will emerge. 
Once fundamental social conformity has been assured, it is 
doubly necessary to provide for plasticity, foresight, enter
prise, vitality, and a new sense of reality. Planning of this 
constructive type, which deliberately creates fresh oppor
tunities and incentives, is not a contradiction in terms, 
but the only genuine form of planning which exists. In 
this context one is reminded of the ancient Brahmins 
who laid great stress on a punctilious observance of ritual, 
but were very tolerant of philosophic doctrines-even 
atheistic sects were sanctioned. The sociological explanation 
is that once a society has become united on the plane of 
ritual or on any other matter which creates basic con
formity, it is all the easier to allow freedom and plasticity 
on a higher level. Now philosophically speaking, the frontiers 
which divide the province of this conformity from the 
province where freedom and initiative are essential can never 
be really drawn. I am the last to underrate the difficulty 
of exactly defining these borderlines or to be oblivious of 
the· questions which immediately arise. Once we try to 
single out these basic virtues we have to decide upon our 
attitudes toward problems like these. Should a society 
have the right·. to impose ascetic laws upon its members 
or are ascetic virtues only linked up with particular religions ? 
Are military virtues to be encouraged or should all citizens 
be brought up in the spirit of a brotherly pacifism ? Even 
if we agree that issues such as these present very grave 
difficulties., it is extremely dangerous to remain · as we do 
com]?letely inarticulate about them. Modern society will 

(Zttrich, 1938, Europa 

7d and.IV 2, 5. 
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have to make up its mind upon these points if it is not to 
drift into chaos. Fortunately such problems can usually 
be solved more readily in practice than in theory. It must 
be remembered that even in the liberal order schools and 
churches were forced to decide these points and never failed 
to reach a decision. Why should not a planned society 
make its own decisions when it has expert advice at its 
disposal and when the social services are there to inform 
it about the effects of its regulations on individuals ? In 
borderline cases it may be accepted as a general rule that 
functional considerations should prevail 1-that is to say 
decisions should be based on principles which estimate the 
value of moral regulations by the contribution they make 
to the maintenance of the social order. If war is threatening, 
heroic virtues will be needed. If consumption outstrips 
production, restrictions, even ascetic restrictions, will be 
needed. And we should not forget that the basic virtues 
are generally a matter of habit and only rarely involve 
careful deliberation and decision in the individual. 

(g) The Necessity Jor Separating Long Range Policy from 
Temporary Issues and for Introducing the Principle of 
Leadership where Rapid Decisions are Essential. 

Although it may not be easy we must make a clear 
distinction between those institutions and programmes 
which refer to the very structure of society and involve a 
long range policy, and those which reflect merely temporary 
and fluctuating changes. The former must be safeguarded 
by constitutional guarantees, so that they will not be 
exposed to passing moods or reversed by a mere plebiscite. 
The various departments of social affairs should be graded 
according to their importance and plasticity. The issues 
which have a bearing on long range policy should be clearly 
separated from those which help to bring about adjustments 
to fluctuating needs. This is the meaning of consciously 
planning social change in a society in which not even the 
dynamic elements are left uncontrolled. 

This sharp division between the minimum amount of 
organization which is necessary for the working of a planned 
society, and spheres where freedom and variety must prevail, 

1. My article, " Mass Education and Group Analysis," m Eaucanng /QI' 
Democracy, edited by J. Cohen and R. M, W. Travers, Lolldon, 1939, 
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is all the more necessary because it is the only way of 
competing with the more conscious policy of the totalitarian 
states and their swifter powers of decision. For this reason 
the principle of leadership should be adopted in certain 
places and in dealing with certain types of affairs. There 
is nothing wrong with the principle of leadership in itself ; 
on the contrary, it is the right method to adopt in dealing 
with the new groups which arise when the older institutions 
have decayed, or in coming to a lightning decision in an 
emergency. It only becomes an evil when it operates without 
democratic sanction or responsibility, or when it seizes the 
opportunity of becoming absolute and ilTemovable. 

(h) Plebiscites in the Age of Mass Society. The Problem 
of the Education of Emotions. 

We must be determined to adapt the genuine principles 
of democracy to mass society, instead of regarding certain 
democratic devices as sacrosanct in themselves. If we con
sider the plebiscitary element in democracy, we are justified 
in saying, after the experiences of the last epoch, that of all 
democratic institutions, it has made the largest contribution 
to the destruction of the system. The plebiscitary principle 
drives people towards what we have described as crowd 
psychology. This crowd psychology is one of the chief evils 
to be feared, a precipice before which democracy stands. 
The mobilization of the entire populace to hold a plebiscite 
in circumstances which are more characteristic of a farce 
than of a turning-point in the national destiny, is one of 
those democratic customs which are apt to become meaning~ 
less, once the social background and the social techniques 
have changed. The referendum was only reasonable when it 
applied to the citizens of a small community. Now since it 
appears inthe guise first given it by Napoleon HI, that of a 
managed display of mass emotion, it no longer has an honest 
part to play in. democratic society. A modem plebiscite 
treats the individual as a spectator, whereas in the smaller 
democratic groups he . was an active and co-operative 
inember pf the comrnune.1 The spectator is known to be 

1 L,indsay, A. D,, .The ESSimtials of Democracy (William J. Cooper 
.F®ndatioµ Lectures), London, 1935, gives a most illuminating ;malysis 
Qi~ ~ <:OUQitions ~ which dem~y originally used to work. 
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completely irresponsible L; he is simply there to see the 
show, and has no intention of weighing the facts or 
grasping the implications of the spectacle. The plebiscite 
has lost its original function; it no longer appeals 
to individuals living in concrete groups, or draws their 
attention to concrete problems, but is addressed to members 
of an indefinite and emotional mass. The purpose of 
democracy is not to play on the emotions of the masses, but 
to prevent the vacillating reactions of popular feeling from 
frustrating the rational and considered opinions of the nation. 

In discussing the merits and faults of the plebiscite the 
new science of democratic institutions should not be too 
dogmatic. Rather it should be thoroughly realistic and 
discuss the changing meaning of democratic principles in 
relation to the new sociological and psychological background 
of a changed society. 

It will then be obvious that the function of the plebiscite in 
the context of a mass society has been completely reversed. 
For it no longer interprets the general will as the expression 
of the considered intentions of the citizens, but is rather 
the result of skilful agitation and a powerful propaganda 
machine. It follows that the democratic principle in mass 
society must be reformed in two directions. On the one hand 
we must surpass the limits of the age of Enlightenment 
and rationalism in so far as we must rediscover the integrating 
significance of emotions in mass society. On the other, 
we must co-ordinate emotion and reason on a new level. 
As to the function of emotion in the new society the 
democracies must learn from the totalitarian states that 
the emotional integration of mass society cannot be effected 
by techniques which were adapted to the democracy of 
little communities, or the democracy of the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries which was restricted to the upper 
classes. But the acceptance of the role that emotion must 
play in modem society will not lead us to accept the spirit 
in which the modem totalitarian techniques are used. For 
that spirit merely utilizes the lowest common denominator 
in the moods of the masses, and confines the co-operation 
of the citizen to fluctuating emotional reactions. For us 
the significance of emotion must be rediscovered in a new 

1 Cf. on the psychology of the spectator in A. Vierkandt's Gesellschafts
khre, Stuttgart, 1923, part 5, § 45. 
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sense and greater emphasis laid on the appreciation of those 
basic issues which ultimately integrate groups, and on those 
fundamental values which are the products of the historical 
life of the community, and on new ideals which aim at the 
just reconstruction of society. 

Fascism is a form of group integration which is mainly 
effective in the emotional sphere. There is no attempt to 
direct this stream of emotion into channels where it could 
join forces with reason, judgment, and responsible action. 
Instead of exploiting these emotions in this way so as 
to choke the development of the intellectual faculties, 
modern democratic education should regard the emotional 
element as a necessary preliminary in the re-education of the 
masses.1 Far from being over-intellectual in outlook as was 
the age of Enlightenment, the modern theory of thought 
acknowledges the significance of emotion in the process 
of discovery and reasoning, and still more in the field of 
group education. 

Tq-day we know that without a certain amount of 
enthusiasm no knowledge can be assimilated, that the 
significance of certain issues can only be realized in the 
context of collective processes, which ultimately have 
their origin in the unconscious strivings of the group. 
This, of course, does not mean that emotion is an end 
in itself or a touchstone of truth, or that group education 
is nothing but an appeal to the emotions. Skilfully handled, 
emotions do not obstruct the evolution of the higher faculties 
of the mind ; their function in group education is ultimately 
to pave the way for reasoned judgment. If our educational 
institutions are co-ordinated and planned they will 
grl;l.dually advance from the emotional stage to a mastery 
of the emotions. The education of the masses, if it is 
democratically planned, does not involve the inculcation 
of a creed, but starts with certain issues where there is 
complete emotional agreement, and gradually passes on 
to a more individual level of critical self-control. 

