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I NTRODUCT ION. 

The K1\larnava is a leading and perhaps the 
forem..)st Tantra of the ·Kaula School. It enjoys a 
great reputation amongst ·works of its class and as 
such is constantly cited as an authority. The Chapters 
of the Text here published number seventeen and 
the verses total 2058 according as there are included 
or not vv. 123-144 in the tenth Chapter. The Colo
phon hovvever states that the portion here printed 
is only the fifth part of the whole Tantra consisting 
of r, 25 ,000 verses. Thus the Colophon of the first 
Chapter runs-"End of the first Chapter being the 
first portion of the fifth part entitled U rdhva.mnaya 
Tantra ~f the g reat Mystery and most excellent 
among Agamas containing, 1, 25 ,000 verses entitled 
the K1"lli\.rnava Tantra." If this statement be correct I 
have not on enquiry been able to discover the ,vhole 
work. Every Ms. wi1ich I have come across con
tains the seventeen Chapters only here printed. 
Either then the rest of the book is lost or possibly 
exists under some different names. The Kaulavali 
which is a compendium by J nanananda Paramhaugsa 
quotes long passages as from the Kularnava which 
do not occur in any of the texts consulted in the pre
paration of the present volume. The work has been 
already twice printed and therefore would not in the 
ordinary course have found place in these texts ac
cording to-the original design of their publication. It 
was found however that the previous editions of this 
and other Tantras were in general so incorrect that the 
present edition is not unnecessary. The former edi
tions were those of Rasik Mahana Chattopadhyaya 
and of Pandit Jivananda Vidyasagara. The former 
published at Calcutta the Tantrasara and Tantras in 
parts the first of which appeared in the Bengali year 
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2 INTRODUCTIOK . 

1_285 (1878-79) a nd the e_dition of the latter ,vas pub
lished at the same place 111 the year 1 882. In Rasik 
Mohan Chattop:1.dbyaya's and Pandit Jivtrnanda's edi
tion of the Kul;'.\rnava there are twentv-one verses at 
the end of the Tenth Chap ter v,rbich do,not occur in any 
of th e four T'vfss. which have been consulted. These 
have been printed . Both these ed itions seem to ha,·e 
been based on a si ngle l\l s. v,· ithout any attem pt to 

co rrect obvious e,:rors in the text. In the preparat ion 
of the present texts four :\Iss . have been consulted 
lettered cfi" ~ 7f 'q and th e texts abo, ·ernent io ned which 
are based on a J\ Is . "·hich may be identified as is-- Of 
th_ese cfi" is the property of Pandit A1111"tlya Charaua 
V 1dyabht"t.shaua. ~ belongs to the Rajshahi College. 
7f and 'q have been le nt b,- the Varendra Anusandhftna 
Samiti of which I have cl1e honour to be a member. 
The Samiti obtained 7f fro m the family of the Tf\n trik 
Gurus of P,\lasa in the District of Maida am! 'q' from 
the collection of the Bhattichiryyas of Yoshodal in 
the District of M ymensingh. is- as stated is the text 
used in the previous printed editions. In the present 
edition variant readings of importance l1ave been 
g iven in the footnotes. It is however not cla imed for 
the present edition tha t every difficult passage has 
been made clear but the obscurit ies ban~ been so 
considerably reduced as to render the presen t ed it ion 
a pract ical vvorking· text. Another induceme nt for 
its publication was the face that there is in hand an 
Engl ish ~rans lation of the present work and if it is 
found p:)ssible to p ublish this the Sanskrit-knO\-vi ng 
reader can comp:tre th~ English translation with the 
T ext o :i which it is b:ised. F or th is reason the s ize 
of the present ed iti on of the Text is that of the 
propo:,ed trans lation. which. if published, " ·i ll be the 
same -format as the Maht\nirvA7!a. 

The K ularnava is worth y of a close s tudy by those 
who would understand the tenets and practices of the 
School of which it is a Shastra. Havi1w however 

~ 
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r~gard to th e f~ct that it is hoped to publish a tra nsla
t ion. of the entire t_ext I have not thought it necessary 
to gwe such a detailed analysis of the Tantra as in 
th e absence of such a transla tion it would h ave 
deserved. I t!1 erefore only here give such a summa ry 
as under the circumstances stated seems sufficien t. 

