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INTRODUCTION 

It is intended in the "Tantrik Text Series'' of which the 
present is the first volume, to print hitherto unpublished 
Tantras, or Tantrik works, or to reprint such as have become· 
scarce or were issued in an incomplete form. 

Particular Tantras have been from time to time printed by 
others, such as the well-known Mahanirval;).a, and the -Kali, 
Meru, and other Tantras ; the Pra:t;la•to~i:t;11, Tantrasara, Sara
da-tilaka, Saktananda-tarangi:t;1i, Sat-cakra-nirupa:t;la, · Fava-· 
navijaya-svarodaya, and similar Tantrik works and compendia. 
The chief collection is that edited by Sriyukta Rasika Mohana 
Chattopadhyaya, who has published in Bengali character at 
Calcutta, some forty Tantras and other Tantrik works, viz :
Mu:t;lcl.amala, Sakta-krama, Maya, - Bhuta•suddhi, Kaulikar• 
cana-dipika, Kubjika, Visva-sara, Purascara:t;1a-rasollasa 
Sakta11anda-tarangi:t;1i, Nila, T oq.ala, Gandharva, Rudra
yamala ( Uttara-bhaga ), Gupta-sadhana, Gayatri, Phetkari:t;l!, · 
Niruttara, Mahacinacara-krama, Nirva:t;la, K.rama-?ipika-, 
Mantra-ko~a, Yogini, Kular:t;lava, Kamakhya, Kankalamalini, 
Matrka-bheda, Kamadhenu, Maha-nirva:t;la, Sanatkumara, 
Sarada-tilaka, -Tripurasara-samuccya, . Udda.maresvara, 
Kaulavali, Mantramahodadhi, Brhannila Tararahasya, . Radha, 

• I • 

and · Syamarahasya. 
A ·smaller collection of some of the same Tantras has been 

published at Calcutta in Devanagari . by Pandit Jivananda 
Vidyasagara. The latter series includes Kularn.ava, Tara
rabasya, Tripurasara-samuccaya, Mahanirvai;ia, Yogini, 
Ruarayamala ( Uttara-bhaga ), Syamarahasya Tantras ; the 
Saradatilaka, Pra:r;ta-to~in.i, Tantramahodadhi ; also a collec
tion . of smaller works on "Magic" ( I ndrajala ) entitled I ~dra-
jala vidya:-sa~graha. · 

i 



.. 
11 

A very large amount of work has, however, yet to be done 
before anything like an adequate collection of the most import
ant of extant MSS. is made. These are yearly being lost or 
destroyed, and if the ancient ~astra is to be preserved, steps 
must be taken for that purpose at once. The extent of the 
Tantra Sastra may in a small degree be made apparent by a 
reference to the groups ( of 64 Tantras each) which have been 
assigned to the regions known as Vi§li;t.u-kranta, Ratha-kra.nta 

and Asva-kranta. 
The following Tantras are assigned by the Mahasiddha-

sara Tantra to the several regions though there are differences 
of opinion as regards particular Tantras. Thus in the first list 
some would exclude the Tantrantara and include the Yogar
JJ.ava. Some Tantras appear in more than one of these lists. 

The Tantras of the Vi~i;t.u-kranta are said to include the 

following :-
I. Siddhisvara; 2, Ka.Ii-tc;1ntra, 3. K ularai;i.va, 4. J iianar-

J}.ava, 5. ~Ila-tantra, 6. Phetkari, 7. Devyagama, 8. Uttara, 
Sri krama, 1 o. Siddhi-yamala, 11. Matsya-sukta, 1 2. Sid

~hasara, 13. Siddhi-sarasvata, 14. Vara.hi, 15. Yogini, 16. 
GaJ}.esavimar~iI).i, 17. Nitya-tanra, 18. Sivagama, 19. 