But it is only possible to start from the emotional 
conformity of primary groups in those democratic countries 
where the disintegration of the groups, and their traditional 
life, has .not gone too far. If it has the task of bringing about 
basic conformity, educational planning will obviously be 
even more difficult. A conscious attempt at community 
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reorganization and the readjustment of disintegrated 
personalities will be needed.1 

Only when that basic integration is achieved will it be 
possible to turn to the task of creating opportunities for 
the growth of personality, and differentiating attitudes. 
Only against such a background will it be successful. In the 
process of that primary conscious reintegration propaganda 
may play a valuable role. For propaganda, if rightly 
understood, does not necessarily mean the inculcation of 
false creeds, but the most successful way of dealing with 
impulses and desires which are not yet embodied in the 
groups in which we live. It is at once the simplest and 
most superficial fonn of reintegration. But whereas in 
fascism the spirit of propaganda imposes itself on all other 
institutions, in a modem planned democracy it should 
represent merely a phase in the hierarchy of , educational 
influences. Its aim should be to capture disorganized 
groups a,nd individual!:l, in order to reorgani~ them as 
quickly as possible, even on the most superficial emotional 
level. But as democracy means the gradual education of 
the people, and the cultivation of judgment and refinement, 
the primary integration should gradually be transferred to 
other educational agencies ; and their various grades 
should be carefully worked, out : not in order to inculcate 
the same doctrine on different planes, but so as to educate 
the individual out of his dependence on mass emotion. Once 
such a re-education has been carried out on a large scale, 
the plebiscite might once more have a real function in 
democratic society. . 

(i) Certain Tendencies towards Objectivism and the 
Decrease of the PoUtica& Element in Modern Society. 

, The recent emphasis upon the plebiscitary element in 
mass society reflects a universal paradox of our age which 
we have already met within another context; The growth 
of organization and the, general , interdependence of 
institutions make .for an increase .in rationality and detach~ 

. ment. On the other hand, ma$ emotions tend to ~p 
away all traces of foresight and ,calculation. 

1 et. in Bibliograplly III 6, III 74,IV 5; 
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Vital as it is· for a democracy that people should make 
their own contribution to the direction of public affairs, it is 
equally important that these contributions should merely 
serve as an indication to the Government, but should not 
in their crude state be immediately put into practice. Much 
depends on whether our new social techniques are capable 
of sublimating and incorporating these genuine impulses of 
the community in the social order. The disastrous effect 
of the interference of mob emotions with governmental 
work presents a problem also to the dictatorial societies 
and they have dealt with it in two different ways. They 
either try to neutralize the desire to take part in the decision 
by making use of every technique for diverting public opinion 
by pageantry and sport, or else they stage " spontaneous " 
demonstrations after the decision has been made. 

Fortunately, modern society has other mechanisms at its 
disposal if only it will use them. For elections may well be 
regarded as a guide only, as an ultimate indication to the 
consulting bodies who have to carry out the public's wishes. 
In this way only the ultimate direction of public affairs is 
to be treated as a political matter and would remain an 
emotional issue, whereas as a general rule the translation 
of this policy into practice would gradually become a 
purely technical matter. 

The reduction of the political element is essential for any 
form of planning, as the continuous flash of emotions 
and group valuations hinders the execution of the plan. 
Thus it is worth while watching all those factors in our 
society which tend to make most subjects non-political, 
once the essential major ·decisions .have been taken. This 
applies particularly to the manipulation of the trade cycle. 
The task. of straightening out its booms and slumps and 
repairing the· damage it has done, is only partly a political 
problem ; it is largely a matter of science and technique. 
It is clear that any intervention from the key positions is 
of political importance in so far as the support lent to some 
groups injures. others, and any compensation for. these 
injuries has still further repercussions. Yet once a com
promi,se has been rel:1-ched on the main questions of policy, 
the problem is far more exclusively confined to its scientific 
and technical aspects than it was in the age of free com
petitWn ; for then society was composed of warring atoms 
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and social machinery could not be adapted to the real needs 
of the case. 

Another consequence of the manipulation of the trade 
cycle will be the spread of bureaucracy and the planning 
of professional promotion, which, in its turn, means a 
decrease of the political element. 

The more the trade cycle makes unemployment (both 
of intellectual and manual labour) the most important issue, 
the more the solution of the problem will depend on the 
allocation of existing posts according to certain principles, 
rather than natural mechanism of competition. 

It is very likely that, owing to the growth of the social 
services, sooner or later appointment boards and vocational 
guidance bureaux will dominate the field. Such institutions 
will not merely be charged with the registration of candidates 
but also with their selection, re-education, and training. 
If these tendencies are not to develop into a new form of 
spoil-system, distributing all the best opportunities among 
party members, much must be done to improve objective 
methods of testing. The demand that the distribution 
should be on the basis of an objective examination of 
candidates must become an important political issue for 
democracy. The old democrati.c principle of equality of 
opportunity and the selection of the fittest will be even more 
important in the future, because in our age the just 
distribution of the existing jobs is even more important 
than in the past. To-day the fear of unemployment 
can be used to blackmail every citizen into a complete 
dependence either on the party machine, or on the state. 
The prevention of such a spoil-system is necessary not 
only because it is u~just in itself, but because by pushing 
achievement into the background it must lead to social 
decay. England is well on the way towards a planned system 
of promotion, for here at least an attempt has been made to 
redress the plutocratic· principle by endowing scholarships 
and by filling at least some important vacancies by 
means of competitive examinations. This system could 
be extended. But if promotion were regulated by objec., 
tive criteria, such as talent and achievement, one of the 
most important provinces of our common life·· would· have 
ceased to be political. If the regulation ·Of the trade cycle 
were gradually to become non-political as well, it would. be 
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possible to maintain that it is only in the first stages of 
planning that everything seems to become more political, 
and that subsequently more and more spheres of life are 
governed by purely functional standards. 

The reason seems to be that in the first phase of planning 
these spheres are political, because all parties are seeking 
for an absolute monopoly of power, using existing arrange~ 
ments solely for the satisfaction of their own limited interests. 
They are willing to plan, but· only in order to secure their 
own advantage. There is nothing new in that kind of group 
egotism, it has always existed in the past, for people have 
always wanted to increase their share of the spoil. What is 
new is that every group now craves for an absolute monopoly, 
and can only achieve its aim by thinking in terms of the 
social machine as a whole. Although at the beginning the 
new trend is completely disastrous, since all sections aim 
at the complete extinction of their enemies, there is a 
faint hope that the inner contradictions inherent in it will 
lead to a solution. 

First of all, the absolutism which makes all parties struggle 
for a monopoly may end in a new balance of power, for any 
marked advance by any one group in that direction mobilizes 
the rest of the population and forces it to c~operate. Then 
the fact that even the dictatorial group has to learn to think 
in terms of the whole social machine makes for the growth 
of the type of mind which-even perhaps after a long period 
of conflict-realizes that in the long run planning· can ocly 
work srnoothly after the more blatant differences in wealth 
and opportunity have been abolished. Such a tendency 
would ultimately transform a class war into a legitimate 
struggle for different schemes of reform. Again, this 
development is not a necessary one, but it is possible. 
Thus it is all the more important to reinforce every tendency 
which is working in .that direction. 

If this theoryis correct, the second phase of planning 
would· gradually diminish. the number of purely political 
issues and matter of fact solutions would prevail. In the 
past this process has already taken place on a smaller scale. 
With the growth of the state-as w~ have seen-many local 
and sectarian interests were subordinated to the advantage 
()fa larger whole. With the growth of a coherent and 
co-,ordinated system of socW. techniques it soon became clear 
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that many petty decisions which once seemed to be a 
question of opinion and aim, were largely dependent on 
the solution of a technical problem of co-ordination. But 
politics have not yet disappeared from view ; they are 
now concerned with the key positions rather than with 
the texture of everyday life. 

A hygienic or sanitary problem is usually solved by non
political means ; it is a question of the best scientific methods 
to employ, and political differences are inconceivable. In 
the same way scientific planrung tends to regard a growing 
number of problems as non-political. But hygienic questions 
were once also regarded from a non-technical standpoint, 
in an age in which the rational treatment of disease and 
the avoidance of infection were outlawed owing to certain 
philosophical and superstitious beliefs. It was impossible 
to come to an agreement as long as any deviations from 
traditional attitudes were treated as heresies. Once it 
could . be proved with scientific exactitude that certain 
processes could avert the danger of infection, only the 
question of values remained-whether life was worth saving 
-and on this question agreement could be reached without 
much difficulty. There is no doubt that the values involved 
in hygienic questions are much simpler than those of the 
social sciences, where political and philosophical implications 
are more closely intertwined with the pure facts than 
anywhere else.1 But it could be shown that the apparent 
impossibility of reconciling this conflict of values is ultimately 
rooted in politics ; and politics-in our age at least-are to 
a great extent connected with the unequal distribution of 
scarce commodities. 

This point of contention will vanish as soon as the whole 
population is provided for and security · is .· regarded as a 
fundamental right, a universal daim on the social services, so 
that everyone is entitled to a fair place in the social scheme, 
according to his merits. The necessity of preventing politics 
from dogging the wheels of . planning is one of the factors 
which, in the long run, makes for equality of opportunity 
in. a. planned society. Plan11ing, therefore, ultimately leads 
to the spread of · democracy in the sense of a fundamental 

1 · Cf. with reference to. the question of the xiature of valuations in the 
natural and social sciences. Kingsley Davis, "The Application Qf Social 
Science to Personal Relations,» Am. Soc. R811., Ap., 1936. 
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equality. Thus planning tends to counteract a danger it 
has itself partly created-the dictatorial monopoly of key 
positions. Both tendencies are inherent in planning, and it 
is a question of policy which should be strengthened. This 
tendency towards equality does not prevent anyone planning 
an unequal distribution of property and power. Society 
can be planned in the form of a hierarchy as well as in the 
form of a democracy. But planning based on the inequality 
of classes or estates probably cannot last long, because these 
inequalities will create so great a tension in society that it 
will be impossible to establish even that minimum of tacit 
consent which is the conditio sine qua non of the functioning 
of a system. 

