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PUBLISHERS' NOTE 

The Orientalists' system of transliteration has been 
fallowed in this work. 

. " :at a, af1 a, { 1, ~ I, d u, di u, ~ r, SI\ -r, <?t l, ~ l 

~ e, ~ ai, ai) o, ~ au, .:. rp or rh, : I). 

~ k, ~ kb, ii_ g, , gh, ~ Ii, 

'c, ~ eh, ~ j, ~ jh, ~ ft, 

~ ~, ~ th, ~ Q, ~ cjh, u.r Q, 

t( t, ~ th, 'd, ~ dh, ~ n, 

'lP, ~ ph, if b, 
' 

~ bh, 
' 

~m, 

~ y, \ r, ~ I, 
' 'v, ~ FI, 

" s, ' . ~ s, ~ h, ~ 1. 
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PREFACE 

THIS celebrated Kaula Stotra, which is now translated from 
the Sanskrit for the first time, is attributed to Mahakala Him
self. The Text used is that of the edition published at 
Calcutta in 1899 by the Sanskrit Press Depository, with a 
commentary in Sanskrit by the Jate Mahamahopadhyaya 
Kr,hQanatha Nyaya-paftcanana, who was both very learned 
in Tantra-S'astra and faithful to his Dharma. He thus 
refused the offer of a good Government Post made to him 
personally by a former Lieutenant-Governor on the ground 
that he would not accept money for imparting knowledge. 

Some variants in reading are supplied by this com
mentator. I am indebted to him for the Notes, or substance 
of the notes, marked K. B. To these I have added others, 
both in English and Sanskrit explaining matters and allusions 
familiar doubtless to those for whom the original was 
designed, but not so to the English or even ordinary Indian 
reader. I have also referred to the edition of the Stotra 
published by GaQeta-Candra-Ghota at Calcutta in 1891, 
with a translation in Bengali by Gurunatha Vidyanidhi, and 
commentary by Durgarama-Siddhantavagis'a Bhattlcarya. 
I publish for the first time Vimalananda-S,,amI's Commen
tary to wh1ch I again refer later. When in this Introduction 
or in the Commentary I have not mentioned these two works 
my authorities are the Tantras or Tantrik works which I cite, 
or the information I have gathered from those whom I have 
~onsulted. 
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HYMN TO KILi 

One of the chief features of this Stotra is that it gives 
the niantroddh'llra of the Dakshina-Kalika. It not only gives 
us the Dliyt1na, Y antra, S'lldhana and SvaruJ,a-'Oarnan"ll of the 
Mahadevi, but it also contains the chief Mantras of Dak~i~a
kalika. The adjective '' Tava manu-samuddhara'flajanu" 
qualifying "idam stotram" in S'loka 21 expressly states this 

fact. 
Among the various Mantras of Dak~i1;1a Kalik~ the 

greatest is the " Vidyzt-rajni" consisting of 22 syllables 
(DtfiZvimszzk,ari). This 1nantra gives the fullest and the 
truest symbol of the Svarupa of Her. This mantra is con
tained in the first five S'lokas. 

The first S'loka contains Krim, Krim, Krim (3 akfaras) 
2nd ,, ,, Hum, Hum (2 ,, ) 
3rd ,, ,, Hrim, H,-im (2 ,, ) 
4th ,, ,, DakJine K-alike (6 ,, ) 
5th ,, ,, Krim, Krim, Kr1m, Hum, HfZm, 

H,-im, H,-im, Stlllhlt (9 akfaras) 

So the first five S'lokas give us altogether 22 ak,aras 
i.,. the full V idy1l1'"Djni. 

In Vimalananda-Svami's Tik'IJ of the 5th S'loka in the 
revised Sanskrit text he has proved by quotations from 
the 9th patala of S'aktananda-tarangiQi that this 22-
syllabled mantra is the full and true representation of the 
Svarupa of the Mahadevl. See the quotation which begins 
with 

"Krim-k'ilro mastakam de'Oi Krim-k1lraB'ca lal'lltakam" 

and ends with 
I 

u S'0~-8' abdena J,ada•dfJand'Oam h-a-k-arepa nakham tath'll " 

The words "S'Oarllf,am" (5th s1.) and "Sakalam" (6th 
11.) point to this Vul,-ar-ajn1. After the full Vid1ll-rzi;n, has 
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PREFACE 3 

been given in the first five S'lokas, the 6th S'loka gives the 
various other Mantras of Jess importance and significance
ranging from one syllabled to nine-syllabled, 15-syllabled, 
21-syllabled and so forth. 

This Mantroddhara has been made following the 
authority of Kalika•s'ruti, Niruttara-Tantra and other Tantras. 
Many commentators, however, have apparently in the view of 
Vimalananda failed to consult the above ~uthorities, and 
have thus fallen into errors and have given a different 
Mantroddli"IZra. Some take the 1st S'loka to give a one
syllabled mantra, the 2nd sloka as also the 3rd, two two
syllabled mantras, the 5th a nine-syllabled one and so 
on: a view which it is contended is opposite to such 
passages as " atha hainam brahmarandhre brahma-s'Oa
ruJ,inim apnoti . . . . . . . . . brhad-blianu-fay-am 
uccaret" in the 1st Sukta of Kalikopani~ad; or passages 
in Niruttara .. Tantra (Ch. II) beginning with "Atha 'Oaksye 
Kulenni Dak~in-a-k'lllika-manum" and ending with "Sa-roa
mantra-mayl vidy-a sr,ti-sthityanta-kziripi.'' The Svam1 
further refers me to the end of the Kalikopani~ad where 
dealing with the various Mantras of the Dak~iJJa-Kalika it is 
said "Atha sarv'ilm 'Oidyam p,athamam ekam d'Oayam io7l 

trayam tttJ n7lmatrayaJ,utitam t12i krt'Oc1, japet." The great 
TAntrik PiirQananda Giri explaining the passage says " Sar
-ollm 'Oidyllm•iti purooktad'O"ilvimstatyakfary7l11, f,rathama bijam 
i,ci bija-dvayam -vti etc. ('Oide S'yama-rahasyam, Rasikamo
ha~n's edition, p. 36.) 

From the above consideration, it is clear that at the 
very beginning in the first 5 S'lokas the 22-syllabled Mantra 
is given and then the others. It may be added here that the 
fact of Mahakala's composing the Hyn1n in 22 S'lokas not 
more nor less-is also an indication of the correctness of the 
Svlmt's view, who, in further support of it cites S S'lokas 
dealina with the Mantrotldh'IZra from the Krt111U1•at11TJ11 of the 
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4 HYMN TO K!LI 

Daktii,a-KaJika under the ·first 5 S'Jokas of the Karpudrdi, 
which will be found in the printed text. 

In coarse of revising his VyzikhycJ Vimalananda-Svaml 
bas in the first six S'lokas given good grounds to prove that 
the Stotra not only contains the M ant'f'oddhzt-ra and the 
Sizdhana of S'ri-S'ri-Dak~ina-K~lika but also in it are given 
the Mantras and Rahasyaf,llj"iJ of S'ri-B'ri-Tara and S'rl-S'rl
Tripura-sundarl. 

In addition to the Mantroddhara the following matters 
are contained in the Stotra. 

Dhyana 
Yantra 
S5:dhana 
Madya 
Marhsa 
Maithuna 

•••• .... 
•••• 
. . . 

.... 
• •• 

••• 

. .. 
•••• 

.... 

No. of Slokas 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 
18 
10, 11, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 
13 
19 
10 

Phala-s'ruti . . . .... 21, 22 
The S'lokas 9, 12, 14 contain stuti only. 

B'lokas 10, 15-18, 20 refer to the Tantrik 'VJroc'llras-ad,htz,u,. 
Vlr2Zcllra is for the class of s-adhaka who are TJlrabh:it'Oa and 
abhitikta. To those who follow J,a~'O'llc-ara this ritual is 
strictly forbidden. The nature of the rahasyapu;-a is indicated 
in the text, to which I have added an explanatory commen
tary in English and Sanskrit. 

To the PaS'u, sizdhana by night is prohibited, for it 
connotes in S'~kta-sadhana, worship with the Pancatattoa. 
The Pa~u is still bound by the f,"iZ~a (bonds) of desire, etc., 
and he is, therefore, not adhikari, for that which, if under
taken by the unfit, will only make these bonds stronger. For 
him, on the contrary, there are severe restrictions in this 
matter, for, as the S'§:ktakrama cited by the commentator 
says, "Maithunam tatkatl..-al-apam tad10,fh1m '"'''"arjayet.~' 
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PREFACE s 
(The Pastu should avoid maithuna, conversation on th~ 
subject, and the like.) The PaB'u should avoid the eight forms 
of maithuna known as afti:lnga maithuna-viz., smarapam 
(thinking upon it), kirtanam (talking of it), kelih (play with 
women). prekfapam (looking upon women), guhyabh'lZ~apam 
(talk in private with women), sainkalpah (wish or resolve for 
maithuna), adhyavas<Zyah {determination towards it), as well 
as kriy-ani1Pattih (actual accomplishment). The Nitya Tantra, 
which the con1mentator cites, says: "RZ'ltrau naiva yajed 
de'Oim sandh~<ly"iim vzi 'Parclhnake ''-" He (the Padu should 
never worship the Devi during the latter part of the day or in 
the evening or at night." To this, from amongst many other 
authorities, I may add the Svatantra, which says that the 
Pas'ubhava Sadhaka should do one lakh of japa in day time 
and that a V1ra devoted to his own Acara should do one lakh 
of jaj,a at night; 

·, 

Pas'ubh°D,'Oarato mantri difJ'lZ lakfa-jaj,am caret. 
Stlllc'llranirato 'Oiro ,zztrau lakfa-jaj,afn caret. 

In connection with this verse I must observe that in the 
notes to verse 20 it is said that the first half of the 20th 
S'loka is meant for " Pa&'us-adhakas " and that the 2nd half 
refers to the '' /iurr,,abhifiktaviras'lldhaka,'' as also that the 
word "pa,am" (after.wards) means and refers to the time 
when the 'Pa~u' having received abhitJeka enters 'OirtJclZra 

and is adhik~rl for the midnight j,uraS'carapa. Vimalananda 
teUs me that this is wrong and that the whole S'loka has ... 
reference to the 1'11'a or dioya-siJdhaka and. that no portion of 
it ref err; to the Pa~,1,-s"ll,ahaka. 

The quotation just made from the Svatantra-Tantra no 
doubt seems to lend support to the view that the first part 
of the S'loka refers to the Pas'u, but he informs me and I fully 
ac.cept the correction that he and other followers of the 
B'astra knew the passage to bear a meaning wh.ich is consonant 
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6 HYMN TO KiLi 

with ~is view, that is, it means this :-Mant,, means the 
1Jlras?ldhaka ; the mantri should perform lak,a-japa in the 
day time following the "ltc-ara of the j,as'u (f,a&'u-bh:lJfJa
ratah ). The vira-s?ldhaka should perform lak1a-japa in the 
night following his own 'llcllra (sv'llc'llra-niratah). The word 
" B'CJiZc'llra " ( own aczz,a) points to his fnterpretation being 
correct. 

In support of his view the Svami cites the following 
Verses which all say the same thing namely that the initiate 
should be Brahmacarl during day and at night worship 
according to l{ulacara. Kaulavali says: 

N aktam-bhoji ha'CJi~ytZnnam japed 'Vidy"iZm di'V"il ducih. 
DvivastZh sarvatha viro brahmacz:tri bhavet sadzi. 
Ratrau sampujayed devim kul-ac"ltra-krametza tu 
Dvijanmani%m tu sarve~am dvidha vidhi-rihocyate. 

Again, Kalikopani~ad says : 

S''llmbkava-d1kfllsu ,-atah dllktefu 1'2% divzt b,ahmac1lrl 
r1Jt1"au nagnah sad'ii maithutillsaktam'llnasah J apa-f,fljadi
niyamam kuryzid iti. 

Kaulavali again says: 

Unmukhy'i1,h K-alik-ayt1,S'ca ois'e1ah kathyate 'dhun'll. 
Divase brahmaca,-yepa B'Olyasamkhy'lljaJ,am ca,et. 
R-zzt,au m'lZm&tZsa'Oaif'matsyairmud,-'lJbhir maithunod-

bluz'Oaih. 

The reason of the fJlras-rtdhaka being instructed to adopt 
the iZcztra of brahmac'tlrl in the day-time is the necessity for 
the concealment of the 'C)Jr'llc'llra from the public which Tantra 
so of ten insists upon. S'iva says that oJr'iZcZZra cannot be 
understood aright by the common people and there£ ore must 
be concealed, as closely as a man should conceal his own 
mother's sin '' goJ,a1et m:atr•jlZra-fJat.'' 
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PREFACE 1 

Moreover, the worship of Kali in "J,ad'Orlc7J.ra,, is totally 
forbidden by S'iva. The Pa&'u is precluded by Tantra from 
the worship of KalJ. For example the Niruttara--Tantra says: 

Di'Oya-bh'll'Oam vira-bhavam vinti K-alith J,rapujayet. 
Pujane narakam y"ll,ti tasya duhkham J,ade pade. 
Pas'ubh"ll,va-rato devi yadi Kalim prapujayet. 
Raura'Oam narakam y"lt,ti yllvad 'D,bhuta-samJ,laoam. 

(By the worship of Kall without Divyabh-ava and V1,a
bk1J'Oa the worshipper suffers pain at every step and goes to 
hell. If a man who is of the Pas'ubh"ll'Oa worships Kali then 
he goes to the Raurava Hell until the time of final dissolution). 

Vimalananda-S'vami says : The worship of l{alI without 
the use of wine, though seen in many places, is PauraQik and 
not Tantrik (i ... e. sanctioned by the Tantra.) 

Verses 1-8, 11, the first part of verse 20, and 21 (except 
at midnight) deal with japa of the mantra of, and dhy-ana 
upon, the Devl, which, of course, may be done by the Pa~u. 
Verses 9, 12, 13, and 14 are stuti, and 22 is the usual J,hala
B'loka, which states the reward to be gained by the reading 
of the Stotra. 

Vers~s 101 15-18, and the second portion of verse 20 deal 
with Latns-izdhana. The B'akti of this s7ldhana is ordinarily 
the own wife of the s"lldhaka, married according to the Vaidik 
injunctions ; the B'OaS'akti or 'lldyclB'akti, as she is technically 
called in Tantra. One's own. wife is .Adyzi-S'aktl and S-adh(Zna 
should be done with her aid (Ady~•B'aktih &'CJad'iJr"llh sy-at t'llme•· 

'07'~rtya s"ZJdhay~t). With her is practised that &'aktis'lldhana, 
the aim of which is the acquirement of self-control, which, 
checking the·.outward-going current, places the s'ltdhaka upon 
the path of ni,,ortti. Indeed, the Kaulikarcanadfpika says, 
"-Without zidy'll B'akti, worship is. but evil magic". (AdyZZ• 
S'4ktim vin'4 /ftzj"IZ. abhic-ar-aya kalj,ate). It is only the 
aitltlha, which term is here used in the special s~nse of one 
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8 HYMN TO KALi 

who has obtained complete control over his passions, to 
whom is permitted another ~akti, (paraB'akt,). So the Praoa
tofinl quotes, " a man shall obtain siddhi with his own 
Flakti, and afterwards (that is, when he is siddha) he should 
make japa with pa,a&'akti" (S'Oa&'aktau siddhim -apnuy?lt 
J,aras'aktau tada jaj,et). And similarly Niruttara Tantra 
says, that the s11,dh,aka who is siddha in Kulaclra may 
worship "another" woman. (Siddhamantrl kul1lcrtre f,ara
yof"llm J,raj,fl,jayet). In both these cases j,a'1aB'akti has a 
double meaning 'Ois., '' another " woman that is corporeal 
woman, or "Supreme" that is the Supreme Woman who in 
the body is KuQdalini-S'akti. This latter appears to be sense 
in the quotation which speaks of the siddhamant'11, It has 
been said also, as 1n the Mahanirva~a Tantra, that para;akti 
must (if unmarried) be married either by Vaidika or S'aiva 
rites, or (if married and the husband is dead) according to 
the latter rite. Further, that which determines the moral 
character of an act is the intention with which it is done. As 
the Kaulavaliya says, when a man's intention is bad then his 
a.et is so, otherwise there is no fault: 

A ta e'Oa ,yad-iz yasya '01lsan'll kutsit'll bhaoet. 
T ad'it dof tZya bha'Oati n-anyath-a tlflf att,am k'Oacit. 

As ·an example of the same act and varying intention, it 
is aptly said : " A wife is kissed with one feeling and a 
daughter's face with another ,, . (Bkaosna cumbit-a kzzntZJ 
IJhllwna duhitr?Jnanam). A Mantrin who is given over to 
lust, for the subjugation of which the s94dhana is prescribed, 
goes, as is said in the Tantradra, to the Hell called R-aurava~ 
(Lingayonirato mantrl rau,-akang narakang brajet). In the 
words of the Ah~rabheda-Tantra-VzimcZclZro bha'Ost tatr11 
flllmll bkat'O'lZ ,yajet j,ar'llm. " One may be a VlZmllellft if 
one can worship V~ma being ones61f a woman." This ia on 
the principle that a worship.per should always be like the 
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PREFACE 

object of his worship. Woman is De'Dat'lZ, and the embo~iment 
of the Supreme S'akti, and is as such honoured and 
worshipped, and is, when pujy~ S'akti, never the subject of 
enjoyment. 

Verses 15 and 16, as sufficiently appears from their 
context, refer to the s'i1,dhana of those who are not siddha. 

Verses 10, 17, and 18 apply to both szzdhaka and siddha, 
as to verse 20, see pp. 4, 5 ante. 

By such sildhana the last vestiges of the most powerful 
of such bonds is sought to be destroyed, and with such 
destruction the seed of karma and rebirth. He, like S'iva, 
becomes destroyer of Smara, ·and S'iva Himself. Verses 4, 
18, and 20 refer directly to this fruit of s'lldhana. Others 
indicate the material and intellectual greatness on earth of 
the s"lldkaka, who devoutly worships the Devl. To him is 
given mastery over all persons and things of the world, which 
on death, if siddha, he leaves for the dwelling by the Supreme 
Feet (verse 17), or Nirvaoa. As S'iva says in the Kalivil~sa
Tantra " I have told you, my beloved, all about the five 
Tattvas, Sadhana in the cremation ground and with the 
fun.era! pyre now listen to the doctrine of the Siddha-vlra." 

M adyam matsyam tathc1 m'ifmsam mudr-am maithu-nam
eoa ea. 

Sma&'~nas?Zdhanam bhad-re cittZs"Ddhanam e'Oa ea. 
Btat te kathitam saroam siddha'Olramatam B'titt,u. 

It is the s-adhana of the cremation-ground on which all 
passion is burnt away. There are two kinds of cremation
ground, of which the one is the funeral pyre (cit11), and the 
other ,yonir!l,p'a mahDk-ali. As the first Chapter of the 
Niru.ttara-Tantra says there are two cremation grounds 
namely that which is the funeral pyre and the 1oni which, in 
its sskfma sense, is the Devl, the B'mas-ana being in the 
same sense dissolution or /,rala1a. (S'maS'llnam tlwwalUJ,;,, 
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de'Oi chit~ yoni J,rakirtit-a). In even the sthula sense tbe 
• s'lJdhaka must be sus?Zdhaka, for union without right dis-

position-jaJ,a, dh'fllna etc.-is the animal maithuna of a 
j,as'u. 

S'Ioka 19 refers to animal and human sacrifice to Kall. 
Reference to this sacrifice is also made in the Kalik=r-Pura,;,a, 
and the Tantrasara speaks of a substitute in the figure of 
a man made of the paste of cereals. The latter ,vork also 
says that by the sacrifice of a man one acquires great pros
perity, and the eight siddhis. (Naradatte maharddhih sy"lld 
a,tasiddhir-anuttam-a). But it adds that this is not for all. 
For the Brahmal}a may not lllake such a sacrifice. (Brzthma
p'iZn'iZm narabalid'llne n<Zdhik'Drah ). And if he does so, he 
goes to Hell. Moreover according to K. B., who cit.es as his 
authority the Yamala quoted in the Kalikalpalata, the King 
alon·e can make such a sacrifice. 

This leads one to point out that the Hymn has other than 
these gross (Sthu,la) meanings. In Brahamanism everything 
has three aspects-Supreme (Para), Subtle (Sflkfma) and 
Gross (Sthula). Thus the nineteenth S'loka when referring to 
the Eacrifice of various animals and of man himself intends 
according to the subtle ~ense the six great sins for which they 
stand, ranging from Lust (goat) to Pride (man). It is these 
which must be sacrificed by the knowers who are worshippers 
of the Mother the age of material sacrifice, so universal 
throughout the ,vorld, having passed away. So again the 
word·· ParaS'akti may ref er to the Supreme B'akti or may be 
used in the sense of a S'akti other than the S'DaB'akti or 
Sa:dhaka's wife who, may in the case of the competent 
(atlhik-ari) be an associate in the worship on the principle 
stated in the Guhyakallkhal}.da of the Mahakala-Samhita . 

. ·".As is the competency of the Sadhaka, so must be that 
of the Sadhika. In this way only is success attained.and not 
othe·rwise even in ten million year~ '', 
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Y-adrS'ah s7ldhakah J,roktah S"lldkik71,'pi ea t"lldr~ah 
Tatak siddhim-a'OZZj,noti n-anyath<Z 'Oa,,a-kotibhih. 

11 

This principle rests on the fact that man and woman 
together make one ,vhole and can only co-operate in the rites 
where the attainments or Adhik-ara of each is the same. But 
this does not necessarily mean that such co-operation is by 
Maitkuna in its sexual sense; quite the contrary. In the 
same way in the Vaidik ritual the wife is Sahadha,mitt,1. 
But such ritual is only for the competent within the bounds 
of S'astric injunction for, as the S'aktisaiigama Tantra (Part 
IV) says,-" Though a man be a knower of the three times, 
past, present and future and though he be a controller of the 
three worlds, even then he should not transgress the rules of 
conduct for men in the world were it only in his mind ". 

Y adyapyasti triklllajnas-t,ailoky-a1Jar1atz.ak,am'llh. 
Tath'll'j,i laukik"llc-aram manas-a'J,i na langhayst. 

But ParaB'akti again may mean no woman at all, but 
Supreme S'akti or the Mother Herself whose forms they are 
and in such sense the union of the Sadhaka is with the 
"woman" within himself-the KuQdalinl S'akti who in Yoga 
unites with Her Supreme Husband Paramas'iva. (See 
A. Avalon's" Serpent Power"). The context must be known as 
in the misunderstood saying "Maithunena mahllyogi mama 
tulyo na sam&'ayah," which does not mean, as a recent English 
work on Hinduism suggests, that by sexual connection 
(Maithuna) the Mah"llyogl becomes without doubt the equal 
of Siva or God. This is on its face absurd and had it not 
been that such criticism is clouded with prejudice the 
absurdity would be recognised. How can sexual connection 
make any one God or His equal? The person spoken of is a 
M ah:izyogl who, as such, has no connection physical or 
otherwise with women. M aithuna means " action and 
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reaction" and "coupling" and sexual intercourse is only on, 
form of such coupling. Thus when Mantra is said there is a 
coupling or M aithuna of the lips. In Yoga there is a coupling 
(Maithuna) of the active and changeless Principles of the 
Universe. The ~saying means that the May~yogl who unites 
Kui;tdali-S'akti 1n his body with Paramas'iva becomes 
himself S'iva. 

So again it is said in an apparently alarming verse quoted 
by Tarkalarhkara, in his commentary on the Mahanirv:iJ}.a. 

M-atr-yonau kfiPet limga1n bhaginyah-stanamardanam 
Guror-milrdhni j,adam aattv-a punat'janma na vidyate. 

~fhis verse in its literal sense means that if any one 
commits incest with his mother and sister and places his foot 
on the head of his Guru he is liberated and is never again 
reborn. aut of course that is not the meaning. The first 
half of the line refers to the placing of the ]ltllltm'iZ in the 
triangle situated in the Mulztdhllra centre with the S'Vayam-
1,h,11,linga in it which triangle is called M"iZtr-,yoni. The Lihga 
is the ]l'O"Dtm'ZZ. From this point upwards, after union with 
Kun.dalinl, the ]l'CJ"atm"ll is to be led. The union of jt'CJatffl,'lZ 
with Kuodalini is spoken of in the second half of the first line. 
Ku])dalinl is the sister of the JltliZtm'll, both being in the same 
body. The meaning of the last line is as fo1lows :-after 
union of KuodalinI and ]lfJlltmiJ the united couple are led up 
to the Sahasr'llra or thousand-petalled lotus in the head which 
is situated above the twelve-petalled lotus which again is 
the·. abode of the Guru. When the YogI is above the twelve .. 
petalled lotus his feet may be described as being on the head 
of the Guru. Moreover it is said that at this point the 
relationship of Guru and disciple ceases. M'IZtr-1oni is also 
the term given to those sections of the fingers between the 
joints on which count of the Japa or recital of the mantra is 
sot to be done. If M11tr-1onim suggests incest, then this verse 
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is a prohibition of it-M"lltr-yonim pa,-ityajya 'Oiharet sanJa• 
1onifU. There are many other technical terms in Tantra
S'astra which it is advisable to know before criticising it. One 
of the tests to which an intending disciple may be put 
consists in being questioned as to such passages. If he is a 
gross-minded or stupid man his answer will show it. 

In order therefore that the Hymn may be understood in 
its various aspects I have given in the notes explanations of 
or in respect of its Sthflla or gross meaning. This is followed 
by the valuable commentary given to me, some years ago and 
now first published, by Vimalananda-SvamI which is cal1ed 
SfJarfl,j,avy'lJ,kh,yrt; that is, it gives the subtle (Sukp,a) or, 
as we should say in English, the inner sense or esoteric 
meaning according to the teaching of his own Guru Maha
mabopadhyaya-R~manandasvami-Siddhantapaflcanana .. The 
text books and Commentary are preceded by ~n admir
able little essay of SvamI Vima1ananda by way of Introduc
tion to the V imalilnandadllyini S'Oarupa-vy"iZkhyll on his " Lord 
of Hymns" which is commonly known as the Karpuradi 
Stotra chanted by Mahakala to, and in honour of, Dak~i:Q.a
Kalika. It, as also the inner-sense Commentary are written 
for those liberation-seeking Sadhakas who, worshipping 
S'rlvidya, meditate not on the gross form (Sth:alamurti) but 
on the S'CJa'filj,a-tatt'Oa of Brahmavidya Kalika. As such 
many will be glad, as I was, to read it and will derive 
benefit therefrom. 

I may note here that the SvamI while revising the 
Vytkhyt, has given a new interpretation of the line "te 
LakfmJ-lztsya-lila-kamala-dala-drs'ah 'V'llma-ruj,llh bha'Oanti" 
in the 5th S'loka and of "rati-rasa-mah"ltnanda-nirat'llm" in 
the 13th S'loka. 

On the attainment of siddhi, ritual ceases. There is 
neither sacrifice nor worship, nor yoga, j,ura~carapa, wata, · 
jaj,a, or other karma. For all slldhana ceases when it has 
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borne its fruit in Siddhi. The Siddha-Kaula is beyond all 
rules. 

For the meaning of these and other terms, the reader is 
referred to the Author's " Principles of Tantra, (Tantra
tattva)," " S'akti and S'akta," "Serpent-Power" and 
"Garland of Letters" which is a study on the Mantra
S'Astra; and for other Hymns to the Devi, his and Ellen 
Avalon's "Hymns to the Goddess," translated from the 
Sanskrit of the Tantra, Pura.Qa, and the DevI-stotra of 
B'arhkaracarya, which gives other specimens of the Hindu 
Hymnal, of which that now published is but one and a 
special type. 