The first chapte r opens with some tine Ye rses 
( vv 1 - 1 21 ). Ded tel ls Shi,·a of h ow men are s uffe r
~ng and ~sks the means whereby they may be libe rated. 
Ishvara 111 reply speaks of the Urahma n and of the 
creatures whc:i encircled by ;\1ay:t a re like sparks of 
~re pa rts ?f him. Of t~1 ese man is the greatest. H e 
1s a self-ktlle~ who ha,·,n.~· attained man's es tate yet 
s~eks not his true good. .. He who d oes not cure 
himself of the disease of Hell what will he do when he 
yet su1'.ering fro m _such dis~~se goes to a place wh ere 
there 1s no med,carnent? (,· 24). The L ord then 
dwell:5 on the transitoriness of life and of a ll thino-s 
the re 111 . "Pro:5peri ty is like a dream, youth is like ba 
Hower. Life 1s seen and is th en c,·one like lio-htn incr 
}J I ~ .-c, ,.., • 
. 1 ow can any one w 10 k nows this yet rema in conten t?" 

(v_ 30). lVIoreover the world is full of evils wh ich 
arise from attachment (v 55). Shiva says ' 'Oh Beloved 
to sleep, to copulate. to eat a nd other such functions 
a re common to a ll a nim~ls. Man a lone is possessed 
of knowl~dge. _He who 1s devoid of it is a beast" 
(v 69). ~bun him who is addicted to the pleasures of 
tl:e world a nd '_"110 yet boasts Brahman k nowledoc. 
1 here a re other 1mpost~rs also. Liberation is not to 
be got by merely s meann°· oneself witl1 asl1es f d' 

I ::- · , ee 111 ()' 
on 1~sks and water, exposure to heat ai'1d cold d 
the like. · Donkeys and o~her .~nirnals go about na:~~
Ar_e they therefore Yogms? (vv _9_86) N . 1 (r·u n tr e I· 1 l d 'd . I o. t 1en be u -11ow ec ge an avo1 id le tall · \ X71 . · 1 

f \ , d A "· ' \ 1at 1s t 1e 
use o e as, Arramas and Pur17zas ·1r O 1 h · ...., ' ne zno,,.,s not 
t e supre me obJect of life-(v 8g)? "R . d d' l . e no ,,. ne m e n 

ispute among t 1emselves-some sayin<r the t l . -
ahead and some that it is behind otl1 ~~ . .. :ut 1 is 

, e rs aga111 say 
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4 INTRODUCTION. 

it 1s on either side. Some say it is like this, others 
like that (v 99). All such bewilder themselves with 
Scriptures and talk. They lack realization (Pra_ty
akshagrahauam (v 100). The Shastrds are number
less: one should master their essential truth and then 
put them aside just as he who seeks the grain of paddy 
throws away the husk and straw (v 103). Real know
ledge alone liberates. Ritual and austerities are need
ful only so long as the Real and the true are not 
known (v 113). Shiva concludes '·v\lhat is the use of 
many words? It is Kuladharmma which liberates. 
Beloved I have spoken to Thee in brief of the crea
ture and how he should live" (v r 2 r ). 

Chapter I I deals with the greatness of Kuladharmma· 
which Shiva has extracted~ after churning the great 
ocean of the Vedas and Agarnas (v ro) and which 
excels all others as the light of the Sun surpasses that 
of the fireAy (v 16). Tbe Yogi cannot enjoy; and 
he who enjoys cannot know Yoga but in Kuladharmma 
there is both Bhoga and Yoga ( v 2 3). B_ut Kaula 
knowledge can only be gained by one whose mind is 
pure and who has controlled_ his ~enses _(v 33). In 
v 84-85 Shiva says that the s ix philosophies are the 
six limbs of Kula. The Kaula Shastras are based on 
Veda. T asmftt vedatmakarn sha.strang vidhi kaulat
makang priye (v 85). Many however being ignorant 
of the traditional teaching of Kauladharmrna cheat 
people by their false knowledge (v r 16). Moreover 
the Kula path is full of dangers (v I 22 ). So a lso the 
Buddhist Vajrayana is (I may add) compared to a 
hollow Bamboo in which a serpent is placed. It must 
go tip at peril of falling down. He who fa ils on this 
.path is like to go to Hell. The Pashu should there
fore avoid this method (v 124). Vv 140, 141 ci te 
authorities from Shruti (Rzgveda) in support of the 
doc trine taught. 

The third Chapter treats of the Paraprasada 
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INTRODUCTION: 5 

mantra that is Hangsa/2 which as the great Cosmic 
Breath pervades the v.:orld, opening (v 4) with the 
assertion that Vedas. Pura11as and other Shastras may 
be preached abroad ; whereas the Shaiva and Shakta 
... §.gamas are mysteries (v 4). V ro refers to the four 
Arnnftyas or traditions sq_rne portion of which appear 
in the Tantra Shttstras. U rddhvamnaya is not to be 
learnt by study of the S hastras but from its masters . 
(v 30). 

Chapter IV which is a difficult one deals with 
1\Iahas/iod/2f111yi'tsa. From it as well as other parts of 
the \vork may be learnt how rigorous the St1.dhana is 
which is required of those who are entitled to parti
cipate in the Kaula rites. 