If we sum up these tendencies we find that in spite of con
siderable difficulties, there is always the possibility of 
adjusting the old principle of social organization to the new. 
We may venture to say that in this process it is utterly 
impossible .to compromise between the old principle of 
laissez-'f aire liberalism and planning, whereas planning and 
detnocracy are not merely compatible but even comple
mentary. From the wreckage of liberalism nothing can be 
saved but its values, among others, the belief in a free 
personality. But its technique, which is based on the 
principle of laissez-faire, is gone for ever. It is impossible 
to take over a social technique which bases its hopes solely 
on spontaneous adjustment between the social forces, for 
our society has left the atomistic stage of small units far 
behind. Thus the old ideal of freedom. can only be attained 
by the technique of planning for freedom. 

Freedom and democracy can no longer be preserved 
through the idle praise of abstract principles by men who 
are entirely ignorant of the social techniques which could 
render them effective,and of the political and tactical methods 
by which they are to be put into practice. If in this 
book we have said more about techniques than about tactical 
issues, it is because, as far as social conditions and social 
techniques are concerned, there is a real chance for sociology 
to make a creative contribution to the reconstruction of our 
society. But. in the field of political tactics it is extremely 
difficult fbr the scientist to make any valid forecast or to 
give any sound advice, for tactics deal with everchanging 
conngurations in th,e struggle for political power. One can 
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give a valid analysis of the compatibility of different social 
systems and techniques, and of their probable effects : but 
even if there is agreement as to aims, one can give tactical 
advice only for a limited period, that is, as long as the rela
tive positions of groups and classes remain constant. Which 
groups would and should co-operate in the class struggle 
and in the seizure or maintenance of power in the inter
national field cannot, as we have seen, be absolutely stated, 
since this will depend on the nature of the enemy and the 
source of the attack. No theoretical considerations could 
indicate what form alliances in a future war would take, 
whereas it is possible rationally to analyse the technical 
issues in the reconstruction of our society. 

The difficulty of theorizing on tactical issues sometimes 
persuades people to become irrational in the sphere of politics. 
They are too ready to assume that politics are merely a 
question of power. They sometimes say, "Wait till we are 
in power-the rest will come of itself." Yet our experiences 
with Fascism have taught us that power without sociological 
knowledge is blind and ends by making society a prison for 
the citizen or by involving us in chaos. If we are going to 
learn anything at all in the decades to come it must be that 
power in itself does not suffice unless it be linked up with a 
scientific as well as a human understanding of the social 
situation. If anything creative emerges from the general 
disillusionment of an age which has witnessed the practical 
deterioration of the ideals of Liberalism, Communism, 
and Fascism, it can only be a new experimental attitude 
in social afiairs, a readines~ to learn from all the lessons 
of history. 

But one can only learn if one has belief in the power 
of reason. For a time it was healthy to see the limitations. 
of the ratio, especially in_ social affairs. It was healthy 
to realize . that thinking is not powerful if it is severed 
from the social context and ideas are only strong if they 
have their social backing, that it is useless to spread 
ideas which have no real function and are not woven into 
the social fabric. But this sociological interpretation of 
ideas may also lead to complete despair, discouraging the 
individual from thinking about issues which will definitely 
become the concern of the day. This discouragement of the 
intelligentsia which may lead them to too quick a resignation 

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



366 PLANNING FOR FREEDOM 

of their proper function as the thinkers and forerunners of 
a new society, may become even more disastrous in a social 
setting where more depen.ds on what the leading elites may 
have in mind than in other periods of history. The 
theory that thought is socially conditioned and changes at 
different periods in history is only instructive, if its 
implications are fully realized and applied to our own 

age. I d h . h . . f In an age of fully deve ope tee ruques t e opllUons o 
the elite are of less significance, though this may cut both 
ways. The ideas of the suppressed minorities will 
automatically lose in relevance but the power of the ideas 
held by the leading elites will be increased in their efficiency. 
For the nature of communism in Russia it was not a matter 
of minor importance which ideas were held by Lenin or 
later by Stalin. Similarly in Germany the ideas of paganism 
or anti-semitism do not spring in their present dimension 
directlyfrom the actual circumstances of society, but depend 
to a very large extent on ideas previously held by the smaller 
or larger groups now risen to power. This fact means, if 
we apply it to ourselves, that the conclusions we arrive 
at in the period of transformation under the existing con
ditions of free investigation and research, will be of greatest 
significance for the period to come, in which the planning of 
society will be carried out by people who have been moulded 
by the main trends of our age. It is true that even to-day 
ideas can create no new worlds by themselves, but it is 
decisive for future events whether or not . sound thinking 
goes on to-day and whether it reaches the ruling elites. 
These considerations tend to make it even more desirable 
in the present period· of reconstruction to consider what is 
the best form of plannin.g and how far it is practicable to 
combine planning with elements of freedom. After a long 
search for abstract principles the time must come when 
more people will · realize, even if they have to· learn it from 
their own distress, that the reconstruction of society is a 
matter.of life and death for every citizen, and that most of 
our calamities can only be removed once we have understood 
that politics form a set of problems which can never be 
solved by prejudice, but only by a gradual and conscientious 
study of society. 

1 
j 

l 
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REAL UNDERSTANDING OF FREEDOM A PRELUDE TO ACTION 

Planning raises the fundamental philosophical question : 
"Is not an ideally planned society a prison, a strait-jacket, 
even compared with the almost intolerable life led by many 
classes in an unplanned society ? In the latter many people 
may be threatened with insecurity, but the individual is stiU 
(potentially at least) a free agent and can cope with his 
difficulties himself. Does not the continual development of 
social technique lead to the complete enslavement of the 
individual? " The question is only too justified, and if a 
human solution of our present problems is to be possible at 
all, an answer must be found. 

It is all the more necessary to consider the possibility of 
freedom in an age of highly developed social technique, as a 
conception of freedom modelled on the preceding age is an 
obstacle to any real understanding of our problems and 
hinders the transition to a new type of action. Both the 
man in the street and the practical politician have vague 
conceptions of freedom, so. that a historical and sociological 
explanation of the tenn is no barren speculation but the 
prelude to action. . 

We are gradually coming to realize that the contemporary 
forces which have led to the development of social technique , 
express the desire of the human mind to control, not merely 
its environment but also, through the latter, itselt Half
hearted techniques lead to tl1e enslavement of mankind; 
fully considered techniques to a higher level of freedom. · 

·It is by no means an accident that .the problem of freedo~ 
has been one of the most recurrent in the history of. religion 
aI)d the philosophy of man. In sp~te of all the efforts whi~h 
have been made to solve it during the course of history, it 
seems .•fo us that the problem of.determinism and free will 
has always been couched in too abstract a form. The • 
philosophies of the past in so far as they deal with the 
subjective aspects of the problem have penetrated into the 
deepest levels of the .self. But the same cannot be said 

369 Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



FREEDOM AT THE LEVEL OF PLANNI.NG 
about the objective aspects. The question " Is man free ? " 
in relation to tbe outside world can only become concrete 
if one does not think of the universe as a whole but 
becomes aware of the fact that the forms of freedom can 
only be formulated in reference to a given society and to the 
social techniques existing in it. The type of freedom which 
is possible in one society cannot be reasonably demanded in 
another, which may have other forms of freedom at its 
command. In short the actual form depends to a large 
extent on the level of social technique and is also deter
mined by the following factors: 

r. The control which can be exercised over social affairs 
within the framework of the existing social structure, 

2. The type of foresight which is possible in a given 
social pattern. 

3. The strength of the desire for a science of government 
at the present stage of development ; by which I mean 
the eagerness of the ruling elites to avail themselves of 
any existing or potential knowledge as to the fairest and 
most efficient methods of conducting social affairs. 

To the abstract approach of a naive mind which conceives 
of freedom in general terms without reference to the C()ncrete 
historical situation, freedom corresponds to the strength· of 
human initiative, the desire to influence social conditions 
which are as yet uncontrolled or uncontrollable. This 
definition is vague, so that the question how far and in 
which form initiative is possible in a given society, can 
receive many different answers accordil\g to the nature of 
the social structure. It is equally indetenninate with regard 
to another question : How far can a definite type of social 
environment. be changed and· where are the best points to 
intervene ? The answer to these. inqmries will again depend 
on the nature of the historical situation. . 

I. should like to give two. simple examples to prove that 
the possible types· .of freedom vary in different societies. 
In.· friendship I call myself free if I. always have the 
opportunity of opposing my partner's wishes. If it. were 
necessary· to . compromise l should· still feel free, provided 
I agr,eed .to this compromise of my own accord. · But I 
~.·· no longer feel free .if my partner got his way by 
. ~ force or 1:>y psychological compulsion, for in.stance 
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by hypnosis. Thus in a fairly simple social relationship 
such as friendship, freedom is expressed in the continual 
opportunity for resistance, in the continual possibility of 
taking the initiative, in the continual process of voluntary 
compromise with the wishes of one's partner. On the 
same level, coercion would correspond to permanent 
subjection, a permanent sacrifice of initiative. 