Puri, ARTHUR AVALON 

30, May 1922. 
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INVOCATION 

AIM 

I make obeisance to the Lord Guru, the wish-granting 
Tree of Suras, eternal Consciousness and Bliss Itself, the 
highest of the highest, Brahman,. S'iva Himself. I make 
obeisance to Her who by Her S'akti of three Gui;.ias creates, 
maintains, and at the end of the Kalpa withdraws, the world 
and then alone is. Devoutly I call to mind Her, the Mother 
of the whole universe, S'iva Herself. 

OM 

Obeisance to the Supreme Devata. 

Here follows an Introduction to the V imal'llnandad'llyini 
Commentary on that Lord of Hymns called the Karpflr'lldi,
Stotra to Srimad Daksina-K-alik'iJ. . . 

All-good and all-powerful Parames'vara is without begin
ning or end. Though in Himself Nirgui;ia 1-Ie is the Adh~ra 
of the three Gui:ias. Though Himself formless He creates, 
preserves and withdraws the world of extended matter 
(Prapaflca) by means of the Avara1.1a and Vik~epa-S'aktis of 
His own Maya: which can make that possible which seems 
impossible. The S'vetas'vatara-U pani,ad says that by medi• 
tation was seen the Sua-S'akti of the Deva, who is the abode 
of all causes, associated with Kalatattva. In the Niruttara
Tantra B'iva speaks of the three-eyed corpse-like One, Nirguoa 
but also seat of Gu;o.as associated with S'akti. Though 
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Himself without beginning, middle or end, He creates and is 
the material Cause of the world which has a beginning, 
middle, and end. For this reason the Tantras and other 
S'astras call Hin1 A.dinatha, Mahakala, Paramas'iva and 
Paramabrahman. It is this unlimited, undivided, beginning
less, and endless ~Iahakala who is imagined to be limited by 
the Sun, Moon and Planets, and, as such, is called by the 
names of Kala, l{a,tha, Muhurta, Yama, Day, Night, Pak,a, 
Month, Season, Half-year, Year, Yuga, Kalpa and so forth. 
It is He who divides Time into Kala, Ka~tha and so forth, 
and as Vya,ti is called by the name Kala, and the rest. He 
is named Paramas'iva Mahakala when creating, preserving 
and withdrawing the millions of worlds. 

Apart from individual name and form, He exists as the 
Sama,ti of them and the Endless Supreme Greatness 
(Paramomahan). Vi~Qu-Puraga says that Bhagavan K=tla is 
without beginning or end. From him appears the limited in 
creation. Atharvaveda says that Kala created beings (Praja) 
He is Prajapati. From Kala was self-born Kas'yapa and 
Tapas. Mahakala is omniscient since He is a11 pervading, 
dependent on none, and the Atma of all. Kurma-Purana al~o 
says that he is the Supreme, imperishable, without beginning 
or end, all-pervading, independent, the Atma of all who 
fascinates (Manohara) all minds by His greatness. Kala
madhava cites Vi,ou-dharmottara as saying that He is called 
Kala because of his dissolving (Kalanat) all beings, and He 
is Parames'vara because He is Himself without beginning or 
end. Mahakala is Himself Nirguoa and Ni,kriya, but his 
S'akti makes the Sun and other heavenly lights rise, stay and 

set. 
It is by the Power of the S'akti of KA.la that men and 

other Jivas are conceived in the womb, are born, attain child
hood, boyhood, middle and old age and leave the world 
OI) death. In the B'intiparva of Mahibhirata, Vedavyila 
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says that it is through Kala that women bear, that 
birth and death occur, winter, summer and rains come, 
and the seed germinates. Even Brahma., Vi~Qu and 
Rudra appear, stay and disappear through the S'akti 
of Kala. None can escape Its operation. Vi~Qu-Sarhhita 
says that even those Devas who create and withrlraw the 
world are themselves withdrawn by Kala. Kala or time 
is certainly then the stronger. MahakaJa· is called l\tlah~kall 
because He is one and the same and not different from His 
eternal S'akti. It is She who is Mahavidya, Mahadevi, Maha
maya, and ParabrahmarupiQT. As Adinatha Mahakala is the 
first creator of the world so the S'akti of Mahakala, the 
mere if ul Mah~kalI is the Adi guru of the world. Yogini 
Tantra says that Mah~ka.11 is the Mother of the ,vor]d, and 
one with Mahakala, as is shown in the ArdhanarJs'vara Murti. 

It was this Brahmavidya who (Yogini-Tantra, 10th 
Patala) at the beginning of this KaJpa was heard as a body
less voice from the sky by Brahn1a, Vi,9u, and MaheS'vara, 
who were then told to perform Tapasya for the acquisition of 
creative and other S'aktis. It was this Aniruddha-saraS'vatI 
who in the Satyayuga appeared in the Heavens before Indra 
and other proud Devat~s in the form of a briJliant Yakfa, and 
crushing the pride of the Devas Agni and Vayu, in the form 
of all-beautiful U m:f, taught Brahmatattva to Indra, the King 
of the Devas {See Kenopani,ad 11, 12). 

This K~ll again who is Parame,tiguru and grants Kai
valya, compassionating the sensuous and short-lived J1vas of 
the terrible Kaliyuga re,·ealed the S'ambhavi- Vidya. This, 
which was taught in the form of conversations between Devl 
and ls'vara, had been during the three preceding ages kept as 
concealed as a lady of high fami]y from public gaze. It con
ta,ned t~ree sets of sixty.four Agamas each, which revealed 
the path of Liberation for these Jlvas. · Though She is Her
self eternal and SaccidlnandarUpiol, She at tiarJes out of 
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compassion for S~dhakas assumes forms fitted for their 
Sadhana. Similarly the Veda, Agama and the rest though 
everlasting portions of the S'abdabrahmartipiQI are on]y 
revealed to Sadhakas at different times in the several Yugas. 

When the MahadevI who is Consciousness (CinmayI) at 
the beginning of the Ka1pa ,vas pleased by the Tapasya of 
Deva Rudra, floating on the Causal Waters, She assumed the 
Virad aspect and became thus visible to Him. At that time 
by the command of Mahadevi the Deva · Rudra saw in the 
St1~urhna millions of universes (Brahmauga) and millions of 
Brahmas, Vi~r:ius and Mahes'varas in them. The Deva, greatly 
,vondering in the Heart-Lotus of Mahadevi, there saw the 
Murti of S'abdabrahman consisting of Agamas, Nigamas, and 
other S'astras (See Yoginl-Tantra, 9th Patala). He saw that 
of that Murti, Agama was the Paramatma, the four Vedas 
with their Angas were the Jivatma, the six systems of philoso
phy (Dars'ana) were the senses, the MahapuraJJas and 
UpapuraQas were the gross body, the Smrtis were the hands 
and other limbs, and all o·ther S'astras were the hairs of that 
great Body. He also saw the fifty Matrka (Letters) resplen
dent with Tejas on the edges and petals . .of Her Heart-Lotus. 
Within the pericarp of the Lotus of the Viradrupi1.11 He sa,v the 
.Agamas, brilliant as millions of suns and moons, replete with 
all Dharma and Brahn1ajfiana, powerful to destroy all Maya, 
full of all Siddhis and Brahmanirval).a. By the grace of 
Mahakali ~.he fully mastered the Veda, Vedanta, Purfl1.1as, 
Smriti and all other S';,istra. Later, Brahma and Visnu . . . 
received this knowledge of Agama and Nigama from Him. 

In the Satyayuga Brahma revealed the Smrtis, Puraoas 
and other S'astra to the Devar,is. In this way Brahmavid)'I 
,vas promulgated to the world. This therefore is authority to 
show, that just as Brahman is everlasting, so are the Agamas 
and Nigamas which tell of Brahman. Just as in the Satya 
and other Yugas, onJy the !hree twice-born. castes, wearing the 
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sacred thread, but not the giidra and other low castes were 
entitled to worship according to the Veda, so in those three 
Yugas only Devar~is, Brahmar~is and Rajar~is, who had 
conquered their passions and knew Advaita doctrine and 
Brahman, were entitled to the Agama S'astra which destroys 
all sense of difference caused by ignorance and grants know
ledge of Advaitatattva. 

By S'iva's command they kept it as secret in their heart 
as they would a knowledge of their own mother's illicit love. 
By Upasana they became liberated whilst yet Jiving (Jlvan
mukta) and attained to Brahn,anirvaJ}a. At that time the 
Upasana of the Agama was unknown to Sadhakas devoted to 
Karma. For this reason many people nowadays think th~ 
Tantra-s'astra to be of recent origin. Probably all know that 
in the first three Yugas Brahmai:ia boys, after investiture with 
the sacred thread, used to learn the KarmakaQda and Jftana
kaoda of the Veda orally from their preceptors. The Veda 
was not then classified or reduced to writing. Towards the 
close of the Dvaparayuga, S'rlkffQ.a-dvaipayana Mahar,i 
Vedavyasa divided the Veda into four parts and reduced it to 
writihg. This however does not show that the Veda is a 
recent production. The Supreme Science (Para vidya) 
which is contained in the Agama was also handed down from 
generation to generation of Gurus in the first three Yugas aqd 
is being now similarly transmitted. Towards the end of the 
Dvaparayuga, and at the beginning of the Kali age, merciful 
S'iva impelled by compassion for humanity bound in the toils 
of ignorance, divided the Tantra-s'astra, which is unlimited 
knowledge, into three sets of sixty-four parts each, according 
to the necessity of different Adhikaris, and then told them to 
Gaoapati and KArtikeya the two beloved sons of PirvatJ. 
They repeated these Tantras to ~,is of Siddhas'ramas, and 
these last, in their turn, told then1 to their own disciples. Of 
tb~ ~,is who knew Agama tpe chie~ was DattAtreya, an 
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incarnation of Vit1:QU. At the beginning of the K·a]pa the 
ancient Brahmavidya contained in the !gama appeared from 
out the Parameiti-guru who is Maha.brahmavidyA and exists 
in man's heart unlimited and imperishable. lf Sadhana is 
done according to the instructions of a Sadguru .. it becomes 
visible in the Sadhaka's heart. U ptsana, in the Vaidik form, 
predominated in the Satyayuga. In those days Brahmal)as, 
and other twice born castes, impelled by a desire for weaJth, 
progeny and so forth used to worship Indra, Agni, VAyu, 
Surya, Soma, Varui:ia and other Devas presiding over parti• 
cular S'aktis of Parames'vara in v,hom al1 S'aktis reside. But 
desire-free Brahmari,is and Maharsis did Sadhana of Brahma-. . . 
vidya the full and perfect S'akti. And so we see in the tenth 
Maudala (,,~) of the ijgveda-Sarhhita that Mahadevl appeared 
in the heart of the daughter of Mahar~i Amhhr1.1i and so told 
the true nature of BrahmavidyA to ij~is. This is the Dev1-
sukta full of Advaitatattva, the Hymn telling of the true 
nature of Brahma-vidy~ in the Veda. In the Treta and other 
Yugas the BrahmaQas and other twice-born devoted to the 
Karmakaoda used to perform Yajflas and so forth, according 
to the Smritis'astras of l\lanu and others. But Brahmar~i 
Va~i~tha (in CinacA.ra) Rajan;i Vis'vAmitra (see Gandharva
Tantra, First P3tala), VideharA.ja Janaka, BhrgurAma the son 
of Jamadagni (see Kallkulasarvasva), S'ri R:rmacandra and 
other high-souled men were worshippers of Brahmavidya tbe 
full and perfect S'akti. Again in the Dvaparayuga, despite 
the existence of Vaidik and Smarta cults, the Agnihotra 
Yajfla and other rites used to be performed according to the 
Pural}.as. But high-souled S'rlkri~na the son of Vasudeva (see 
Radha-Tantra, Devl Bhigavata and Mahibhirata, AnuS'Asana 
Parva, Ch. 14), the five Pandavas namely Yudhitthira and 
others (Vidita Parva, Ch. 6) the high-souled Rajar,i Bhlshn1a, 
the great Muni Vedav~·Asa, high souled S'ukadeva, Asita, 
Devala and Brahmarois such as DarvlsA were worshippers·of 

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



INTRODUCTI'ON 2l 

MahlvidyA .the perfect S'akti. Of this the Mahahharata and 
other books provide particular proofs. In the present 
Kaliyug:i also the ten S'arhskaras such as marriage and so 
forth of the twice born, and the obsequial ceremonies such as 
S'raddha are performed according to Vaidik ritual. Smrti 
governs Candrayana and other matters relating to As'rama 
and legal affairs such as inheritance. The autummal Durga
puja :ind other Vratas are performed according to the PurAQas. 
But initiation, Upasana of Brahman with S'akti and various 
practices of Yoga are done according to the ritual of the 
Agama S'astra. 

This latter is of three kinds according to the prevalence of 
the Guuas namely Tantra, Y:trnala and Damara. There are in 
all 192 Agamas current, namely 64 each in As'vakranta, 
Rathakranta, and Vi~nukranta. lVIany Tantras were lost in 
Buddhist and Mahommedan times and the few which still 
remain ,vith Sadhakas in different parts of the country are uot 
shown by them to any but to their disciples, so that these also 
are about to be lost. The late Rasika-Mohana-Chattopadh
yaya, with great effort and cost, saved some of these-and the 
English Arthur Avalon has done the same and I hope yet 
others will in future be rescued by him. 

In the Yoginl-Tantra ls'vara says to Devl that the differ
ence between Vedas and Agamas is like that between Jlva 
and Atmi, that is between Jlva covered with Avidya and 
IS'vara who is full of Vidya. Indra a.nd other Devas who 
used to be ,vorshipped as Is'varas in Yajftas held under the 
KarmakiiQda. or Sarhhita of the Vedas are, in Tantra-S'Astra, 
worshipped as the Presiding Devatas of the Dikpa1inl S'akti 
of Her who is all S'aktis (Sarvas'akti-svarupii:it). The three 
IS'varas Brahma, Vi,ou and Rudra of the Vedas and PurAr.ias 
are in Tantra-S'istra the presiding Devatas of the creative, 
preservative, and dissolving S'aktis of MahAdevJ. As such 
they are worshipped as the support~ c;,f the couch of the 
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Mahidevi. She in the Devlglta says that ' Brahma, Vif(iu, 
ls'vara, SadaS'iva are ·five Mahipreta at ri1y Feet. They are 
constituted of the five Bhiita and represent the five different 
elements of matter.' 'I however' She says' arn unman.ifested 
conciousness (Chit) and in every way beyond then1.' 

Again the Veda says 'All this is verily Brahman.' 
Despite this Mahavakya, various distinctions are n1ade, such 
as those of caste, Adhikara of men and women and so forth. 
So a male Brahmal}a may say Vaidik Mantras but not 
BrahmaQa women. Distinction was again made between 
objects as between the water of the Ganges and a well. All 
such distinctions are wholly opposed to the Spirit of the Great 
Word (Mahavakya). The 1'antra-s'astra says that the supreme 
Brahman is both subtle and gross. In dependence on the 
truth of this Mahavakya Tantrik Sadhakas purify wine which 
is 'not to be taken and drunk' according to Veda. Consider
ing it to be as holy as nectar, they offer it into the mouth of 
Kulaku:tJ.dalinI who is Consciousness itself (Citsvarupinl). 
Again, in accordance with Veda, the Tantra holds food to be 
sacred and knowing that food is Brah.man ordains the offering 
of it to Mahadevl. This offered food is Mahaprasada and 
very holy and rare even for Devas, and whether it be brought 
by a Cal}.dala, or even fallen from the mouth of a dog. The 
Vedas and Srnrti say that the Ca1.1dala and other low castes 
are untouchable. On touching them one must bathe,· do 
Aghamarshana and so forth. But . the Tantra-S'a!;tra says 
that even a CaQrlA.la~ who has a knowledge of Kula doctrine 
and Brahman, is superior to a Br~hmaoa who does not know 
Brahman. The Tantra-S'astra again says that during the 
Cakra all castes are equal. Since all are children of th~ J>ne 
Mother of the World, no distinctions should be made at the 
time of worshipping Her. It is on this Tlntrik authority 
that no caste distinctions are observed in the matter of eating · 
~Qg e9 forth in the Virajak,etra of B'rl S'rl Vimal& Dey! •. ~he 
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Veda again prohibits the performancs of Yajfla ot worship 
after the taking of food.· Tantra-S'astra however says that 
qne should not worship Kalika whilst suffering from hunger or 
thirst otherwise She becomes angry. That is since S'iva and 
Jlva are really one it is futile to worship the Paramatma 
saying 'I .offer Naivedya' when the Jlva, who is one with It, 
is in want of food and drink. Smrti again, which explains 
Veda ordains that the Shalagrama stone which represents 
Naraya:Qa should not be touched or worshipped by any but 
Brahmar.ias. On the other hand, the Tantra-S'astra ordains 
that the Banaliiiga representation of the Brahman may be 
touched and worshipped not only by Brahn1aJJ.as but by 
S'udras, Ca:Q.dalas and women. In fact the Karmakai;ida of Veda 
contains many such ordinances opposed 'to Brahman-knowl
edge. For this reason Bhagavan S'rikr~Qa has said in'the Gita 
that the Vedas are concerned with objects constituted of the 
three Guoas (Triguoavi~aya) and bids Arjuna to free himself 
of the Gu1.1as .. He says the Veda contains the Karmakar.,.da but 
that he who seeks the Brahman-state above the Gu1.1as should 
abandon the Karmakaoda and perform Sadhana ~ccording to 
S'astra by ,vhich Liberation is gained. In spite however of 
differences in worship and practice both Veda and Tantra 
S'a.stras are one in holding that there can be no Liberation 
without Tattvajiiana. In the Nir~aQa-Tantra S'iva says 'Oh 
Devi, there is no Libera_tion without Tattvajfiana.' According 
to Veda, a Sadhaka, in order to become fit for NirvaQa, must 
have first accomplished the fourfold-Sadhana. He 1nust hav~ 
acquired the faith that Brahman is alone everlasting, and 
have no desire for happiness either on earth or in heaven. H~ 
must possess the six virtues, S'ama, Dama and so forth, and 
must long for Liberation. ~e then discusses (Vicara) and 
ponders on the Mahavakya ' That thou art' (Tat tvan-i asi), 
and thus .realizing the unity of Parc1;matmi aud Jivatmi, 
a~tai~s. _t~e ~Qowledg~ ' He _l ~~ ' (SQ'h~m). 
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In Tintrik Upisani the JfUinakA-Q.da is mingled with the 
Karma kaQda. The Agama teaches the ignorant Pas'u, s..:eeped 
in dualistn, V1rabhava Sadhantt in which dualism and non• 
dualism are mingled. It thus endeavours to raise them to the 
divine state of J1vanmuktas, the state of pure Monism. Manu 
says' l{now dualists to be PaS'us. Non-dualists are Brihma
oas.' Rudrayamala says that Vlrabhiva is revealed for the 
development of Jflana. After perfecting Jftana and attain
ment of Brahmasiddhi, the Sadbaka becomes Devata in a 
pure state of Sattva. The Vedanta and philosophic S'astras 
are replete with instructions and argun:.ents touching non
dsalism. But they do not indicate the path by which one can 
be in actual practice non-dualistic. For this reason we see 
Vedantic Pandits deeming it unclean to touch a low caste 
man such as a S'udra. They also observe endless distinctions 
as to what should or should not be eaten, and what should 
and should not be offered to Devata. Tantra-S'astra however 
says that non-dualistic Bhava (Bhavadvaita) should be accom• 
panied by non-dualistic action (Kriyadvaita). The Yoga
ve.si,iha (Ramaya1.1a) says that to the Muni who realizes ton• 
dualism (Advaita) in Bhava, in KriyA, and in objects (Dravya) 
in all these three matters the world, seems but a dream. 

According to the instruction of Tantra-S'astra the 
Sadhaka rises in the early hours of the morning, and sitting 
on his bed, meditates as follows: ' I am the Devi and none 
other. I am that Brahman who knows not grief. I am a 
form of Being-Consciousness-Bliss, Whose true nature is 
eternal Liberation.' Again at noon sitting at worship he does 
Bhutas'uddhi, and therein merging the 24 Tattvas beginning 
with earth in Paran1Atm~ and thinking of the Paramitml 
and JtvAtma as one he media-ates: 'He I am.' Gandharva
Tantra says that, after due obeisance to the Guru, the wise 
Sidhaka should think ' He I am ' and thua unite Jlvltml and 
Faram&tq}J. In all Sthula-Dhylna. of ,Mah&vidy:ls, forming 
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part of daily worship, Tantra-S'astra everywhere enjoins 
meditation on the Mahadevi as not different from, but one 
with, the Sadhaka's Atma. The Kali-Tantra says that, after 
meditating as enjoined, the Sadhaka should worship the Devl 
as Atma. 'He I arn' (So'ham). Kubjika-Tantra says that 
the Sadhaka should think of his Atma as one with Her. Nila
Tantra in the Dhyana of Tara says that meditation should be 
done on one's own Atma as one with the Saviour-goddess 
(Tarini). In Gandharva-Tantra Mahadevl says, as regards 
the Dhyana of Tripurasundari, that the Man who meditates 
on the unattached, attributeless, and pure Atma which is 

Tripura as one with, and not different from, his own Atma. 
b~comes himself Her (Tanmaya). One should become Her 
by ever thinking 'She I am' (Sa.'ham). Again in the Kall
kula-sarvasva S'iva says that whoever meditates on the Guru 
and recites the Hymn of the spouse of S'iva and thinks of 
Kalika's Atma as one with his own Atma is S'ri Sadasiva. 
Similarly Kular~ava Tantra says 'The body is the temple of 
Devata and the ]Iva is Deva Sada.S'iva.' Let the Sadhaka 
give up his ignorance as the offering (Nirma.lya, which is thrown 
away) and worship with the thought and feeling 'He I am.' 
It is not only at times of worship and so forth that the 
SD:dhaka is enjoined to meditate on Her who is Paramatma: 
as one with his own Atma. S'iva teaches that our thought 
and feeling should be non-dualistic in all that we do, in 
eating, in walking and so forth. 1-J ence in the Gandharva
Tan tra S'iva says 'I am both the Deva and the food offered 
to Him, the flower and perfume and all else. I am the Deva. 
There is none other than Me. It is I who Y:orship the Deva 
and I am also Deva of Devas..' Again it is ordained that at 
the time of taking Kiraoa ( wine) and the rest they shouJd be 
offered to the· Fire of Consciousness in one's own heart, 
uttering the Mantra, and thinking that - Kula-Kuodalin1 
extends to .the· tip•.of his tong1.1e,-let the Sldbaka say: 'The 
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liquid shines. I ·am the Light. I am Brahman. She I am~ 
I offer Ahuti to my own s~lf Sv~hl.' He who does S~dhanD: 
' of the l\f ahavidy~ in VJrach~ra with such Advaitabh:tva 

attains by Her Grace to Divyabh:tva, and with the thought 
'I am Brahman' becomes liberated whilst living, and on 
death is one with Mahadevl. In the Devigita S'rl S'rl DevI 
says ' He becomes Myself because both are one.' Again the 
Mahanirval)a-Tantra enjoins a similar non-dualistic feeling 
in the Mantra to be said when taking the Dravya (wine). 
The ladle is Brahman, the offering is Brahman, the fire is 
Brahman, the offering is made by Brahman and to Brahman 
he goes who places all his actions in Brahman.' ' 

· Saccidananda Mahavidya, in undistinguishable union of 
B'iva and S'akti, can a]one be worshipped with such non-dual
ism of feeling. Although Tantrik worshippers are divided 
into five communities namely S'akta, S'aiva, Vai,Qava, Ga1;1.a
patya, Saura the first alone are all Dvijas since all worship
pers of SavitrI (Gayatri) the Mother of the Veda belong to 
the S'akta community. The Matrkabheda-Tantra says' Savitrl 
the Mother of the Veda was born of the sweat of Kah's body. 
That Devl grants the threefold fruit and is S'akti of 
Brahman.' Sadhakas belonging to the other four communities 
worship their respective male Devatas associating with them 
their S'aktis. Thus the S'aivas worship S'iva under the 
names Uma-Mahes'vara, S'iva-Durg:C, Kill S'arilkara, Arddha
narts'vara and so forth. The VaieQavas worship Vi~ou under 
the names, Radha-Kr,oa, Lak,ml-Nlraya:r>a, S1t~-R~ma1 

S'rl-Hari and so forth. In the N irvlna-Tantra S'ri l{ffl}a 
$ays 'To those who do Japa.of Radha first and then Kr$'oa to 
such I, of a surety, grant a happy lot even no.wand ·here.' By 
uttering the name Slt:I-Rama (Sita coming first) one utters 
the Tara of Maha.devl, and for this rea$on it is also called 
~araka-Brahma. T_he Sauras perform_· their worship with 
the l\1.antra.' Obeisa.Qce to S'rl Sarya accompanied by .the 
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S'akti who reveals.' Moreover the Maya- Blja (Hrlm), which 
is the Praoava of De.vl, is added to the MQlamantra by every 
sect. This clearly shows that all these five sects are direct]y 

or indirectly worshippers of the Brahman whu is S'iva-S'akti 
(S'ivas'aktyatmaka) both in his Nirguoa and Saguoa aspect~. 
Kaivalyopani,ad says 'By meditation on the three-eyed, 
blue-throated serene Lord (Prabhu) Parames'\'ara, who is 
without beginning, middle and end, who is one and pervades 
all things, who is wonderful, Cidananda Itself, accompani€d 
by Um5:, the Muni goes to the Source of all being (Bhutayoni) 
to the \Vitness of all, who is beyond all darkness.' Hence in 
the Tantra-S'astra, S'iva has said that the S'iva-s'akti-Tattva 
is the cause of Tattvajiiana and therefore Jc\pa should be done 
by a Mantra in which they are united. That is one attains 
Tattvajnana, which is liberation, by worshipping Brahman as 
Mother and Father. All Mantras being composed of S'iva 
and S'akti one should tneditate on S'iva-S'akti as being one. 
In the Tantra S'astra also S'iva has said that there is no 
difference between them who are inseparably connected 
(A.vinabhavasarhbandha). He who is S'iva is also S'akti and 
She who is S'akti is also S'iva. Fatherhood and Motherhood 
are merely distinctions of name. In reality they stand for 
one and the same thing. The Tantra S'astra again says that 
S'akti, Mahes'vara, Brahman all denote the same Being. 
l\1ale, female, neuter are verbal and not real distinctions, 
S'akti, Mahes'vara, Brahman; all three denote the one 
eternal Mahavidya who is Saccidan3cnda. · Although the 
Mahavidya is in truth Nirgu1.1a and eternal, ~he assumes 
various Mayik forms, ,,arying according to the Gul)as, forth~ 
fruition of the desires of Sadhakas. It is said in Candi that 
She ever appears to fulfil the purposes of Devas, and at such
time She, who is Truth etern~I, is commonly said to he. 
g·enerated. In the Devy::rgama it is said: 'Mahlmaya who is_ 
C.j!rllpl and P~_rabrapµiasvartipinl ass_µmes by _Her g~ace 
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towards Stdhakas various forms.' We may meditate on 
Mah~devI as either female or male, for these terms may be 
attributed to any gross body._ They cannot however be 
attributed to Her in so far as She is Saccidananda. Sadhakas 
of S'akti worship Brahman as Mother, for in the world the 
mother-aRpect alone of Her who is Brahn1an is fully mani
fested. In the Yamala, S'iva says:-' Dcvi may, My Beloved, 
be thought of as f~I!lale or male, or the SaccidanandarupiQI 
may be thought of as Niskala-Brahman. But in truth She is 
neither a female, male, neuter being, nor an inanimate thing. 
But like the term Kalpavalll (a word in feminine gender 
denoting tree) feminine terms are attributed to Her.' 