The fifth Chapter treats of the greatness of Kula. 
It contains a descr iption of the Kaula substances the 
making of wine ; the \'arious kinds of wine ; its use 
as Chitta-.shodhana-sf1.dhana so that the mind may be
come Brarnagah. V 48 enumerates the fundamental 
doctrines of this school that "success is attained by 
those very things which lead to fall" (Yaireva pata
nang dravyai/2 siddhistaireva chodit£t). \T 50 refers to 
animal sacri fice : and vv 67, 68 to the necessity of 
wine and meat in the various forms of worship includ
ing the Bauddha. V 90 Says "As soma has been 
ordained a Brf1.hmana should drink;" which other 
Tantras are said to deny. If this however be done in 
the ordinary animal way even a Vira will o-o to Hell 
(v 93). Nectar drinking is the union of KundaH 
SIHkti wit_h the . 1\ Ioonchit (Chichchandra). Others 
are b~t w111e dnnkers (vv 107-108). The true meat 
eater 1s he who has merged l:iis Chitta in the Supreme 
(v_ 109,_). ~e who controls _h_1s senses and unites them 
with Atma 1s a fi sh -eater. I he rest do but kill ani 1 1 
( 

, T 
1 

. 1 1a s 
v 1 IOJ. rue sexua union is the union of p -

sl 1 · l · 1r _J 1A • 1 ~ a ra 
1a ~t1 t 1at 1s "-unaa 1 wit 1 Atma · others do b t l 

l 
. . 

1 
, u 1ave 

carna connection wit 1 women (vv 111 , 112 ). 
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6 INTRODUCTioi\·. 

Tbe .sixth Chapter deals with the characteristics of 
the worshipper. of worship an_d purification of Kaula 
substances. \7v 37-46 deal wnh the lunar. solar, fiery 
Kalfis originating from the vowels. the ~onsonants 
Ka-kha to Tha-da and the Yavarga respectively ; the 
Kalas of Kavarga and Chavarga. Tavar~-~- T avarga, 
Pavarg-a and Yavarga and ?havargc~. 1 he,: folio:,,'' 
sever;] mantras. \1\' 63-67 gwe the (Jurus. '\' antra 1s 
defined _in vv 85-86. 

Chapter \ ' I I describes worship_ of V~-ttuka, Shak~i 
and others. In ,·v. 42-44 the e ight kinds of Kula 
Shakti are enumerated. V,~. 70-,7_5 are noteworthy for 
the v re fer ro the 36 Sha1va l attvas a n? not tl'.e 
Sa,;gkhyan 24 thereby de!1oting- _th e co~rn_e~t1~n of

7 
this 

Tantra with the former philosoph1cal Dctrsbana. \ . 9_6 
prohibits drinkino- in excess so as to produce unsteadi
ness o f mind. \/. 99 contains the oft quoted verse.: 
"Drink and drink again" ·which some erroneoL!sly 
su ose is an invitation to drunkenness : 1~otw1th-

PPd . tl )reYious inJ·unction a nd the \\'arn111g that Stan 111g 1e l ' f ]I 'fl · 
he \\'ho disobeys it is like to go to 1- e . 1e , er~c 
refers to Yoga "drinking." 

Cha te r VI 1 I deals \.vith the Chakra and the 
· ~ f BJ1'"s The Sadhaka passes through various 1orrns o ., · • · h I 

l f A 11 b]1 ·t to Praud/2a.nta 111 wh1c s tate t 1e t 1ese rom .n.ra, " 1' J 
Cl 1 · J ]d ro r r nrnana and then to ata. n 1a -era 1s 1e \.., . . ~ • 
Praud/2anta everything whjc!1 1s dcne 1s ~n 0

1 

~nng to 
BI · ( ) U nmana 1s the state Ill "'h1ch the 1a1rava v. 59. · d T· . ·. ] , · 
S , di I · Jo11crer affected an ,tta 1s t 1e \ e ry a ia -ea is no ;:, TI 
self of the Supreme Mantr;_~ (vv. 8.3-84). 1c st.~t~~ ~ 

P J1' ta are wahno- (Jacrrat) U nmana J.!:.- ~ u UIJ to rauatlan ' .:,• , b 1 1 
· d · (S v·tpna ) Anavastha 1s dream ess seep 1s ream111 g. ' · I 'b · ( 
(·c ·l t·)' The seventh U llasa 1s , 1 erat1on vv. 94, ,JU5 1Upl . , 

95 ). (Turiyavastha). -

Yoo-a is treated of in Chap!er IX. Advaita doctrine 
in its firm Aham I3rahmas1111 1s accepted (v. 32). Jiva 

-~ 

INTRODDCTIO!\. 7 

ts Shiva and Shi\·a J1va: the only difference is that 
one is in bondage and the other not (v. 42) . A note
·worthy passage which explains some acts which dis
concert others say " the K ulayogi' beha,·es in such a 
way that men la 11gh at him and reproach and revile 
and shun him" (v. 4). But doing himself acts o f kind
ness to all be roams the earth ( v. 7 5). Kaulika is 
defined in , ·. 88. '·Oh Thou of beautiful eyes I d\\·ell 
not in Kailfts3. or in Meru or in l\1anclftra but I a m 
wherever the knowers of Ku!~ are·· (,·. 94). 