The situation is quite different if we imagine a small 
organized group. It would be senseless to believe that its free
dom consiste~ in all its members exerting their free· will 
and demanding that every step which was taken by the group 
should always be an unstable compromise between different 
impulses. An organized group can only act collectively if, 
when organized action is necessary, individuals obey the 
prescribed rules. And yet one does not feel that in joining 
an organization a man necessarily renounces all initiative 
and free will, but rather that in spite of the sacrifice of 
unlimited individual freedom, the. distinction between free 
and authoritarian organization can be seen in the methods 
of regulating collective action. In the former,. freedom 
consists in a clear definition of the spheres where complete 
freedom of action . is possible, and of democratic control 
over the rules governing the regulated spheres. But 
we should no longer call an organization free if it made 
continuous efforts to regulate every sphere of action, 
allowing individual members no say in the aim and organiza
tion of .its activities, while its officials were not elected but 
dictatorially appointed from above. This example will 
suffice to show. how senseless it is to translate · o:i;i.e social 
relationship in terms of another,.and to speak of lack of 

· freedom· in· the abstract instead of thinking what. form • of 
freedom is possible in a given social setting. 

In our next example we shall deal with another· aspect 
of freedom. Here too .we shall study the problem at different 
stages of group. formation and in different social settings, 
But. this time we shall · understand by freedom, not so 
much freedom of action but the possibility of self-expre$Sion. 
We should scarcely call a friendship free, if the. stronger 
partner would never· allow. the · other to express his feelings· 
spontaneously. but forced him to act the hypocrite. We 
should say freedom of self-expression existed if there were 
a continual give and take of emotion, an emotional harmony 
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based on a common outlook ; the result of a spontaneous 
discussion of situations and events. 

In an organization emotional freedom of this kind is out 
of the question. An organized group can only function if 
its members have become accustomed to certain institutional 
attitudes from the outset. Obedience to orders is not 
enough, emotions must be subject to control, at least in 
certain spheres. Instead of the complete freedom of self
expression to be found in the first example, education and 
training have produced certain permanent attitudes of 
mind, and therefore in some directions at anv rate, have 
suppressed this freedom. 

At the second stage social relationships have grown so 
complex that institutions are essential, though they can 
still be democraticaliy controlled. But the same principle 
applies, and we can still decide whether an organization 
is wantonly depriving its members of their humanity and 
turning them into robots, and whether emotional control 
has been established by authority or by consent. 

When character building has reached this stage, not every 
influence is regarded as a tyranny, but only those which 
are imposed by a minority without the consent of the group, 
or which interfere with self-expression to an unwarranted 
degree, considering the real needs of that particular en
vironment. In any case freedom of self-expression cannot 
be measured by standards which are transferred from one 
social setting to another. Freedom. in the family is one 
thing and freedom in the playground is another; the free
dom of a religious sect differs from thatof a political party, 
and the social guarantees of freedom must vary in conception. 
accordingly. 

But these sociological variations in the conception of 
freedom only become significant when we consider the 
problem, .not merely in relation to the different groups and 
settings in any given society, but from the standpoint of 
the three stages in the development of social technique, 
which we have already discussed. 

At the stage of chance discovery, of trial and error, 
freedom expresses itself in. direct action on and reaction 
to the stimuli of the surroundings. Lack of freedom is 
felt:H one is prevented from taking the necessary steps to 
sa~fy. one's wishes as they arise. Atthis stage, not unlike 
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an animal which feels hampered when it is prevented 
from using its body as it wishes, man feels his freedom at 
stake when he is not allowed to handle things or people as 
he hoped to do. The immediateness with which freedom 
expresses itself at this stage is not essentially changed 
when man has learnt to use the simple tools. The difference 
is only that by identification with these tools he will feel 
frustrated when he is denied their use or possession just 
as though they were an extension of his body. Although 
the use of the simple tools does not surpass the stage of 
chance discovery, it marks an advance, for the process of 
adjustment is becoming more active. The equilibrium 
between man, his desires and his environment is now 
brought about by altering part of the surroundings instead 
of snatching at any pleasure which offers itself. Any 
obstacle to the occasional alteration of these . surroundings 
is regarded as a threat to freedom. 

In the process of this active adjustment to the surroundings 
we pass to the second stage-that of invention. Owing to 
an accumulated knowledge of tools and their combined 
uses we can set more and more intermediate ends and means· 
between ourselves and some ultimate . goal which might 
still be very vague. At the stage of invention we learn to 
make ourselves more and more independent of natural 
conditions as they happen to occur, so that this increased 
command over intermediate aims becomes the most vital 
expression of our freedom. An employer, a :man of property, 
a bureaucrat and a general have greater freedom than 
their subordinates because. they can determine both. the 
aims of an enterprise and the methods of achieving them. 
Apart from freedom to decide one's own destiny and dispose 
of one's own property, freedom will depend on the influence 
one is able to exert in determining the aims which are to 
be realized by collective action. 

Technique, while freeing us from the tyranny of nature, 
gives rise to two new forms of dependence. . All progress 
in technique is bound up with additional social organization. 
If I use better weapons in a hunting expedition or irrigate 
the soil. to make it more fertile, the necessary preliminaries 
such as the production of the weapons or the construction 
of canals can only 1:>e completed by means of a collective 
division of labour. Thus no sooner has technique made 
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me independent of nature than it subjects me in the same 
measure to the inevitable social coercion which co-operation 
entails, 
. But there is another reason why technique is apt to pro
duce a new form of determinism. It has an unintentional effect 
upon the choice of ends, and ultimately on the psychology 
of mankind. The first step towards the technical alteration 
of the surroundings, the first impulse which led a man 
for instance to collect leaves in order to make a comfortable 
bed, instead of going to sleep on the bare ground or· in the 
nearest cave, had immediate reactions. Man has begun a 
series of actions which have made him more delicate and 
this process of civilization has changed him. When we 
consider the fact that every invention has helped. to change 
mankind, it soon becomes clear that our own age is not 
the first in which man, in changing his environment, has 
changed himself. He has always done it quite unconsciously 
in the past. The more we consider the history of this process 
the more obvious it becomes that the formation of character, 
even in the past, was in no way exclusively dependent on 
the inner development of the individual. The cumulative 
effect of civilization alters, not merely our relationship to 
nature, but our own character as well. 

At the second stage (that of invention), .a far more 
complicated " second nature " replaces the first. This 
"second nature" is technique-and the organized relation
ships which the mastery of technique demands. The more 
technique frees us from the arbitrary force of circumstance, 
the more we are entangled in the network of social relation
ships we have o.urselves created. From the human point 
of view this " second nature " is no less chaotic and menacing 
than the first, as long as these relationships cannot be 
grasped ·in their totality and therefore controlled. It is 
immaterial whether man be destroyed by hunger and 
earthquake, or by social maladjustments leading to war 
and revolution; the effect is just the same, although the 
original calamity was due in the first case to natural; and 
in.· the second to social,. causes •. · The course of events· as a 
. \Vholeis unpredictable, just as natural events were unpredict
able before they .had been studied. We are free to produce 
and manipula~e individual tools, or to devise certain 
organizations and then work them out in detail, but we are 
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powerless at this stage both theoretically and practically 
to master the cumulative effects of mass psychology or of 
the trade cycle, or of maladjusted institutions. 

In this context too it is clear that the meaning of freedom 
varies with the situation and that freedom in man's direct 
struggle with nature is something entirely. different from 
freedom in his struggle with "second nature". At the 
level of the :first man is free if he can adapt himself 
immediately to a given situation. He is in full possession 
of his freedom as long as he is confronted by absolutely 
chance conditions, but if anyone prevents him carrying out 
bis own experiments with the situation he feels thwarted. 

This direct sense of freedom, of not being thwarted in 
making one's adjustments, can still be maintained when 
further stages in the development of social . technique 
produce new forms of determinism and also of freedom . 

. This primary freedom will remain, in spite of a more 
complicated social structure, as long as men are bent on 
carrying out their immediate wishes and on :finding 
spontaneous founs of self-expression. At the stage of 
invention the test of freedom is not mere spontaneity, 
but the desire to create conditions where social adjustment 
is possible instead of simply accepting things as they are. 
One feels free when one can make or choose. one's own 
material or set up an organization with certain definite 
aims in view or at least take part in its administration; 
in short, when one is free· to invent. For the sake of this 
freedom men are willing to ·forgo their ·primary liberty of 
action. They do not feel frustrated if they have to take 
the necessary mechanical steps. to make an institution work. 
or give up certain forms. of self-expression, · provided that 
they have a right to determine the aims in view or to have 
a voice in determining them, They allow educational and 
religious institutions to exercise a deliberate influence over 
the character and systematically to inculcate habits and 
ideals which are not the result either of trial and error ot of 
a process of spontaneo1:1S growth. Of course there is nothing 
new .in letting oneself be formed by institutions, .for mallldnd 
has. always been moulded by customs and. habits, but .in 

· the past this has been .due to the irresponsible and invisible 
hand. of history. The de<tlsive factor at the present time is 
that isolated institutions such as schools and training 
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colleges are deliberately established for a purpose. But the 
regulation of this vast interplay of institutions has never 
been attempted and at the second stage would be regarded 
as sheer audacity. 