In fact the main cause of the birth and nourishment of men 
and animals is tht!ir respective mothers. Tht!ir fathers are 
merely helpers (Sahakari). Every Jiva on issuing from his 
mother's womb, lives on her milk, and receives his first 
initiation with the Mantra ' Ma' (Mother). The first preceptor 
(Adiguru) of every man is his mother. She is his visible 
DevaUi. His first lessons are learnt of her. It is the mark 
also of the Earth to generate and nourish all Jivas, like a 
mother, by producing for them all kinds of fruits and grains 
and holding them in her bosom. Hence we are not wrong in 
saying that the world is full of the Mother. 

In mathematics zero has no value and is merely an empty 
formless (Nirakara) thing, indicative of infinity until it is 
joined to an integer. But when joined to the figure 1 it 
conv~rts it into 10. Similarly when She who is formless 
Brahman is joined to Her own Prakrti, consisting of the three 
GuQas, spoken of in S'ruti as 'the unborn one, red, black, and 
white,' then She assumes for the fruition of the Sadhaka's 
desires ten different forms (Das'amahavidya) whose variety is 
due to difference in the proportions of the three Gunas. There 
are the ten Maht\vidyas who are S'iva and S'akti (S'ivas'akti
mayl).. These ten forms are Kill and TArl., the Mahividyi· 
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Sodas'I, Bhuvane9'varl, Bhairavl, Chinnamastl, Dhumavatl, 
the Vidyi Bagala, the Siddhavidyi Matangl, and Kamala. 
Some Tantras mention eighteen Mahavidya, but these are 
forms of the ten with s1ight variations. Of the ten Maha
vidyas, Kall is S'uddha--sattva-guoa-pradhana, Nirvikara, Nir
guoa-brahma-svarupa-prakas'ika. It is this primordial form 
which alone directly gives Kaivalya. In Yogini-Tantra Devl 
says 'Nc.">w see my form (Rupa) which is Brahmananda and 
supretne. Listen, this f orn1 is the supreme state (Paramadhama) 
in the form of l{a1I. There is no Brahman-form higher than 
this.' In Kamadhenu-Tantra S'iva says ' In the void is Kall 
who grants Kaivalya '. Tara is Sattva-guoatmika and Tattva
vidyadayini; Sodas'i (Mahatripura-sundari), Bhuvanes'varl and 
ChinnamasUt are Rajah-pradhana and Sattva-guoatmika and 
hence they grant Gaui:iamukti in the form of fleaven (Svarga) 
Ais'varya and so forth. The forms of Dhumavati, Baga]A, 
Matangi and Kamala are Tamah-pradhana and hence their 
Sadhana is done in Satkarma, such as causing death to others 
and so forth. In short all the ten forn1s of Mahadevl give 
Enjoyment and Liberation directly or indirectly. 

The forms of the Mahavidya are divided into two groups 
nameiy the Ka1ikula and S'rikula. So Niruttara-Tantra says 
that 'Kali, Tara, Raktakall, BhuvanA, Mardini, Triputa, 

I 

Tvarita, Durga and Vidya Pratyangtra belong to the Kill-
kula. And to the S'rikula belong Sundari, Bhairavl, Bali, 
Bagali, Kamala,, Dhumivatl, Matangl, VidyA, Svapni\vati and 
Mahividya, Madhumatl. Of all the Siddhavidyis Dak,ina is, 
0 my beloved, the Cause (Prakrti) '. 

Kall-kula is for the wor=,hip of Joanis in Divya and 
Vlrabhava, and S'rt-kula is for the ,vorship of l{armins in 
Divya, VIra and Pas'u- Bh~vas. The Tantra-S'astra gives 
an · account o( the Mantras, Yantras, mode of \\·orship 
and so , forth for all the ten or eighteen Mah~vidyAs. But 
almost all nntrik writings hymn the greatnes~ of, and give 
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the highest place to, K=rJika the first MahtividyA for the 
others are but different forms of BrahmarupiJJl Kalika. The 
Nigama-Kalpataru says 'Of a1l castes the Brahma1.1a is the 
highest. Amongst all Sadhakas the S'akta is the highest. 
Of S'aktas he is the chief who does Japa of the Kallmantra.' 
Picchila-Tantra also says ' of all the Mantras of the Devas 
that of Kalika is the best. Even the vilest can become 
Jivanmukta simply through this Mantra.' In Yogini-Tantra, 
S'iva says 'This Vidya Kalika is Maha-Maha-Brahma 
Vidya, through whom even the worst may attain Nirvaoa, 
Even Brahma, Vi~QU, and Mahes'vara are her worshippers. 
She who is Kali the supreme Vidya, is Tara also. The 
notion of a difference between them has given rise to 
various Mantras.' Again the Kamakhya-Tantra says 'Oh 
Parames•vari, seven lakhs of Mahavidyas remain hidden. 
Of them alJ Sodas'i is said to be the most sublime. • But Oh 
Devi, the Mother of the ,vorld, l{alika is the mother even 
of Her.' Niruttara-Tantra says 'Without knowledge of 
S'akti, Oh Devi, there is no nirval}a, That S'akti is Dak,ir.ia 
Kall who is the own form of all Vidyas (SarvavidyarupiQ.1).' 
The Yamala again says ' As is !{all so is Tara and so are 
Chinna and Kulluka. Oh Devi, thou, who art the supreme 
Kalika, art also the Murti \\thich is composed of these 
four. In the Vaidik systP-m Sagnika (fire-maintaining) Brtth
ma9as achieved their ends by the offering of oblations to the 
seven lolling tongues' of fire named Kall, Kar:1:11, Manojavi, 
Sulohita, SudhumravaroA, Sphulinginl and Devi Vis'varuci' 
(1st Saptaka, 2nd Khaoda, 4th Sotra).1 

An·other important characteristic of the Tantra-S'astra 
remains to be mentioned. Although this Scripture is very 
liberal in matters of practice and worship and does not 
recognize distinctions of caste and so forth, it has yet repeat· 
edly, enjoined SAdhakas to keep this AcAra hidde~ from. 

1 See~ .. Mu,1,akoJ,anitatl, 1-2-4. 
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ignorant PaS'os. Of Kaulas it says that 'they are at heart 
S'iktas, outwardly S'aivas, and in gatherings Vai,,l)avas '. It 
also contains injunctions such as that the teaching should be 
kept as secret as one would the knowledge of one's mother's 
illicit love, and that if it is given out the Sadhaka's p11rpose is 
frustrated and so forth. In the Gandharva-Tantra, S'iva says 
that only such men as are without dualism, have controlled 
their passions and are devoted to Brahman are entitled to 
this S'astra. ' He alone is entitJed, who is a believer, pure, 
se1f-contro1led, without dualism who lives in Brahman, speaks 
of Brahman, is devoted to Brahma11, takes refuge in Brahman, 
who is free from all feeling of enmity against others, and who 
is ever engaged in doing good to aJI beings. Others are not 
true Sadhakas (Brahmasadhaka). It should not be told to 
Pas'us, to those who are insincere, or to men of shallow know
ledge.' For this reason S'iva has used symbols in the teaching 
of all Dhyanas, Mantras, Yantras, and modes of Sadhana of 
Devas and Devis. The tneaning of these symbols is not 
known to any but the Sadguru. Hence the secret mysteries 
are unintelligible even to the learned without the grace of the 
Guru. In the Kulan,ava-Tantra, S'iva says 'There are many 
Gurus who know the Veda, the S'astras and so forth. But, 
Oh Devi, rare is the Guru who knows .the meani~g of the 
supreme Tattva'. Hence in order to kno~ the true meaning of 
the Dhyanas and so forth, there is no other means than to seek 
refuge with the Guru who knows the meaning of all Agamas. 

It is owing to ignorance of the true nature of Devata that 
even Brahmavidyi, who is subtler than the most subtle and 
Consciousness Itself, seems to be a gross thing. Even learned 
men do not shrink from saying that this Brahm:imayl, whose 
desires are fully realized (PQri,akima) is fond of offeringc; of 
blood, flesh and so forth. In the Jflanasarilkalinl-Tantra, S'iva 
says, 'Agni is the Deva of the twice bor.n. The Devall of Munis 
is :in theiJ'. hearts. Men. of small intelligence .wQrship image·s. 
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To the wise, Devata. is everywhere/ That is Karmin BrAhmar,as 
,vorship Agni as Is1vara, Yogts see the Devatll in their own 
hearts, men of small intelligence (that is compared with the 
others) worship the Devati in images, and high•souled seers 
of the Tattva see Brahman everywhere. In fact much as a 
teacher shows his little students, small globes and maps, in 
order to make them understand the nature of the great earth, 
so Gurus counsel S:idhakas of no great intelligence and of 
inferior Adhikara to meditate on Sthula forms in images and 
pictures so that their wandering minds may be rested, aud 
they may learn the true aspects of Devat~. Unfortunately 
however, ignorant men consider the Sthula form to be the true 
aspect of the Devata. In th~ KularQava-Tantra, S'iva says 
that some meditate on the Sthula to still the mind, which, 
when so stilled, can fix itself on the Suktn1a. The Sadhaka 
should first learn from the Guru what quality or action each 
limb of the image represents, and should then practise medi.
tation on the subtle, otherwise the gross f orn1 will itself, 
become for him mere earth or stone. In Kubjik4-Tantra 
S'iva says ' Oh Lady of MaheS'a. One should meditate on the 
Formless (h~re used in the sense as opposed to forms of 
images, etc.) along ,vith the fonn. It is by constant practice, 
Oh Devl, that one realizes the formless.' 

Hence Sadhakas ,vho desire Liberatio.n should always think 
of the Svarupatattva of Brahmavidya-KilikA. Of this Svarupa 
the Devl says in MahabhAgavata : ' Those who long for 
Liberation should, in order to gain freedom from the bonds of 
the body, meditate on that aspect (Rupa) of Mine which is the 
snpreme Light (Jyotih), Suktma, and Ni,kala, Nirguoa, the 
all-pervading unbeginning, D(?D•dual sole Cause which ·is 
Saccid§:nanda Itself. This is the Svarupa of the Devl which 
is beyond all mind and spe·ech.' 

The Markaodeya-Puraoa says, • The Mahimiyi ia 
Ni,kall, Nirgu(ll, endless, undecaying, anthin.kable, formleu 
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and. both eternal (NityA) and transient (Anitya) ', that is, 
MahAmayA Ka1ik4 is free from Ka1:r (Maya) and free from 
Gui,as, without end, imperishable, eternal, and not transient 
as is the world (Jagat), formless, and hence, as such, is not the 
,,object of meditation. In the Kurma-PuraQa, Vi~1_1u in the 
form of a Tortoise says that the Supreme Devl is NirgutJa, 
pure, white, stainless, free from all duality and realizab]e by 
the Atma only. This state of Hers is attainable only by 
Jfiana. In the Kamada-Tantra S'iva says 'That eternal Kali 
,vho is supreme Brahman is one without a second either male 
or female. She has neither form, A.dhara, or Upadhi. She is 
sinless and imperishable Sacchidananda, the Great Brahman.' 
She who is eternal Brahman has neither appearance (Avir
bhava), nor disappearance (Tirobhava), and being all-pervad
ing, She cannot be said, like other Devas and Devis, to reside 

I 

in any particular Loka. Thus Brahma resides in Brahmaloka, 
Vi,ou in Vi~1.1uloka, Rudra in Kailasa and S'rl Kr,1.1a in 
Goloka, but Mahadevi is always and everywhere equally 
present ; though for the fulfilment of the desires of Sadhakas, 
She appears in particular forms in their minds and hearts. 
It is clear therefore that her Sthu1a aspect is Maya-made 
(Mayamaya) and transient (Anitya). For this reason S'iva, in 
the Gandharva-Tantra, says, ' That aspect (Rupa) of the Devt 
which is the Supreme Bliss and the Great Cause of the ·worlds 
neither appears nor disappears'. In the Kular1.1ava-Tantra, 
S'iva says. 'It neither rises nor sets, nor grows nor decays; It 
shines Itself and makes others shine without any help. This 
aspect is without condition (AnavasthA) and is being only 
(Sattamatra) and unknowable to the senses (Agocara).' 
That is, the Svartipa aspect of the Mahadevl who is Supren1e 
Bliss is the root-cause of this world of three Gu1.1as. This 
aspect has no appearance or disappearance and no gro,vth or 
deca)'\- ' It is self-manifest and manifests all other objects. 
It is beyond the states of waking, dreams, and sleep. 
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It is unattainable by speech and mind and is Being 
itself.' 

In fact just as fire which, though pervading all objects, 
does not show its power of burning and lighting, and can
n9t be put to use for cooking and so forth, until it has been 
generated by the friction of two objects, so although the 
Cinmayi is all-pervading, She does not become visible nor 
does She grant one's desire without the action of Sadhana. 
Again just as_ the Sun itself, motionless in the distant 
Heavens, by its rays draws moisture from the earth, so the 
MahadevI, who is the abode of all S'aldis, though in Her
self changeless (Nirvikara) creates (and the like) the world 
by means of the eight S'aktis, Brahma1J1, Vai~ij.avi, 
MaheB'varl and other Devatas, presiding as her crea.tive 
arid other S'aktis. For this reason in the Yantra of Mahadevi 
Kalika (see Kalikopani~ad) the Sadhaka worships the fifteen 
B'aktis l{a11 and others in the fifteen corners, the eight S'aktis 
Brahml and others on the eight petals, the eight Bhairavas 
and Vatukas Asitanga and the rest at the edges of the eight 
petals, the four Devatas, Vi~QU and others, at the four corners 
of the Yantra, and the ten Dikpalas, Indra and others, in the 
ten directions as being the rays of Kalika who is Herself a 
mass of pure Hght (Tejoghana). The Mahadevi is worshipped 
as the Murti consisting of S'iva-S'akli (S'ivas'aktimaya) in the 
Bindu at the centre of the Yantra. 

Although the .Agama-S'5:stra, which grants Advaitlhh:rva 
and educes TattvajfUinat has been revealed by all-merciful 
S'rl S'rl Bhairava and Bhairavt, it is still unknown to a mass of 
peop!e. Many in fact to-day despise the Tantra because it 
contains Virac~ra and Ku1=tcara, and some e,·en refuse to 
admit that it is a Dharmas'astra at all. If thr:y had read the 
Tantra-S'astra intelligentJy and learned its principles from 
S~dhakas truly versed in it, they would have realized how 
mistaken were their notions of it and, instead of despising it, 
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wou]d certainly have admitted that this S'astra is the only 
means of Liberation for the undiscipli'ned, weakminded and 
short-lived. Seeing that wine, flesh, fish are consumed and 
sexual intercourse takes place in the world at large I am myself 
unab]e to understand why many people should shudder at the 
Sadhana of Paftca-makara to be found in the Tantra-S'astra. 
Do these acts become blameable only if made a part of 
worship (Upasana)? 

All know that Ghee which nourishes and promotes 
longevity causes serious stomach-disease and even death if 
taken in too larg~ quantities, whilst snake-poison, which kills, 
will yet cure and lengthen the life of a dying delirious 
man, if it be purified and given under suitable conditions 
with a cold bath, a diet of whey, and so forth. Similarly 
the Great Physician (Vaidyanatha) Himse]f has prescribed 
the Mantra of Adyas'akti possessed of all S'aktis, and the 
invigorating Paflca-makara as Sadhana suitable for the cure 
of the malady of Existence (Bhavaroga) of the sinful Jivas of 
this dark Kali age, and as a means whereby they may attain 
the supreme state full of eternal bliss, imperishable and im
mortal. All cJasses of physicians prescribe the use of wine, 
fish and flesh in measured quantities for the acquisition of 
strength by patients who are weak and have a low vitality. On 
that account the medical science does not deserve to be 
hated. Similarly the Tantra-S'astra does not deserve to be 
blamed for prescribing the Pancha-makara for the L1beration 
of Jivas suffering from the disease of worldly existence. S'iva 
has nowhere said that Sadhakas of S'akti should always drink 
wine, always slaughter anirnals and eat their flesh and always 
enjoy women, and that thus they will attain Liberation. On 
the contrary, He has counselJed various means for checking 
excesses in these matters, and He has in particular controlled 
licence by making these acts part of the worship of Is'vara. 
It is the degraded conduct of a number of great Pas'us who 
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pretend to be Sadhakas which is the cause of the public dis
like for, and hatred of, the Tantra .. S'astra. In the MahAnir
V&J)a-Tantra S'rl Sadas'iva says 'Wine is Tari the Saviour 
in liquid form (Dravamayl). It saves Jlvas destroying dangers 
and disease, and grants both Enjoyment and Liberation. 
But wine if drunk in contravention of rule (Vidhi), destroys 
the intelligence, reputation, wealth and life of men. Even 
a Kaula who has received Abhi~eka an hundred tin1es 
is to be deemed a Pas'u and without the pale of Kuladharma 
if he is addicted to excessive drinking.' In the l{uHirl)ava, 
B'iva says 'Oh My Beloved, he who kills animals for self• 
satisfaction in contravention of S'astric ordinance (Avidhanena) 
will dwell in a terrible Hell for as many days as there are 
hairs on the body of the anin1al.' These utterances of S'iva 
clearly show that He has nowhere ordained the free use of 
Paflca-makara by people in general. He has ordained 
Vlracara or Kulacara only for Sadhakas of the Nivrtti path 
who long for Liberation. Such Sadhakas, free from duality 
(Nirvikalpa) as they are, wish to see the Saccidananda aspect 
of the Mahadevl, and S'iva has prescribed the Paftca-makara 
to enable them to realize the Ananda aspect. Just as a man 
who knows not sweetness is given sugar or honey to eat, so 
the Sadhaka is made to taste the fleeting objective (Vifaya) 
bliss (Ananda) of Patlca-makara so that, thus controlling his 
six entmies for the time being, he may have a notion of the 
Eternal Brahman-bliss (Brahm5:nanda) : This momentary 
taste of eternal Brahman-bliss makes the Liberation-desiring 
S~dhaka eager for and industrious to gain it. But after the 
attainment of this natural (Sahaja) Brahman-bliss he no 
more longs for the five Mak~ras and becomes gradually 
devoted to Divyacara. If a Sadhaka takes wine in a limited 
way, after purification, the outgoing of his senses is weakened, 
and the mind or inner sense is stilled so that he is thus fitted 
for Suk,n1a-Dhyana. For this reason wine is. called causi 
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(Klraoa). In the Kularnava-Tantra, Shiva says, 'Ananda is 
the Self (Rapa) of Brahman and that exists in the body. 
Wine is its revealer and is hence drunk by Yogis. Wine and 
flesh are taken with Brahmajfiana for the satisfaction of all 
Devas, and whoever partakes of them for self-gratification is 
a sinner.' That is Sadhakas do Sadhana with Paftca-ma~ 
kara for the satisfaction of the Devatas whom they worshjp 
and the development of Brahmajiiana in their hearts ; but 
whoever takes them for his own enjoyment is doon1ed to a 
terrible hell as a great sinner. S'iva has also said in the 
Kulaq1ava, 'One reaches heaven by the very things which 
may lead to Hell.' The fifth Makara, that is, sexual inter
course, is the root-cause of the creation of the world of Jlvas. 
Ail Jivas, be they Devatas, men, beasts, birds, fish, insects or 
flies, are produced by the sexual union of their respective 
parents. In this wor]d every mal~ is an individualised 
(Vya~tlbhuta) aspect of Shiva, the A.dipuru~a, and Caodl 
says, ' all fem ales in all the worlds ' are part of the Mahas'akti. 
The Kurma-Purana says, 'The Maha.devi is lierself One, 
present in many parts or rlivisions (Anekavibbagastha), beyond 
Maya, absolutely pure, Mahamaya, ls'var1, eternal, stainless 
(N iraftjana), ancient, consciousness (Cinmayl), the First 
Puru,a (Adipuru,a) of all Puru,as.' The Gandharva-Tantra 
says, ' The male form (Pumso rupam) the female form~ and 
any other good f orm~all this is undoubtedly Her supreme 
form (Paramam · rttpam).' One Brahman, becoming dual, 
appears as S'iva and S'akti, and that aspect in which there is 
union of S'iva and S'akti is the true aspect of Saccidananda 
Brahm.an. It is from this aspect of Blissful (Anandamaya) 
union that the world is created, and for that reason men and 
all othe\- creatures ever seek happiness. The Bliss of the 
rep-roductive power of males and fem ales Manifests in their 
bodies only at the time of seiual union. At this time ignorant 

I 

men remain intent only on gratifying their passion, bu, 
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Sa.dhakas, possessed of the knowledge of Kula, then meditate 
on the Yoga~blissful (Yogananda) form (l\,fQrti) of S'iva and 
S'akti present in the hearts of males and females and, calling 
to n1ind the meaning (Artha) of the Mantra of their I~tade
vata, do Japa of it. In the Kalikulasarvasva, S'ri Sadas'iva 
says, 'By doing Japa of Mantra and by adoration of Bhaga
vatl, the consort of S'iva, at times of sexual union, a man 
becomes, like S'uka, free from all sins.' In another place He 
says, 'The consort of S'iva should be worshipped by becoming 
S'iva.' True S'akti-sadhana consists in considering all girls 
and ,vomen, old and young, and of all castes, as the visible forms 
of •)ne's own I~tadevata and (according to one's rr1eans) 
worshipping them with clothes, ornaments and sn forth ; or 
bowing to them as mothers with the l~tamantra in mind and 
not treating the1n with neglect or contempt under any circum
stance. In the Kaulavali-Tantra, S'iva says, ' One should make 
obeisance on seeing a young woman of a Kaula family. One 
should bow to any fetnale, be she a young girl, or flushed with 
youth, or be she old, be she beautiful or ugly, good, or wicked. 
One should never deceive, speak ill of, or do ill to, a woman 
and one should never strike her. All such acts prevent .the 
attainment of Siddhi.' 

At the present time a measured use of wine, flesh and so 
forth and a thorough respect for woman as for the Devata are 
particularly seen in the civilized society of the West. Satisfied 
at this, the Mahadevl, who is the Queen of Queens, has granted 
to the people of the West the light of science and sovereignty 
over the who]e world.· S'rlmat .Adin~tha Mahakala has, in the 
'Karpuradi Stotra' called the Svarupa-Stotra, briefly described 
the Mantra, Yantra, Dhyina and Sadhana: of S'rlmatl Daktioa• 
Kalika who is Parabrahman (ParabrahmarUpioi). This Sup
reme Tattva is hard to attain even by such ls'varas as Brahml, 
Vir,ou and Rudra. Mah~k~la Himself says, 'Neither Dhat:I 
AO~ IS'a nor Hari knows Thy Supreme Tattva.' 
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I 

However, in accordance with the teachings of my Parama
guru, Mahamahopadhyaya and most worshipful Ramananda 
Sv~ml Siddhantapaftcanana, the crest-gem of Tantrikas, now 
gathered to the feet of S'iva, I write this Svarupa commentary 
under the name of 'Vima][nandadayinl.' of this Karpur=tni 
Stotra, in consonance with the views of Tantra and other 
S'astras. 

PRAYER 
AT THE FEET OF S'RI S'RI KILIKA 

May th~ Maha-Devl who is caHed l{alika, 
Because She is without beginning or end, 
Whose Body is imagined to be blue of colour, 
Because like the blue sky She pervades the World, 
An<l because She is Cidghana ~ Sattvagul)amayI 
Who is imagined to be black 
Because She is colour1ess and above the coloured Guoas, 
Whose hair is dishevelled (Muktakes'i) 
Because though Herself changeless She binds infinite numbers 

of Jivas by bonds of May:i, sytnbolized by Her dishevelled 
hair and because She makes liberated (Mukta) Brahma, 
VifQll and Mahes'vara who are KeS'a,1 

1 This is a play on the word Ghana which means mass and black or 

dark blue cloud. Cidghaoa is massive, compact, unmi1ed, pure Conscious• 
ness (Cit). Again She is Nirgu9a and stainless but is also Megbingl 
(cloud.bodied) because through Adhyisa of the three Gur,as She appears 
varicoloured just as a cloud in itself colourless appears white, blue, and so 
forth by contact with the s1101s rays. So Devt-Puri9a says.' Just as the 
uniform cloud appears as of many colours. so does She too through the 
instrumentality of the Guoas.' 

• Kes'a=K+A+ls'a. And K==Brahml, A=VitQU, aud ls•a--Rudra.· 
The Niruttara-Tantra says, • Kill who is Aniruddha•saras'vat1, is the great 
desire-granting tree, the sole Cause of Enjoyment anc;l Libcratioa for 
Brahml, VifQU and Mabel'a.' 
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Who is imagined as having the Sun, Moon and Fire as Her 
three eyes, 

Because as the Virad, the \Vitness of the world past, preeent 
and future She sees everything, 

Who is pictured as wearing the dead bodies of two boys as 
Her ear-ornaments, 

Because as said in Agama and Nigama the childlike and 
unperturbed (Nirvikara) .. Sadhaka is very dear to Her, 
who being the sole Creatrix, Preserver and Destructress of 
infinite mUlions of \Vorlds, has on Her Body the mark of 
the Yoni signifying creation, full and high breasts denoti_ng 
preservation, and a terrible visage signifying the with
drawal of all things, 

Who is said to have large teeth, and a lolling tongue and to 
hold in Her hand a cup made of human skull, 

Because the Cinmayl Mah~devi drinks the \vine of delusion 
arising from the Tan1as GuIJ,a of Her Sadhaka by means 
of Sattva-pradhana rajogu1_1a,1 

Who is pictured as wearing a garland of severed heads, 
Because She is S'abdabrahman (S'abdabrahmarupioI) and the 

heads are the fif Ly letters, .. 
Whose upper and lower right hands are seen to be making the 

Abhaya and Vara Mudras, . 
Because She both destroys the dangers, and grants the desires 

of Sakama-Sadhakas, 
Whose upper left hand is depicted as wielding a swurd, 

1 White Teeth stand for the white Sattva Ga9a, the red Tourue stands 
for the red Rajo-Gu9a and Delusion is the Tamo-Guoa. The meaning is, 
the Mahividyi is represented with a lolling tongue bee&use She first 
destroys the Sidhaka's Tamo-GuQa by increasing bis Rajo-GuQa, and 
large teeth. because by increasing his Sattva Gu9a and suppressing his Rajo. 
Guoa She grants him the state of NirguQ~•Brahman. In the Dhyi~a of 
Tari it is said, • Qgr~tiri ~~rseJf destroys the Jad1a (unconscious nature) 
of the three worlds by putting it in her skull-cµp.' 
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Because She severs the bonds of illusion for the Niskama-
Sadhaka, 

Whose lower left hand is seen to hold a human head, 

Because She grants him Tattvajftana, 

Who is called DigambarI {space-clad) 

. 