C -n
1
unda 20. Mul_l.damala, 21. Hansa-Mahesvara 22 a .. , . , • 

Niruttara, 23. Kul~prakasaka, 24. Devikalpa, 25. Gandharva, 

26. I{riyasara, 27. Nibandha, 28. Svatantra, 29. Sammohana 

30. Tantra-raja, 3 1 • ~alita, 32. Radha, 33. Malini, 34. Rudr
yamala, 35· B:rhat-Snkrama, 36. Gavak~a, 37. Sukumudini, 

38. Vi~hu~dhesvara, ~9~ Malini-vijaya, 40. Samayacara, 
41. Bha1rav1, 42. Yogm1h:rdaya, 43. Bhairava, 44. Sanat
kumara, 45· Yoni, 46• Tantrantara, 47. Navaratnesvara 

4
8. Kula-cudama:Q.i, 49· Bhavacudama:Q.i, 50. Deva-prakasa' 

5 I. Kamakhya, 52. Kamadhenu, 53. Kumari, 54. Bhuta: 
<].amara, 55. Yamala, 56. Brahma-yamala, 57. Visvasara 

58. Mahakal~, _ 59· . KulocJ,q.~~' . 60. Kulam:rta, 61. Kubjika: 

62. Yantra-cintamai;i.1, 63. Kah-vilasa, 64. Maya.tantra. 



Ill 

The following are given as Ratha-kranta Tantras :-

r. Cinmaya 2. M:i.stya-sukta, 3, Mahi~a-mardini, 
4. Mat:rkodaya, 5. Hao:isa-Mahesvara, 6. Meru, 

7. Mahanila, 8. Mahanirval}a, 9. Bhuta-cJ.amara, 10. Deva

cJ.amara, 1 r. Bija-cintamalli, 1 2. Eka-jata, 1 3. Vasudeva

rahasya, 14. B:rhad-gautarniya, 1 5. Van;ioddhrti, 16. Chha-: 
yanila, 1 7. B:rhad-yoni, 1 8. Brahma-jfiana, 19. Garucfa, 
20. Var:i;i.a-vilasa, 2 r. Bala-vilasa, 2 2. Purascara~a-
candrika, 23. Purascara:Q.a -rasollasa, 24. PaficadasI, 
25. Picchila, 26. Prapafica-sara, 27. Pararnesvara, 28. 

Navaratnesvara, 29. Naradiya, 30. Nagarjuna, 3r. Yoga

sara, 30. Dak~il}amurti, 33. Y ogasvaroda ya, 34. Yak~i
i;titan tra, 35. Svarodaya, 36. J fianabhairava, 37. Akasa
bhairava, 38. Rajarajesvari, 39. RevatI, 40. Sarasa, 41, 
Indra-jala, 42. Krkalasadipika, 43. Kai;i.kalamalini, 44. 
Kalottama, 45. Yak~a-cJamara, 46. Sarasvati, 47. Sarada, 
48. Sakti-saugama, 49. Saktikao-ama-sarvasva, 50 . . Sam
mohini, 5 I. .Acarasara, 52. Cinacara, 53, ~acJamnaya, 

54. Karala-bhairava, 55. ~oq.ha, 56. Mahalak~mi, 57. 
Kaivalya, .58. Kula-sadbhava, 59 . Siddhitaddhari, 60. Kfti
sara, 61. Kala-bhairava, 62. Udq.amaresvara, 63. Maha
kala, 64. Bhiita-bhairava. 

The Tantras of Asva-kranta are said to include the 
following :-

I. Bhuta-suddhi, 2 Gupta-dik~a. 3. Brhat-sara, 
4. Tattva-sara, 5. Vari;ta-sara, 6. Kriya-sara, 7. Gupta
tantra, 8. Gupta-sara, 9. BrhattocJ.ala, 1o. B:rhan-nirvii,!la,· 
11. B:rhat-ka~kalini, 12 . Siddha-tantra, 13. Kala-tantra, 
14. Siva-tantra, 15. Saratsara, 16. Gauri-tantra, 17. 
Yoga-tantra, 1 8. Dharmaka-tantra. 1 9. Tattva-cintamai;ti, 
20. Bindu-tantra, 2 I. · Maha-yogini, 2 2. Brhad-yogini, 23. 
Sivarcai;ta, 24. Sambara, 25. Sulini, 26, Maha-malini, 

27. Mok~a, 28. B:rhan-malini, 29• Maha-mok~a, 30. 
Brhan-mok~a, 31. Gopi•tantra,. 32, Bhiita•lipi, 33. Ka.mini, 

...... ~ _,. __ 
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34• Mohini, 35. Mohana, 36. Samira:Q.a, 3;. Kama-kesara, 
38. Maha-vira, 39. Ciiq.ama~i, 40. Gurvarcana, 41. 
Gopya, 42. Tikig1a, 53. Man.gala, 44. Kamaratna, 45. Gopa-
1ilamrta, 46. Brahma~cla, 47. Cina, 48. Maha-niruttara, 
49. Bhutesvara, 50. Gayatri, 5 I. Visuddhesvara, 
52. Yogaq:iava, 53. BheraJJ,da, 54. Mantracintama~i, 
55. YantracuQ.amaI].i, 56. Vidyullata, 57 . Bhubanesvari, 
58. Lilavati, 59. Brhac-cina, 60. Kurafija. 6r. J ayaradha
madhava, 62. Ujjasaka, 63. Dhumavati, 64. Siva. 