Although. this unregulated mass of institutions is as 
impenetrable and as uncontrollable as nature itself (if 
on a. different plane) men accept this determinism with 
tb.e same resignation as they accepted the impossibilitv of 
controlling natural forces at an earlier stage. If men who 
had been moulded by the educational tendencies prevailing 
at the stage of invention had been told that by co-ordinating 
social institutions they could bring order out of chaos, 
they would have felt that this was not merely a foolhardy 
suggestion but an attack upon the freedom of mankind. 

Although the blind play of .social forces is destroying 
humanity they regard this destruction as part and parcel 
of their freedom, simply because it is anonymous and 
directed by the invisible hand of history. At an earlier 

. date complete subjection to the caprices of nature was 
regarded as essential to individual freedom. Uncivilized 
man feels that his freedom is threatened when a doctor 
saves him from the blind forces of an epidemic by inoculation. 
It cost a tremendous effort to convince men at the stage of 
chance discovery that they could be free if they would 
make full use of technical devices to challenge the powers 
of nature; · and it will require a thorough re~education to 
convince them that to combat the blindness of the social 
forces by the help •Of human regulation will make man 
freer than he has been before. The new forms of freedom 
will always .be rejected until men have been spiritually 
prepared for them, and cease to think in terms of an earlier 
phase of. social e~stence. 

The new conception. of freedom creates the desire to 
control the. effects •Of · the social surroundings as far as 
possible. · This is no mere daydream,. it is based on the 
fact that enormous advances . in social technique allow 
· ~s to µrlluence. the conduct of social affairs from the key 
positions, according to a definite plan; Once.we hav:e realized 
this, our · oµtlook on life will change, · and we shall . feel that 
,rhile this chaotic tangle of institutions continues we are 
n~ l,ooger .free. In order to clear up this confusion we must 

,.Jpe;,~toforgo oqr·fonner liberties, just as.we were·in 
"<'i -,'. ,,·:, ' ' • • '. ' ' 
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passing from the first stage to the second ; provided that 
in doing so we gain control of the entire social environment. 
In many spheres we have abandoned those forms of freedom 
which allowed the individual to use his inventive powers 
as a means to his own ends, without considering the 
consequences for society as a whole. The sacrifice of this 
primary form of freedom will lead to our complete enslave
ment unless we are willing to accept the further implication 
of it and thus strive to regulate the entire social network : 
that is, to regulate all social relationships so as to secure 
the collective freedom of the group in accordance with a 
democratically recognized plan. From now on men will 
find a higher form of freedom in allowing many aspects of 
their individual lives to be determined by the social order 
laid down by the group, provided that it is an order which 
they themselves have chosen. 

At the stage we have just reached, it seems to be greater 
slavery to be able to do as we like in an unjust or badly 
organized society, than to accept the claims of planning in 
a healthy society which we ourselves have chosen. The 
realization that fair and democratic planning does not 
involve the surrender of our freedom is the mainspring of 
those arguments which show that an unplanned capitalist 
society is not the basis of the highest form of liberty. 

It has rightly been pointed out that the " liberties " of 
liberal capitalist society are often only available to the rich, 
and that the " have-nots " are forced to submit to the 
pressure of circumstances. The real representative of this 
society would be the free workman, who had the right to 
sell his labour in a " free " market, or if he preferred, to 
give up the struggle and starve. What is the use of freedom 
in teaching and learning to a poor man who has neither the 
time nor the means to acquire the necessary education ? 
What use is the freedom to choose our own philosophy of 
life, to form our own opinions, if the sociological mechanisms 
of our society create insecurity, anxiety, neuroses, which 
prevent us from making sound and rational decisions ? 

Those who cling to the forms of freedom which were 
current at the stage of invention retort : " What use is the 
best social order if it is simply imposed on the individual 
and he cannot escape from it ? What use are the wisest of 
institutions if I am not free to live my own life ? I would 
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rather work out my own solution, however inadequate, 
· to a difficult state of affairs, than be forced into the mould 

of a situation, however skilfully designed." 
This antagonism dearly shows that the question is only 

insoluble because the concept of freedom of the second 
stage has been applied to the third. It is just as impossible 
to want a rational and planned society without foregoing 
the luxury of arbitrary interference, as it was for the 
individual at the stage of invention to preserve his desire 
for an absolute spontaneity of adjustment. 

The guarantees of freedom are entirely different at the 
three stages. At the first stage freedom is really equivalent 
to freedom to escape. The possibilities of :fleeing from a 
tyrant, of taking one's head out of the noose, of escaping 
direct pressure, these are the most obvious marks of freedom. 
At the second stage where an increasing number of isolated 
institutions fill up the framework of society and where 
each is allowed, broadly speaking, to go its own way, the 
most vital guarantee of freedom consists in playing off 
these institutions against each other. This is reflected in the 
political theory of checks and balances. At this stage the 
balance of power seems to be guaranteed by the mutual 
supervision and control of individual institutions. Where 
there is no higher authority to which all lesser powers are 
subject, freedom can only .be guaranteed by a balance of 
more or less subordinate authorities. 

At the third stage, that of planning, freedom cannot consist 
in the mutual control of individual institutions, for this can 
never lead to planned co-operation. At the highest stage 
freedom can only exist when it is secured by planning. It 
cannot consist in restricting the powers of the planner, 
bu.t in a conception of planning which guarantees the 
existence of essential forms of freedom through. the plan 
itself. For every restriction imposed by limited authorities 
would destroy the unity of the plan, so that society would 
regress to the former stage of competition and mutual 
control. ·. As we have said, at the stage of planning freedom 
can only be guaranteed if the planning authority incorporates 
it in. the plan itself. Whether the sovereign authority be 
an individual or a group or a popular assembly, it must be 
wmpelled by democratic control to allow full scope for 
freedom in its plan~. Once all the instruments of influencing 
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human behaviour have been co-ordinated, planning for 
freedom is the only logical form of freedom which remains. 

This must be carefully considered, for it would be easy 
to adopt the wrong tactics if we continued to think that 
freedom could be guaranteed by limiting the unity of the 
plan, instead of insisting that constitutional guarantees· of 
freedom should be included ;in the plan itself, and that 
real political safeguards should be established for its 
maintenance. Where the key points of a society have 
already been determined, freedom can only be secured by 
strategic direction from the key points and not by their 
destruction. 

As soon as the problem of freedom-as opposed to laisser
Jaire-is seen to consist in the creation of free zones within 
the planned structure, the whole question becomes more 
detailed. Instead of the unified and abstract conception, 
concrete issues arise. The various historical interpretations 
of freedom, freedom of movement, freedom of expression, 
freedom of opinion, freedom of association, freedom from 
caprice and tolerance are all special obligations which must 
be met by the new society. For naturally the advent of 
planned freedom does not mean that all earlier forms .of 
freedom must be abolished. We saw in the former parts 
of the book that an advance to a higher social level does not 
exclude the preservation C>fformer types of action, thought 
and freedom. On the contrary, the planned retention of 
ancient liberties is a guarantee against exaggerated 
dogmatism in planning. We have learnt to realize that 
even when society has passed to a new stage in many 
spheres of its existence, some of the old forms of adjustment 
could still· continue. Wherever it is possible and the plan 
· is not endangered every effort must be made to maintain 
the primary form of freedom-freedom for individual. 
adjustment. This. was legitimately retained at the stage of 
invention, and in spite of an increasing mechanization, it 
helped to preserve vitality and strengthen initiative .. Thus 
one of the •guarantees.of freedom in a.planned society will 
be the maintenance of the individual capacity for adjustment. 
In the same way the freedom achieved at the second stage 
of invention must be retained in a planned society whereveI' 
possible. Constitutional provision must be· made . for the 
creation of new institutions through the initiative of small 
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groups, in order to supply the needs of local circles rather 
than those of the centralized bureaucracy. It is one of 
the greatest advantages of the Anglo-Saxon tradition. that 
most public institutions, · such as· hospitals, schools, and 
universities, are not maintained by the state but are forced 
as a rule to be self-supporting in order to prove the necessity 
for their existence. This principle of corporate initiative, 
these conceptions of the responsibilities and risks which 
must be borne by small groups, are characteristic of the 
stage of invention and are genuinely sound. They may 
mitigate exaggerated tendencies towards centralization, for 
this technique is a safeguard against bureaucracy and helps 
to keep the planning authorities in touch . with actual 
conditions. Of course once society has reached the stage 
of planning separatism and local autonomy cannot be 
allowed to have the last word as at the stage of invention. 
Although even in the future corporations must take the 
initiative in suggesting new institutions, centralized control 
is essential, in order to criticize any tendencies which are 
likely to clash with the plan as a . whole. This criticism 
might easily lead once more to an arbitrary bureaucracy, 
which under cover of objective criticism would oppose the 
natural growth of these institutions. 

But this. can only happen if there is no power greater 
than bureaucracy, for the problem of the democratic 
constitution of a planned society mainly consists in avoiding 
bureaucratic absolutism. 

It all depends on whether we can find ways of transferring 
democratic, parliamentary control to a planned society. 
If this control is destroyed in the effort to establish a planned 
society, planning will be a disaster, not a cure. On the 
other hand,.planning under communal control, incorporating 
safeguards ofthe new freedom, is the only solution possible 
at the present stage of social technique. The chances of 
achieving this new society, to be sure, are limited. It is 
not absolutely predetermined. But this is just where our 
new freedom begins. We have seen that the quality of 
freedom .·Wines not ·only. ·with the ages, but .within the 
boundaries of a .single society which gives different. scopes 
to 1iberty of action. ·· Our present society provides for one 
kind of freedom within the network of established relation-
ships. Butit offers us freedom of another degree outside 
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them-in those spheres where our world is still in the 
making. 