Because being Brahman (Brahmarupini) She is free from the 
covering of Maya 1 and unconcerned (N irvikara),1 

Who is pictured as having a waist-chain of human hands, 

Because h:inds are the principal instrument of work (Karma) 
and at" the close of a Ka1pa all Jivas with their Karmas 
are merged in the Avidya S'akti of Mahamaya, 

Who is seen standing on the breast of corpse-like S'iva, 

Because the Supreme State (Paramapada) and Svarupavastha 
or Mahadevi (one with S'iva) is NirguQa and changeless 

. (Nirvikara), 

Who is seen in Viparita-maithuna • with Mahaka)a, 

Because at the beflinning of a Kalpa She who is ever blissful 
(Nityanandamayl), and being united with S'iva, feels 
pleasure in the work of creation which She effects by 
bringing the changeless Paras'iva under 1-Ier dominion 
(Vas'ibhuta), 

Who is again said to live in the cremation ground, 

Because when at tlte end of a l{a]pa all things in the universe 
from Brahma to a blade of grass are dissolved in Maha
kala, She is in and one with that Mahakala, who may be 
thus compared to a cremation ground, and because at 

' 
' In the eighteenth century work of Kamalakanta called Sidhaka• 

ranjana it is said : I Of the Nirikira-Brahman, understand, Miya to be the 
Akira • (Nirikira-brahmer ikira dekha Miya). The giinya has no form 
until encircled by Mayii. 

• Vikira is also' change•. She is then in Her changeless aspec;t. 
1 Coition in which the woman assumes the dominant roll. S'akti is . . . . . .. . . 

active and S'iva is the passive printjple. 
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the death of Jtvas She exists as the individual (Vyafti) 
Jfvatma in the burning ground, 

Whose Yantra for worship is composed of a circle symbolizing 
Maya, an eight-petalled lotus denoting the eightfold 
Prakrti, three Pentagons representing the fifteen Avayavas 
and a Bindu denoting S'iva-S'dkti, 

Because She is, as Para1nat1na, in the gross and subtle bodies 
consisting of the three Gu1.1as and twenty-four Tattvas, 

Whose Bija ' Krlm ',1 the Queen of l\lantras is pure Sattva 
Gur:ia, and consciousness (Caitanyamayl) and grants both 
Enjoyment and Liberation, 

Who is worshipped as Dak~ioa because She alone grants 
the full fruits of all forms of Upas.ana and Yajfta. 

May She, this MahadevI, who is SaccidanandarupiQI and 
forgiveness itself, pardon all offences comn1itted by me in 
the explanation of this Her Hymn. 

S'ambhu with His five mouths is unable to relate Thy qualities. 
Pardon all my childishness. Be propitious. 
Guard my life, guard my repute and guard my wife, sons and 

wealth. 
And at death grant me Liberation. 

0 Mother of the World, obeisance. 

S'Ri VIMALANANDA·S'VlMI 

1 The S'viml also points out that the • Kr • sound in this Mantra is 
also to be found in the word Christ and io the Mussulman's Karim. See 
Miya Tantra Ch. vii for the Yavana-Blja. 
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(KAR.PORADl•STOTRA) 

VERSE 1 

0 MOTHER 
1 and Spouse of the Destroyer of the three cit!es,1 

they who thrice recite I Thy Bija • formed by omitting from 
Karpura, the rr1iddle and last consonants and the VO\\'e]s, but 
adding Vamak~i and Bindu,6 the speech of such, whether 
in poetry and prose, like that of men who have attajned all 
powers,' issues of a surety with all ease frorr1 the hoJJow of 
their mouth, 0 'fhou who art beauteous with beauty of a 
dark rain cloud.' 

COMMENTARY 

(INNER SENSE) 

With respectful obeisance to the beauteous feet of s,,fimi Rama
nanda I 'Cl)rite this Svari;,pa-'OJ,'dkya named the Grantor of Pure Bliss 
( Vi1nala1iandadaJ,i1,i J .• 

'Oh Mother' (Matah) 

The root Ma=to measure, to which is added the suffix trch== 
l.f atr: that is, She who measures out or gives: She who grants 
enjoyment or Liberation according as the Sa.dhaka is desire-ridden or 
free fro_m desires. 

• Spouse of the Destroyer of the three cities ' 

The three · cities are three bodies, gross, subtle, cau~al. She is 
the S'akti of Him who grants Liberation from these bodies. As tbo 
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Power-holder (S'aktimin) and His Power (S'akti) arc one, it is She 
who is grantor of such Liberation. Kaivalya-Upani~ad says, 'From 
the Atma, the root, the bliss, looking on all alike who abides within 
the three cities, is born the multiple and various world and into Him 
these three cities are merged.' 

• They who recite • 

That is meditating on the same as being one with the Atma of 
the Sidhaka. Kalika-S'ruti says, ' One should always think of Atma 
as Kali. Those who do, attain the fourfold Puru~artha whether 
directly desired or not.' Todala-Tantra (Ch. vi) says, 'Oh Devi, 
K grants Dharma, R grants Kama, I grants Artha and 1'-f grants 

Mok~a. Oh Beloved, the recital of these combined gives Nin·aa,a 
Mok,a.' 

• This (Btat) ' 

Thy Sattva saccidananda aspect denoted by the Bija • Krim •. 

• TriJ,le (Trihkritang) ' 

That is the triple aspect Sattvika, Raja~ika, Tamasika. 

'Blja' 

Denotes the aspect in which Thou art the Cause of the World. 
Although as Saccidanandarupini Thou art Nirgur.ia when free of Maya 
characterized by the Karma of Jivas and Kala, Thou becomest the 
seed in the creation of the world, what time Jivas must enjoy the 
fruit of their Karma. In the Devigita, Devi says ' Then I who am 
Atma, Cit, Parabrahman and called the " One ,. assume the Bija 
(seed) aspect through union with My own S'akti. The causal body 
of whic~ I have aforetime spoken is Avyakta in which the world 

exists as seed (Bija) from which issues the subtle body.' 

'KarJ,uram' 

Sagui,a-Brahman the Kalpaka or fashioner of the World. 

1'0mitti11g there/ rom • 
Omitting from MuJaprakrti composed of Sattva, Rajas, and 

TamJs Guoas the middle Rajas Guoa which is O and the last T.arnu 
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Glll,:ia which is ~J. It is thus cornposed of Sattvagur,a alone. The 
J filnasarhkalini-Tantra says, • A is Sattvika, U is Rijasa, M is 
Timasa. Prakrti i3 these three.' . 
'Adding' 

Powerful to give Nirvaoa ~Iok$a and by Maya to grant the 
desires of Sadhakas; and in whom the pure Sattvagu)Ja predominates. 
The Tantra Kalpadruma says, 'K on account of its brilliance is the 

Citkali, Jfiana. 'Associated with the fiery Jetter (R) She is auspicious 
and full of all Tejas. As "1 " She grants the desires of Sadhakas. 
As Bindu She grants Kaivalya.' 

• Beauty of dark clouds ' 

Thou who should be meditated upon as of a dark (Nila) colour 
because Thou art Cidakis·a and dost possess the compact Tejas 
S'uddhasattvagul)a. In the Nirvana PrakaraQa of Yoga\'aS'i~ta it is 
said, 'Because S'iva is Vyoma She is seen as black.' Tripurasara• 
samuccaya says, ' As heing Liberation, She who is attained by 
devotion (Bhakti) should be meditated on as being like the sky itself 
free from clouds.' 

NOTES 

1 The Divine l\fother of the World in Her aspect as DakfitJa-kalika 
that is the beneficent Gran tor of N irva,,a. 

The Kalikahrdaya says: • I worship Kalr the Destructress· of Kala 
the Shining One, who is the Brja Krrm who is Kiln1a who is beyond Klila 
and who is Dak,inakalika.' Gatzdharva•Tantra says: 'Hrim, I bow to 
Mahade'OJ who is Turiya and Brahman. He who remembers Her does 
not ~ink in the ocean of existence.' Candi says: 'Oh Thou whose Body 
is pure J'lliina who hast three divine eyes, who weareth tbe crescent moon, 
to Thee I bow for the attainment of all good.• (V) 

• Sakti of Mahes'a who destroyed the Asura named Trit,ura (Tri= 
three; Pura=city) along with bis three cities in Heaven, Earth and the 
Nether regions (V ). 

• Recite (Japanti}; utter repeatedly with mind fixed on the meaning 
of the Mantra (V). Lit, • make Jat,a.• The word •recite' is employed 

aa the nearest English equivalent, but is not accurate. in so far as in 
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manasa Jnt,a the action is purely mental, and in Jat,a of the next lower 
degree (Upams'u) there is movement of the lips only, but no utterance. 

'The 'seed' mantra. Brja is seed, the cause of the Mantra body 
(V). According to the N ityii-Tantra, 1'f antras are of four kinds-Pi1ida, 
K artarr, Brja and M iila according to the number of syllables, See as to 
Brja, A. Avalon's ' Gar)~nd of Letters'. 

1 That is, KarJiurath, Jess the vowels a, u, a, and the consonants pa 
and ra m=Kr+ Vaniakshr (' the left eye' or long vowel J), with the Nada
bind" superimposed=Krfm which accompli!=thes all desire (Tantrasira), is 
Ma11traraja (S'yimarahasya-Tantra) (K.B.). Tantrarija says, 'letter 
Ka is Thy form.' 

• Siddhi, or success. Siddhi is that which is sought for (Siidhya) and 
is the result of slidhana, the traiuing of the higher psychical and spiritual 
facu]ties. It includes the eight great powers, A ,1in1a, Laghima. etc., the 
power of motion and suspension in space, and others mentioned in tbe 
Skanda Purina and other works. The Dev! is Herself Mahlisiddhi 
(Lalitasahasranama, v. 55). 

'Dhviintadhiiriidhararucirucire. Just as dark clouds, by shedding 
nectar-like rain, cool the earth parched by the sun's rays, so too dost Thou, 

by shedding the nectar of Thy Grace, give immortality to Siidhakas 
tormented by the three forms of pain. (Adhyiil,nika, Adhi"bhautika, 
Adhidaivika). The Rudrayamala says, 'Devi is Supreme Sakti and 

delivers from a11 difficulties. She is dark with the refulgence of a million 
suns and is cooling like a million moons.' (V). 

1 Vimalinanda is also the name of the Commentator. 
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VERSE 2 

0 MAHES'I,1 even should one of poor mind I at any time 
recite but once another doubled Bija of Thine, cornposed of 
lS'llna,• and V'llmaS'-ravapa,• and Bindu; • then, 0 Thou who 
bast great and formidable ear-rings of arrow form,' who bearest 
on Thy head the crescent n1oon, such an one becomes all 
powerf u1,' having conquered even the Lord of Speech I and 
the \Vealth-Giver,• acd charmed countless youthful women 
with lotus-like eyes.10 

COMMENTARY 
• MaheS'i' 

Possessor of the great Power of creating, preserving and 
withdrawing. 

• At a11y time' (Kadacit) 

Durgaa-ima-Siddhintavagis1a is of opm1on that by the use of 
Kadachit it is meant that unlike other religious Karma which can be 
done only in a state of purity (~uci), J apa of the l\!antra of Kali can 
be done at any time whether one is in a state of purity or not 
(S'ancas-auca-kila). Here he says one should not give up the 
worship if there be a birth or death in the house. The Tantra•S'astra 
says that one should do Japa of the Mantra, whether one is in the 
state of purity or not, and whether walking, standing or sleeping. 

• Becit,' (JaJ,ati) 

Meditate upon. 

• Of dual aspect' (D'Oandt1am) 

Having the dual R!pect of S'iva-S'akti. The Tdntra-S'istra speaks 
of the King of Mantras being generated by the union of S'iva and S'akti. 
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'Another Bija' (Bijamanyat) 

Thy causal (Karaua) aspect which is the Bija Hum. In the 

Yamala it is said, 'lt is with the double S'abdabija (which is Hurh) 
that She awakens the mass of S'abda.' 

• J,ana' 
Is IS'vara. Kathopani~ad says, ' Puru~a is the size of only a 

thumb. He is like smokeless fire, the Ishana of what has been and 
will be. He is to•aay and He is to-morrow. This is That.' Indu 
is immortality. Vamas'raval}a is the power of granting speech and 
of attracting forms (Rupa). The Tantrahhidana says, '0 is Bhairava, 
subtle, Sarasvati • • • attractor of forms.' 

Who dost grant NirvaQa liberation. The Mahanirvaoa-Tantra 

says,' The forehead of Her who is Nitya, Kala1ura, Arupa, and S'iva 
Himself is marked with the moon on account of immortality.' 

'Dost bear tlie half-moon ' (Chandrardclhacfide) 'Earrings' 

Whose earrings (things very dear) are formed of two Sadhakas 

who are like MaheS'vara and simple as boys; that is child-like 
simple Sadhakas who have true knowledge are dear to Her. In the 
VivekacOdamaQi it is said, 'Just as a boy plays with toys heedless of 
hunger and other pain so the wise man plays happy, unattached and 
selfless.' Such a Sadhaka attains all forms of knowledge and riches 

and can charm the whole world. 

( Mahaghorabala'Oatamse) 

There is however another reading given by Durgirama-Siddhanta
vigiS'a namely Mahaghoraba)avatamse, that is whose earrings are 
formed of frightful arrows (Bina). 

NOT.ES 

1 Sakti or Mahes1a the Lord of even Brahma, Vipu and Rudra (V). 
The De't'J as ls'vad, (Ruler), of the Universe and Spouse of Nirgu9a 
Mahes'vara. Is'vara, according to the Lidga-Purlt)a, when associated 
with Tamas, is Rudra the Destroyer ; with Rajas, the One born from the 
~1old1a e11, Brabmi ; and with Sallva, Vi19u. 
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• Mandacetah who is not capable of devotion to thy lotus feet accord
ing to Commentator K.B.; for, as the BrahmiQda-Purit)a says, all sin is 
expiated by remembrance of the feet of the Supreme S'akti. 

' That is, Ha. 
' The ' left ear,' or long vowel a. 
• Nada-bindu-that is, H +u+m:.:.:Hum Hum. He who makes Japa of 

Hum is more praiseworthy than Deva or Asura (Vis'vasira-Tantra) (K.B.) 
1 Worn by Kill: reading Bina instead of Bala as to which see post. 
'Vis'vasira (K.B.). 
• Brhaspati, Guru of the Devas. 
• Dhanada, i.e. Kubera, Lord of Wealth, King of the Yak,as; accord

ing to one account the son, and, according to another, the grandson of 
Pu)astya (see Muir, O.S., T. iv, 481, 488; v, 483; i, 492). 

u That is, to them are given eloquence and learning, riches and beauty. 
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VERSE 3 

0 KXLIKX, 0 auspicious Kalika 1 with dishevelled hair,1 from 
the corners of whose mouth two streams of blood trickle,' they 
who recite another doubled Bija of Thine composed of ls1a,4 
Vais'tfllnara, ~ Vc:t,nanetra,' and the lustrous Bindu, 7 destroy 
all their enemies, and bring under their subjection the three 
worlds.' 

COMMENTARY 
• Kalika • 

Ka is Brahma, A is Ananta, La is Atma of the universe, I is 
subtle, Ka is Brahma, A is Ananta. (Tantrabhidana). Thus it is 
said that Mahadevi is the subtle, beginningless and endless Atma of 
of the universe. 'Thou who art Brahman without beginning or end.' 
In the Asitastotra in the Adbhutaramayaoa S'ri Rama says, 'I bow 
to that Thine aspect which is Puru~a without beginning and end, 
the unmanifest Kiitastha superior (to Thine aspect) as Prakrti, the 
Atma of the universe appearing in multiple and differing forms.' 

[D n rgara ma-S idd h an ta vagiS'a ded ves the word Kali ka as follows:
H e who dissolves (Kalayati) the world is (Kala or S'h·a). And She 
who shines (Divyati) that is plays (Kridati) with Him is Kilika 
Kala+ ikan +a= Kilikl.] 

• With disheoelled hair' (Vigalitacikure) 

That is one who is free from all Vikiras such as the passion for 
arranging the hair and so forth. 

• Streams of blood ' ( Asradlz4r4) 

This blood indkates (the red) Rajas Gur,a. ~Iahldevi is 
without that for She is S'uddha-sattva-gui,a. 

•Recite' (JaJ,ati) 

Meditate upon. 
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Of dual aspect ( D"andoam) 

The Bijii Brim is both S'iva and S'akti. In the Devigitl 
Mahidevi says, • H is the gross body, R is the subtle body, I is the 
causal body. I am Hrirh the Turiya.' 

• J,,a' 
Who is the aspect of subtle Bija. 

' V ai8''0dnara ' 

Which is full of Tejas. 

' V amanetra ' 

That is, with Maya consisting of pure Sattva-Cuoa. 

'lndu' 
This is, the S'akti which gives immortality. 

• Three syllabled Dak1i1_1a ' 

Dak!iiQe is Dak~iQa in the vocative, and the latter is the 

Saccidananda aspect which grants Kaivalya and is indicated, by 
the three-syllabled ?vfantra. Nirvai,a-Tantra says, 'The Sun's son 
(Death) is established in the south (Dak~iQa). The name of Kali 
makes him flee in all directions with fear. Hence She is called 
Dak!iiQa in three worlds.' Kimakhyi-Tantra says, 'Just as guerdon 
(Dak~IQa) given at the end of rite, causes it to be fruitful and gives 
Liberation, so this Devi grants the fruit of aJJ Karma and hence She 
is called Dak!jina-Kili.' The same Tantra also says, ' Puru~a is on 
the right (Dak~ii,a) and S'akti on the left. The left conquers the 
right and becomes the granter of great Liberation. Hence She is 
called Dak~ioakili in the three wor]d~. 

(DurgArama construes these words as follows: Dak$ioe tryak$are 
ati (by Saritdhi tryak~are'ti) that is- Dak~ii:ic ati trrak$are. As 

U pasargas can shift their position • ati ' has been placed in the ve.rse 
after Tryakshare. Atitryakshare is the vocative of Atitryakfari. 

Atitryak~ari means Atikrintah (Adhahkrtah or placed under) 
Tryak,arah (S'iva) yayi (by whom) She: that is, She "'ho has placed 
S'iva under Her. The whole then means 'Oh Dakshioa who dost 
stand on- S'iva.' Tryakfara literally 1neans the three lettered one 
which is the Prai,ava (Om) and is used for S'iva. The Mabimnastotra 
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(see' Greatness of S'iva' Ed. A. Avalon) calls S'iva 'Orh 'and another 
Stotra calls Him Tryak~aramaya. 

The same commentator then says that there is a different reading 
for Dakshioe tryak~areti, namely, Dakshi9e Kaliketi which he 
explains in two ways (a) Dakshii:ie Kilike'ti=DakshiQe Ka.like ati= 
DakshiQe atikalike. The last word is the vocative of Atikilika which 
means Atikranta (SadrS'ikrita, made similar to) Kilika (Meghajalaril; 
a bank of cloud) yaya (by whom) She-that is, She who looks like a 
bank of cloud; the whole then meaning 'Oh DakshiQa who hast 
the appearance of a bank of clouds' (b) Dak~iQe Kaliketi = Dak~ine 
Kalike iti which means Oh Daksina Kalika. The word 'iti ' is . . 
Svarfiparthaka that is simply indicates that She is addressed as 
Dak~iQa Kalika. Examples of the elision of ' I ' after 'E' in Sarildhi 
are S'akuntaleti and Meghajale'pi Kaliketi.] 

NOTES 

1 The Devt. See MahinirviQa-Tantra, chap. xiii and chap. iv, 
verse 31 : 'At the dissolution of things it is Kala who will devour all, and 
by reason of this He is called Mahikila ; and since Thou devourest Mahi
kila Himself, it is Thou who art the supreme primor'1ial Kiliki •. 

Klilika is Brahmar'iij,itJJ (V). 
• Vigalitacikure, as is the worshipped na,ika. See post. 
• Srkkadvandvasradharlld'Vajadharavadane. Kil! is so represented . 

as having devoured the flesh of the demons. The MihinirvlQa-Tantra, chap. 
xiii, verse 9, says : ' As She devours all existence, as She chews all things 
existing with Her fierce teeth, therefore, a mass of blood is imagined to be 
the apparel of the Queen of the Devas.' Esoterically blood is Rajas Gu9a. 

• That is, Ha, as to which see Kimadhenu-Tantra, chap. ii ; and 

Prinatosint, 53 et seq . • 
1 Lord of Fire, whose Bija is Ra. 
• 'Left eye,' or fourth vowel long,. 
'Nada-binclu; the Brjais thusH +r+r+m=HrimH,rth. In Svatantra

Tantra Ha ·<v,ottia) is said to denote manifestation; Ra (Vanni) is involu
tion ; and I maintenance of the worlds. 

• The earth, upper and nether worlds (see Vis'vaslra-Tantra and Phet
klri:Qi-Tantra). T,ibhuvanam, that is De'CJas, Men, Naaas and so forth in
habiting Svarga {Heaven), Ma,tya (Earth) and PatDla (Nether world) (V). 
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VERSE 4 

0 DESTRUCTRESS of the sins of the three worlds, auspicious 1 

Kalika, who in Thy upper lotus-like left hand boldest a sword.' 
and in the lower left hand a severed head; a who with Thy 
upper right hand maketh the gesture which dispels fear,• and 
with Thy lower right hand that which grants boons; they, 0 
Mother with gaping mouth,6 who reciting Thy name, meditate 
in this way 6 upon the greatness of Thy mantra, possess the 
eight great powers' of the Three-Eyed One• in the palm of 
their hands.9 

COMMENTARY 

'Sword' (KrJ1tI,tJ,am) 

The sword is knowledge (Joana) by which the bonds of ignorance 
of the desire-free Sadhaka are severed. See S'ivadharmottara. 

· Severed head ' ( Chinna-mu,:,,dam) 

The humaµ head h~ the seat of TattvajfiiQ.a free of attachment. 

' Terrible countenance ' ( Prakatita-radane) 

Her white teeth indicative of ·the white self-manifesting Sattva
Gui:ia bite the red lolling tongue indicative of Rajas Gun.a and 
suppress both Rajas and Tamas by Sattva. 

' Precious Mantras ' ( Manu-vi-bha'Oam) 

. The three ' Krlril ' Bijas represent the Cidghana aspect of Devi, 
the two Hum Bijas the Sattva-Guoa aspect and the two 'Hrim • 
Bijas the Rajah-pradhana-sattva-Guoa aspect. 

[Durgirima-Siddhintavagis'a explains this in the following 
different ways: (a) Manuvibhava=the Vibhava or Sarilpatti (precious 
pos~ession) of Manus or Mantras. This precious possession is the 
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name in the vocative case ' Dakshil)e Kalikc.' The meaning of the 
passage then is that those who recite Thy name Dakshir.ie Ka.like, 
which is the precious possession of Mantras, and meditate on this 
Thine appearance pos~ess the Powers and so forth. (b) Manuvibhava 

is the Vibhava of the Manu that is the twenty-two syllabled ?vlantra 
of Kali. This possession is the name Dakshioa Kalika. (c) Manu
vibhava = Manu (Mantra) v'ibhava (Ghataka) of which (the DevI's 
body) is the body of which Mantra is the generator. The bodies of 

the Devatas are produced by their Mantras. The passage thus means 
that, they who recite Thy name DakshiQa Kalika and meditate on 
this Thine appearance generated by Mantra possess the virtues 

mentioned above.] 
See last Verse. 

Kalika ( Kalike) 

• Three eyed one (Tryambaka) • . 
[The same commentator (Durgarama) offers three explanations 

of the term Tryarhbaka used for S'iva (a) He who has three Ambakas 
or eyes is Tryarilbaka, (b) He who has three Mothers or Arilbas is 
Tryarilbaka. The KilikipuriQa says, 'As Hara is born of three 
Mothers He is known, even amongst Devas, by the title Tryarilbaka. 
(c) Todala•Tantra says 'the Vidya Bhuvanes'vari is in Heaven, 

Earth, and the Nether world (Pata.la). He who delights in the Devi 
as threefold in three places is called Tryarl1baka. He is with S'akti 
and is worshipped in all Tantras.'] 

NOTES 

1 Dakshi11a, the beneficent grantor of Nirua,,a. (V) 
'Khe1dga, the peculiar heavy sword with the blade curved at the tip 

so named, used to behead the sacrificial animals. 
• The Devl is the destroyer of the wicked. 
'The Devl is the dispeUer of all fear, and makes with Her hand the 

mudrlf. The right upper band makes the gesture of dispelling fear, or 
the gesture of assurance of safety (Abhayamudra) and the right lower 
hand makes the gesture of granting boons ( Varamudra). (V) The 
Satlhaka seeks fearlessness, which is the great gift of the Goddess, who is 
l3ha1at,ahlJ, 'remover of fear.• 'If thou art remembered in time1 ol 
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difficulty, Thou takest away all fear' (MirkaQdeya-PuriQa). At the same 
time it is she who fills the ignorant with terror (Pas1uloka-bha1amka,·l)
that is, those devoid of the knowledge of non-duality, for 'fear comes when 
there is duality' (Br. Up. 1-4-2, Laliti, v. 99). 

• Prakatita-vadane (see 'Das1a-Maha'()idya UJ,asanarahas1a,' by 
Prasanna-Kumira-S'astrl). Vimallinanda reads Prakatitaradane, that 
is, with big protruding teeth. The Yoainr-Tantra says, 'Supreme eternal, 
large-toothed, smeared with blood.' The Tiirlikalpa speaks of 'S~ama of 
the colour of a new (freshly formed) cloud, with large breasts, terrible with 
protruding teeth. (V) 

' As stated-that is, Krrm K,~rm Krim Huth Ham Hrrm Hrrm which 
with Dak1i1Je makes ten syllables. 

'Siddlii-that is, A,Jima, Laghima, Garima, Prapti, Prakamya, 
1s1itva, Vas1itva, Kiimavasayita the power of becoming small, great, 
heavy, light, etc., which are inherent in Is'vara, and are attainable by 
Yogis who become Is'vara and gain Ais1varya. By realization of the self, 
that Divine state which is the universal Self is manifested, as also the eight
fold manifestation of the Divine power. 

• Tryambaka or Siva. According to Tarkilaml<ira's Commentary on 
Mahinirviga-Tantra, Tryambaka means the fat her of the three Devas, 
Brahma, Vi!jQU, and Rudra. The ~gvidhana uses it as an equivalent of 
Mahideva. The MahanirviQa-Tantra says : ' As She surveys the entire 
universe, which is the product of time, with Her three eyes-the Moon, 
Sun, and Fire-therefore She is endowed with three eyes' (Ullasa xiii, 
verse 8) The Moon, Sun, and Fire are the lccha, Kriyli, J'ltuna and other 
S aktis (see the ~atcalcraniriipal}a of PiirQinaQda-S' viml) and Serpent 
Power by A. Avalon. 

• • By him who carries a 1lo\\'er its odour is enjoyed without seeking. 
,By him who looks upon himself as the universal Self the powers (of Brahmi, 
etc.) are enjoyed' (Commentary of Sures'varicirya on tenth Sloka of 
Dakfinamurti Stolra). 
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VERSE 5 

0 MOTHER, they who recite Thy charming Bija, composed of 
the first of the group of letters,1 fallowed by V ahni: Rati,' and 
beautified by Vidhu,' thrice, the Kurca Bija' twice, and there
after, 0 Smiling Face, the Lajjll 6 Bija twice, followed by the 
two Thas,' they, 0 Spouse of the Destroyer of the Deva of 
Desire I contemplating Thy true form,° become themselves the 
Deva of Love whose eyes are as beautiful as the peta!s of the 
lotus which Lak~mi holds in Her p]ayful dance.10 

COMMENTARY 

' Whoei,er' ( Ye, ye) 

Even the most sinful. The Kalikularahasya says, ' \Vhoever he 
be who remembers Durga with or without reverence is delivered from 
evil and attains the supreme end.' 