Given the rapid disappearance of MSS., the paucity of 
printed . texts, and the general ignorance which prevails as to 
their subject matter, many at the present day are disposed to 
say that none of these matters have any importance, an<l that 
if the Sastra threatens to pass into oblivion, that is where it 
ought to go. Few, if any, of those who take this view have any 
knowledge o_f the subject which they .condemn. It will, how
ever, be sufficient here to say that it must be universally con
ceded that the Tantra has firstly historical value, and is second
ly the o~ly source whence a knowledge of sadhana in all its. 
aspects may be learnt. To tµe mere student of religions, 
therefore, who approaches the matter with an interest which is 
p~rely historical, the Sastra will be found to be worth his 
study apart from the intrinsic value (if in his opinion any) 
which it may possess. The answer to the question whether the 
expositio':1 of s1:1ch sadhana has any other than an historical 
value must of course depend upon the point of view of the , 
reader. That it has such value is a personal opinion for which I 
have given shortly some general reasons _ elsewhere, which I 
hope to elaborate in greater detail· at some future time. For 
many years past, however, the Sastra has suffered neglect at 
the hands of both Indian and European scholars alike, though 
of course the s ·adhaka has adhered to the Mantra or Sadhana
Sastra as it is rightly specific~IJy called, having learnt from the 
Gu,ru 

1 
ihe ~ey whereby it may be .understoo~, . and gain~d 
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personal experience of the truth of its claims to be a pra
tyak~a scripture. For it is siiid that it is only by such 
initiation ( sri-natha-vaktrat ) and personal experience that 
certain portion of the Sastra can be fully understood. From 
whom may the subtle principles of Mantra-tattva be learnt if 
not from the accredited exponents of Mantra-sastra ? And the 
same may be said of sadhana and Yoga. For the purp~ses 
for which the Sastra was proclaimed the written word and 
the knowledge gained therefrom (jmstake lz'khz'ta vi'rlya) of 
themselves avail, it is said, but little. And so in the ~at
cakra-niriipaQ.a which is published in the second volume of this 
Series, it is said of the Yoga process there described, "It can be 
learnt from the Guru alone, and not from ten million Sastras.'1 · 

If that be true, this Series will, however, at least serve a 
more limited purpose, namely the preservation of a · written 
record which is now perishing, but w,hich if saved from loss, 
will prove both of literary interest to the student, and of real 
value to the Sadhaka who reading it with faith, and by the aid 
of its authorised expositors, will achieve by its means some 
practical result. For how many 'learned' there are who p·ass 

through life like the mule laden with books as described by the 
Hindu poet ? Those for whom it will be so operative must 
ordinarily be Hindus. For whilst the general principles of ~11 
religions are, when rightly understood, funda~entally, though 
not formally. the same, the sadhana by which they ar~ in prac.:. 
tice realised must necessarily to a considerable extent vary with 
the individual and his race. Even here, however, it will ·be 
found that there are matters of general .applicability, thoug~ 
the mode and terms in whic_h they should be presented may 
again vary according to the language and ereed of those to 
whom their exposition is addressed. . There are also other 
subjects of the Tantra~Sas.tra both of theory and p'ractice. 
which when· understood . will be found to possess a general 
scientific and metaphysical interest. · · 
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The works which have been chosen for publication in the 
first volume of the series are of the Dictionary Class. It was 
customary with Pandits in past times to make excerpts frorn 
Tantras of such portions as mig ht be of general importance 
and of current use. Thus the Prakarantara-Mantrabhidhana 