Within the framework of established relationships we 
can only gradually alter small details, burdened as we are 
by the pressure of that interdependent system which too 
often gives our acts only the scope of the mason replacing 
old bricks in a wall that is already built.. But there is a 
space round the wall where new things have to be done, 
where new activity from key positions is required. Here 
as much spontaneity is demanded of our actions as in the 
.first stage where primary freedom reigned. Here is scope 
for the pioneer, for in face of future possibilities each of 
us must choose what he .would. strengthen, what he would 
overthrow. Thus human freedom is not extinguished 
when we reach the stage of mass society; on the contrary, 
this is where its genuine vigour is needed. If we are only 
willing to contemplate that sector of life in which it is 
required, we shall see that the man of to-day has far 
more freedom in the getermination of his destiny than the 
unsociological etl-iics of the· past would have us believe. 
Why search the past with a romantic longing for a freedom 
that is lost, when that freedom is now ready to come into its 
own.if we only have the courage to see what must be seen, 
to · say what must be said, to do what must be done ? 
Rightly understood, recent tendencies towards a mass 
society, and our ever increasing awareness of the determinism 
of sociological factors do not release us from responsibility 
for the future ; responsibility increases with every advance 
in the course of history, and has never been greater than 
it is to-day. 

FINIS 
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319, 344; its psychology, v. 
psychology 

Culture, 65"; 88, 93, 96, 100, .102, 
113 ; social factors making for it, 
79-85 ; its local, regional, .and 
national patterns, 93, 106; its 
valuation, 100; its ideals, 271 ; 
its ideological vindication, 9 
291, 296, 328-331 ; v. also con

Custom, 150, 253, 263, 277, 289-
venti011$, iolkways, mores 

Cycle, economic, 157; of events, 
153,211 

Cyiucism, 73 
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D 

Decentralization; 320, 325 
Defence mechanisms, 30 ; in 

different scientuic disciplines, 28 
Definitions, formal, 167 
Deflection, v. instinct 
Dehumanization, 135, 313, 319-320 
Democracy, 45, 71-3, 97-8, 101, 

114, 246 ; and elites, 89-90 ; 
and planning, 326, 338-341, 343; 
and criticism, 106, 110; its 
ideological vindication, 9 ; and 
education, v. education 

Democratization, 44-9, 71-2, 108, 
n. 1, 199 : negative qualities, 
71, 85, 88, 92 

Density of events, 157 , 
Department stores, 315, 321-2 
Derivations, 52 n. 
Description, exact, 165-6: com

parative, 166: artistic, 166, n. 1 
Despotism, 44, 108, n. 1: and 

dictatorship, 113. 
Destruction, will to, 73 
Determinism, 340, 363 
Dialectic, 178 
Dictatorship, 8, 14, 62, 80, 106-113, 

117, 243, 256, 292, 295, 334-5, 
341-2: and planning, 8, 108-9, 
340-1 ; and criticism, 14, ,112-13: 
its social techniques, 260 ; and 
education, v. education 

Direct compulsion, 273 
Discipline,256,258 
Discovery, v, chance discovery 
Disintegration, social and personal, 

34, 73, 79, so. 117-19 . 
Disproportionate development of 

human capacities, 42-4, 49, 59, 
73 

Distancing, 19 . 
Distril;,ution; process. of, 65 
Division of labour, 20, 47, 55, 72, 

126, 180, 153, n. 1, 155, 170, 174, 
208, 228-9, 244, 269, 286, 373 ; 
asa ll0Cial control, 306-7 

Division of social funotions, 43-4, 
170,208 · 

Domination,321 
Dreams, mterpretation of, 219 
Drives, 53, 122 ; sse also instincts 
Duties, 167 

. E . 
Economics, 15-16, so, 163, 24g.;.2so; 

270; 281, . 314, 831 ; classical, 
153 f V, IJhO laissez faire, fl1)hereil, 
their aeparation . 

Education, 66, 99, 101, 114, 123, 
195, 204-5, 222-4, 242, 253, 261, 
271,278,291, 351-2: adult, 261; 
group, 358 ; mass,· 114, 139 ; 
changes in its methods, 805-6, 
312 ; in democracy, 312 ; in 
dictatorship, 263 

Efficiency, its varying concepts in 
the social sciences, 266-7 

Egotism, 51 ; of groups, 362 
ltiltes, 45, 59, 73, s2.,;95, 314, 351 : 

their classification, 82-4 ; their 
functions, 83, 96, 227 ; principles 
of their selection, 86-7, 95; (blood 
principles), 89-90; (Property 
principle), 89 ; (ischievement 
principle), ag.;.91 : sss also masses 
and intelligentsia . 

Emotions, 218, 312; their signifi-
cance,.257-360 

Empiricism, 9, 185, 231-2 
Endocrinologist, 121 
England, 61 
'Enlightenment, 39, 105, 198-9, 224, 

292, 346, 358 
Environment,.261, 286 
Equality, 92, 314 
Escape, 49, 73 : individual chances 

of,49, 157, 160,n.1 
Eskimo, 124 
Establishment, and planning, 191-2, 

223 
Europe, cultural community of, 94 
Evolution, organic, 94 ; theory of, 

18 . 
Exchange, techniques of, 65 
Executive, 332 
Expectations, range .of, 17g.;.1so, 

f83, 189, 281 
Experiences, spontaneous, 314 
~ental schools, 225, 306 
Experimentation, 1~180 

F 
Fair play, 263 
Family, 166, 171~2 
Fanaticism, 198 
Fashion, 289 
Fascism, 92, 120, 181,309,336, 358, 

363 ; its psycholo~cal implica
tions, 130 ; its ideology and 
practice, 216 ; its . relation to 
behaviourism, v. Behaviourism · 

FataJisi:n;.190 . 
Fear, U7, 19a, 279, 314 ; v. also 

anxiety .. 
FendaUsm. .46, 276, S83 
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Field structures, 287-9, 300, 306-6, 

319, 329-330; as means of 
influencing beha.viour, 296-9 

Field work, sociological, 119 
Fighting instincts, 122-3 
Fixation, 122 
Folk-lore, 292-3 
Folkwa.ys, 118, 134, 291-2 ; v. 

t.lso • customs, mores, conven
tions 

Force, use of, 65, 180 ; v. also 
coercion and violence 

Foresight, :range of. 68, 149--150 
France, 61 
F1eedom; 56, 89, n. 1, 109, 136, 

160, 244, 263, 326, 331, 334-6, 
352, 369 ; of thought, 34S-9, 
353; a.nd democracy, 353; its 
di/ferent aspects, 270-2 ; . its 
sategna.rds, 339, 378; its his
torical interpretations, 379; at 
the stage of chance discovery, 
372-8 ; at the stage of invention. 
373-4 ; at the stage of planning, 
~1 ; a.s a.n ultimate value, 
5, 106, 346; its ideological 
vindication, 9 . 

French Revolution, 94 
Functionalism, 240 

G 
Generalization, 276 
Germany, 13 
"Gestalt" theory, 170, n. 1 
"Gleichscbaltung," 262; v. also 

Co-ordination 
Gov1m1ment, 327 passim ; · as a 

control of controls, 326-7 ; at 
the stages of chance discovery, 
invention, a.nd planning, 328 ; 
its sociology, 274 

Groups, 97, 107, 134, 246, 250, 287, 
343 ; leading, 72 (v. also elites) ; 
primary, 277; primitive, 269; 
then- valuations, 360 ; their 
institutions, 297 ; v. also educa
tion, mass, and crowd 

Group solidarity; 68, 70-1 
Growth, concept of, 39 
Guida.nee, socia.1,-168 ; its standard

ized forms, 301. 
Guilds, 159-160 
Guilt feelings, 148 

H 
Habits, 253, 261, 277--'d, 289, 314, 

330 ; their systema.tic inculca.• 
tion, 375; of thought, v. thought; 

v. also conventions, custotns, 
:folkways, mores 

Hegelianism, 177 
Heredity in bureaucracy, 48 
Hierarchy of principles, 250-1 
Historian, 17, 65, 177; his post 

mortem approach, 188 
Historicism, 177 
Historical sciences a.s opposed to 

natural sciences, 11 
Historiography, 147 
History, 163; n. 1, 147.; its different 

interpretations, 187 (economic 
interpretation, v. Marxism) 

Homo economicus, 161,248,329 
Hordes,288 
Horde solidarity,· 68 
Human na.ture,. its changing con

cepts, 11, 17, 66, 87, 121, 200; 
v: also character; behaviour 

Humanism, 93, 95, 271 
Human affairs, their technical 

management, 242 

I 
Idea.s, 207, 209, 225 ; and the 

social process, 10-11, 231-2 ; 
their sociological interpretation, 
365 

Id.eological vindication, v. culture, 
freedom, democracy 

Ideology, 29, 52, n. 1, 279; socio
logical conditions for its un
masking, 129 

Imagination, 118 
Imitation, 283 
Impulses, 52, 55, 56, 62-6, 122, 

359; their sublimation, 87, 96, 
316 

Incentives, 16, 254 
Individual, 137, 161; 8.nd society, 

17, 65,269; (liberal), 210; (mass), 
359 ; its optimism and pessimism 
in terms of the common . social 
situation, 25 