Th e te nth Chapter treats of worship on special 
days and the Eleventh with the rules of Kulachara 
which should be carefully concealed ( v . 84). The 
t\\'e]f~h Chapter treats of the· Pttduki\ Mantra. V. 58 
prohibits discussion vvith Atheists or unbelievers in 
Verla ( Nftst ika). The subject of the Guru is d ealt 
with at some length. · The next Chapter (XII I) conti
nues the subject of Guru (v 41) and disciple (n1 r-40) 
and their qualifications. Amongst oth er defective 
persons, men ,vho are lewd, given to drink and stupid 
are to be rejected. The Guru s hould real ise that he is 
inseparnte (avichhinna) that is one wi th the Brahman 
which pervades the whole universe (vv. 67-68). V. 82 
refers to the Lingas in the bodily centres a nd v. 90 
gives the e igh t bonds (Pasha) which b ind the Pashu. 
The Guru is he v.·ho by destroying the pleasures o f 
the senses g iYes Brahman-Bliss (v 97). 

Chapter ~IV deals with. the ~es_t ing (Pariks/za) o f 
the qual1ficat1ons of Guru and d1sc1ple; a nd Chapter 
X \T treats of Purushcharana and other matters. 
Pn'\uf1ya.ma is dealt with (v. 35 et seq). Vv. 6 '" -6

9 menrio1~ the "de~ects" ~f Mantras a nd vv. 71 -72 ;tate 
t~e punficatory ntes \~·h 1ch remove the m. The various 
k111ds_ o f l\Ia:1tras, S 1~dha, Sfi.dhya and th_e like are 
described. \ . 96 class ifies the letters accordincr to the 
l\

1

~ahab_hf1tas. \V h e ~1 duing J apa a man shou!l'control 
his animal propens1tes, eat sparing ly, live hardly, 
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culti\·ate faith and devotion and fix his mind and heart 
solely on "That" (vv. 110- 113). Chapter XV I dea ls 
with rites done for the attainment of various objects 
of desire. Chapter XV I I g ives the meaning of a 
la rae number of words such as Guru, .Acharyya, 
De~hika and so forth a nd conta ins a Dhyana of the 
Guru. A t the end of the seventeen th Chapter there 
is a remarkable passage (v. 103) prohibiting (ordinary 
person_s) fr9m rea~ing the [:>Qrtion~ ~f_ this ,vork deal-
1110" \V1th Asavollasa. This proh1b1t1on doubtless has 
be~n prompted by the desire that such persons should 
not be led astray and take to practices which might 

· lead to their moral ru in. For it is to be noted that 
· accordin a to the Shastra the Rahasyap-C1ja is not for 

a ll a nd a~y but for such whon: :~e Guru may consider 
qualified and have been duly rn1t1ated. Except under 
the conditions prescribed the Sa.d~ana wit~ wine ~nd so 
forth is prohibited and its accomplishment 1s admtttedly 
harmful. But under the condi tions prescribed this 
Sadhana. is said to be the practical application of the 
principles ·or Advaitavada which the Agamas of this 
school teach. 

I desire here to express my thanks for the loan of 
Mss. to Pandit A mulya Charana Vidyi\bht1shana, Rai 
Kumudin1 Kanta Bandopadhyaya Bahadur Principal 
of the Rajshahi Col lege and to the Varendra Anu
sandhttna Samiti. 

The ne~t volume of this series will be the K alivilttsa 
Tantra which is now almost ready for publ ication. 
There is a lso in preparation the very important and 
previously unpublished K:1dimata Tantra or T antraraja 
with .its Commenta ry called l\.1anorama under the 
edi torship of Mahamaho_pad~yaya Lakshmana S hastd. 
This I expect to publish 111 two volumes next year, 
to be followed I hope by the Tibetan tex t of a rare 
and unpublished Buddhist Tantra which deals with 
the Mandala (Kyil-khor) of Shrkhakrasambhara. 

' r 
1.I 

r~ 
q 
ii 
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t 
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have al ready the offer of a la rge number of Texts 
fo r th is series, more in fact that I can ever print ; but 
I take this opportunity of saying that I shall be 
pleased to hear from any one who has l\Ianuscripts of 
stJ.ffic ient importance to justi fy their publication. The 
field of selection ,..,i ll th us be ,,-idenecl with. it is hoped. 
bette r results . 

CALCl!TTA, 

131/1 April, 1916. 
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