'Recite' (Japanti) 

Meditate upon. 

'Thy Bija' 

[DurgaramaSiddhantavagiS'a calls it the nine syllabled Bija.J 

First letter ( Vargadyam) 

The aspect of Consciousness (Cinmayarupa) which is the 
beginning of creation. 

Placed on Vahni (Vahnisa,nstham) 

Full of Tejas. 

'Associated' (Vidhu-rati-lalitam) 

That is cooling and beautiful. 
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• Thrice ' (Troyam) 

• That is the three aspects of Sattva, Rajas, Tamas. 

'Kurca' 

Is S'abdabrahman. 

'Lajja' 

Is Brahman associated with Maya. 

'T'Wo Thas' 

Svaha the revealing S'akti of Fire. 
' Smiling face ' (Smitamukhi) 

Because She is always blissful. 

'Spouse of the Destroyer ' (Sma,a-hara-mahile) 

S7 

S'akti of S'iva who is the Destroyer of passionate Desire ; that is 
She destroys the lust, anger and so forth of Her Sadhakas. 

' Thy true form' (S't,aruj,am) 

That which is not different (in essence) from Jivatma.. S'variipa 
is explained here as the Rupa of S'va, that is Atma, meaning the 
Oneness of Paramatma and Jivatma. Kalika-S'ruti says, ' One 
should always think of Atma as Kali'. Kalikulasarvasva says, 'He 
who worships the spouse of S'iva thinking that his Atma is Kalika's 
Atma and meditating on the S'iva-like Guru is Sadas,iva Himself.' 
Yogini-Tantra says, 'He who thinks, even if it were for a moment, 
"I am Brahman" to him the Devi gives unending fruit. One's own 
body should always be thought of as the body of the l~tadevata. 
And so the whole world should be considered as Her body.' 

[Durgarama explains Svarfipa in the following ways: (a) The 
true form is that indicated in the previous or following verses. (b) 

It is that of the nine-syllabled Mantra. (c) It is that indicated by 
the letters composing the Mantra. For instance Varada-Tantra says 
that in 'Kriril '1 K is Kali, R is Brahma, I is Mahamaya, Nada is the 
Matrix of the universe and Bindu is the Dispeller of Sorrow. In 
•Hom•. H is S'iva, 0 is Bhairava, Nada means the Supreme and 
Bindu is the Dispeller of Sorrow. In Hriril, H is S'iva, R is Prakrti, 
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' I is Mablmaya, Nida the Generatrix by the Universe and Bindu the 
dispeller of pain. Contemplation on Mantras constituted of these 
lc!tters reveals their Caitanya. Japa of Mantra without knowing its 
Caitanya is useless.] 

' Become themselves ' ( /{iimarup,t b1,att•anfi) 

They acquire the power of assuming whatever forn, they desire 
and of charming the whole world with their beauty. 

NOTES 

1 That is, Ka. 
• De\'a of Fire, or Ra. 
1 S'akti of Klrna, God of love, or long I. 
• The moon, or Niida-bi,idu. The Bija is, therefore, K+r+i+m= 

Krrm. 
I That is, Hum. 
• Hrim, literal meaning of L-ajja, is modesty. 
'Or Svahi, S'akti of Agni. The ma,itra is, then, Krrm, Krrm. Krr,n, 

Hum, Hu,h, Hri,li, Hrul, Svaha, or the nine-lettered Vidl'ZI, or feminine 
,na11tra, which ends with Sviiha (see V1s'vasara-Tantra). 

• Smaralia,,-a or Siva, who destroyed Manmatha with fire from his 
central eye of wisdom when the latter sought to distract him by passion 
from his Yoga. The Ddvl, according to the Brahmavaivarta-PurlQ.a, 
restored Manmatha to life (see as to this Bhiiskarariya's Commentary on 
the Lal i ta1 verse 34 ). 

• StJLirupam, that is true farm as described in the first and other 
verses (V). 

1
• Lale~mi is associated with, holds, and stapds on the lotus, hence Her 

titles-Kamal&, Pad01i, Padma.layA, PadmadhiriQ! (see Lak1mlstotra in 
Tantrasira, p. 577, Rasik Mohan Chatterjee's edition). · 
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VERSE 6 

0 DEV? 1 of full breasts,' whose throat is adorned with a 
garland of heads, They who meditating• recite any one or two 
or three of Thy very secret and excelling Bijas or all thereof' 
together with Thy name,1 in the moon]ike f;ice of all such the 
Dev1 of Speech• ever Wanders, and in their lotus-like eyes 
Kamala' ever plays.' 

COMMENTARY 

'Deiol' 

The self-manifest one. 

'Full breasts' (Pi11astt1nii,lhya) 

The milk of these is the food with which She nourishes the 
world and the drink of immortality with which She liberates Her 
Sidhakas. 

• Whose neci' (Mt11J,da-sragatiS'aya-lasat-kati#) 

She who is S'ahdabrahman consisting of 50 Letters. Niruttara
Tantra says, 'She is adorned with a gariand of heads representing 
the 50 letters.' Kamadhenu-Tantra says, 'In My throat is the 
wonderful Bija of 50 letters.' Agclin 'I worship the Mother the 
source of the universe, S'abdabrahman itself, blissful.' ViS'vasira 
sayg, 'Bliss£ ul Brahman is adorned with S'abdabrabman and within 
the body is represented by all Mantras•. · 

• Bfja • 

Marti (appearance) in the individun.l aspect as Prajfia, Taijasa, 
and ViS'va and in the aggregate as Is·a, Sutra and Virad. Devigiti 
says • the causal self is Prajna, the subtle bodied one is Taijasa and 
the gross bodied one is ViS'va.' Similarly Is'a is spoken of as Is'a, 
SOtra and Virad. The first is the individual (Vya9ti) aspect and the 

second the aggregate (Samatti) aspect. 
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Byes (Netra) 

Not to speak of themselves being wealthy, the sight of them 
gives wealth to others. • Bhairava Tantra says that Kamala and the 
Devi of speech never forsake them for three generations downwards. 

NOTES 
1 Devl which comes from the root Div to shine, is the Shining One (V). 
• Pinastanadhye (see also Bhairavlstotra in Tantra-sira, p. 596). 

The physical characteristics of the Devi in swelling breasts and hips are 
emblematic of Her great Motherhood, for She is Srimata. See also as to 
the former, Durgi .. Dhyana in Devl-Purit}a, which speaks of her large and 
rising breasts (Pino11,nata-payodharam) ; the AnnapiirQfi•Stava (V akfoia
kumbhantari) ; Bhuvanes'var!-Stotra (Apivara-stanatatim) ; and the 
Saraswati•Dhyatta (Kucabharanamitamgim). The Annapurni•Dhyana 
(.Annapradiina-niratath stauabhara~1iathriim) speaks of Her limbs 
as weighted by Her breasts. The Mahabhigavata describes Her as 
naked, terrific, with fiery eyes, full and erect breasts, and dishevelled hair ; 
and the Laliti (verse 15) says : -'Her golden girdle supports Her waist. 
which bends under the burden of Her breasts, thrice folding the skin below 
Her bosom ' (Stanabhara-dalanmadhya-:J,attabhandha-oalitraya). 

• Bhavayantah, that is, meditating on the naked, full-breasted, black 
form with dishevelled hair as stated in Her Dhylina, and which is the 
Artha of the particular Mantra. The Bhutas1uddhi-Tantra says, 'A 
Mantra should be recited mentally meditating the while on the form of the 
Devi denoted by it ' (V). 

'Any one of the aforesaid Bljas or the whole that is, the whole nine
lettered Vid~a in full. Which according to the KumiirI .. Tantra cited in 
Tantraratna is Krim, Krim, Krim, Hum, Hum, Hum, Hrrm, Hrim, 
Hrim. S'yimirahas'ya quoting Kiliki-S'ruti, says that the whole Vid~a 
should be recited once, twice or thrice, or the whole mantra with 'Dakfi'}e 
Kalike between the Bijas.' (K. B.) Thus. K-rim, K-rim, K-rith, Hum, Hum, 
Hrim, Hrith, Dak1itJe Kalike, Krim, Krith, Krim, Hum, Hum, Hrim, HrJm. 

1 Dak1itJe Kalika. 
• Sarasvati. The BhAradvaja-Smrtl says Sarasvatl is She who 

ever resides in the tongue of all beings,'and who causes speech. 
1 Lak,mi : for them is all learning, wealth, and prosperity (see 

Mahlnirvat)a-Tantra, Ullasa, vii, verse 50). 
• ID the other words they become rich and learned. 
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VERSE 7 

0 MOTHER, even a dullard becomes a poet who meditates 
upon Thee raimented with space,1 three-eyed I Creatrix I of 
the three worlds, whose waist• is beautiful with a girdle made 
of numbers of dead men's arms, and who on the breast of a 
corpse,• as Thy couch in the cremation-ground,' enjoyest 
Mahakala.' 

COMMENTARY 

'Dullard' (Jadacetah) 

One whose mind is smitten with passion for the world. 

'Poet' (Ka'Oih) 

A great J iiini. 

' Meditates • ( Dhyayan) 

' Who in mental vision sees Thee who art SaccidanandarupiQi. 

' Whose loins ' ( Bahuprakarakrta-kiinciparilasannitambiim) 

At the end of each Kalpa all Jivas abandon their gross bodies, 
and existing in their subtle bodies in which their respective Karmas 
inhere, form part of the Avidyi which is in the causal body of the 
BrahmarupiQi associated with Her own GiiQis (Svaguoa) until they 
are liberated at some future time after the commencement of the next 
Kalpa. Hence the girdle adorning the. loins, lower belly and genera
tive organ of the Mahidevi viridrupiQi, capable of producing children 

t 

is fashioned of the arms and hands of dead Jivas. For these arms 
and hands were their principal instruments for the doing of work 
(Karma). The S'iktinandataraiiJin..i says, 'With Karma is a Jiva 
born, with Karma he dies, and in the next body again that Karma is 
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attached to him.' Devigita says, • In Her at dissolution Jivas and 
their Karmas are merged in undifferentiated mass, ju~t as all which 
is done (Vyavahara) merges in dreamless sleep (Su~upti).' Again 
the Devi says, • It is I who create the whole world and enter therein 
with PraQa, Mayi, Karma and so forth.' 

' Raimented with sJ,ace' (Dig'Oastram) 

Raiment is the covering of Maya. She is without that and 
above Maya. 

' Tl,ree-eyed ' (Tritia,,anam) 

Having knowledge of the three divisions of Time, past, present 
and future. 

• Creatrix' (Vidhiitri) 

She who at the beginning of the next Kalpa gives birth and 
enjoyment to Jivas according to their respective Sarilcita Karma. 

• On the breast of a corJ,se' (S'a1eahridi) 

The corpse is Nirgut)a-Brahman. The couch is the sjpport 
(Adhara). On Nirgul)a•Brahman as Thy Adhara. that i3 established 
in Thine own state (Pada) as Nirgur:ia-Brahman. Gayatri-Tantra 
says, • By the word corpse is indicated Brahman as the dead body 
(Preta).' Gandharva-Tantra says Sadis·iva is the couch on which 
lies the subtle Tripurasundari. 

• In the cremation ground' (S'maS'anastlrli) 

The C'remation g1·ound (S'mas1ana) it the great Ether (Mahlkl.ra) 
in which all creatures are merged as corpses in the Great dissolution 
(Mahapralaya). In dissolution even the greatest of creatures are but 
corpses and hence it is a cremation ground. 

• Dost enjoy Mahiikala' (Ma114kdla-surafa•pra,.uktam) 

At the end of a Kalpa, there being no creation, She being 
inactive. and there being nought but supreme Brahman, She being in
separate from ParaS'iva, experiences Herself as unlimited (Akhaoda) 
Bliss. 
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VERSE 7 

NOTES 

63 

1 The Dev! is naked, as is S'i va, for, like Him, She is clothed with 
space, and is the great void itself (MabaS'unya). 

• Tri11ayan'iim. The Three eyes are Sun, l\Ioon and Fire (V). 
Mah3,iin,a,ia-Ta11,tra says, 'Three eyes are attributed to Kalika because 
She observes the whole world with such eyes as the Sun, the Moon, and so 
forth'. See as to the meaning of these three terms which do not merely 
denote these luminaries and elements, A. Avalon's• Serpent Power• and 
• Studies in M antra-S listra '. 

• Vidhatrim, who provides Enjoyment and Liberation for all 
Jivas. (V). 

• Nitamba, literaJJy, buttocks b11t the girdle goes all round. KAI! is 
represented as so girdled. 

1 The corpse (Sava) represents S·,,-,oa (V) because He is inactive 
whilst his Sakti it is who does everything. Sa~•ahrdi-that is, on the 
breast of S'iva (l',parrtarati). The Dev! is given the dominant po~ition 
in her union with Her consort, because She is K artri (actress), and He is 
Bhakta (unacting enjoyer). According to Sarhkhya, Pu,·u.7a is neither 

producer nor produced, but passive, and a looker-on upon the actions of 
Prakrti. It is not the Puru1a who is active in the creation of the 
world, but it is She who, in the light of His gaze, dances the world
dnnce. So Kubjika-Tantra says: • Not Brahma, but Brahmiint, creates; 
it is Vai1navl, not Vishnu, who protects; Rudran1, not Rudra, who takes 
all things back. Their husbands are like dead bodies.' For in re~pect of 
power they are dependent on their S'al<ti. As to the Sadhana1 see 
PriQato~int 622, Viparitaratau japtva nirvlf11apadavf,l1, vrnjet. Two 
corpses are sometimes pictured, the lower being the eternn.1Jy quiescent 
S'iva, and the upper being the S'iva united with S'akti in creation. Similarly 
the Devr is represented as reclining on a couch made of five corpses, which 
ar~ the ~Mahapreta (see Bhairava1·imala, LalitA ver~e 174, etc). The 
Mah'iJt,retas, whose Bija is Hsau, are Sadas'fra, Isana, Rudra, Vi,ou, and 

Brahma. 
• The site of certain forms of Tantrik Sadhana, such as S'avasana 

M1"1dasana, etc., as to which the Phetkari1.1t• Tantra says that it is an 
excellent place for Slidha,za. He who makes jaJ,a a number of times 
on a corpse in a cremation-ground attains all manner of success (Siddhi).' 

' Para~a-S'iva. 

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



VERSE 8 

THOSE who truly I meditate on Thee, the Spouse of Hara,' 
who art seated in 1 the cremation-ground strewn with funeral 
pyres, corpses, skulls, and bones, and haunted by female jackals 
howling fearfully ; who art very youthful,' and art in full 
enjoyment upon 6 Thy Spouse, are revered by all and in all 
places.' 

COMMENTARY 

'Meditate on' (Dhyayanti) 

That is see with unperturbed mind. 

'Spouse of Hara' (Hara'Oadhum) 

Hara is He who removes (Harati) the threefold pains (Adhyit
mika, Adhibhautika, A.dhidaivika) of Jivas. His spouse is S'akti, 
that is She who grants Liberation to Jivas and is Saccidinandariipioi.' 

'Hast entered' (Pra'DiJtam) 
Art established. 

'Flaming' pyre (Prakatitacitayam) 

Cit-S'akti On account of Her being self-manifested. CaQdi speaks 
of 'Her who pervades the whole universe as consciousness (Cit).' 

'Fearful' (Ghorabhih) 

That is very powerful. 

' Jackals ' (S' i'Ptlbhih) 

That is Mahabhutas which are auspicious (S'iva) before being 
made fivefold (Paiicik:rta). 

' Skulls and bones ' ( Mu,µlasthi-nikaraih) 
t 

The white colour of the skulls and bones indicates the white 
Sattva-guQa. Hence associated with the Sattva and other Guoas of 
the Jivas dissolved in Mahipralaya. 
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VERSE 8 65 

'B'Der youthful' ( Atiyuvatim) 

That is She is always the same, fresh, unchanging, and un• 

wasting. 

' Satisfied with enjoyment ' (Satitushtam-uJ,arisuratena) 

She, after subduing Parama S'iva to Her will, has willingly 
enjoyment in the work of creation, preservation and dissolution. 
NirvaQa-Tantra says, 'The Va.ma (She who is on the left) is the 
Grantrix of Great Liberation after conquering the Dak~ioa (S'iva who 
is on the right).' Gandharva-Tantra says, 'She who is the Sun, 
Moon, and Fire and half of Ha (S'iva) puts down the Puru~a and 
enjoys him from above.' Niruttara-Tantra says, 'When Nirguoa 
Kali becomes SaguQa She is engaged in Viparitarati.' The Yoga• 
visi~ta in the Nirva1.1a•PrakaraQa says, 'Natural unity is S'iva. 
Creation is (compared with it) unnatural.' That is the Mahadevi is 

NirguQa-Brahman in Her Svarupa aspect and the subversion of this 
Svariipa is the cause of creation. 

'Nowhere' (KtJacidaJ,i na) 

In no birth. 

'Humiliated' (Paribhavah) 

That i~ they are not subjected to birth, death, and rebirth and 
attain N irvar.ia. ' 

NOTES 

1 Commentator K. B.: where J,aram is said to mean 'rightly,' or 
meditation alone without japa. 

1 Siva. 
• PratJiftiim, 'literally Entered'. 
'Ati1uvatim. She is without childhood or old age. The Saradatilaka 

says, • Although Thou art primordial, Thy youth is ever fresh•. (V) 
1 Santu11tath uparisu,atsna, that is vit,arrtarati, or oiJ.,arJlavihara as 

to which see note 5 of last s1loka. 
1 Comm-entator K. B. : literally ' They nowhere suffer KvacidaJ,i na), 

that is. neither in this nor the next world defeat or humiliation.• 
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VERSE 9 

WHAT, indeed, 0 Mother,1 can we of so dull a mind say of 
Thee whose True Being' not even Dhata,' Is1a,t or Hari 1 

know? Yet, despite our dullness and ignorance, our devotion 
towards Thee makes us talk of Thee.' Therefore, 0 Dark 
DevI,' forgive this our folly. Anger towards ignorant creatures 
such as we, is not befitting Thee8

• 

COMMENTARY 
•Mother• 

Of us all including Brahma, Vi$QU, and Rudra. In the Devi
Siikta, Vi$QU says, 'One, subtle, and unchanged, and yet many, Thou 
dost give birth to millions of worlds. Who am I Vi$IJ.U, and who is 
the other S'iva and who are the Devas that we an_d they should be 
able to (fully) sing Thy praises ? ' In the MarkaQdeya-Puraoa, 
Brahmi says, ' When Vi$QU,._ IS'vara and myself owe our appearance 
to Thee who has the power to (fitly) praise Thee ? ' In Vi$QuyArnala, 
Vi$QU says to Devi 'Oh Mother, none know Thy supreme aspect. 
The heavenly ones therefore worship that gross (Sthtila) aspect of 
Thine in the form of Kili and the rest.' The Mahikila-sarithita says, 

1 

' When Dhata was not, nor Vi$QU, nor Kila, when the five Bhntas 
were not, then Thou the Cause wert alone as the Supreme Brahman, 
the Being of all that is.' 

( Asite) ' Unlimited ' 

She is not limited by the Guoas and is Nirguoi. 

NOTES 

1 Janami ; origin of the three worlds. 
• P11rt1mt1th, or ' reality • (Commentator K. B). 
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VERSE 9 

• Dhata is Brahma who dispenses the fruits of Karma. (V) 
'SiT.1a. ls1a: Rudra who wields the power of 1,vara-hood. (V) 
1 H ari : V ifnu who dispels the threefold sorrows of Jivas. (V) 

61 

• Tathapi tvadbhaktir mukhara1ati. Tathat,i: still, despite our 
dullness and ignorance (V) Tvadbhaktih : inclin~tion to sing Thy praises 
(V). Mukhara1ati: impels to utter words in praise of Thee (V) 

., This is literal but According to V Asite=unlimited one. Mahakala
samhita says, 'Unthinkable, unlimited, Sakti Itself, which is That on 
which all that is manifested rest5, beyond the Gu11as, free of the opposites 
(Dvandva) to be apprehended only through Buddhi: Thyself alone art 
Supreme Brahman.' (V) 

• As one does not become angry with animals (PaB'u or animal and 
ignorant men also called Pas'u) because they do wrong, so do not be angry 

with us. It is moreover, the part of the great to overlook the faults of 
their inferiors {Commentator. K. B.) 
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VERSE 10 

IF by ~ight,1 Thy devotee I unclothed, with dishevelled hair, 
recites whilst meditating on Thee,8 Thy mantra,' when ,vith 
his S'akti 5 youthful, full-breasted, and heavy-hipped, such an 
one makes all powers subject to h.im, and dwells on the earth 
ever• a seer.' 

COMMENTARY 

'Loya Yoga' 

Is here described in this and following verses. GheraQda-Sarh
hita says, 'One should become S'aktimaya by doing Yoni Mudra. 
One should be in Paramatma with sweet S'pigararasa (love sentiment) 
and being Blissful (Anandamaya) should unite with Brahman.' The 
Gorak~a-Sarilhita says, ' Raising the S'akti with the Jiva to the Lotus 
in the head one should become S'aktimaya and uniting with S'iva 
should think of all forms of happiness and enjoyment.' The Tantra
Kalpadruma says, ' One should meditate on Devi Kuodalini as 
I~tadevati, ever youthful, of the age of sixteen, full-breasted, dark, 
subtle, appearing as creation and in the form of creation, maintenance 
and dissolution (~r!?ti-sthiti-layitmiki).' 

'Thy de'Ootee' (Bkaktah) 

Here the Divya Sadhaka who is a Yogin. 

'By night (Naktam) ' 

That is, awaking in Brahmavidyi which (though Light) is 
darkness for all ordinary creatures. The Bhagavadgi~i says, • The 
self-controlled man awakes in what is night to all creatures.' 

•Naked' ( Vivasah) \, 

That is., stripped of the covering of Mlyi : that is awakened. 
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VERSE 10 69 

• Dislie'Oellecl hai,' (Galitacikurah) 

That is, with mind free from all restlessness. The word Cikura 
means both hair and restless. 

'Meditating' (DhJ,ayan) 

On Thee as in enjoyment of Samarasya bliss with Paramas1iva . 
• 

'Enjoying' (Ratasa-ktam) 
By doing Laya of (merging) the Jivatma in Kuodalii:ii-S'akti, 

the ever-youthful, all-pervading Genetrix and Preserver of. all Jivas. 
The creative and nourishing function of KuQdaliQi is indicated by the 

epithets 'heavy-hipped' and ' full-breasted.' 

NOTES 

1 Naktam. At dead of night. The Phetkari~i-Tantra says,' By night, 
naked with dishevelled hair in union with Sak#, by him is all Siddhi 
gained '. The Kilikrama says, ' The Pas1u devoted to his own Acara 
should recite his Mantra a lakh of times by day. The Vira or Div1a 
should recite it a lakh of times by night.' Kubjika.-Tantra says' Such as 

are in Pas1ubhiiva are but Pas1us. They should not touch a rosary nor 

recite Mantra by night.' (V) 
1 Bhaktah. Here a Vira-Sadhaka. Niruttara-Tantra says, 'The 

Mantrin who has received Abhiteka should do Kulapuja. Oh Devi the 
Mantra of Kali does not become Siddha without Kulacara.' (V) 

• Tvath dh~a,an. Mentally seeing Thee in his heart as ever in the 
Enjoyment of union with Mahakala. (V) 

'Thy Mantra is the aforesaid great Mantra. (V) 
1 He is Ratasakta, the meaning of which is as follows : Sa mantram 

japati ,ada sa s1obhanangaprat1angas1alin1a manoharitJ~ayuvatia 
s1akt,a saha maithunasakto bhavati. Whilst in union (Maithuna) the 
mind must be concentrated on Devi Kali and japa must be done of Her 
Mahamantra. The devotee should not think of aught else. 

1 So also PhetkiriQI • Tantra (eh. x) says : 
' Ratrau nagnah B'ayanas ea maithune ea 01avasthitah. 
Athava muktakes1ash ea tena s1uh sarovasiddha1ah. 
Stambhanam mohana-cai'l)a vas1lkarat}am eva ea.' 

Here Athava means if the Sadhaka is without a Sakti; then 
recitation of mantra with dishevelled hair gives the same siddhi, 

'Kavi which has not here the limited sense of 'Poet.'. 

Downloaded from https://www.holybooks.com



VERSE 11 

0 SPOUSE of Hara,1 should (a SiZdhaka) daily I recite Thy 
mantra for the space of a year meditating the while I with 
knowledge of its meaning• ~upon Thee intent• upon Thy 
union 6 with the great Mahakala, above whom Thou art,' then 
such a knower• has every pleasure that he wills upon the 
earth,• and holds all great powers 10 in the grasp of his lotus
like hands. 

COMMENTARY 

•spouse of Hara' (Hara'Oadhu) 

Charmer of Mahikala. 

'Mentally recite' (Vicintya japati) 

The Kaulivali says that mental (Minasa) Japa is a hundred 
times more efficacious than verbal (Vacika) Japa. 

According to Durgarama the words may also mean 'recite' 
keeping in mind the Artha or meaning and so forth of the Mantra. 
For it is said that he who does not know the Artha of Mantra, the 
Caitanya of Mantra, and Yoni•mudri is without success (Siddhi) 
even if he do J apa of the Mantra a million times. 

' Unperturbed mind, ' (Susthibhuya) 

The Kuliroava-Tantra thus enjoins: 'Beloved when doing Japa 
of a Mantra one should be calm, pure, sparing in food. reverential, 
self-controlled, unaffected by the opposites (Dvandva), steady of 
mind, silent and self-disciplined. 

'Meditating on Thee• (VicintyattJ4m) 

The Kaullvali-Tantra says, ' One should meditate upon the 
Spouse of S'iva before J apa and after meditation should again do 
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VERSE 11 71 

Japa.' The Sidbaka who does Japa and meditation together soon 
attains success. 

' Upon Him ' (Vij,aritam) 

(The original is 'Viparitah ' in the first case and Durgirima 
therefore makes it an adjective of the Sadhaka who he says unites 
with his S'akti in Viparita ~{ aithuna. Vimalananda however reads it 
as Viparitim in the second case making it an adjective of ' Thee ' 
(the Devi) who is the object of meditation,) 

• Great Powers' ( Mahiisidahini'Oahah) 

Such as that by which is gained Silokya, Sirupya, Slyujya and 
Nirvaoa forms of Liberation. 

NOTES 
1 SitJa. 
1 Sada : Means 'always' here 'daily ' (K.B.) 
• Vicint,a, that is, who has mentally thought of the letters of the 

Bija and their meaning, which is mental japa (Miinasa japa), defined in 
Narasimba-PuriQa {cited in the Ahnikicira-tattva of Ragbunandana) as 
the repetition in the mind, letter by letter, syllable by syllable, of the 
mantra, meditating at the same time upon its meaning • 

• 
'That is upon VartJa-sam&lhana or placing of the letters and their 

meaning and so forth. 
• Suathibhaya-that is, whose senses are not directed to any other 

object (Commentary, K.B.) 
• Atis1ayomohlikalasuratl!m. 
'ViJ;,arit1Jm (see B'loka 7, note 5.) 
• Vidvlln whose sole aim is Mokfa. 
• Literally 'wandering freely on Earth• (Commentary, K.B.) 