... is reputed to be part of the Rudrayamala the first portion of 
which, so far as I am aware, is not found . The Matrkani. 
ghaI;Ltu and the BijanighaJ.ltu or Mantra-ko~a by Bhairava 
Rsi are dictionaries of the single vowels and consonants of the . . 
Sanskrit alphabet. Both are now published from ancient MSS .. 
for the first time. They give the Tantrika meaning of the 
vowels and then of the con-?onants with a view to facilitate 
the understanding of the Tantrika bz_jas or mantras of that 
name. These bf/as are generally given in the texts in a covert 
way. Thus in the Triputa-stotra cited in the Tantra-sara it is 
said "Such as recite the first of thy golden vf:fa, Bakani placed 
on Vahni accompanied by Tri-murti combined with sasaiika 
( Baka'J?f vahnzsa1?1-stha1?Z trimurtya pra/u?~an; sasa1ikena 
yuktam ) attain all prosperit~· '' T~is ~tanding by itself is 
unintelligible; but Bakam which · ordmanly means a ''crane," 
in its special bifa sense is ~, Vahni or fire is ~, Tri"-nzt;,1,,li 

the Trinity is . "t and Sasanka or the moon or that . 
or . h . • 1n 
,, hose lap is the hare'' or man 1n t e moon, 1s cand1-

w d . h a:~ 
z. • du. The bf/a therefore referre to m t e stotra is tl' 
vzn . h L k - . -· ,, ,,, - • " Th ' i: • which 1s t e a §lm1-b1Ja, Srzm ·. . e va1'n 

equivalent of the terms must thus be understood before tl;: 
b- •a referred to can be read. 
lj So again, the f:ali-~z_ja _is_ composed of the first of the 

77 var.o-a (en) vahnz, ratz and bzndu. The last three are t 
~a~ .,. ' . _. ern1 
r -2'" ·'t and candrabzndu, the bz.1a referred to· being .k _ s 
1or ,., ' . · ?--z11z.• 
A reference to the Ko§la under "t will show that by _Rati tha • 

el is referred to, and that the same vowel has other t 
vow G . d T . - . V can 

tioris such as ovm a, n-murtI, amaksI Ka ~ 
11ota ..; . . · ' l.llaJ-
TT 1- Maya., Lak~mI, ~anti and Va1§1:Q.avY. Similar} a, 
~a a, y the 
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meaning of Vahni ( the t br/a ) and of b£ndu or a'iiusvara may 

be learnt. 
The , Ekak§ara-ko§a and Dvyak~ara-ko§a are of the 

same character as the former works, in that the first-named 
gives the meanings of words of one letter, and the second of 
two lettered words. They are both ancient dictionaries. The 
two latter Ko$a, however, differ from the Matrkanigha:J}.tu and 
Bija-nigha,titu, in that the Eka$ara and Dvyakt;,ara state 
the general literary meaning of the words cited, whereas the 
latter aives the Paribhasika or technical meanine- accordino-o . ~ o 

to Tantra. Thus, whereas cfi in its general sense means ·"water'', 
in its special or technical sense in the Sastra it denotes 
Krodhisa, one of the Bhairavas. The Ekak§ara, though 
previously published, has been reprinted as it may be of_ service 
to compare the general and technical meaning of the van.za 
therein dealt with. 

The B1ja-nigha:i;i.tu, Matrka-nigha:i;i.tu and Mudra-nigha:Q.tu 
are Divisions of the Mantra-Kosa. The Mudra-nio-hantu • b • • 

though it cannot be said to be exhaustive, gives a description of 
Mudra in use in both U pasana and Hathayoga. All the 

Dictionaries except the Ekak§ara are now first printed. 
Another work of the Dictionary class which it is hoped to 

publish, and which may meanwhile be recommended to those 
students of Sastra who are fortunate enough to possess one of 
the rare copies now extant, is the Pra:i;takr§:Q.a-sabdambudhi 
compiled at the instance of Pra:Q.a-kr§:Q.a Biswas, as was the 
better known and published Tantrik compendium called after 
him-the Prai;tato~ii;ii. The first-named work gives the 
meaning of a number of terms to be found in this and other 
Sastras even though it be sometimes with a terseness which 
may seem inadequate to the otherwise uninformed reader. Yet 
another work, now out of print, is the Bijoddharako§a by 
Dak~ii;iamurti-muni, printed at Benares some 45 years ago. To 
jntroduce1 however, variety the second volµqie of this series <;on-

... ..,: -
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tains the celebrated ?a~cakranirupai;i.a of Puri;ta nanda-svan_1i 
being a portion of his very ex tensi ve work th e Sri-ta ttva-cifl' 
tamai;ti, with notes by Kali-cara~a a nd Sanka ra ; the Paduk~t' 
paficaka with notes by the former ; a nd notes from the Tik~ 
of Visvanatha on the second Pat,a la of the K aivalya-Kalik~ 
Tantra of which I have so far not come across a copy. Thi~ 
second volume is now ready. The third and fourth volun1~~ 
which are in the press will contain the celebrated Prapaficasar-<:t 
which though so frequently cited in Tantrik literature hct 

I . . cl ~ 
not, I believe, yet been published. t 1_s tnten ed to bring ollt 

later the Prapaficasara-sambandha-d1p1ka and the Prapafica, 
saravivaral).a by Padmapadacarya one of the disciples of th~ 
great Sankara. The contents of further volumes will b 
notified on the appearance of the third. ~ 

CALCUTTA, 

January, I9I3. 