Individualization, 70, 320 
Industria:li.za.tion, 48, 55, 5&-9, 

71-2, 104-5 
Inferjority feelings, 94, .n. 1, 1-48 
Irula.tion, 59, 87 
Inhibitions, 279 
Initiative, 84, 265 
" Inner Life," 317 
Insecurity, 125 seqq., 240, 377 ; 

collective, 125 ; social, 128 ; un
organized, 129-132, 137 ; organ
ized, 135-7; v. also security 
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Instincts, 121-2, 127-8, 130,; their 

canalization, deflection, substitu
tion, platonization, sublimation, 
etc., 122 

Institutions, 81, 106-7 n., 114, 
122-3, 151, 155-6, 194, 253-4, 
257, 270, 275, 291, 329, 337 ; 
and culture, 81 ; and psychic life, 
120, 122-3 ; their interdepen
dence, 359 

Institutionalization, 107 
Integration, social, 13, 15, 61-2, 

162; social, 31; cultural, 93-4 
Intellectuals, v. intelligentsia 
Intelligentsia, 60, 83 n., 107, 136, 

210, 254, 292, 315 ; plebeian, 
89, n. l ; their proper function, 
81,365; their sociology, 81, 98; 
v. also elites and proletarianiza
tion 

Interaction between economic and 
non-economic techniques, v. tech
niques 

Interdependence, of sociological fac
tors, 35, 44, 50 ; of social 
events, 175, 212, n. 2; of 
sociological and psychological 
mechanisms, 119, 162; of" pure 
spheres ", 172, 184 

Interdependent, method of investi-
gation, 234 ; thinking, v. thought 

Internationalism, 93 
Introspection, 147 
Introversion, 83-4 
Intuition, 170, 323 
Invention, stage of, 151 (definition), 

234, 320; its one dimensional 
character, 153; v. also thought, 
action, freedom, government at 
the stage of invention 

Irra.tionalism, 39--40, 62, 198, 235 ; 
legal, 181 ; political, 365 ; V. 
also irrationality 

Irrationality, 39, 45, 138, 170, n. 1, 
181, 189 ; various meanings, 51 ; 
substantial, 67-9, 117; func
tional, and the masses, 61, 67-8 ; 
and politics, 64-5; v. also 
:rationality 

Isolation, 19 

Jesuits, 122 
Jews, 129, ·136 

J 

Jewish prophets, 138 
Jurisdiction, 271 
Justice, social, 91 ; as an ultimate 

value, 106 

K 
Key positions, 153-4, 194, 202, 

231 ; their monopoly in dictator
ship, 363; psychological, 281; v. 
also planning 

Kindness an English trait, 323 
Knowledge, sociology of, 52, n. 1 

L 
Labour, manual, its enf&rcement in 

different phases of history, 271-2 
movement, 199; v. also division 
of labour 

Laissez faire, principle of, 13 n., 
80-1, 108, 250, 251, 264, 329 
leading to chaos, 4 

Language, animal, 131, n. 1 
Law, 277,328 ; its formal character, 

99, 180-1 ; v. also legal system, 
legislature, jurisdiction 

Leadership, 19, 37, 137-8, 327 ; in 
Fascism, 216 ; cultural., 102 ; v. 
alsr;, elites 

Legal system, 308 
Legislature, 271, 332 
Leisure, 83, 102, 159, 245, 345; 

and the masses, 317, 337 
Liberal democratic machinery, 5, 

59, 80 ; its failure, 4-5, 106 
Liberalism, 114, 157, 211, 209, 331, 

364-5 ; its negative qualities, 85, 
106, 109; as a phase of transi
tion, 160 ; and constitution, 329; 
and freedom, 263-4 

Liberties, v. freedom 
Libido economy, 220, 317 
Life organization, 128; v. aJso career 
Life plan, 104, n. 2, 181 ; v. also 

career 

M 
Ma.chivellia.nistn, 71 
Magic, 137, 190 
Maladjustment, collective, 304 
Man, 39 n., 57, 71, 121, 137, 196, 

199, 216, 296, 374; types, 15--16, 
105, 118, 284; in the street, 
65, 92, 121, 181, 254, 316; v. 
also individual, character, human 
nature 

Ma.prism, 18, 20, 21, 138, 177, 
242-3, 247, 387, 342 

Masochism, 129, 263 
Mass,. 45 ; .. democracy, 97-8, 250 ; 

dictatorship, 262 ; behaviour, 59, 
62, 98, 107, 255, 288-9; psycho
logy, 34,. 60-1, 97, 107, · 335; 
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psychosis, 45, 73; suggestion, 
109; society, 78, 81, 92, 106-8, 
250-1, 277 ; (its mechanisms), 67 ; 
(American), 255 ; and elites, 59 

Measurability in the social sciences, 
185--6 

Mechanisms, 289, 307 
Mediation, 21 
Mercantilism, 331 
Matriarchical society, 218 
Mendicant orders, 317 
Middle classes, their cultural 

influence, 102-3, 105 ; their 
destruction, 87, 91, 99 

Migration, 93, 253 
Militarism, 96, n. 1, 135-6 
Minority culture, 260 
Minority democracy, 250 
Monopolycapitalism, 106, 136, 181 
Morality, 43-4, 67-8, 253 ; and 

politics, 71-3; dual, 72-3; new, 
15 ; its formalization, 345 

Mores, 296 
:Motives, 16, 287, 316; and classes, 

315 ; profit motive, 16, 210, 248 
Multidimensional conception of 

society, 183, 249 

N 

Narcissism, collective, 279 
Naruew, 16 
Nation, 173, 266; national char

acter, 23-4, 39 
National socialism, 89, n. I, 94, 

n. l . 
Nationalism, 89, n. l 
Nepotism, 309, 321 
Neurosis, 317, 377 
Non-economic social factors, 21, 81 
Non-intervention, 336 

0 

Obedience, its psychological and 
sociological patterns, 255 

"Organic" way of thinking, v. 
thought 

Organization, social, 83, 134, 243-6, 
277, 280, 295, 359; negative 
consequences of its rationaliza
tion, 319, 321; and freedom, 355 

Paciiism, 354 
l'aga!iism, 386 

p 

Parliamentary system, its psycho
logical aspects, 334 ; as a 

technique for reconciling con
flicts, 333 ; and criticism, 343 

Patriarchial society, 218 
Patriot, 279 
Patronage, 99, SOO: 321 
Personality, 277, 280, 359; its 

disotganization, 117 ; different 
types of, 57, 65, 137; (pioneer 
types), 225--6 ; (their reorganiza. 
tion), 133, 202-3, 224-5; v. also 
character, behaviour 

Persuasion, 243, 257 
Phenomenology, 170, n. 1 
Philosopher, 205 
Philosophy, idealistic, 18, 207 ; of 

existence, 170, n. 1 ; of life, 
240 ; as a retarding element, 240 

Planning, 10, 14 n., 62.c.3, 70, 74-5, 
156-7, 191, 193-4, 234, 239, 
263-5, 312, 320, 360, 363; in 
wartime, 343 ; for criticism, 
110-12; totalitarian, 160; its 
emotional aspects, 193 ; its multi
dimensional character, 153; its 
inevitability, 4, 6, 242; its 
strategy, 193-4, 223-4; and 
social relationships, stage of 
planning, 152 (definition), 355; 
v. also thought, action, govern
ment at the stage of planning ; 
also democracy, freedom, educa• 
tion, politics 

Platonization of instincts, v. 
instincts 

Plebiscite, 355-7, 359 
" Policeman state " 159 
Political parties, 97--8 
Politician, 17, 33, 47, 164, 187, 

251, 262 
Politics, 65, 80, 262 ; as a science, 

33, 163, n. 1 ; and planning, 
360-1 . 

Power, 16, 20, 43--4, 136, 162, 166, 
262, 271, 332, 341-3, 364 ; and 
planning, 194, 196; military, 48; 
its formal definition., 167 ; its 
monopolization, 43-4, 47, 362; 
its distribution a means of social 
control, 303, 306-7 ; its con-. 

. centration, 189, n. 1, 307, 327; 
separation of powers, 332, 340 

Practice, v. theory 
Pragmatism, 205-6, 209,222 
Pragmatist, 149, 205 
Pre-capitalism, its outlook, 105 ; · its 

personality type, l 06 
Pre-established hannony, 211 
Press, 81 
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Pressure, 33, 269,273,279,289, 299, 

316 ; its uneven distribution, 
12 

Prestige, 16, 19, 132, 361 ; its 
traditional hierarchy, 290 

Principia media, 168, 174-184, 
187-9, 192-4, 196, 204, 235, 
249, 305.; 177 (definition) ; 
psychological, 218, 228:-9; their 
transformation, 231 

Production, process of, 65, 175, 315 
Progress, 244, 249; belief in, 39, 42, 

51 
Prohibitions, 67 
Proletariat, 45, 102-5 
Proletarianization, of the middle 

classes, 182 ; of the intelligentsia, 
99, 129 

Propaganda, 246, 336, 359 ; 
(American), 25~7 ; Russian, 256 

Property, 89, 308, 329 ; in the 
stage of invention, 329 ; trans• 
formation of the concept, 350 ; 
sma.11 holdings, 59, 69 

Protestantism, 204 
Psychiatry, its recent sociological 

trend, 309 
Psycho-analysis, 65, n. 2, 205, 

217-18; and psychiatry, 220; 
and pragmatism, 222 ; its 
sociology, 325; recent sociological 
trends, 307.; the psycho-analytic 
approach, 219 

Psycho-analyst, 121,184,317 
!'sYchological readjustment, 135-6 
Psychologist, 65 
Psychology, its diff~ent schools, 

335 ; child, 42-3 ; scientific,· 39 ; 
primi~ve,. ~61; popular, 17, 39, 
275 ; . md1V1dual, .123,. 182, ,205 ; 
sociological, 246, 261 ; social, 
200 ; understanding, 313 ; new, 

· 15, 313 ; environmental, 204 ; 
experimental, 16, 131 ; of crowd' 
behavio11t, 261, 35~7: of. the 
mass; 61 ; and war, 120 ; and the 
social sciences, 16 . . 