11 Sidtlhi (see ante, p. 46.) · 
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VERSE 12 

0 MOTHER, Thou givest birth to and protectest the world, 
and at the time of dissolution dost withdraw to Thyself' the 
earth and all things ; therefore Thou art Brahma, and the 
Lord of the three worlds, the Spouse of S'ri, 1 and Mahes'a,1 

and all other beings and things.' Ah Me! how, then, shall I 
praise Thy greatness ? 

COMMENTARY 

• Dost withdraw' (Samharati) 

That is dost make the world lose itself in Thy Causal (KiraQa) 
body. 

'Dhata' 

She is the creative S'akti of Brahma. 

'. Husband of S',i' (S'ripatih) 

She is the preservative S'akti of ViS'l)U whose spouse is S'ri or 
Lak~mi. 

'MaheB'a' 

She is the dissolving S'akti of Rudra. 

'All things' (Samastam) 

Thou art both the material and instrumental cause of the world. 
lhe Triputi-Stotra says, ' Thou art Earth, Brahma, and Creatrix of 
the world. Thou art also Water, Vi!?QU, and Preserver of the world. 
And thou art Fire, Rudra and the Dissolver of the world. As the 

' Air of the world thou art · AiS'varya.' Another Stotra says, ' She 
assumes three forms of body for the purpose of creation, maintenance 
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VERSE 12 73 

and dissolution. The world being constituted of the three GuQas, 
Brabmi, Vi~r.iu and Rudra are Her Vikrtis.' 

NOTES 

1 It is commonly said that She destroys but not so. Devata does not 
destroy (Na devo nas1akah). Man does. She takes back what She has 
put forth. 

• Vi1,.iu, husband of Lakfmi. 
• Siva. The Trimurti is, in fact, Her manifestation. 
' Pra~ah sakalam api, that is, all moving and unmoving things 

(Commentary, K.B.). For the Devi is Vis1varuJ,itJJ in the form of the 
whole universe. She is the objective world, 'jadatmika, (Lalita, verse 90), 
as well as its Cause. 
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VERSE 13 

0 MOTHER, people there are who worship many other Deoas 
than Thyself .1 They are greatly ignorant, and know nothing 
of the high truth,1 {but I) of my own uncontrollable' desire for 
Thee approach Thee, the Primordial Power,t who dost deeply 
enjoy the great Bliss arising from union (with S'iva),6 and 
who art ,vorshipped by Hari, Hara, Virifici, and all other 
Dsvas.• 

COMMENTARY 

' Deluded ' ( Vimudhah) 

That is, devoid of discrimination. 

'Bnlightened' (Vibudhaih) 

The Bagali-Stotra says, ' Oh four-armed, four-headed, worshipful 
ParameS'vari, Oh Devi Arhbiki who art ever worshipped with devotion 
by Kr~oa, Oh ParameS'vari who art worshipped by the Lord of the 
daughter of Himilaya, grant beauty, Grant victory' al'!d so forth. 

'Adya' 
Who art before and the beginning of the world. 

• Union ' (Rati) 

Which is Viparita as above described. 

•Wine' 

That is Rasa. 
NOTES 

1 That is, thinking that other Devas grant greater boons (Commentary, 
K.B.). Cf. also what S'amkaraclrya says about the worship of other 
Dev as in fourth s1loka of the Deo1aJ,arlldha-k1amaJ,ana-stotra, and see 
Devlbha,avata (V. 19) (Hymn to Jagadambikl). 
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VERSE 13 75 

• Paramam, that is, Tattoam. 
• For he is a devotee (Bhakta) whose desire for Her is so great that he 

cannot control but is controlled by it. 
• Ad~a. 
• Rati-rasa-mahananda-niral'lJm. The Devt delights in creation, which 

is the fruit of Her union with the Puru1a (S'iva). 'Great Bliss,' for, as on 
the physical plane ~adrupam pavamanandam tan nasti bhuvanatra)'e 

(Matrkabheda-Tantra, chap. ii), it is the counterpart on that plane of the 
ecstatic union which produced the Universe itself. It is the reflection of 
the higher Bliss attainable even here by the union of S'ivas'akti (in the 
form of Ku9dalin!) in the Saliasrara. Some read Rasiklith for Nfratant. 

• Vi111u, Siva, and Brahm11,. What, then, is the use of praying to 
Brahma, ViftJU, and Siva when they themselves ,vorship Her? (Com• 
mentary, K.B.). Cf. also Dev1bhiigavata, Zoe. cit. The DefJi is Mother of 
all, from Brahma to the lowliest worm (AbrohmrJkhilajanani, Laliti 67). 
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VERSE 14 

0 KALI, spouse of Giris'a,1 Thou art Earth, Water, Fire, Air 
and Ether.• Thou art all. Thou art one and beneficent.' 
What can be said in praise of Thee, 0 Mother? Of Thy 
mercy show Thy favour towards me, helpless as I am. By 
Thy grace may I never be reborn.' 

COMMENTARY 

'Kali' 

Dispeller of the fear Ki)a or Death . 

. ' Thou art Barth' (Dliaritri kilalangshachiraJ,i samiropi gaganam) 
Guptirr:iava-Tantra says, 'Thou art Earth, Thou art Water, 

Thou art Fire, Thou art the Air of the world, Thou art Ether, 
Thou art Mind as l\fanas, Aharilkira, Mahat (Buddhi) and Thou art 
Prakrti. Thou art also, Oh Mother, Atma. Thou art the Supreme. 
Nothing is greater than Thee. Oh Devi of terrible form showing 
Thy teeth may my sins be forgiven me.' The Triputi-Stotra also 
says, ' Thou art the Adhira-S'akti and the Adhira. Thou dost 
pervade the world and the world is in Thee.• 

'One' (Bka) 

Without a second. 

' Beneficent ' (Kalyani) 

Because She grants Nirvil)a Liberation to Jivas. 

'Spouse of Girisha' (GiriS'aramani) 

Spouse of S'iva. Or He who 1s 1n the Giri or Kuta is Giris1a 
that is Kilta~tha-Brahman ; His spouse or S'akti. Though changeless 
(Nirvikiri) Thou dost appear as the twenty-four Tattvas, namely, 
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Earth and the rest through Thy Miyi. The Devislikta of the ~g
Veda says, 'Thou who art one and many, subtle and the Vikiras 
(gross things) and giveth birth to millions of universes,' 

'All' (Sakalam) 

S'ruti says, ' Verily all this is Brahman '. 

' Helpless ' (Agatikam) 

On account of liability to rebirth despite Sidhana. 

NOTES 

1 The Lord who inhabits the mountain, whereas, GirJs1a is Lord 
thereof. 

• LiiigapuriQa says, ' Devi becomes matter ' (K1etra). She is K1etra
svarupa, that is, the field or matter which is known by the soul (Kietraj1la). 
See Laliti Sahasranama (fourth hundred) for the Brahman who creates 
the visible world Itself enters into it (Tat sr~tva tcid evi:in11pravis'at.) 

• Kal1a11i. According to the Padma-Purana, Devi is worshipped as 
Kal~atJi in the Malaya Mountain. 

' Bhava,n anu na bhu,an mama januh, that is, liberated. The 
S'yamirahasya reads Bhavath ananubhfl~at, using bhavath as meaning 
duhkham (pain), arising from bhava (the world) {K. B.). 
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VERSE 15 

HE, O Mah'akall,1 who in the cremation-ground, naked, and 
with dishevelled hair, intently' n1editates upon Thee' and 
recites Thy mantra, and with each recitation makes offering 
to Thee of a thousand A.kapda flowers 4 with seed,' becomes 
without any effort ~ Lord of the earth.' 

COMMENTARY 
•And' (Tu) 

For Divya Sidhakas. 

'Mahakiili '-

Or Parabrahmarupioi. 

'Cremation-ground' (S'maS'iinasthah) 

The cremation-ground is Parabrahman into which in the great 
Dissolution (Mahipralaya) all beings go as· though corpses. • In the 
cremation ground ' therefore, means devoted to Parabrahman. 

'Naked' (Dikpatadharah) 

That is, free from the covering of Miyi; whose Consciousness is 
untainted. 

'Meditates on Thee' (Dhyananiratah) 

That is, upon Thy Saccidinanda aspect. The Rudrayimala 
says, 'He who follows the Kula path should do Japa of Mantra seek• 
ing protection from Devi ,who is Consciousness. Bliss and Source of 
knowledge, who is aJJ Tattvas whose refulgence is that of millions of 
flashes of lightning.' 

'Sunfto,we,s' (Arkanam) 

Flowers of feeling such as compassion, forgiveness and Sf fortb 
which are functions of the Mind called the Sun in the Brahmarandhra. 
The Jiiinasamkalini-Tantra says, • Oh Beloved, the mind is seated 
on the surf ace of the sun and life on that of the moon.' The 
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Yijnavalkya-Sarhbiti says, 'The Moon is known to be in the Idi 
and the sun in the Pingali (Nidi). 

'Self-produced Bija' (Nijagalita,,,,i,yena) 

This Bija is here the nectar which naturally flows from the 
thousand-petalled Lotus. The MahinirviQa-Tantra says, • The 

Heart-Lotus should be offered for seat, the nectar (Amrta) shed from 
the Sahasrara for water to wash the feet, the mind as the offering 
(Arghya), Memory {Citta) is offered by way of flowers, and the vital 
airs (Prai:ia) as and by way of incense.' Jfiinasarhkalini-Tantra says, 
' Libation (Tarpana) to the Supreme Liberatrix should_ be made from 
out the vessel of the Moon and Arghya should be given from out 
the vessel of the Sun. Compassion, wisdom, and forgiveness are 
flowers as is also control of the senses. So too are charity (Daya) 

and religious merit. Non-injury (Ahimsa) to any being is an exceJlent 
flower. Bliss is a flower and so too is the worship of the Sadhaka. 
Whoever offers these ten flowers attains to the feet of the Liberatrix.' 
In this verse Savikalpasamidhiyoga is indicated. 

NOTES 

1 Mah'lJkalJ, Sakti of Mahakala. 
• Siisthah : with undistracted mind. (V) 
• Tava dhyana-niratah, that is, Upon Thy form.~ (V) 
'Arka=Sun flowers known as AkatJda (V) not the flower so called in 

English. 
1 Nija-galita-vrr,en.a kusumam. Thus the offering is not only of the 

flowers of the AkatJda plant, ,atah sad'iakah devyai s'fJa-v1r1a .. mis1ri
tarkaJ,utJJ>iitJi samarpa1ati. Durgirlma-Siddbantavagis'a cites the Mahi
kilasarhbiti as saying that the suryapu,pa should be offered in the same 
way with jaJ,a of the mulamantra (svav1r1amis1rita-sur37aJ,ufi,a'}i). 
The orr37a does not, refer to the sap of the plant. Ni:ja refers to the 
sadhaka. 'Along with, that is dipped in or that is spread over with.' 
Mahakala-samhit'lJ says, 'A Kaula-S1idhaka in the cremation-ground, 
naked, dishevelled and with tranquil mind, should off er a tho11sand sun
flowers with seed reciting the while his Mantra. After meditating and 
worshipping with great devotion he should recite the Hymn' (V). 

• Tbat is, a king or raja. So the Phetkirir,1-Tantra says that wealth, 
strength, eloquence, intelligence, and the love of women (Saroa1ofitJ,ri1ah) 
i~ rained. 
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VERSE 16 

0 KALI,1 whoever' on Tuesday at midnight,' having uttered 
Thy mantra, makes offering even but once with devotion to 
Thee of a hair of his S'akti• in the cremation-ground,6 be
comes a great poet, a Lord of the earth, and ever goes mount
ed upon an elephant.6 

COMMENTARY 

'Kali' 

Dispeller of the fear of Kala or Death. 

'Whoe'Oer' 

Here a Divya Sadhaka. 

'Midday' ( Madhyahne) 

At noon. 

' Deootion ' ( Premna) 

That is Parabhakti. 

' Offers ' ( V itarati) ,. 

Merges in Thee, that is, attains Nirvikalpa-Samadhi. Pitanjala
Sutra says that Nirvikalpa-Samidhi is attained by suppression of the 
Vrtti of mind. 

'In the cremation-ground' (Citayam) 

In thee 11,s Consciousness (Cit). 

'Bija' 

That is here nectar which issues on the enjoyment of the union 
of Kula-kundalinl and ParamaS'iva. The Gandharvamiliki-Tantra 
says, ' Oh beloved One, the Queen. of Devas unites with Parasiva and 
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in a moment, Oh DevI Paramewvari, nectar is forthwith produced. 
That nectar, Oh Devi, is like the juice of lac. With it, Oh, Mistress 
of the Devas, libation (TarpaQa) should be offered to the supreme 
Devatl.' 

'At home' (Grhe) . 
In the thousand petalled Lotus (Sahasrlra). 

• Hair with its root' (Cikuram samillam) 

The mind with its functions. It is such Sidhaka who g3ins 
both enjoyment and Liberation. 

NOTES 

1 Kiflr is destroyer of Kala (V). 
••Whoever' is here a Vira Sadhaka. 

• Madhyahne. Noon or (here) midnight, Kak'lirakatarahas~a says, 
• Whoever naked and with dishevelled hair, on a Tuesday, at midnight, 
does Homa in the cremation-ground with hair, nails, seed and whatever 
adheres to the Sammarja111 and offers them after having uttered the 
Mulamantra and recited Thy name a thousand times attracts to him the 
Lord of the Earth ' (V). 

• The offering is stated in the words gYihe sammarjan~'IJ. J,arigalitabr
jam hi chikurang samiUang madhyanhe vitarati chitayang kujadine. 
These words have received various interpretations, of which the two chief 
alternatives are given. Grhe is by some translated as 'at home,' in 
distinction from the cremation-ground to which, according to this rendering, 
the s'/Jdhaka subsequently goes to make his offering. This, however, is 
said to be erroneous, as the sadhana takes place not in the house but in 
the cremation-ground. Others (see Calcutta edition) translate it as the 
equivalent of grihin'f, or wife. Sammarjanr is by them read to mean 
' comb.' Parigalita is translated 'removed,' in the sense that the curling 
of the hair of the wife is •removed• or straightened with the comb. Bijam 
given either its primary meaning, or as the equivalent of or,~a is said to 
mean kautilyam, or curl of the hair. Cikuram is 'hair,' and samiilam 
qualifies it, meaning pulled out, taken off at the root. The meaning is, 
then, an offering is made of the wife's hair, the curls (kautil31am) of which 
have been straightened out with the comb (sammlirjanya), and some of 
which has come off at the root (samiilam). The correct rendering, how-

. ever, is according to K, B, Saktislldhaka1oh 1rhe maithunastima,, 
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~on,·1,Wigasamghar1a"'as1lll s1aktiyonipa#tam tJ1ryaliptam loma de'O~al 
samarpr:tam bhavati. Grhe thus does not mean 'at home,' but manma
lhagrihe. The hair is from the same. Sammiirjanr-=Sis1na. Samiilam 
qualifies cikuram in the sense of ' come off at tbe root ' under the circum• 
stances stated. Parigalita is ' dropped '-ref erring to the 't'fr:,va. 

According to Vimalananda, Grhe :J,arigalita-vJr:,vanz., is that produced 
by union with the Sadhaka's svas1akti or wife (V). 

Of the words Grhe satlimarjanyli parigalita-viryath cikuram 
samulam the Commentat~r Durgirima SiddAintavigis'a gives the two 
following alternative expressions: (a) Sam1narjanya means with a comb 
with which the hair is put in order. Parig{llitav1ryam cliilu,ram means 
hair of which the V1rya or crookedness has been removed. G rhe means in 
the wife : for it is said the wife is the home. The whole phrase then means 
Wife's hair, root and all, combed out straight with a comb or (b) Sammar
janya :J,arigalita-vrrya,h means Sukra produced by Sam-marjani here 
meaning Linga of the Sadhaka ; grhe means in the abode of Kama that 
ls Yoni of S akti together with hair, root and all. 

The English translation is somewhat abbreviated with the object of 
giving only so much as all renderings are agreed upon. But in practice 
Virya is used by most in its literal sense, this is the gross meaning. The 
inner sense is given in the S'CJariipa-vyakhya which follows. 

1 According to some, the offering is made on the built•up pyre, and, 
according to others, on the fire after the body has been consumed. CitlJ, 
however, is realJy used as a synonym for the burning ground (Smas,ana). 
The Niruttara-Tantra (Ch. I) speaks of two Kinds of Smas1ana: 

gmas1Zina,h d'Vividham deva cita yonih J,ralllrtitath. 

• That is, he becomes a Raja, and has no longer to go on foot iike 
common folk. 
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VERSE 17 

THE devotee 1 who, having placed before himself,' and 
meditated and again meditated I upon, the abode,t strewn with 
flowers,• of the De'Va with the bow of flowers,• recites' Thy 
Mantra, Ah ! ' he becomes on earth the Lord of Gandharvas,' 
and the ocean of the nectar of the flow of poesy,10 and is after 
death in Thy supreme abode.11 

COMMENTARY 

'Dt'Ootee' CBhaktah) 

The Sadhaka who is a Yogi on the Divya path. 

• The Abode' (K·usumadhanusho mandiram) 

The triangular Yoni Mandala in the Moladhlra. Nirvaoa
Tantra says, ' In the triangle, the abode of Kama, the Linga is 
MaheS'vara.' 

• With its ou,n fto'Wers ' 

Adorned with the Svayambhu-Jinga which is compared to a 
flower. Gorak$a-Sarhhita says, 1 He is truly wise who knows the 
supreme Tejas in the Yoni called Svayarilbbu-linga. Others are but 
beasts of burden. 

• Lord of Gandha"'as • (Gandha"'a-rrettlJ,atih) 

A great singer. It is said • there is nothing better than a song,, 

• Po,s, ' (Kat,it-oamrta-11adi-nadinah) 

He become$ like the great fOet Kilidlsa, 
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• 'I• gr,at' (P,abha-oati) 

He attains Nirvir,a on being united with Thee who are Saccidl
nandar0pa. Kilrma-PurlQa says, Brahmavadls have learnt in all 
Vedas and Vedantas the one, omnipresent, subtle (KOtastha), immov
able, absolute, endless, undecaying Brahman, the sole supreme 
Ni,kala-Tattva higher than the highest, eternal, auspicious, wondrous.' 
Devigiti says 'Oh Mountain, he in whom Parabhakti is thus generat• 
ed becomes merged in Pure Consciousness.' 

NOTES 

'Bhaktah: here the Vira Sadhaka (V). 
• Purah: that is with the Mandala of Klima before him (V). 
• That is, with intensity. Dhyayan dhyayan, repeatedly meditating (V). 
• Kusuma-dhanu10 mandiram. The Deva with the bow of flowers 

Is Kama whose abode is the Madan?Jgara. Tantrakal:J,adruma says,' He 
who recites the Mantra ten thousand times meditating on the flower
covered 

0

Yoni (SvapufpairiikJrlJam) of Sakti, of a certainty charms all 
with his poesy.' Svapu1J,a is called Sva,ambhukusuma in Tantra-s1astra, 
Matrkabheda-Tantra says, 'Oh Lady of Mahes1a Svapu~t,a, which charms 
all is the Rtu which first appears in a married girl (V) • 

• 
1 SoaJ,ufJ,airakJrtJam. The word svaf,u$J,a=svayambh11Pu1J,a-men-

tioned in the Tantras. The word J,u1Pa has here, and in ordinary parlance, 
a figurative sense, as in English. For f:,uJj,as1abdena atra rtur ucyate, 

matrkabheda-tant,a-pramatJanusaret1a anii,Jhayah kanyayah J,rathama 

eva rtur atra ucyate. Tantranta,:e tu vivahitiiya eva balaya rtur atra 

"ivak1itah. The S'yamarahasya reads • suJ,ufpa,' which literaJJy means. 
pleasing fragrant flower, but which is possibly a misprint for svaJ,usht,a. 
The meaning of the passage is as follows : Sadhakah svasya t,urobhage 
,aktim samsthaJ,~a tas~ll rturudhirasiktlim ~on,·m aTJaloka~an san 
deormantrath Japati. 

• That is, Kama, the Deva of Desire, whose bow and arrows are made 

of ftowers. 
'J apali. Recites ten thousand. times (V). 
• Aho. •Ah' an exclamation of wonder (V). 
• Celestial spirits (devayoni), who play and sing at the banquets of the 

De"as. According to the Vitt}u-Purl9a, sons of Brahmi • born imbibing 

melody.' The Sadhaka thus becomes a master of dance, music aiid sonr, 
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Gandaroa-s1re,,ipatih. He becomes a great singer and a master of melody. 
The Siihasanka says, 'Hiiha is called a Gandharoa and singing also 
makes a Gandharoa ' (V). 

'
0 He becomes a Pandita in all literature. The Kill-Tantra, quoted 

in the Kallkalpalata, says that in strength he becomes like the wind, in 
wealth of gifts like lndra, and in the musical art like Tumburu (K.B.)-a 
~fi, master of music and inventor of the tambur. 

11 Paramapadalinah prabhavati, that is, be attains nir,iiltJa (K.B.). 
Prabhavati : becomes capable of creating and so forth on being 

merged with Thy Supreme Feet (V). The word literally means 'Excels.' 
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HE who at night, when in union with his Sakti,1 meditates 
with centred mind I on Thee. 0 Mother with gently smiling 
face, as on the breast of the corpse-like S'iva, lying on a 
fifteen-angled yantra 3 dee.ply enlisted in sweet amorous play 
with Mahakala,• himself becomes the destroyer of the God of 
Love.' 

COMMENTARY 

'Mother' Uanani) 

The Progenitrix. 

• At night' (Naktam) 

Midnight. Brihannila-Tantra says, 'He who is intent on 
meditation at midnight or early dawn surely sees the supremely 

· bliss£ ul aspect of Dev i.' 

' Meditates • (Dhylfyet) 

• On Thee as not different from the Sadhaka's own Atml, who 
art Cidabhisa in his body as a Yantra.' Gandharva-Tantra says. 
• He who is in Advaitabhiva, and thinks of the self as Devata in the 
hree forms of body thinks of Her and his Atmi as one. He should 

worship the Devi as Atml. with the articles prescribed. The Yantra 
which is one's own body should be considered the best of all Yantras.' 
Again • He who meditates on the Nirguoa, unattached pure Atml of 
Tripurl as not being different from his own Atmi becomes one with 
Her.' 

• Thu • (T~4di) 

That is, Brahmamayl, 
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'Smilfrig face' (S,nera-'Vadanam) 

Because She is ever bliss! ul, being Bliss itself. 

• On the breast ' (Mahiikale11occaih) 

On the breast of S'iva who is inactive like a corpse. She divides; 
Herself into two parts like a grajn of gram, namely, S'iva and S'akti 

by means of Maya associated with Icca, Kriya, Jnana, whilst at the 
same time remaining established in Her N irgm:ia-Brahman state. 

' Fi/ teen-cornered seat ' (Tripancdre pi the) 

This is the Sadhaka's own body conceived as the Yantra in 
which Avidya is the encompassing circle, the eight-fold Prakrti 
consisting of Earth and so forth is the eight-petalled lotus, the five 

J iia.nendriya, the five Karm~ndriya, and five PriQa are the five 
Triangles and the Bindu which is Consciousness reflected in Mayl 
composed of pure SattvaguQa is the adorning Bija. The Gandharva• 
Tantra says, 'The Cakramantramaya is the Devata's Supreme Body 
which is S'iva-s1akti.' The Bhagavadgita says, ' Earth, Water, Fire, 

Air, Ether, Manas, Buddhi, Ahamkara, these Tattvas constitute my 
eightfold Prakrti.' Gandharva-Tantra says, 'The subtle body com
posed of uncompounded (Apaficikrta) Bho.ta and equipped with five 

PraQas, ~fanas, Buddhi and ten Indriya is the vehicle for Enjoyment. 
U nbeginning and undefinable (Anirvacya) Avidya is the caust1l 
Upadhi. Know Atma to be different from the three-fold Upidhi.' 

'Deeply enlisted,' (Madanarasala'Oat;iyaniratam) 

Always united in the reverse (Viparita) way with ParamaS'iva 
the SaguQabrahman. The Gandharva-Tantra says, 'When· that 
Supreme S'akti by putting that Puru~a down, of Her will appears as 
the universe then She becomes passionate. And then becoming 

Herself active the Devi rises upon Bhairava and enhances Her own 
bliss with waves of natural pleasure.' 

'Himself also tnjoying' (S'Vayam aJ.,i ,atanandaniratak) 

Enjoying the bliss of union in Laya with Paramitml by Yoni• 
mudri and becoming S'aktimaya himself. The Gherar,da-Samhiti 

says, ' He should do Yoni-mudri and himself become S'aktimaya. 
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He should move in Paramatma with the good S'rngirarasa. Beconl• 
ing Anandainaya he should be one with Brahman.' 

'Destroyer of Kama' (Smarahara) 

The Advaita-sadhaka attains Kaivalya by being merged in Thee 
·,who art Paramatml. 

NOTES 

• Svayam aJ,i ratanandaniratah, of1which the meaning is as follows : 
11ada sadhakah s1aktya saha maithunakri:vasakto bhavati, tada sa 
,Zokokta-dhyana•Prakaranuslire1J,a devim dhya31ati. 

• Saniasaktah, concentrated on Thee. 
1 Ka.likalpalatl says it is a kind of ~antra (diagram). 
Tripil1!care t,Jthe. The Yantra. The Kulf-Tantra says, 'First 

~ draw a triangle. Outside it put another. N e:x.t draw three triangles. In 
the centre draw the Baindava-Cakra adorned with the Maya Brja. Draw 
a circle outside the six-cornered figure. Next draw the eight petals 
attached to the outer circle and Bhupura. He who knows this great 
Yanira surely attains liberation.' Bhiipura is the gross body composed 
of the five Bhutas (V). It is made with five triangles superimposed. 

• Mahakalenoccair-madana-rasa-lavatJya-ni,atath. Mahakala is 
Paramas1i'oa (V). Madana-rasa-lava11:va-,iirafi1m refers to Vit,arlla• 
rali (V). 

1.Smarahara. The destroyer of Kama is Siva Himself (V). 
That is, he becomes Siva Himself, who destroyed Smara the Ddt1a 

of Love (Kima), with Fire from His central eye, when the latter, by the 
excitation of desire (towards Parvatl), sought to detract bitp from his ~oia. 
Or it may be translated • excels in beaut:, the God of Love.• 
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0 DARK One,1 wondrous and excelling in every way,1 be
com-es the acco1nplishment,' of those worshippers• who livi~g 
in this world I freely make offering to Thee in worship• of the 
greatly., satisfying flesh, together with hair and bone,' of cats, 
camels, sheep,' buffaloes, goats, and men.10 

COMMENTARY 
• Oh Black one ' (Asita) 

Asita means free from bondage. Sita means bound. Asiti is 
therefore ' not bound ' or eternally liberated. The root So, means 
'to bind.' AmarakoS'a gives the meaning of Sita as 'bound.' 

' Wondrous' (Apilr'Va) 

Best. 

' Al every step ' (Pratij,ada,n) 

In succession, step by step. 

' All Powers ' (Sarvasiddhi) 

·The five Siddhis which are the five forms of Liberation. The 
S'ivagita says, 'Silokya, Sarupya, Sar~ti, Sayujya and Kaivalya. 
Know these to be the five forms of liberation.• 

• The flesh of' (Palalam) 

These animals represent the Six Enemies (Ripu) or Vices which 
are specially characteristic of the following animals : The goat stands 
for Lust (Kama) 'as lustful as a goat (Chhaga).' the buffalo, Anger 

. (Krodba) 'as angry as a buffalo (Mahi,a),' the cat, Greed (Lobha) 
• as greedy as a cat• (Marjlra), the sheep, Delusion (Moha), • as 
stupid as a sheep' (~1e!1a) the camel, Envy (Matsarya) 'as envious as 
a camel• (U9tra), Man, Pride (Mada) 'the Pride and arrogance of 
m.-.o ' (Nara). 
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The Anandikalpa says, 'Worship should be done by making 
offering of lust as goat, buffalo, and so forth '. Offering is made to 
Thee who art Cidrupa of lust and other vices as articles of offering 
(U pacara) in worship with the object of ridding oneself of them. 