ARTHUR AVALON 

-------· . ------'--.-;;==="'-=-- -



PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION 

Arthur Avalon, the late editor of the Agamanusandhana 
Samiti had thought of publishing a revised second edition of 
the Tantrabhidhana quite a long time ago ; but this - did 
not materialise as he was heavily engaged in editing the 
Saradatilaka ( Vols. XVI and XVII ) and Prapafic~sara 
( VoJs. XVIII and XIX) ·Tantras. lnspite of this heavy 
programme, he bad already succeeded in securing some and 
was on the look out for other new Mss. of the present work. 
But unfortunately he passed away in the beginning of the year 
1936, leaving this work unfinished. When the first edition 
of this work was brought out in 1913, other works of this type 
were rarely to be niet with, and learned co-operation in the 
direction of its publication was also very slow in making its 
appearance; consequently some unfortunate inaccuracies inad
vertently crept into the book. I ri the present edition, an 
attempt has been made to remove these errors as far as practi
cable. The text, as published in the first edition, have, in most 
places, been enlarged and sometimes altered in the present 
edition by a careful collation and comparison of the new 
Mss. collected. The former edition consisted of a collection 
of... ( 1) Man trabhidhana, ( 2) Prakarantara-Man trabhidhana, 
(3) · Ekak~arako~a, (4) B1janigha:r;i.tu, (5) Matrkanigha:r;i.tu, 
(6) Prakarantara-MatrkanighaJ.ltu and (7) Mudranigha:r;i.tu. 
In the present edition besides the above mentioned seven parts, 
(i) another Prakarantara-Matrkanighai;itu, (2) Vari;tanigha:r;i.tu, 
(3) B1jabhidhana as given in the Bhutaq.amara Tantra, (4) 
Mantrarthabhidhana as given in the Varada-Tantra and . (5) 
VarJJ,abijakoeya have been included. The Mss. of the two works 
(Prakarantara-MatrkanighaJ.ltu and VarJ_1anighaJ.1tu) have been 
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secured from the Sanskrit Colleg e Libra ry, Ca lcutta, and the 
Govt. Manuscripts Libra ry, 1\1adras, respect ively. The texts 
of the third and the fourth books ( Bhu tarlamara a nd Varada

Tantras) have been copied from orig ina l ma~uscripts. No second 
C • I opies of Mss. of the first two books could be secured for t 1e 
purpose of comparison. The tex t secured from the Govt. 
Manuscripts Library, Madras, was found to conta in numerous 
errors which have been corrected as far as possible. The 
original texts of the Prakarantara-lVIantrabhidhana a nd the 
Matrkanighantu of the first edition ha ve been revised and 