Propaganda, 25, 74, 81, 180, 25$-:7, 
291; 320, 336, 346, 359; .1ts 
moder:n techniques, 73, 248 

PuJ;,lic, its formation, its relation to 
· the · elites and its disint.egration, 

96-7 .. 
Public opinion, 48; 111-13, 338 
Public schools, 259. 
Publicity, scientific, 27 ; demo

cratic, 93; inarticulated, 119 
Punillbment, 281. · 

" Pure . spheres,., v. separation of 
spheres 

Purges, 14, 334 
Puritanism:, 204 

R 

Race principle, 73, 91-2, 309 
Radio, 81 . 
Raison d'etat, 71-3 
Rationality, 105 : its various mean• 

ings, 51 seqq. : (functional), 
52-6, 58, 216 ; substantial, 52-60, 
218; factors making for its 
growth and repression, 45, 65--6, 
105 ; as purposeful rational 
behaviour, 52, n. 1, 72-3 ; its 
social sources, 66, 189 

Rationalization, 52, n, 1, 53, 55, 
58-60, 104-5, 156, 162, 170; n. 1, 
313, 328 ; its inevitability,. 262 ; 
v. aho self-rationalization 

Readjustment, 303, 352, 358 
Reason, 56, 70 : its progress in 

history, 39-41 
Rebarba.rization, 96, n. 1 
Reconditioning, 261 
Reconstruction, 12,191,194 
Re-education, v. education 
Reflection, 54, 57, 83 
Reflexes, conditioned, 283 
Reformation, 62 
Regionalism, .93 
Regression, social, 124, 318 ; bio-

logical, 127-8 
Regulation,242,297,298,329 
Religion, 62, 159, 291; 354 . 
Repressions, 219 
Research institutions, 81, 357 
Residues, 52, n, l · 
Responsibilities, 244 
Responsibility, 20,.31, 66, 244, 261, 

284, 336, 344, 381 ; new kind of, 
15 ; situations ma.king for it, 51, 
66; sense of, 101, 137, 239-240, 
284 

Revolution, 45, 48, 49, 66, 89, n. 1, 
342-3 ; and evolution, 12-13, 342 

Revolutionary, 305 
Reward as a. social incentive, 281~ 
Rights, 167 · 

. Risk, 20 
Rivah-y, 288 . . . · 
Romanticism, 37, 94, 169, 177,319; 

and functionalism,·241-4. 
Russian Communism; 13 
Ruling .classes, 71, 322 
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Sit.!.x>i:age, 334 
Sa.distn, 64-6 
Salvation Army, 122 
Scepticism, 129 
School, 81 
Security, 311, 339, 347, 363 
Selection, 95--6, 130, 134, 151-2, 

156, 194 ; social (rise and fall 
in the social sea.le), 337 

Self-analysis, 147--8 ; assertion, 257, 
286, 318 ; control, 96 ; (its 
English fonns), 278 ; .. criticism, 
109 ; cor:rection, 190 ; determina• 
tion, 6, 213, 839; education, 
354 ; estrangement, 19 ; expres
llion, 26, 278, 334, 354, 371, 
372, 375 ; interest, 57 ; obseirva
tion, 56---7, 119, 148 ; at the level 
of plamling, 212 ; perfection, 148: 
punishment, 129 ; :rationaliza
tion, 5S--e ; redemption, 148; 
respect, 129, 136 ; transforma
tion, 57. 

Semitotal.itarian systems, 13 
Semidemocracies, 336 
Settlements, 354 
Situations, 232, 236, 279-280, 281, 

289, 299, 300-l, 303, 304, 300, 
319,339; and personality, 147-8; 
accidental .a.nd cllarac:teristic, 
176--7. 

Slaves, 100, 272 
Social services, 16, 31, 34, 185, 321, 

323-4, 336, 344, 352, 355, 361, 
382 ; their methods of thought, 
164-5, 344 

Social work, 244, 261, 305 
Society, 282 ; and state, 290, 337 ; 

and the individual, 65 ; and 
culture, 80--1 ; its foundation, 
126 ; its dlsintegration, 117 : 
dynamic, 284 ; static, 290 ; 
aristocratic, 98, 101; its struc
tural changes, 3, 6, 9, 39, 184, 
238, 254, 281, 338; (entailing 
changes in human nature, v. 
man} 

Sociological relationships, 19, 21, 
67, 71, 24, 247, 285, 293, 352; 
theil:' disorganization, 104; their 
integration, 211 

Sociologist, 11, 33, 50, 51, 65, 163, 
231, 274 

Sociology, its methods, 231-2 ; its 
specialization, 163, 171.J.Z, 229-
230; (esi,. in America), 172, n. 1; 
its system, 230 

Sovereignty, 10, 304, 32?, 331, 
340 

Sparta,84 
Specialist, 110 ; and voluntary 

officials in administration, 175 
Spheres of social life, planned and 

unplanned, 155-7 ; economic, 
moral, psychological, religious, 
etc., their separation, 158-162, 
171-2, 183, 228, 271 ; their 
interaction and interdependence, 
164, 228, 249 

Spontaneity, 280--1, 283 
Sports, 63, 313, esp. n. 1 
Standardization, 346, 349 
Standards of living, 258, 291, n. 2 
State, 10, 134, 167, 287; its 

" withering away ", 337 ; Fascist, 
120 ; totalitarian, 257 

Stimulation, 273 
Strategy, v. planning 
Structure, v. system, 230 
Structure, social, its dual nature, 66 
Sublimation, 62-3, 83-4, 87, 96, 

122, 227, 316-18, 343 
Subordination, 17 
Substitution, 122,131 
Substructure, 80 
Suggestion, 312 
Super-ego, 290 
Superstition, .222, 292 
Symbols, 62, 98, 131-4, 137-8, 221, 

277,291 
Synthetic methods, 231, 232 
Systemiza.tion, 230 
System of sociology, v. sociology 

T 
Taboos, 62, 67, 150, 219, 269, 312 
Taste, its formation, 314 
Taylorization, 244 
Techniques, military, 18, 242, 248; 

social, 8, 73, 242-5, 255, 257, 
259-264, 267, 270.-1, 280, 294, 
308, 312, 331-2, 364, 373-4 ; 
(their changes), 250.-1, 310.,.11 ; 
(their co-ordination), 263-5 

Technology, 41, 151, 155, 159, 
243, 247, 293 

Terminology, 10 
'theorist, 170 
Theo:r:y, and practice, 164-5, 169, 

213 
Thinking, planned; v. planning 
Thought, 53; abstract, l, 149; 

its histoty, 150, 169 n.; and 
action, 149-150, 206; (at .the 
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stage of chance diseovery), 150-1, 
156, UIS, 207,233; a.t the stage 
of inventi011, 151, 156, 165, 
16&-9, n. 1, 173, 207, 209; a.t 
the level of planning, 152-3, 
155 ; transition between the 
stages, 154-208 ; its ha.bits, 
pattern, and method$, 11, 171, 
278-9, 153 ; (in the social 
sciences), 165-172; as ~ of 
the social ~• SS, 151-2, 
162-3 ; its sta.nda.tdiza.ti.on, 257 ; 
interd~ent, plaDD.ed, 165 

ToleraDC0,67, 845,858,379 
Tota.l,itaria.n states, SSS 
Trade cycles, 337, 844, 847, 360-1 
Tradition, 54, 67, 84, 91, 92, 94, 

150,277,283--4,291-8 
Traditionalism, 253 
Tra.nsference, 324 
Tra.nsinuta.tion of social energy, 

271-4 
Trial and error, 150, 290, 313 
Tribe, 287 
Truth, 92 

u 
Unconsc,ious, 20,118,219, 262 
'Uxulersta.tement, 283 
Unei:nployment, 50, 130, 135, 181 ; 

its~ologica.leffects, 104, n. 2, 
181,128,220, 258-9, 338 

Uniformity, 263 

Uniqueness, 173 
Unity, of outlook, 264; of purpose, 

270 
University, 81 
Utopi!I., 110, 188, n. 1, 198, 200 

V 

Valuation, of work and leisure, 354 ; 
in the natural and socia.1 sciences, 
363 . 

Values, 67, 96, 103, 129, 280-1, 
291, 294, 353, 355, 364; scale 
of, 120; intrinsic, 203, 241 

Variety, 348 
Vermittlung, v. mediation 
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