I 

Brhannila-Tantra says,' In the fire of Atma which flames with the ghee 
(Havih) of Dharma and Adharma, I ever offer in Homa hy the Su~uthna 

path, with the mind as ladle, all the functions of the senses-Svaha.' 

'J,i worship ' (Pujayiim) 

In mental worship according to the manner prescribed. 
4 Witli hair and bone' (Loma, asthi) 

That is the whole without omitting any part. Such Sadhakas 
attain the Salokya and other forms of liberation. 

NOTES 

• Asita: That is Kalika v. post. 
• PratiJ,adam. The S'yamarahasya-sarasamgraha reads pratidinani 

(every day) (K.B.), which seemG preferable, for, as K.B. says, the worship 
(Jiuja) is the general daily puja, upon which daily advancement in siddhi 
would follow. 

• Siddhi: success in work; accomplishment of all which is desired (V). 
• Sat, that is, sadhu ( wise, good, pious). Sata,h=Sadhak~1iam (V). 
1 That is, among men. 
• Pujiiyam api (see note 2), ante. 

Pujayam: Naimittika or. occasional worship {V). The force of the 
particle api is that the offering is not confined to special SZidhana but is 
made in ordinary worship also. (K.B.) 

'Param (K.B.). 
1 That is flesh and all. 
• Mai1am. The S'yamarahasya-sarasamgraha gives also mau,am, of 

rat's flesh. The FetkariQI• Tantra has both sheep and rat's flesh (K.B.). 
Syamarahasya says, 'To him who makes offering of the flesh of 

cats, sheep, camels, and buffaloes together with bone, hair and skin DakfitJ'lJ 
is ever beneficial like a Mother.' 

11 As to this human sacrifice, K. B. says that Kings alone, and not any 

other, are entitled to make human sacrifice, citing the Yimala quoted in the 
Kilikalpalata (Raja na,·avali,h dad1an nanyot,i J,arames1'CJari). For 
inner sense see Svariipa-vyikhyi post. 
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VERSE 20 

0 MOTHER, he who, being a controller of his passions,1 eats 
ha'Oify?1nnam,1 and, being proficient in meditation on Thy 
feet, right]y recites a Thy mantra a hundred thousand times by 
day, and he who afterwards• naked at night, when united with 
his Sakti,' rightly recites Thy great nzantra another such 
hundred thousand times, becomes on earth like unto the 
Destroyer of Smara.1 

COMMENTARY 

'Naketl' (Nagnah) 

That is free from the covering of Maya; Nirvikara. 

• Amorous play ' (Nidhu'Oana-'f)itiodena) 

That is enjoying the bliss of union between Atmi and ParaS'akti. 
The Kuliroava-Tantra says, 'That is coition (Maithuna) in which 
there is the bliss arising from the union of Atma and ParaS'akti. 
Others are but Enjoyers of women.' 

• Becomes ' ( S1at) 

That is, becomes liberated whilst yet living (Jivanmukta) 
like S'iva. 

NOTES 

1 Vaahr. The first part of this Sloka refers to Pas•TJiftZlrt1. 

• That is, one who has undertaken the Puras1cara'}a1Jrata, and eats 
the pure form of f00d known as Haiui1~a11.nam (K.B.). 

Ha'Oif~1ls1anaratah: that is after the recitation (V). 
1 Makes Jat,a (see ibid.). 
'1'11ram: that is, when ho has been Abhifiklt1 into v,,acard. 
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1 Naktam nagno nidhuvana-TJinodena, the meaning of which is ,atla 
siJdhakah s1ak~~ll saha maithuna•kriylisakto bha"IJati, tada sa niantram 
japati. 

• Smarahara or Siva (see note 5 to Sloka 18, ante). The Tantra
kalpadruma says, ' He who eats H a-oi~linnam, who keeping De'fJJ in mind 
recites the Mantra a hundred thousand times by day and is at night 
united with his Sakti becomes the Lor.d of the earth.' {V). 
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VERSE 21 

0 MOTHER, this Hymn of Thine is the source from whence 
originates Thy mantra.1 It sings of Thy real self, and contains 
injunctions for the worship of Thy two lotus Feet. He who 
reads it at midnight or at time of w·orship • even his random 
talk I becomes the nectar juice of poesy. 

COMMENTARY 

' Thy real self' (S'Oarupakhyam) 

Speaks of the Dhyana of both Thy gross and subtle aspects. 

'Reads' (Patati) 

That is recites aloud. The ViS'uddhes,,vara-Tantra says, 'Oh 
Devi, the reading of a Hymn (Stotra) ~mentally, or the recitation of a 
Mantra loudly is as ineffectual as water in a broken jar! 

'Nectar of Poesy' (Prasarati ka'Oit'Oamrtarasah) 

He becomes· full of the sweetness of Poesy. The Kilikula
sarvasva says, 'All whose difficulties and dangers are destroyed by a 
single reading, as it were flies in a flame. His speech flows like the 
Ganges full of prose and poetry.• 

NOTES 

1 Manusamuddhara11ajanuh-that is, cause of manlroddhllra: forrna
. tion of Mantra of Devl. The mantra is made known, and then impressed 
with the life and consciousness (caitan:,a) of the siJdhaka (manlra

aaitanya). 
• Pujll. 
• That is. even his meaningless delirious talk, as in fever or madness, 

otc. (K.B.). 
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VERSE 22 

NUMBERS of women with large eyes, like those of the antelope,1 

impatient for his love, ever follow him. Even the King be
comes subject to his control. He becomes like unto Kuvera 1 

himself. An enemy fears him as if he were a prison. Living 
in continuous bliss I the devotee is liberated when yet living, 
and is never again reborn.' 

Here ends the Hymn by S'ri Mahakala, entitled Karf,fl· 
r?ldistotra. 

COMMENTARY 

•Liberated' (Ji'Danmukta) 

And on death gets Videhamukti. 

• No rebirth' (Muktah pra.tijanuh) · 

He gets Nirvaoa in Brahman. The ~Jahikala-sarilhitl says, 
'Whoever constantly and with devotion reads this Hymn originating 
from Mahakala, is free fr_on1 danger, disease and death and in the end 
attains Kaivalya liberation.' 

Here ends the Hymn named S'Varuj,,,stotra of S'rimali 
Dak#1J,a-Kalikd by S'rfmifn Mah,ikala. 

H,r, also ends its annotation and St•arilf,a-cylkltyl 
entitled Vimalanaf)dadayinl. 

NOTES 

1 Kuraf\ga, which has beautiful large eyes. 
• :J.,ord of we,-ltb. 
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VERSE 22 95 

• Kelikala,a, by the various entertaining acts (parihasadin'li) of which 

there are •sixty-four. The meaning here is that there is continuous bliss. 
'Kelikalayll cira,h jivanmuktah sa bhat,ati ea bhaktah J,ratijat1uh, 

The translation in the text reads J,ratijanuh to mean as K. B. says, 
Jann1anivritti or cessation of birth. But PraUjanuh may also mean 

• birth after birth.' AccordiIJg to this translation j£i,,anniukta would not 

refer to the state immediately preceding Kaivalya but, as K.B. says, 

Jivadavasthanubhutadet'ata-suk~atkara-mukha in which case the trans
lation will be, He Ii ving in continuous bliss obtains direct E:xperience of 

the Devat'a and is reborn life after life as Her devotee. According to the 
translation adopted complete liberation follows and in the other case some 

lower though happy state. 

OBEISANCE 

To Kali the spouse of Kala, who destroys all sin and is Kala.1 

She who is Tara the Saviour the Supreme Brahmavidya who is 

adored by the Lotus-born Deva.1 

She who is S'tividya, desirous of the welfare of Sadhakas, on 

the path of Liberation, to ,vhom Hari and Hara I make obeisance. 

May that Devi the Mother, who appears in the form of all things, 

bring forth benefits for all such as sing Her praises. 

COLOPHON 

Of this King of Hymns wherein l\f ah aka.la has described the 

true self of Kalika, the Karpuradya Hymn, unt;dnted by worldly 

desire, which gives bliss to Devotees, the aforesaid Annotation 

containing its simple interpretation,. as well as the Svarilpavyakhya 

(Commentary) which gives pure joy was prepared by me Vimalananda 

Svami for the enlightenment of Sadhakas in the Saka year 1837. 

~layest Thou reside in -the throat of him who reads it. 

Ou, TAT SAT, OSI 

----
1 The first Kila is Mahikala and the second is the produced Kila. 
1 Br1thm1. 'Vi~QU aqd Rudra. 
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Books By 

SIR JOHN WOODROFFE. 
(ARTHUR AVALON) 

On Yoga Philoso1)hy, Tantra Shastra, and Mantra Shastra 

"Excellent volumes. Sir John writes with power, knowledge 
and lucidity-three rare qualities in authorship". -The Occult ReJJiew 

11 His books bri11iantly inaugurate the study of the Tantras, the 
literature of which occupies a front rank in the religious life of 
Modem India ". -Prof. S ,,lvain Levi in La Revue Critique 

" One cannot do enough homage to the magnificent series of 
publications which an English savant under the pseudonym of Arthur 
Avalon has brought into being". -Revue Philoso1)hique. Paris 

Sir John Woodroffe's works are absolutely indispensable for 
all students of this very mixed but widespread and important phase 
of non-Vedic Hinduism. -G. R. S. Mead 

These books, dealing with the secret mysticism and magic of 
India. are the most interesting which have been published in recent 
years. -N eue Metaphysische Rundschau 

In Mr. Avalon these mystic writings have found an enthusiastic 
exponent and a daring investigator who is determined to disentangle 
the lofty conceptions of earlier and purer beliefs from much of the 
misconceptions and misunderstandings which have grown round them 
by the debasing and sensual rites practised in the name of Tantra. 

-Madras Mail 
"Mr. Avalon in his publications insists on the greatness of the 

Tantra and seeks to clear away by a dispassiontte statement of the 
real facts the cloud of misconceptions which have obscured our view 
of this profound and powerful system." -Sri Aurobindo in Arya 

There is no doubt that the author has done good service to the 
Tantra Agama and students of philosophy in general by his scholarly 
contribution which has filled his heart and is a· labour of love. 

· -Quarterly Journal of the Mythic Societ,, 

Permit me to seize this opportunity to congratulate you on the 
excellent get-up of your books of which I have " SERPENT POWER''. 
11 V ARNAMALA " and " SHAKTI AND SHAKT A " all of which 
have been most enlightening. -A reader from Egypt 

J'qbllehers: GllESH l CO., (IIADBIS) LTD., Ml])BIS-17 
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illflRrftt{iv{~Pc,t,f-i,~ I Pt~~ SIIHlrli ff'lf ffn.si ifJOq) §<.Cfj6{1-

! ia6 •n'tflr "r5l+I qtl/~¾ ~q 01 cfOTlffrr II f II 

~;tt~~:mcfiq;t;r a~sqr.:telita~if =er tt~~~~t\l~ ~-t
gitror qf fc1~i fcf~f4at Actiraqfa-t~r;:r ~fa I t ittP-IT ! t :q~J~ ! 
=er~~1ff ~qj llflrr: er I t it~Ieitooorrc16~ ! crrfa iro~fa' cfToi ~{~, 

lij}Q ~qfilcfil ~OU ~clffl° cnoi~11t ~: ffl I (mit:; {cnR::, ~q1q-

1Tq0Jqftrro: ; ~: ~~ri{:, a'ti 8~ q1ir~cfui (ti ~ifilt:, ~;r ~ I ~ 
;firfa ¥1cJf6 I g:.:s;:~; ft!Jof ~T I ~Jf=qq_ ~~ ~~ cJT cnrt6, ~~: ; 
~ '3fif:, cfT~ ~ifi q~ ~fa, 6~T qf=qJ~T~; qT:qfqfa~, ~tg~ 
~lll, ~~~qfq; P~itfq 6tro ~("qf, ~~ed1i..-~~; ~~q tfll
~~cf ofT~oft llT8i 6T6T f.:~ erm iif~rl !ilcl't~~~ 8r(, ~{ ~~ 
sqicq- s:Jliqfa ~qfa II ~ II 

(irftalin31M'J~1<'ltf---(wr ffrr I "'l@lcnl&I 11{-tR: ,, fft !ff:, 
t acvftr~ste4(ll~ith,c;Plit I ff' mTTf: m~ fm;r9 fffr 
lf1t tif;(tli' 'i.'1~~ dl""'l'fl"' ~~ '11ftrotsfq ~: cfi{fq~ffi16 

~ut« <tt> ~:i~<1H1tfil" 'IR ~, ~ ~ft: ,~ftlRr'(, 
'1rf'k<l'~ft: ~t;qf'I too, { ~~q<fi{("f'4r#f~ / { '#'l/~if'Mllrifl-

~ I 'h'lt'Si=ftlill{q ~ftr "I", 'n: fr ffcl~lfrl "11n: ~~ertflfrl ;rq° 

~q111q;a,J1q'lit'~~:m: II ~ II 

1 8111 '6~ ~Ji\ ~i\ ' 16 ', ¥1~S18Tt: ''i.' lf&lffll a;16R: ; 11-wElitll 
'.:' ~ltlSi&R: ~t1iP{ I Sil'C qu~ (tif~,~◄ R ~ irr,i~1,t ~"~ I 
~ "'1'61i( IIPA~ar (lifcfiftur ~f{; 1t{ft'fflf ~fff ll~ 1 

1 ll!f fit111R,.ct111~ur <tit~ =if vft~ tVPit 111r.::, ~ ,~ lfqftr ~ I 
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wit ii1q1aftlfrt~'1~ ~ :q- m ft!,taft~tl 
~~ifm~Ccf li«R'cf~af lq' A¥l[c{'-l'Rf-t=n (fa I tfl:; ~:, ~,ari@I: ; 

~:, ~:; ~:, ar1 ~6<l ~, ~:, a!~ I a-I' ~fqfa 
~fa I t P{rrfeaf?q!it ! fcttqoJ rr~a: ffl~: ~) ~: I t '61~ ! 
fbWiquf ! t ~•=;J~~m~~ ! ~~ ~u mtm a,tff 
6Jqa ~~ cl~~rl, ~i'{i q~;i ~r: I t ~~ ! 5~Tilfif9Uf ! lfil~ ! 
;t'ft(TftfOJ ! atfasrcFiifot i:ig:rS1eqcn1ftoftfir lITc«I. I a;r qf'i~ A ft!IOi 
(a(qT ~ ,ifq~ ; a (2Wf._; ~ R~ :q-, '; fil'lit-1 ~fi@: eciffl ~ 
5e1.\ qftt(lTici ;iqf;:a- =er II \ II 

~~,l(l{'ha'lll? -fW ffrr I { fw.tu'iitiWifit"fV I 1J111tAa«
~~ fff) hM(t'l': tw 1 ffrr lfri tiltn1i;'...qi!. ~ ~ ((! 
ff) fcili \'q lq'f~; t ifitR5'ti I it flTffl ifffrn, if sr~) Awfrc1 ; 
{ uiR!''l{ihSlcrl~!~ / 'If 'ff, ~f?r ffN'tffi iftl•rftffr 
iJT'1iilJll:atl{3l~~:u<'llii II f II 

~!J@l~lc-ltltl lif ~tfi{tfSl6f\11 if1 ~l'lcfidll f :q 63il41~2ft.1 f« lfiltlf f 
fq~~fa--s.~~fa 1, t 11i:at ! t iua: ! t stctila~ ! AffiR:ii ~t=atft:a 
~ii q{=ql: I t ~3131~~({ ! srlJTOli ;mapt 11ei trrti roa ifmqRf I ~ 
~ q111'61{ ~CJV tNtaf ffil.; ol11 ~:lfi\ifi'llla• ~git; 8~ 
~~ {ffl~lt =q ltift: 1r~!W ; atlfiftfir, " Utrt u~ ,, ~~;i 

fta\q(it ~'IT I ~ Q:cfi(qit cR~, cR!I~ =ff ; ~~; ~~acfil-
1@it.; ' ~fta'vr c61~ ' =-O'iflil \ifRT, ~ ~ ctT f;fffl ~ ;ififf lllcfflffi::a 
f:q;:aqf;:a, 8'U ~'tl~, 'SqA41fifll; ftlffl, q\ fffq: ; lllbllll'Q2ftw.r:, 

Iii{~~~ II VII 

ifl'llqt(fclwt16'hd1tlf-~ ffrr / t PilM&)'fiNi~,-tlfwf.l / t 
s,'&!11>n1tfl I t flTcf': I lfl'IQl"'1n8 ar4 "", t,\1:'fit tw fffl::, 'ff'ffT 

'lflliif ,-11~1 v1 .. 11,iff 1C"1irau(=G11 <'ii•~ s- CR ~"{~ "'a-' 
'DR• I q<1i'ld.l llit«.Rfil-&~il~~~ ,~ - I 
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ff&!liM ~I ffl cfi 'lf., (crrn't' 'ffl QJ'lc41) 'f~ ~ Cfitfaiti I 
~ ff 'lf I 'I ctai ~41., ff ~ it Ill i:f 'lfrrf., ff'lff 6Tfflilf 'iffe,a,1 {ffl f~l1!f

~ Sll14 fd1i11 QT: fa~~ @frf'ldl {litfff I il,3168cficfirn;it° ~ 

ifilfafi ~ ARlt4'frr II fl II 

t:raift~;r t[fgmtit ..•• ~aTOl={cm:rrcrt1fcp:iffrR=qqqtfRllfa-c1a 1faqf.,ftr I 
{ lffif! ! { ~'ia!ffts ! (~~q!I~ ! { ~\{lJtft.~ ! cJifilTf&(ctf.ra ! ctlli~; 
lficnT~, tff(Eif~; t-=n~, ~: ; =q;:~~.=~:, da: ; icnrc, m"Art qf~ 
~~a ~; at1 ~~fa aft~ ~et I acr: l~ijJ~~, itrtr~ =q ; ao: 
q'1R( fc(l~T ~'1lftR:crr, a ffq ~cj llfqq;:ff: era: t ;rqf;:ct ; a ~ifi-
e-t~~ij{-S~~it~:; 6~,:q, ;z~~e-T!~~~e-g~~r: e;:a: ilil~ 

~~~: II , II 

cnrfc?m'At1J=tnij•5fT~,<'11~ -ef11m{qfrr I { tij<'f'~~ / ii~ll!Jfl~ff 

.... ~<f?n~faff ifli'l.~ '{cnR~~ ~ HRffifcr R 
ifllfflfn- f«wt.; ~fPf. ijif ~ ~ 1 ~ (f!1,Fcr I nnll t,iil/l( .. d 
ft ~ I ~: ~ MW fffr" ~~., {. ar1if I { 1t1<tHe~frtr I 
<i:fcq<4 f4.t .. ct:qwfit it it ~ ~, ff ff "-"'1cllfrrgcfififfaif<;t-m;r, 
~,h;;m ~Pff'tff,- I n'lT ~ ",rq ~·;rt ifll<•~ if'1~oflinsi)frr "fW; 
'ht'tl\~1P, .. J~t-HNII~ ~dl'ltcfl., n<i'J ~ -~flifl~4 ~ 

lfilfal rcW& ~., n<i'I irltJt«HCfii"''q · ~~13\if1lf1!l"1<41,., " g 
fwcr11?fl fff(., ~'t-fld ~., JTR,wfttlffom affi(., " g iff(t-'lf{:., 

'1 if wrft-'lf{: 1 '1 Q ~.flt: 1 '1 if "' .fit I .,., fiM"I R:,itfaifi1~c;Q 'ffl1I .-5fl,io Ul1-

R(1q i -tl n itJ1t1Hifi "' ~, ifi 'Ii t ◄{frr II t, II 

sr.sl~~ qfelU-tl~lfOCUll~.elT~lq~fel:, 6~1: 81it1.fl~lfilUq 

Slfttq1~q~-~tl~ I t ~ ! ~amt;\- ! t !JOllit1tRl:tttl~8(Cfifao ! 
F1'4311 flUll419ql ltftr~: apg) 1{"1f: I t \friftditl" ! tft;i\ 
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~ ~ ffl"RTPl, '11<1QI 6tJtifT I ~cli err f{cfi¥14i 'l't?f~~ afl'5t"'ql( 
~, ~ ~r~~ ~~~; m~~~ o;:q q1, arr~aft~~ ~~ 
q1, ttt; irB+l; anRafi~tt'l~!J~ :q, R~cfiiJftl ~-illffl qi ~fq~, ~

irftl; aefi6 1{c41ffi e~, ~sr1rrcl~ fcl{l:fa iii~; ;tsl~q !fiite~es~cffil 
-~T: cfi'i~ f:fctr8c=qf1' a~j ~Slcfiit~ cfiq'~f e-~ifi: ~fa I qcf'l!J~f

~~~ ! qcfSl~ :qc-s(61t~,c:llcl ijts~q~~'lO"i"~ cll•~41 ~qcf\' 

~~fa II ~ II 

i/lG1514 (CfilTJfT t1f GfqH; lhc'5'11~-Jlc:4t,{qfrf- I f .:/{§1%'17f57-

P,t-,tt~11~111it1cteftGtsrl 1 , ~A- 1 JWI~ ~li cfT f51r1qitfet", ar'RT m 
,,R,ai)Qf iili mT«T ~)Gt{t/cctf, ro ~l(/qrrl: ~: it '51~, ff'Sd a,Jqcfi/ifT 

;iq;i1<Rt-t~.=q1c'541 ~roff 1 .,- ?R:, cr~1rtiPJfil•◄ ~ Rlc-,utflRt 
q <'I ifil (iU4 Efl c14 ill r II 9 II 

~sfq ~fa~4t~~t;rbtfM4i~ m~-.&ldlt(~tftrla It GlelPI" ! 
.~rf~q" twtf ; ~~Tifft~~~Qffllt, ~~ ; ~cTT!fiR-~, '1(1-

~ij«ftf~T~; ~Tcnl~it 6( ij{o'tf!~T ~ 6lJTll~, ~~r:; ~sfq 

~: trfascr: ~tml I ~t ~~! 116\t{..-tl~; azm;rr~, iflltlelKfrclcfillfi
q~ftlaRJ1~; anl8'lFI 'lioctillft, atrr qft~Elcl PloRTI ~: I Sif: 
fifil{cll~ 1 ~ell~; ~rfcf ~ ~: I Sif: fcfi~a{l{. ! ~fit~; 
~ifdil, ~OJllitl~; ~fq~ II " II 

fllfFl'i~fll1fit nef ~Mlcififeiccfs/Jfil+1,, - 'Tff l@tilfflfrr I f ~ / 
8R'l •H ~'!lifer ,, et 1-i f '§ JtP#ifR{~ d ef,/a Q.51At3fl◄ 14 ➔ i 'nfitJiT'lf!11i ~~)ffffl 

d ::-qu,ihi '1El'4tF1~f 11f •~Rt,(tn<n,Nlfht4 
fff f-:f .. na,1_ ~ ~frr II I.P II 

Ae?lsi~ftlcntr: q{liffl: t1t~"11 ~q1-1.a:&t11.:r'-O~~ ~. 