compared wi
0

th the texts of the san;e works which are wi th 

the Sanskrit College Library, Calcutta. With the help o~ the 
two Mss. from the Sanskrit College Library, Calcutta, variants 
have been usually given in footnotes and sometimes in the body 
of the text within brackets. Possible corrections have been 
made in Mudranigha.l}tu which in the first edition contained 
numerous mistakes and omissions. In the very end, in Varl}a
bijako~a the Artha of nearly five thousand Tantrika Sabdas ha':'e 
been added. This addition has been effected because a certain 
Artha is always associated with a definite Sabda. This asso
ciation of ~ definite Artha with a particular Sabda is unaltera
ble. Hindu philosophers have bestowed different appellations 
on this unalterable association of Sabda and Artha. According 
to the followers of Vedanta and Mimarhsa schools of philosophy 
this Sabdartha-jfiana is known as 'vacyavacakabhava'. The 
N aiyayika philosophers call it 'vrtti'. This vrtti is 'san.keta' and 
'lak~an..a'. Nityasanketa _i_s Sakti. Other p4ilosophers define 
it _.i n different ways. If the . significance . of vacyavacakat\ta 
or sanketa be not realised, it is not possible to understand 
the. significp.nce of a S~bda. For this reason a full knowledge 
of the association of sound and its significance is imperatively 
necessary before attempting to understand the meaning of 
a sound. -Abhidhana and Ko!;!a · contain some of those 
methods ~denqting the ~elationship of Sabd.a and Artha as are 
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put forward in the Sastras ;"i' In Abhidhana sometimes 
are found the Saktirupa and sometimes the Lak~a:1J.ariipa forms 
of the relationship of Sabda and Artha. So when the true know
Jedge of this relationship is acquired, the significance of Sabda 
and Artha is fully realised. As Abhidhana is essentially 
necessary for the understanding of other Sastras, likewise 
Sabdartha-jfiana is essential for the understanding of Tantra. 
sastras. The U pasana as denoted in the Agamasastras, is 
absolutely impossible without a complete understanding of the 
significance of Mantras. The particular U pasana of a particular 
Devata by means of a definite Mantra, as laid down in the 
Tantras, is not possible to be gone through unless and until the 
significance of that Mantra is at the very beginning realised. • 
No fruit is derived from a Mantra if it is used without being 
understood. The understanding of a :Mantra or a Bija is 
never possible without the help of a Abhidhana. · As for example, 
the Ekak~ara Mantra of Kali is ~r"'. This is derived from the 
unification of ~+~+t+ "', \tVherever this Bijak~ara has been 
referred to in the Agamasastras no mention is made of this 
simple unification of (cfi, +\+\+"')of ·which the Bijak~ara is con• · 
stituted. Only a few apparently unintelligible Sabdas are given 
there. · If the meaning of these Sabdas are not understood, 
this Ekak~ara B1ja of Kali canr;ot be comprehended in its 
fuIIest significance. For this very reason the necessity of a 
Tantrabhidhana and Mantrabhidhana is felt. A large number 
of v,a'Gaka . Sabdas of Matrka { Vaq1amala ) are given in the 
Mantrabhidhana. As for example, the vacaka Sabda of 'Ill" is 
Kesava, Vig1u, SrikaJ)tha etc. So with the help of this Abhi.' 
dha1ia it is known that Kesava, Vi~J.]U, etc., denote :,gr. Wherever 
the expressions I{esava, Vi1;lJ)U etc., are found in the Tantras, it 

,:~ if~t ;nil: ~n,1 cric'ft cJT f~n,~m) ii c'firdift'@' . , 

~ cflilcf6!fl ll5HH.i f"illff~ ~ij~c;1: ~l:ffi"StRT~a II 
' . ' 

llmi· -f.it~ffll{ 
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should be known that they signify the letter ~- Likewise, 
lgJT, -rand so on, are denoted. In this way lVIantroddhara is 
made an easy process with the help of the Mantrabhidhana. 
Otherwise, the finding out of the correct form of a Mantra 
appears to be an impenetrable riddle. 

In Mantrabhidha.na, Prakarantara-Mantrabhidhana, Ekakf5a
rako~a, lVlatrkanighaJJ.tu, Prakarantara- 1\IIatrkanighaJJ.tu and 
VarJJ,anighaJJ.tu are given fiftyone different vacaka Sabdas, 
such as ~ ~ -r etc., of the Sanskrit alphabet ( IVIatrka ). An 
exhaustive index has been added so that the average reader 
can easily grasp the meaning of these Sabdas. A glance at 
the index will make the meaning of the Sabdas clear even to 

the uninitiated. 
The modes of Bijoddhara have been illustrated in Bijanig

h~J}tu and Bijabhidhana and in some places the vacaka Sabdas 
of these Bijas have been mentioned. The Sadhaka's duty does 
not end with the recital of these Bijas only ; but he should 
also know the meaning of the Bija. For this very reason, 
it is futile to perform the U pasana. of a Bija without knowing 
its import in full. For the purpose of easily understanding 
the significanc-e of the Bijas, the Mantrarthabhidhana as 
given in the Varada Tantra, has been newly included in this 
edition. Though all the Bijas have not been mentioned in 
it, the intelligent Sadhaka will be able to glean out the 
meaning of the other Bijas by working along the line shown 
in the stock examples of the text. In the Mudranigha:Q.tu are 
mentioned different Mudra.s, which are also necessary for 
the Sadhaka. 

The different meanings of about five thousand words have 
been given in the Vaq1.abijako~a which is added in the end. 

It is sincerely hoped that the Sadhaka will be easily 
successful to probe deep into the mysteries of the Tantra
sastras with the-help of Tantrabhidhana and the Var:r;.:iabijako~a . 

..._ ______ --
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