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INTRODU011ION 

AcoonDING to the Mahasiddhasara Tantra the :Mahanirvana 
belongs to the Rathakranta which according to the 
Shaktimanga1a rrantra is the country north of the Vindh_ya 
Hills up to and including China . 

.As to the suggestion that this Tantra is a modern one, 
written with the object of pushing the Reformist views 
of the celebrated Raja Rammohan Roy and his· Guru 
Hariharananda Bharati, the reader is referred to the 
Chapter on the " Religion of the Shaktas" which is to be 
found in the third edition of "Shakti and Shakta ". The 
Raja based ·the teachings of his Brahma Dharma on the 
first three chapters of this Tantra. He was himself 
initiated by Hariharananda after Purashcharana. He never 
discarded his Upavita which was found on his person when 
he died at Bristol in England. It is also well known that 
when he went to England he took with him all his personal 
servants. He had a Shaiva wife and his son bv this wife .., 

also accompanied him to England. It has been to some a 
riddle how it was that the Raja based himself on a Tantra 
if this class of scripture is always as worthless as what 
it has been generally supposed to be. To meet this diffi
culty it has been suggested that the Mabanirvana was a 
fabrication in w.bole or in part of Haribarananda or that 
it has been tampered with by him with a view to check 
the abuses which were then current among Shakta Sadha-
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kas. .As against this view there are some arguments 
which have been set out in the Chapter above cited of 

"Sbakti and Shakta". 
The fourteen chapters published in this volume being 

the first part of the Maha.nirvana (the second portion of 
which has not yet been obtained), was first published by 
the .A.dibrahma Samaja in the Shaka era 1798 (A.D. 1876) 
under the editorship of Ananda Chandra Vedantavagisha. 
The Tantra bas been the subject of commentar_y by Hari
barananda. The manuscript of the commentary which is 
with tbe editor, is almost entirely in the Raja's hand
writing. In the beginning of each chapter of the 
Commentary the Raja vHites Oni namio Brahmane and in 
the beginning of the Commentary to the 9th Chapter there 
is in addition to the above the following invocation " 8hri
S hri-niitha-piidambho.fe niyatam niotirastu 'IIUJ ", which 
shows that the Raja who willed that his miud should ever 
rest on the lotus feet of the holy Guru maintained his 
faith in the continuance of the traditional spiritual heritage 
(Gnru-pcr.ra.mparya-kra·1na) which necessarily implies an 
attachment to a particular Sampradaya. The Samaja 
published both the texts and this commentary. 

The text was next published in the Bengali era 1293 
(A.D. 1886) by Krishna Gopala Bhakta with Jaganmohana 
Tarkalangkara as editor. 1rhis edition contained besides 
Bbarati's commentary an accurate Bengali translation as 
also copious explanatory notes by Tarkalangkara. Bhakta's 
edition is apparently indebted to the Brahma Samaja 
publication for both the text :a,nd commentary. Jivananda 
Vidyasagara also published the text and commentary in 
Devanagara character. Shyama Charana Kaviratna 
brought out an edition of the book in the Bengali year 1313, 
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{A.D. 1906) in which he gave the text as also a translation 
in Bengali. This popular Tantra has also been published 
with Bengali translations by the proprietors of the Bengali 
Papers 'Basumati' and 'Bangavasi'. R. M. Ohattopadhyaya 
has also published the text. The text has also been issued 
by the Venkateshvara Press oE Bombay with a Hindi 
translation. A. noteworthy, though incomplete, edition (for 
it ends with the 158th verse of the 6th chapter) wa.s 
published by Shrl Shaktananda Sarasvati of the Dandi 
Sabha of Benares who began the publication of this book 
in the year 1293 (A.D. 1886) with an Adhyatmika Vyakhya 
by one Shankaracharya as also a Bengali translation. The 
latter commentator gives an esoteric interpretation criti
cising both Hariharananda and Tarkalangkara. 

The present text is based on that of Bhakta and of 
the Raja. 

A.A. 

O[Cford, 21st September, 1928. 
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