~-r~,r~us , ~ ;apn: {'f(Pl •~sai~ ~cfilPl.1 ~tfftu(a11; 
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~~'1' 8~ ~T ~ tittl1.ffa I a'U ~ftr; prftr, qft¥Jq:; qu~ti 

II ~ I ~qj Fcfi~ 7 ~{ctt'l; fttcr«~~~ ; ~;:r: ~6T~ ~ fffil~: 
~:; ~t=(!fil~:, ffl~!Jmff:qfirctrt:; ~cta1l~ 5m~ii~t =q

~: @m:, tf{ ; ~, ecfilorittt ; olTJfflqf~, trenfza~JlIT st~m ; 
{ffftta1~fa II ~ II 

¥Allifi6thtll itthtll if cfir(l~ff{q Q{Jijcf rc4'1~ - f?m~ -I ( 

ftle1'1fc;, I JA"3fitcnT{q: •: "'"'Ufl'l~tl 0,1ftqifi{J1%~: arc,~ 61/1a1qi 

i':ft?1"1r11qf Jffelrt n~fllqn: fj{rl~iTT arfirtig!; ~~rff (crTRIShl•ff-
~ F" ~ ~ mfiir: ~~, rn «1i:lifi1rff «~W&1frl 
Aft4rJJtiJi//Wcfil6 ; 

"fllff V/Tif'fll ~ ;ii'l(l4'd I 
n'IT ~ ~ ii4il{: II,, 

gOJl{aq\'s~ -~: a tf{ij if -:aR::, !ifflS~ ! a~,("~sN t=fficlRl-
~tlla lll(-il~~ ~ I { atfea ! cfil~ ! 6c1 t.R'Pl.; iTI("cfi'Jf ~ffi illlT ii 
~ ; (~: f~sfq ;r; {ft: ~fq ;r it~ ; if ~;irfa I ~: ; orfa~, 
~q: '1~!J~: qq ; a ar.J Ai cr~A: I atTT~ ~ftfi: ; aq ~ lltffi:, 
~lifi 5~fa ; ~fflrj si~qfa I ~1~16 f(cfitn~ qt I { ;r-1~ ! ffil 
"'qr;1 ~~~;:ftq ~raRi itGJ1(, ~~ ~~<Tit I q~)t;r: ; tfffi tf~ 

Off: ~: ii 8ttftra:, if ;:1.JTQ(: I a-t ~ crr.rfllfa lllcf: II ~ II 

lfflt<tw11a,~ ~ llfJ'ffsNM1q !lttfl1iMf21 a41Ji <Mm,: 
'Pi ffM164' fcet1Wf/ffijlEIMi_cftfilflf--( lfffl': I ~ ~ ir-it
lfl•la'M ~ ff ifi('JJ/qlfff !/ filTI'f7' '"~ .,, tfff J 1'f ~, tf ifiti5Jl!l!f

Qcrf 'f{msfit .,, ~ 1 ww fflfim•qnnil ,f«fil " ~ 1 ffffT 
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~ ff1( ariffrrt ff' ~ Jffff' f.ii ~: 1 
, t 'li1~l r cr'ITftt 

if!"'q)~ ilt'f1i{ ~ ~ ,,..,,~ lfi'Utft~ncfiM ff~ I 

qfl{)tt ffrr J 

"'l"IT ~ 'qq '1'ff 9'.?l'fll ~ q11ih I 
s& ~ n'IT GJtf?r{iJ mrr ~ t1ffl1: 11 

C 

q1~lil•tf: tff: sftm: qJ~ljin: ffli fm': I ,, 

~: ~ Q/Wll!'-J 1f1TWJ Ql'1{'1filJ ffl) if ": I fihef?r 

~c(R;\f0Jfcf~3ittf7.ff 1t,1=eflil:fi&lf<f 8N~li'6ict-69~efiiltn =q- 6~fef.kct

Rwcf ~qRf-~ar~ffl I q~ Jffli: ~r.JT8T: ; ~Rf{:, •~: 
ei:r.:arG(l1i\iiffiil~~c[ifcJct'R6mm: ; ~ e~a:, ~ ~ ~ ~ 
~~ ~1 =i:J f~a" ~T, tR=ttf ~atitct~i ~amtt.: ~~6tt.: ~ iliji 
usil ~ sqr~, w-1 iJ!i '1i?i ~, afq eqtffl: fet'q1: Mavr: 
'ffaJ~qf q~ ~er~ I !I~ ; ~~ ~ffi ~ctffl ~lictfcf II t O II 

fflll,.ala, ~ w.;1t1rrl 'ht-J'i/C!-63'•tt,~Rt I t rrftcr: 'litn,-
5,Aau,,nihMlff?r I ~'IP.f<:, ~!i<cfi<m: <T'll H<M<: (qr 
rrftfr: 1lfttdj'lfPIHHf1:Jnife,..,euftij(rlltlih:) 11m:, (lltf flft:rr: llitfdj'if-

P,nu,~,;q)Cfifctdf) fff f-tr .. M-1_ ffil 'ffTM ~ GIQf?r, ffl f#ifiM 

f.tfffi;r: ~: ffNtilT ~ I ~ ~ (t'itwi <il'ktftfrr 
qaJ•n<'ffl➔J " wm~•fts,r ARclan..,,Mn.,,.,.fmtq: 11 f o II 

651 (1liR"qU1ta: Sl't41ifdtll 81\ffif~i(i~.:tlcU~if itltfel\el(,◄-laf 
Ell~ftr-{=flfr: ~ {fa I ( ~ ! qf~ ; Qi:, 611T: ; 881~(3l 
11P4-69\-1, ~; e41fiTS, ~taiit; 111N@-.~ fttfeliillt, ,-qaa,at 
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llftr~ lit'4~1l, fflichl9if ij«rt ~ sq1q;i_ tct1tt.ir;:;i ~, ~ ffl 

titlflct~~((qJOJ'fq ; ~oft ~t tW-IT: ae- ~ft ~ p ~m ~: 
stntNfurat=q, lfiURl~; ciicae-, ~fa~f:ft1u:; @=q(t9ql~faRre'l,r:, 
'fftJT:; ~{61: fas-~: II t t II 

'q{'t~;r ~: ~,f?lftst<tN•11,~ I t 'lilPI I arfff-
c 

A11c=,q1r1«: (~{( tlt/liiihll#ft~:, m,.rFera:) ;w,ffl«r: (9tittlfllrrf cfT) 

'If iit~ tcrf fl'ef~ Afil~ fil•Hl.l;r fFI ~ ~, ~ ~-
'II\ " 

6@1 ff r5 "'"'"'PI wffef;r: rrrfd1 qw Af<eleRt~Jtcfi(I: ,,, •11: t$ f{ffr 

II ff II 

t(.c5titad: ~R~efiRDJ(ql<t_ ~:lftclaijlg01~i~ l!filtiM19J 
'6Jli4ii(Of'-fi(~~ ~~llfa-R{l~ l=iEnUJifa I t ~~ ! {~g~qo1 itcltfi 

ear( R~ ; ~~ ifiUfa I ~!lOJ~ ~ trT~ I \fa =qiif I 

"'1tgai~ 8'R=ail111oi, atcfif(ui ~fa: =q 8{{fa I ara: tci ~; 
illnftr I ~cf-lttfa: d\tlftr: ~qfadq I ~stfifa I sntr: ; ftftl~ 
(fflft: ~I~, e,,n~iril ~ 8~ cfi~lll a{ qcf qr;:j ;iu~(fa ~qqfq 

itaml f'6 ~~! II t, II 

~fffi.,1(,!l)sfit Nf triltl't6itU ftltTrr-JR(n ffct I 
( imr: I qern't- ircf Gl-tllfn I ll/ilftef~ cffj'lc~ ~ rrTfff "I, 

ffttl<cfil~ effj'lt'/1~ ff~ f/clrft ~ I am) GRWID 1:lTffT, Gffll{~ 

<.,,qrr, :, G1•1'11t1fi: fnrsfrt m: ~ fflifi~➔ ffllfrr- fw{ t n 
llniifir _,,,_,~ cfftffl4if .stN'Jfff '('filfff II ff II 

Gl•'lt'fil(fJltcl1'4~'1{'-iliqf<r.@ra~P.€tltU.f qa: 1&1q61~•u 
~~tttlll.:Wlil._" ~ftr-a:r~I& ~ I t irta: ! llf.l~f ~: 

-«~lfiT:, ~lfiT'1 ff iftqfarftrcm'l it~t.m:' ~ ~-
1fttinuir.C1'l ~Vl'l., ~; ll'IJi.,: 111.=a I fi4VJ:; firfttl!elil\'\ifr:, 
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fi&ilfq tR4 ~~~d-eci if ft ~ii~ I c&~fll~-~ I tto: ~ilct=tci 
Sfl:fi)r: g:ft~ft.11r~f4~~:; ~fuq,m~~:, ~; ~, 
at~ el~inR~ , atals( m_ ~ii@~ct ~ ~~~, d~«ti:igr
;:r~Pt«Wl; d'ff{~ Pl&-t~~r~e:r ~~Pl<dl'l I tttrifrs~ ~ 
if3flflt II t \ II 

~iffrlf<=tn~etfftq1«r11q1 ffl"li&cffr(-ffi ffrr I t imr:_ I 

(~ ' ~~ I) fffchT: fif~vwr_ (~ Wffl a,-fff;r ~ fffr f(fEIT 

f%~{~) ~frn, ff ~~1: wrrflttJid ce1tte1~ fct=,1lfti rr ~ 
"7if~ I arf g ~J/R~7Pffiff Urffflffffilfflttfd icfT 

C 

ff-ifJ~ttfi ~,<01111ti1Sf1ftftf II f i II 

!fil4cfiR1JT~ R{r.qrqJ: tfUlll: ~a-: fgd(clcfil~I~ '6~

qfbftf6 I { cnr~ ! ~ O:cfiT ; ai~~qr ; ~q-ruft ; 8~1iV<.'5f, fllft~R'loft ; 
6~P.ircl'lifl~ftoft; ~ftsfi; ~en; ~ cfit~~; ~, ~ f!f¾(fq; 
8i&dtr, ~ eiftusfq; ~fcl, ri•1.fit.;·af1cfil~~c1~, 8~; ~aiwsRI 
t=c1ii: I arct: a ocf cnr fgfa: ! ~~cng~~ I t itm: ! ocl ~qr, 

~fac6 t~;i irr5~q ~ t16=iIT ~r: ij8ii1T ~cf I llcl~; 661( ~~~, 
'lit ~:; Gt;:q il ~It( II t 8 II 

3/fftfllTI ~ afiJTtor i~Tf-~ I f l7f«W / 
~~ ~~ ccfit"~n'tlrf crfqoq~~,1'6/'lcfil~l(0..1lrftr ~ I { 

C: 

1fla: I -ar;fi1q111(tiff c~~~Mc1Tn w ciftJw ~: t .,rr: 
. ' 

fififil()D~if afif~ 1ff ccf 'SIWIIT 'fl1: J 'll1f ...,-;; gr1.f..r,1q1~~ 

1fTEI: II f fl II 

"'1lo: !f.ij¥((.W5ifi("cfl({ lf(1tfle11qar\:A ~ Jig~" '1<&:\t\q~-

,.:.,1-1~ ~ I t it(letilfe ! lfl ~ii: ~~:; :llclt'lt ~q;; ~lffll~ 
fflWII;, ~: ; ij{l18'iJ:, ~fit= ; e~:, ~= ; ~IA«:, tPI' 
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cq1-tPt«1: 8-t, ~tif 8(~ Hii; ~' FJl•rfeaeftifor ~ ~ ir.:;i ~, 
~16 ('qij_ ~ ~@ ~((fa ~ q11in I <11fq f.l~if I ~~i, t'C4'&0~, 

11fefiqft{I: ; 'l'.2ficrfallcfict 11 ' Cl. ll 

'ff1f.'slcfi31-4'l;/'ll~-:(11WT~ ffrr I f ~ I atlil~'lflliff'-n° 

~#Jffl""n,·~: cf)1UJt~,: ~-,At<: ff ~711.,lfllfh: ~ m ti!l~l~n

~ Ff fitPi° (r.?r11 'hl'l~dl t4«h.Jti1) (?dcflc#~~ '1-'>l'IN ~ 

s,~ ~~Tfrr, fr ~■- t4~cr ~ii~%) 1fcffl'tfrr i:Mff II ft, II 
C: 

itt~.:fT~~aftrfiT5['~ffl~qr~ tttrlltrfa-'l( 
~ I t 'fil~ ! 1It; qt~T~, @ll~rqT: ; f!il~~lf, tfRflRw!ij;ft~; «=llcf8TiJ

rt~acft~~, qlfiffffii:rrr~ift~~ ~ f-qf.~ qlf;ifu~iielit~~6f~s~
in.::yq(("c1~1 ~; ~cftqT, ~; ~, 85iJTq, 6f.~ftl; ~RitftJ, f,~f~;t; 
~1f&;c11&, ~\xff(; Sf~-~$~~ aT{f(T~qt=qifiatfT ;:fteijJ~~ U~fffifllf ~ 
a~~Jlicn1~ f-qcrrqt fctada I ft fil~~, ~cta f~i, f P(T@trft~: ; 
'lftloqy ~q:, 6~~r.R: ; cncltiit iffl: ~ ~r~it qy@ II t ~ II 

31'fil•O•nl011~--ff ffrr I~~ I ff 6'11~4 en#~: a:rf4~R 
'lfur: 'ft./l;qu'ffl ff ~ ai«ti<'!. ~ qfaee,1, ~"''8 'hi~ 'lf•e"f 1~ 

f-tt Wlf ff: 6'1.f,qRr ; ff ~: r4tq1elh) if l"IIM: 6i[_ f.n:"'ff ( 'l{!t'flfct-

s,tt'tfl/'11 ~ II f 9 II 

. ~;r ~~~~ lfiOfa--~qftftf I tt: ; ~:, 

~: ; ~q~, "~~; ~!lriq: ~1oi~; ~~.~, susit, ~~ 
sq:11.1~; QJl('clt s:q1t=c11, qf~ act ~ Gtt1fa, u a,;:~~itof\qfa~fti, e:tftl:-
8efiiq, ~:~I 6 lfifct~l'i'f~~:; lfiff4tcl(l:ql'ld~cl1G:.:t(\;:r: 
8!11(:, ~r~ ~ffl qmt_ I qq;:a q{11q,::al;r: ; ~ 8ifflll1Nil, 11;:a 
li.rqcfit. tro=iq~ $:, A¥rcrfa t11nifUJ ~ ~q: II t" II 

i➔(lil 31:qJm .. nlot ~· e:ic1Rt lctf.!t1'{ '43.QR@ I erit fW· 
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fA' tf{1f 'll?J ◄qffr, fl" 61\#Ch) tc,,ll'llcfN~/il/cfi f' CfiAtilll't{'f'f)/t;{t

~:; 

" jt51'11~ giulnl4'1 "IIN1 ~ ffl ;n:: I 
IIS 8cfi31'1114-i tlli:/cfi: ftll<'llilfl: I 
~ ~ ff g ~ ,, ,, 

"~ etl'l'II~ if~ ~,fftq{lqa,q I 
' 

~ ffl~ '1JII'( II 
w m: flT 'l~l~c/t ,:c~qtg 61\:lifi: I 
i1frq)Wl'f+l•ct'11{fc( ~clN§Qqflff II,, 

f(ff' t'Alll'll~)iti: ff «f fetq,q ~ , " nti){~ ~ ff t,lct_" f(ff' ~
"11 {n ?Jlctlcf4'1'1 1 a,,, Pn,=u<n...s,ei,4 31'11"1'(-

" ~crl'lf ciJl'lf/U 11.=q)wi ff' fem~: I 
"f't, affl, ., , ..,, <: h' i,mr -r 'ffPlff(T 11 ,, 

~ ~~~J~-qq1~ Aftt~11ftf-filq•111\' '«ft3 
-Rr I ~ ~r.r ! ,-qllr(; q11~1ffiu11t'lifiq~- tfi~, fl1qftl~; t(lclllfil~-

ftl~, ~ftl ~: 1 ~<◄«i1Pl; "~~, al:; 11fil~~;r, 
. il<(i1•8E5l◄OqPJ(6Pl; 'itilfile;f 8( 'i«l(Ulfillllll'l, qt =ilet: 'IS:, ~q'lftr 

(cll-t~Pl«t: 8'l1Eltf.: ; IRl{;:cj t:Pm: ~, ~; u;l, tflf ~' 9 
~<«t: ; ftrcr ~ ~ II t~ II 
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~Yiirl( ffit' I f a,;;f / f5lq111l rM- ; 'llilf5l%)fll1N¥,4~ I 
ffE#Olff/f ifitfalfiyrit, "f5lcr,)vj ifCfct,)oj 11111(,, ffrr I dlr4¥/; 

"amif f'lcti)ai A.r4f4' f5lcti)oi d'f ~~ I 
rral ~ ~ ~4 WI ?5/1 f5ldh)a,514 i tt'l'I II 

"-
nn) cm fl'l,R,<-4' R,~chteftfi cnr: , 

C 

cm ~M AAcrft:Jit){!R~cfilfi1l II " 
C ' 

ffrr ifi1t-,'ht .,,)~.~, " ~ if ~ 'iffi ~ liTw. '4iA a'( ,, ftrr 
fff/~lfi"1Cf"if'1Jrt_, "q•wffti w11R,M aN)etffl ~,, ffrr 
i11e1n.,,)tfi11 1 ~~ t1•~~11~ tfra w,11: I n ~,crNiiJi11<ctP1fff 
4@l'h1a➔ ffl'ffi: ij{H%?s,«1"1qffimf ~: ff4'1ftl (151/ctWithhl 

<Rl<t1lif-+;rh:1R:: ~ ffi" t, .. n~n,, fr ~: ; 

"~: tn': ~ ~: fr ~: ffi": fwct: I 

q,wif=afnW ~: Qlwiih: ~Tfwer: II" 

ffr," "1hrft1qPf'f~.· qfWJ!cfN~~lq~.:, "1<6{: fwct trcr ~R, I Ai~R, 

SffRqif II f, II 

P4flaac~~tiR ~P4~tt ~lPillt~~~t\!tftftr I Wffq 11ft@ ! 
ltiffeih ! ~ clT ~ ft@r if if~, ft@ ~, ~ 8~ qr:, rcri 9" lffisfq 
ari fi~: I~; ~,.;g .. ('lffffllRWr; ~-arttf~; 
et~, ~ 'El' ~; q_6iff?er, °iN; ~~, ~: m 
Cff' iflllt<I - Cff' a ; 6c1 ~ if~ lila«it' ~apt;. ~ik lffli'ri 
e1'{.writ_, stfatta:; ~ ~R ec1i "'{c(i ~ feR[:, ~ftl stlf;ifur 

¥11tdRq11: II t ~ II 

i1131~1'0,a,,qoq4,111!h~OI 11R,~1➔iilflt'll41f~ I f 
• 1 ffifiifi'I ~ ,,-11,ihni IJPi' lG8N;,nu-rt w Wff' iA' t◄lttff~ 
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Ri~PfcfiU wttlifcJ: ~ I ~ ffi?l)=tn,PI 11f&~l-tf1Rfq1~11f.t il"liflf.t 

ftlf51ilQ{lful I •llll"lt4' fflVRllfJi/R-,q,;f iflRn I fin g~ 

"111110,flt iffc?~ n511ai "~ rr: wr: 1 

litefT Vffilii ~ ilt R(IJT "' ~(if ', c. 

if'( efT f,fcifki ~~~ijq "I ef1 I 

illH~'I--A616rt ~ 1-/~Uf «ffirl'l II 
"' 

fllel~trri i151 ird n51 ft-;r: -g;r: I 

ifl~'tieJ16 ~ ffi eTT "«~ .-111 II 
r11qr:,fq ~ iro ifi~,fit~a~crfrr I " 

ff&" t,lf&cfi1~<101ct'tfrtl~ I 

"fflim if a;-31t4.., •n-311<.tit ~~ I 
cfrffrcii ficris,at~ ~t1t4-=1 ~ 5gfutcfi1q II 
C "\: '-

~ at~lili(t4'1 'if gfli,ilit'!_ I" 

fftJ q 'tt/4<13f1ffi: ' C 

rfrt" Wfihtia1a,tt/44'ifijJll'llW/1" iffeqJij ctJij~u1a,,,f&11ctt«lT j(Wlt4iflcf°

r,)cfii{i 4 ltt 1f1cT: II f ~ II 
' 

g,q1(lltl~ ~toiqRq1cft Slffltm:tda-~ ~ I t aua: ! 
if~; ~~:, g~~: ~ ~G¾'-<01s•1eSt11iifilS01: ~ itt=5i ~fa I 
~; 11ql'l, ~; ~, ;m:; ~•1i:◄c, ~ct.,~ifl~q ~fa, .iew
tlfur. ~ q1e11efcl~Tttcfi~-.rt =q, 8Rt~ llcsUi' '1ij ~ etttEi<-o4 ~' 
8 ft,1@168; ~&qi, ~«i¥tlif:; P.tli!lgM: ~ I MRI~ II 1t• II 
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~ ~, ~ ~IRUT 1'f ~~fllRr-,wtfrr I' 
Jfffl: 1 ~Vffftl ~ Jffli:, ncr q1~qr~ .. tfi1R• ff'!., -rtcrit 
~ff(o;qJofi 'J,&'1..si ~ I 'if irf:, urs,1- ifif: ~ fl'(H¥11H1 ~M/qt{-

tr,fi ~ ~aHt1Rtfl'R1~t1R ~ ~, f1 ~ tw~-'llW ~ 1 
n~-" lWT: t,cfil~efi1--r1,~011.,1< ~ii~" ffrt" ~an'ff,<rr?St-~ ,, .. ~ ' 

(IGlt:111-tl~RI ffi: II ~ 0 II 

~~~dta("~it q1oifi1e- ~t1cnt"~i1 ~ J1a1cfifet("ctcm5q~~

~ ~tUJlftr It imt: ! l.f:; ~=, (~ oci ~crr~; fc4fS4~ ~~, 
f.m1~; fil~it_, ~ cfT ~~ trafa I ~r~, ~ atre1lTTsftr; 
~ilitftr, cfifcl~'lcRl=r: ~ sieda I acT ~~~or~:, acJ irifll 
~Tart tif!~Ul(=lf ~: ~.-II~, tJT~~3•1(!5i~l~~~ail; qro~
!I• 1e~ ~rlll fEI~:, ail !~q: II ~ t II 

ffl)'>IMIM qa.-,'h&irr~~ I Fiffl: I R11 ; cc1(1~~1Ri-
-... 

'ffl~'4RMi:fi~ij/43(~ 'if,{O/i:fiij(--3tf11(--3ifijflflflffl d fi#~~ ~ I 

8f5I ~m+1 1:."lfTit ~; 'J.-311it1T: !i"fQf~'1r( I 'frr#tllli:fil~, iif'f cfT 

'l_Glltll-J~ ~: '1ofrr, 'fffll' ~ q(N,f¾i{_ l{lffO/llfq ~i,tfflfi.-

~cf w«ftfff ffi: II ~ f II 
0\ 

"~ij ~~q1lol.i~tstttra~g:1~ ~ ~Pffi ~~ff«i tne =q

e.m ~g:-1~;s~filftf I ail; ffil~tnoit, ~ at:~; =q11e'(, 

~\ffl~i.-«•·(; ~~:' ~(Rt ~~ I ~~ttfaM: ; ,~~:' 
~qfcfrjq ~ cm:; c.f~qdf I ~ ~: 'fimrtR Efieqfa- i1=oufa I a=a~ 
~fecfiettt; ~rc.~, ~~:;g~fa ~ I ~ ~cl.=.ti\li:; f~ ~~tfall-5¥t, 

~ ~ 5~: ~ ·mmfa I e ~ ~ ~;;gfa, afi Rfa~: ~PI 
;r~, ~,a s:,~fa ~lfor +1ctdlll-1'1: 11 ~ ~ U 

8~!JOTTqr: 8cnego1tfil-lill~q"qI@1-i ffll1Ji5qe~--ffl ft1Jlfi18-
Pf~Fe)(I ~fa I 

~ Wlt1~;et1«111fl.t WI•"' Q.+1-n~~nfte., ~•IIRI 
10 
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fll'll--4'1 ~ r/1'l¥,1ff-11~cr ~cTPictffr:, frliy ~ ~-
f! 

~--~ I ~w•m~ ti"~<l{q "ff ff1\ffi11~ "'l', ~~: 
ffi:fit"ff~«~lr/11./cfi: ~ '3//f1/i:fil{t rfcfftr I ~ in1il~W~rrrsfq ilfr~
w W"crft I "ifrrri' ~ifT'l--n flTilcfTif 'l1f SNQff" ~ ~a-: 1 ff' 

~·· ' f! 

t11'tffi: 31RfJt.-1t f-rR ~"1 fffl" tcrrr1S1«1~1~,,r1q<'ll~if ~fthq1~111-
"'· "' 

ifinq1 ~m) rfcff?f" I 

fNI~ I 

"~ efire't ~ ~ enrn't g f?i~~l I 

~ enre't tIRffr "i:f cfiffl ~ cn:~ I I 

cnffl efire"t ~fl1T'l ll: ~"!Pfi: I 

ff g wRti ~ifT ~ ~fil-03ffr I I " 

"~ ~~ fwei q<ti 0ihl~ I 
"" 

H~-ofJ/PfWf WFrf flf¼J~I➔~ II 
"" mW u~< ,~ e,Rr1srt ,~ , 

ill~tiTiT ~ 011airt ifil~ltt~ r111't1«11 II 
~ 

fiN{,n<ri tci' ttlit{t45q{1qo1q I ,, 
"" 

"41'1~'1 nlfT wif i/l&W/ if fc,.-,ql/Rf I 

ifmuit ~ m Jti01041~ ~ II • 
JfTfT/rcJt: 31.q-o@rg iflllufr -11-ef ~ t ij <I ir I ,, 

...... 

" qt <ii ~wt A'iff "3it "1iWfilrff JifSI~ it I 
ff '11'f1' fflifflifil![ lifrf) tlctf?f ~ II 
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fqir lit ~ WI: fil~ ~n: I" 

riff thl~Ehli~J111r{ I 

'' tciffif frr!rf ~;;rirf' ~'ff'7.:r ffl «r: I 
' ' ' 

~ITTTT:f tcT1 ~ ~ ~n ifrt/.-(lrl II " .... 

ffr, q11g\/OJ/Cf~ ~FT, 11€1'1~~ ~~II~~ II 

~ ~~stitlfil ijillN;ft ~llHRT 

cfi~~~r'lg11e oo 1 

~~1~:q{arTRll~ ~Rf airqlt II 
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a . t UIJT'11;:1u ,,, filrrHn,cc1t lllfll-l ,,~ 
•«mcrrsr~Q ,,. mc1rfi1'lluf~: ,,, 
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~r <ff~ ~)vfffla o ,,, Vat~~T~o ,,"' 
'a• fllQ'Tfil q'Jff.f '" va)irrf~ ,~i ,," 
~tQR~~ ,o, v,n: l'•t"ht.a: ,," 
fsrqvft qft ,,"' ~lff(TE'ffiJT'1f' ,,~ 
bt{R~8=if ,o\ 611(9,ti) ;r\i ,,~ 
&lft,ft ~81¥ ,,, VfJ~RAJJ ,,, 
r.rurii cff \&If o ,,, ~fa: lliT W IJRI: ,,, 
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APPENDIX III 

ti~~: 
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81• U• ifiJf• ifttlf o 6• ij)o ll'T• 

9'11'0 cli• 11•'1• ff o ql(o ij)fqo a• 
stir{: tt~• iir • a 0 qJcfo 'l_o {To (to 

8'~• 1:a)o llf o (lo SJfUlo "o ~-
etfecrr• ~• (lo ~. ao 

' 
1101f 0 

Ii~• :a'• qt{o ~• IJ(o ao crrfe • {f • 

cti• (• ~(o 8• iJ(o {fo fcro_ Ill• 
'IJIJ• ff• BT• -lo illll• ao filu• (fo 

• 11• fir• ao fcl~• (to firirr• a• JTifQo ao 
i&f• Ii• ff•~· ¥( o afto P(o Ill• 

l&T• a'• ff•'llf~• at_tf o ff o '1f"6• ao 
161 o (lo ffTU• iii• ~. a• ~T'li• 

ifil'o 9• ffRf• (• lllf• V0 ~T"li • a o 

1&"5\'• Vo a)wo (lo ll(fo eal'o ~R• fao 

'iT• I• Bt3a:ro 111r o fir• a• fuo ~• 

lfiJ• ,. f5r9• V• llfqo cfo ~o Silo 

1flar• ao ~• a• ' llfii• S• m0 V• 
FIT• Iii• ~• q\o qi). fuo =l(o 

P• 8• ,. lff• !JVl"o uo ~- Iii• ~- ._. ~- qo tfho ,~r• {• ,~ ... r.,,. a• lJTI'• V• 8° ffl• 
.,81'• "· fir• a0 flflf'• ~). 
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APPENDIX IV 
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lfilR-s ~)qfif~cl. , o , , '\ o ~ cl•iaff ~"tTifl{ , o \, , o ,_ , , o" 

c&re\1 au~~q-ll. , o ~, , \ o 6RTifi~q: , o ~, , , ' 

16Ti31iliir: , , '°' 6TU{(,ift{ \(:, , 0 ,, , \,, , '\ ~ 

c&ra'ta::ffll. , , '\, , ",., , " \ {ttl'5tf;:51'{ , o o 

~al°fc{~t{ '\I ~S~fat'l'~ ,,~ 
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sn:rr\'tcfi~q: , )t \ ttf ~arr:;rt{a.:,r{rllt{ , v~, , v'-\ 
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, , \, , \ o, , \ ", , \ ~ ~cl't'll(Ttl=~ 13:, '", , 0 ~, , , \, , , ", 

~S~rvrr{ 
\~fij)qfir1'tt 

cilarc1al'cr:1 'l 

,,~, ,,, 
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,," 

,,'t, ,,. 
,,, ,, \, , , .... ,~, 
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CKll{fGII{ , ... " uttra-=sr11. ,,o 
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1111f11;:t_q fif "~ ,oo fef "f 9T(ai:iit{ ,o,, ,,o 
... ~qfitfifc( ,o, ~tS'fra:ra~ , ,-w 
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. ~auflta•~ir , o'-_, , \°?1 ~f!Qilllit: ,,y 
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11,)qfiffiict. ,,, nrij~~ar ,,._., ,, ... 
If Tqcfif~i(6r511{ ,,, fcnc11~-r=if fi1t~ ,,, 
IITcfiOl°l.J!IUIJJJ{ ,., l{lf Tij f cficf:;JI{ , 0~ 

ijGl(lf;tqfiffJI({ ,oy ,llriir (~fij ~ ''" q1';ftcfi)'1: ,~~ 9{fil ifTIJ fa)!J'{ ,.~ 
~l1ctfef llt1flar ,,, f'fi;~qfirEl<t ,v\ 
'IT'lcil{ ,., ~51r;cr(I{ , ,c: 
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IM~a~rar, ,e, afUo ijo , 

~-r fclttl'ilr: t=9:, , , , , \• tfto , _, 
8'•1.fTEIJlilA~ fef;:, , ,'-\, f~q• ~0 "t-\ 

""' ,~rf11~it urftr., , , 1. , filt o t1 o 
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atiffftilTlwi°ts~:,, o,, ij;r o fir o a o , \ •" 
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